Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



0< 



5oo *z%. 



/■-■ 




SANITARY COMMISSION 



THE UNTTED STATES ARMY: 



A SnCOlNCT NABBAT17S OF ITS 



WOEKS AND PURPOSES. 



HEW YOEK: 

POTUsnro fO» Tm Bnum of rax Uhitbd Sia™ SAaiTAaT OomnwiM. 

1864. 



S.^5. e. / 



'A 






^■ 



•V, 



c 



INTRODUCTION. 



Thb United States Sanitary Commiasion may safely leave its histoiy to 
be written in the Annals of the War. In that history, however, the pub- 
lic has an interest which calls for the occasional publication of such records 
of the work in progress, and such a description of its methods, purposes, 
and results, as shall correctly set forth the practical features of this great 
system of supplementary aid. 

This volume has been prepared with the design of -meeting the demand 
for a succinct narrative of the origin, purposes, progress, and present condi- 
tion of the Commission's methods and departments of labor. Connected 
outlines, together with reviews and condensed abstracts of current reports, are 
made to bring forward a concise record of the work, from the period of its 
inception to the present time. The faithfulness of the narrative has been 
verified at every step, by one who has attentively observed the Commission's 
plans and labors from the beginning, and his object will be fully attained if 
the book conveys to the reader's mind a truthful and connected view of 
the whole scheme — past and present — of the objects, spirit, and practical 
operations of the Commission. 

A French military writer has recently said, ** It is one of the greatest 
characteristics of the present age, that the eausfi of humanity has become 
identified with the strength of armies^ And, in this view, with a know- 
ledge of our campaigns ' and battles, and with the records of the Sanitary 
Commission before us, it would be difficult to say whether this grand 
system of sanitary care and succor in the Federal army is more important 
aa a work of humane benificence than as a patriotic scheme of aid to 
the eflfective strength of our military forces. In this mixed work of 
humanity and patriotism, the Records of the Commission show that 
there haa been untiring and generous effort to enlarge and strengthen 
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all the regular official meihoda of Sanitary care and timelj anooor, 
while, by all available means of supplementary aid, a spedal w<»rk of 
prevention and relief has been suooessfully pursued in all the diyiaions of 
the army. The various questions that have most concerned the Sanitary 
Commission and the public in this supplementary work are so clearly pre- 
sented in a few paragraphs of a recent article in the North American 
Review^ that we can best conclude this introductory by quoting theoL 

^ The Oovemment is, or ought to be, the soldier's best fnend, bein^ the 
only friend in a situation to give him constant and efficient protection. 
Whatever struggles with the Medical Department the Sanitary Com- 
mission has at any time had, have always been, not in the way of obtaining 
rights, privil^es, or opportunities for itself, of making itself more . 
active, important and influential ; but, on the contrary, always in the way 
of stirring up the Department to a larger sense of its own duty, a more 
complete occupation of its own sphere, and such a successful administra- 
tion of itB affiuiB as would tend to render the Sanitaiy Commisribn, and 
all other outside^organizations of benifi6etice to the army, unnecessary. 

**The principle was seen from the first, and has been resolutely main^ 
tained under all circumstances, that the people's caiie for the soldiers, if 
pomitted a free and spontaneous course, might become a main dependence 
of the army, and thus weaken the sense of responsibility and the zeal and 
efficiency of the official sources of supply and protection. This would be 
so unmeasured an evil, that, rather than incur the risk of it, it was a serious 
question, during the first year at least, nor has it ever since ceased t6 come 
up as a doubt, whether the regular service of the Government, left wholly 
to itself, would not more rapidly and thoroughly cure its own defects than 
when placed under any system of bolstering and supplementing which hu- 
manity and outside sympathy could invent or apply. How long and how 
&r^ it was continually asked from the very first, is it safe and ^se ibr the 
nation, in its home character, to undertake to do what the Oovemment can 
do, and ought to do ! 

'^ The answer to this most urgent and pertinent question is, that in a 
nati6nal life like our own, a democracy, where the people take a tltiiveisal 
part in. political afiairl, the Government has no option in the cate. TKe 
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popular affections and sympaihieB will force themBelves into the adminia- 
tration of army and all other affidrs in times of , deep national awakening. 
The practical question was not, is it best to allow the army to depend in 
any degree upon the care of the people, as distinguished from the Govern- 
ment ? Considered on administrative grounds alone, that question, we have 
no doubt, should be answered negatively. But no such question existed 
in a pure and simple form. It was this question rather ; How shall this 
rising tide of popular sympathy, expressed in the form of sanitary supplies, 
and offers of personal service and advice, be rendered least hurtful to the 
army system, and most useful to the soldiers themselves? How shall it 
be kept from injuring the order, efficiency, and zeal of the regular bureau, 
and at the same tim^ be left to do its intended work of succor and sympa- 
thy ; to act as a steady expression of the people's watchful care of their 
aimy, and as a true helper and supplementer of what the Government may 
find it possible or convenient to do from its own resources ? It was this 
mixed question the Sanitary Commission found itself called to answer ; and 
its whole plan and working has been one steady reply to it. It could not 
be deemed wise, much less was it possible, to discourage and deaden the 
active sympathies of the people. ***** 

" The Commission knew that the average annual death-rate in aroues 
in oxir former wars had been exceedingly high, and that an army of 
Volunteer forces is most liable to fatal diseases. * * * * In our vast 
armies of volunteers, the problems of sanitary sdence were to be wrought 
out as a national and patriotic work. The death-rates of the Mexican 
campaign would imperil the national cause, and bring sorrow to every 
home in the land. Can the average sickness-rate be kept at a minimum 
point? Can the average death-rate from disease be reduced to a fraction 
of that which was registered in the Mexican war? This result the Com- 
mission believed possible. It was to be accomplished by prevention and 
by succor. 

^ The Commission was strongly impressed with the facts that the de* 
stroying angel who foUows in the trail of amoies ' exacts from every man 
to the full whatever penalties follow on the infraction of natural law ;' that 
'the waste of human life and the destruction of human health and happi- 
ness |in time of war] have been in all ages many times greater from dis- 
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ease than from actual enooonter in the field, and that the fiiithfiil records 
of all wan are records of preventible suffering, disease, and death.' In yiew 
of these &cts, and considering also that the sick and wounded must some- 
times be sacrificed to unavoidable military necessity, the Commission 
claimed that 'all the more should they be supplied with whatever mitiga- 
tion of suffering military necessities leave possible. 

" Unity of plan, earnestness, patriotism, and a broad naitanality of sM' 
timent and influence, are inscribed upon all the methods, counsels, publi- 
cations, and labors of the Sanitary Commission. The very conception and 
birth of its plan were shaped and quickened by this spirit of Federal 
loyalty. Every woman and child in our Northern homes has insensibly 
caught the spirit of the Commission's work while contributing their 
handiwork for succor through the branches of the Relief department, and 
the soldier himself is made happily conscious of this spirit of national- 
unity whenever he receives sanitary relief. 

*^ The great range and magnitude of the Sanitary Commission's work 
have been inevitable results of the vast increase of our forces, and of 
the original and fixed policy of the Commission, ' to secure for the men 
who have enlisted in this war thaf; care which it is the will and the duty 
of the nation to give them.' 

*' This work has been, and must continue to be, rendered practicable by 
the hearty support and sympathy of our free and loyal people. It is a ne- 
cessity which an advancing civilization has laid upon their hearts and their 
hands. And while in our peaceful homes and in our popular armies it is 
joyfully accepted as a work equally of patriotism and of love, the influence 
of this great scheme of beneficent labor has gone out to all other civilized 
nations as an impressive illustration of the progress of that humane Christian 
spirit which is augmenting the popular appreciation of the sacredness of 
human life and human sympathies, and which shall yet elevate the brother* 
hood of states and nations above the very causes of wan" 
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Thb XTniied States Sanitaby Commission lias a history and a 
record which belong to the times, and in the faithMness and 
success of the work which it has been commissioned to performi 
every loyal heart is justly concerned. 

Stirring events of the "War are still so closely crowding that 
opportunity is not given for compiling a perfect history of the 
Sanitary Commission's work; but in the following pages we 
propose, jGrom materials at hand, to give a faithfal sketch of the 
progress and methods of its several departments. 

Origm and Orgcmization of the Sanita/ry Commission. — ^In 
an official communication addressed to the Secretary of War 
by the acting Surgeon-Gteneral of the Army, dated May 22d, 
1861, it is stated that — 

" The pressure upon the Medical Bureau has been very great 
and urgent ; and though all the means at its disposal nave 
been industriously used, much remains to be accomplished by 
directing the intelligent mind of the country to practical results 
connected with the comforts of the soldier by preventive and 
sanitary means. 

" The Medical Bureau would, in my judgment, derive im- 
portant and usefdl aid from the counsels and well-directed 
efforts of an intelligent and scientific commission, to be s^led 
' A Commission of !uiquiry and Advice in respect of the Sani- 



tary InterestB of the United States Foroes,' and acting in 
co-operation with the Bureau, in elaborating and applying such 
facts as might be elicited iGrom the experience ana more ex- 
tended observation of those connected with armies, with refer, 
ence to the diet and hygiene of troops, and the organization of 
Military Hospitals, etc. 

^^ Tlus Commission is not intended to interfere with, but to 
stren^hen the present organization, introducing and elaborating 
such miproyements as the advanced stage of Medical Science 
might suggest." 

Thus early in the war, did the acting Giief of the Medical 
Bureau, Dr. R 0. Wood, officially and generously open the way 
for the beginning of a great and humane work. 

Acting in concert with the Medical Bureau, a joint committee 
of delegates from a number of the earlier voluntary aid asso- 
ciations visited the National Capital soon after our forces had 
begun to gather there, and, a few days previously to the letter 
above cited from the Surgeon-General, [May 18th,] that 
committee addressed the Secretary of War upon the subject 
of special measures for the sanitary protection of the rapidly 
gathering volunteer army, and also in reference to the utiliza- 
tion of voluntary contributions from the people, for the soldiers' 
welfare. In their preliminary address to the Secretary of War, 
subsequently published, that committee said : 

" The present is essentially a people's war. The hearts and 
minds, the bodies and souls, of tne whole people, and of both 
sexes, throughout the lojsl States, are in it. * * * 

" Convinced by inquiries made nere of the practical difficulty 
of reconciling the aims of their own and numerous similar asso- 
ciations in other cities with the regular workings of the Com- 
missariat and the Medical Bureau, and yet fu% persuaded of 
the importance to the country, and the success of the war^ of 
bringing such an arrangement about, the undersized respect- 
ftdly asl that a mixed Commission of civilians, distm^uished for 
their philanthropic experience and acquaintance with sanitary 
matters, of medical men, and of - military (xEBcers, be appointed 
by the Government, who shall be charged with the duty of in- 
vestigating the best means of methodising and reducing to 



practical service the already active but uriSirected benevolence 
of the people towards the Army; who shall consider the 
general subject of the prevention of sickness and suffering 
among the troops, and suggest the wisest methods, which the 
people at large can use to manifest their good-will towards the 
comfort, security, and health of the Army. 

" It must be well known to the Department of War that 
several such commissions followed the Crimean and Indian 
wars. The civilization and humanity of the age, and of the 
American people, demand that such a commission ^o\\\di precede 
our second war of independence— more sacred than the first. 
We wish to prevent the evils that England and France could 
only investigate and deplore. This war ought to be waged in a 
spirit of the highest intelligence, humanity, and tenderness, for 
tne health, comfort, and safety of our brave troops ; and every 
measure of the Government that shows its sense of this will be 
eminently popular, strengthen its hands, and redound to its 
glory at home and abroad." 

In a document printed May 23d, the day subsequent to the 
Surgeon-General's letter, quoted above, this Committee com- 
municated to the Secretary of War a statement in outline of 
the plan and powers they would recommend in the organization 
of the- proposed Commission. In that statement the Coratmittee 
suggest that — 

" 1. The CommissiQu being organized for the purposes only 
of inquiry and advice, asks for no legal powers, but only the 
official recognition and moral countenance of the Government, 

• which will be secured by its public appointment. It asks for a 
recommendatory order, addressed in its faVor to all officers of the 
Government, to further its inquiries ; for permission to corre- 
spond and confer, on a confidential footing, with the Medical 
^Bureau and the War Department, proffering such suggestions 
and counsel as its investigations and studies may from time to 

, time prompt and enable it to offer. . ^* * * 

" The general object of the Commission is, through sugges- 
tions reported from time to time to the Medical Bureau and the 
War Department, to bring to bear upon the health, comfort, and 
morale of our troops, the fullest and ripest teachings of Sanitary 
Science in its application to military life." * * * 

" As the Government may select its own Commissioners, it is 
hoped that the character of the Conmiission wiU be the best 
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warrant the Government can have that the inquiries of the 
Commission, both as to their nature and the manner of conduct- 
ing them, will be pursued with discretion, and a careful eye to 
avoiding impertinent and oflfensive interference with the legal 
authority and official rights of any of the Bureaus with which it 
may be brought in contract." 

• Such, then, were the objects of the proposed **Commift- 
fiion of Inquiry and Advice in respect of the Sanitary Interests 
of the United States Forces": and in the specifications that 
follow in the statement by the Committee, to the "War De- 
partment, we find the projected scheme of Inquiry and 
Advice presented under the heads of-— l^^. Materiel of th^ 
Volunteers; 2d, Prevention; 3d. Relief, 

How the work was to be executed may be inferred from the 
following remarks, which we find in that document, under the 
head of Prevention : 

" The Commission would inquire with scientific thoroughness 
into the subjects of Diet, Cooking, Cooks, Clothing, Tents^ 
Camping Grounds, Transports, Transitoiy Depots, with their 
exposures. Camp Police, with reference to settling the question^ 
How far the regulations of the Army proper are or can be prac- 
tically carried out among the Volunteer Kegiments, and what 
changes or modifications are desirable from their peculiar 
character and circumstances? Everyj;hing appertaining to 
outfit, cleanliness, precautions against damp, cold, heat, malaria^ 
infection ; crude, unvaried, or ill-cooked food, and an irregular 
or careless regimental commissariat, woidd fall under this 
bead." 

These printed statements, addressed to the "War Department, 
preliminary to the institution of Sanitary Commission, bear the 
Signatures of Henry W. Bellows, D. D., W. H. Van Buben, 
M. D., J. Habsen, M. D., and Elisha Harris, M. D. 

The ofiicial warrant or order for the organization of tho 
Sanitary Commission appears to have issued from the War 
Office June 9th, and to have received the President's signature 
four days subsequently. 



In that doenznent it is ordered thkt ^ A Chmmimon qf Hk" 
quiry wad Achice^ in r^ect of thd Sanitary Interests of the 
Undted States Fcroes^'* be organized, and that the Commigfifoii 
'^ direct its inqnirieB to the prineiples and practiced cotineet^ 
with the inspection of recmits and enlistM men ; the sanitfitry 
condition of the volunteers ; to the m^ans of preserving and re- 
storing the health, and of sec^iriog the general comfort and 
efficiency of troops ; to the proper provision of cooks, nursesjalid 
hospitals ; and to other objects of like nature.'* 

That offidal paper proceeds to state that — 

" The Commission -will frame such rules and r^ulatione, in 
respect of the objects and modes of its inquiry, as may seem best 
adapted to the purpose of its constitution, which, when approved 
by the Secretary, will be established as general guides of its {in- 
vestigation and action. 

" A room with necessary conveniences will be provided in the 
city of Washington for the use of the Commission, and the mem* 
bers will meet when and at such places as may be convenient to 
them for consultation, and for the determination of such ques- 
tions as may come properly before the Commission. 

" In the prepress of its inquiries, the Commission will corre- 
spond freely with tlie Department^ and with the Medical 
Bureau, and will communicate to each, from time to time, such 
observations and results as it may deem expedient and im* 
portant." 

Without delay the greater number :of the gentlemen named 
by the Surgeon-General and the Secretary of War convened at 
Washington, and adopted the Plan of Organization, which still 
remains as the broad basis and outline-scheme of its widely e»» 
tended operations. This scheme, which we find republished itt 
No. 25 of the Commission's Documents, appears to have been 
entirely harmonious with the views set forth by the Special 
Committee that had originally suggested the institution of the 
Commission. 

The organic structure of the Commission was, from the firaty 
and still continues to be, exceedingly simple and effective. With 



8 



it0 Presldtot—^wliyu aotirety on duty-^with its General Sec- 
retary, a Treasurer, and one or two Committees, its wheels 
have, ever moved forward vigorously and unclogged. In session 
with but brief interruptions the first three or four months of its 
existence, the Commission then not only laid broad foundations 
for its operations, but entered upon a great variety of special 
inquiries and labors for th^ hygienic wdfiue of the rapidly- 
gathering national forces.^ Immediately after its organization 
its President and i^n Associate Secretary hastened upon a visit 
of observation and inquiry among the gathering troops upon 
the Ohio and the Mississippi ; while other Commissioners visited 
the forces at the East. Even before the first battle of the Army 
of the Potomac, the business of systeinatio sanitary inspection 



* Organization and member»hip of the United States Sanitary Oommitsioti, — ^Thtt 
present organization of the OommiBsion is as follows : 

H. W. Bellows, D.D., President, Now York ; A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-Presi- 
dent, Washington, D. C. ; George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 68 Wall straet, New 
York; W. R Van Buren, M. D., New York ; Gen. G. W. Oullum, U. S. A. ; Col. 
A. E. Shiras, IT, S. A. ; Elisha Harris, M. D., New York; R. 0. Wood, M. D., A«- 

' nstant SurgeonGen'l F. S. A. ; Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass.; S. G. 
Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass. ; C. R. Agnew, M. D., New York ; J. S. Newberry, M. 
D., pieyeland, Ohio; Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I.; Hon. R. W. Bur- 

' nett, Cincinnati, Ohio ; Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Bl ; Hob. Joseph Holt, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. ; Rev. J. H. Heywo«d, 
Louisville, Ky. ; J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. ; Prof. Fau'man Rogers, 

I and C. J. Still6, Philadelphia, Peon. ; Fredls. Law Olmsted, Cal. 

In the earlier history of the Comimssion its membership was mentioned as fol* 
lows : " Its presiding officer, a roan of learning and a divine, was able to speak with 
authority of the demands of the philanthropy of the country. Of the military 

, members, one was chief of the staff of Lieutenant-General Scott, another the 
active head of the Medical Bureau, another the active head of the Commissary De- 
partment ; two others had previously been in the service of the War Department ; 

; and ope other had been in foreign military service ; one was a man of distinguished 
raputation in science ; another was a man of science, and of medical skill and ez- 

* perience of a special character, and who was, at the time, also in the service of the 

: War Departmentw Another bad the same professional recommendation, and had 
also been a medical military officer ; another was a physician who- had been in 
charge of the most important Government hospital in the country ; the fourth was 

, a member of the directory of several important corporations, commerdal and 

/benevolent, and was immediately elected Treasurer of the Commission ; and aaothar 



was well commenced, and the General Secretary at the Central 
Office had collected and made use of a large number of reports 
of such inspection ; so that when the first startling collisions in 
arms occurred, at Blackburn's Ford and Bull Eun, the Sanitary 
Conmiission was ready to enter upon its great field without 
delay. 

In the published proceedings of the Commission, as early as 
July 9th, we find the Secretary making an extended report upon 
present and prospective sanitary wants of the volunteer regi- 
ments, based upon facts already observed. Encampments and 
eamp drainage, malaria, water, tents, sun-stroke, personal clean- 
liness, latrines, camp police, clothing, food, and cooks, are 
among the subjects discussed in that report. Of the systematic 
sanitary inspection in camps, which had then been commeneed, 
that report contains the following suggestive remark : 

" The Secretary is inclined to believe that the greafest value 
will soon consist, if it does not already, in the fact, that while 
aiding the inspector, the attention of the regimental officers is 
for the first time gravely and specifically called to the sources of 
danger which they have allowed to be established in their camps, 
and which they cannot account for without acknowledging a 
neglect of their own, and to the information and suggestions for 
improvement which they will incidentally receive from the in- 
spector." * * * * * * 
******* 



was the chief executive officer of a public work employing more than three thou- 
Baud men, and was immediately elected chief executive officer of the Commission." 

Every member of the Commission could lay claim to a standing and reputation as 
an expert of some one or other of the special functions assigned by the President 
to the Commission as a body. 

"Of the members since added, one is the Jndge Advocate General of the United 
States, a second is a bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the three 
others are men of bigb professional standing, each holding positions of unusoal 
trust in their respective communities," 

1 here are now twenty-two Commissioners, and they respectively represent the 
several departments of learning, public experience, and humane effort with which 
the Sanitary CommissioD is legitimately concerned. 
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^* Thus presenting themselves to make official inquiry only, theT 
will, without special effort or intention, really be the best poBSi-* 
ble missionaries of sanitary science to the army."* 

In a letter to an auxiliary committee of finance, that had 
been organized at New York, in aid of the Commission, pub- 
lished early in July, immediately after his preliminary tour 
tliroagh the Western encampments, Rev. Dr. Bellows, Presi- 
dent of the Commission, makes the following graphic state- 
ments: 

" Consider the prospects of 250,000 troops, chiefly volunteers, 
gathered not only from the out-door, but still more from ihe Ih- 
door occupations of life ; farmers, clerks, students, mechanics, 
lawyers, doctors, accustomed, for the most part, to regularity of 
life, and those comforts of home which, above any recorded ex- 
perience, bless our own prosperous land and benignant institu- 
tions ; consider these men, used to the tender providence of 
mothers, wives, and sisters, to varied and well prepared food, 
separate and commodious homes, moderate toil, to careful medi- 
cal supervision in all their ailments — consider these men, many 
of them not yet hardened into the bone of ruffged manhoodf, 
suddenly precipitated by unexpected events into the field of war, 
at the verv^eason of the greatest heat, transferred to climatea 
to wliich they are unwonted, driven to the use of food and water 
to which they are not accustomed, living in crowded barracks 
and tents, sleeping on the bare earth, broken of rest, called on 
to bear arms six and eight hours a day, to make rapid marches 
over rough roads in July and August, wearing their thick uni- 
forms and carr;^ing heavy knapsacks on their backs — and what 
can be looked for, but men falling by the dozen in the ranks 
from sheer exhaustion, hundreds prostrated with relaxing dis- 
orders, and, finally, thousands suddenly swept off by camp dis- 
eases, the result of irregularity of life, exposure, filth, heat, and 

inability to take care of themselves under such novel conditions." 
******* 

" I went in some little anxiety as to the welcome I might re- 
ceive as the envoy of that mixed body, scientific, medical, mili- 
tary, and civil, the Sanitary Commission- But I found my waj 
prepared before me. Tidings of the appointment of the Com- 
mission had already spread far and wide. Orders for our cordial 
reception had providently gone forth fr6m the War Department. 



* See note on page 20. 
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From the highest to the lowest officials the most ffenerouB 
courtesy, the most willing cooperation, the most gratefnl sympa- 
thy, flowed without any interruption from ajealous etiquette or 
an imperilled dignity. The officers of the Kegular Army wero 
juBt as kind and cordial as those of the Volunteers, and I am 
now sure that none of the difficulties anticipated from a conflict 
of powers, are at all likely to arise with a reasonable discretion 

on our part." 

•X- ^ « « « « « 

" A nobler, manlier, a more intelligent, earnest, and valuable 

body of troops was never gathered on the earth's surface, than 

the 20,000 men I saw in these camps f They are fully equal to 

the best of^our Eastern troops in clothing and equipments, and, 

better than that, their equals in moral force, and directness and 

Seriousness of purpose." 

■X- ^ * * * * * 

" The perils of the actual battle-field are nothing to such men; 
the injury their open enemies can do them, almost not worth 
thinking of; but will malaria, fever, pestilence — irrational and 
viewless enemies — ^be as little dangerous ? No ! It is before 
these inglorious but deadly foes that our brave boys will flinch ; 
before their unseen weapons that they will fall ! Their gener- 
ous and self-devoted officers are likely to be the first to suffer. 
They share the hardships, they more than share the labor and 
exposure of their commands. They have the best purposes. 
But they know not yet how to control the diet, ^o personal 
habits, the ventilation, and police of their quarters and camps. 
They are studying war tactics^ intent on making soldiers ^' they 
fashly assume that intelligent men know how to take care of 
themselves ; and they are already finding camp dysentery seiz- 
ing their regiments with a most threatening grasp. The most 
striking dinerence is already apparent in camps and troops, 
according as attention is given or denied to the character of the 
water used, the situation of thfe camp with reference to the pre- 
vailing winds, and to the regulation of sinks and the cleansing 
of tents and quarters. Two regiments, separated by a quarter 
of a mile only, contained, in one camp not a dozen sick men ; 
in the other, two hundred and fifty men more or less ill with 
dysenteric diarrhoea, and all because one was on a plain with 
decent well-water at hand, the other in a wood, with a wretched 
puddle of black ditch-water as the only resource for drinking 
and cooking !" 

The disasters at Bull Run, on the 18th and 21st July, called 
forth sympathies and offerings from every northern home, and 
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arouBed the Government and the people to a juflt conception'of 
the enemy's vigor, and to the peril of delaying a day in the or- 
ganization of an army adequate to the struggle for National 
life. And while the loyal people oflfered and urged larger 
forces of volunteers than could possibly be supplied with arms, 
they looked to the People's Commission of Sanitary Inquiry 
and Advice for the measures and the means by which the sani- 
tary welfare of their soldier-sons in Camp and in Hospital, 
should be secured. Thoughtful and patriotic citizens sent 
timely material aid with words of encouragement and promise, 
while the loyal women sent such oflferings as mothers, sisters, 
and wives could best prepare for the benefit of soldiers in hos- 
pital, so that with these offerings from women, a large store- 
room in the Treasury Building was crowded in a single day, 
even before the first flag of truce by General "Wadsworth had 
brought back information of the enemy's denial of the request 
for our wounded and dead. It was this spontaneous opening of 
the never failing fountains of woman's sympathy and aid for the 
sick and ^punded, that fully inaugurated the Sanitary Commis- 
sion's department of Bdief. 

What was done iu council by the Sanitary Oommission duriBg 
its protracted night-and-day sittings, at its Central Office in the 
Treasury Building, Washington, while the national forces wei'e 
being organized, cannot here be fully stated ; but the scheme of. 
Sanitary Inspection in Camps and Hospitals was immediately 
and vigorously extended throughout the lines of the gathering 
armies, East and West ; a Bureau of Sanitary and Yital Statis- 
tics was established at the Central OflSce ; the publication of an 
extended and most valuable series of monographs in medicine, 
surgery, and hygiene, for the use of Military Surgeons, was com- 
menced ; and a great variety of practical and vitally important 
suggestions for improvements in hospitals, camps, recruiting and 
inspections, were presented to the attention of the Military 
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authorities. The practical importance of military discipline and 
order, and of military education, as means of promoting the 
sanitary welfare and martial effectiveness of the forces, appears 
to have received merited attention ; for we find a special com- 
mittee composed of Gen. George W. CuUum, arid Prof. A. D. 
Bache, memb^« of the Commission, reporting by appointment 
a list of the resigned graduates of West Point that were pre- 
sumed to be available for military service, to be officially ad- 
dressed by circular. And upon the subject of military discipline 
and official faithfulness and authority, we find the following 
Eesolutions published in the proceedings of the Commission, 
July 29th, one week subsequently to the disasters of Bull Run : 

" Hesolved^ That the Sanitary Commission, in their endeav- 
ors to promote temperance, cleanliness, and comfort among the 
troops, have become convinced that the first sanitary law in 
camp and among soldiers is milita/ry discipline ; and that unless 
this IS vigorously asserted and enforced, it is useless to attempt 
and impossible to effect, by any secondary means, the great end 
they propose — which is the health and happiness of the army." 

^^ Resol^vsd^ That looking only to the health and comfort of 
the troops, it is our profound conviction that any special relax- 
ation of military discipline in favor of volunteer troops, based 
either upon their supposed unwillingness or inability to endure 
it, or upon the alleged expectation of the public, ie a fallacious 
policy, and fraught with peril to the lives of the men and the 
success of the national cause; and that, speaking in the name of 
the families and the communities from which the volunteers 
come, and in the name of humanity and religion, we implore 
that the most thorough system of military discipline be carried 
out with the officers and men of the volunteer force, as the first 
and essential condition of their health, comfort, and morality." 

" Eesolvedy That the health and comfort and efficiency of the 
men is mainly dependent on the uninterrupted presence, the 
personal watchfulness, and the rigid authority of the regimental 
and company officers ; and that all the great defects, whether in 
the commissariat or in the police of camps, are radically due to 
the absence of officers from their posts and to the laxity of the 
discipline to which they are themselves accustomed — a laxity 
whicn would never be tolerated among regulars, and which, 
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while tolerated among our Boldiers, will make a mob of armed 

men rather than an army," 

" Resolved^ That it is the public conviction of this Commis- 
Bion, that the soldiers themselves, in their painfvl experience of 
V)ai\i of UaderB and and protecU>r8^ would heartily welcome a 
rigid discipline exerted over their officers and themselves ; that 
the public would hail with joy the inaguration of a decisive, 
prompt, and rigid rule, extending alike to officers and men ; and 
that any despondency or doubt connected with our military and 
national prospects, or with the health and security of our troops, 
would disappear with the first indications of rigid order enforced 
with impartial authority throughout the whole army." 

^^ ResoJ/oed^ That the Sanitary Commission assure Major- 
General McClellan in advance, of all the moral support and 
Bympathy of their numerous constituents, and beg him to believe 
that the humane, the intelligent, the religious, the patriotic, will 
uphold his hands in every endeavor to communicate a spirit of 
Bubordination, fidelity, and obedience to the troops, even by re- 
sort, if found necessary, to the utmost rigor of military law, be- 
lieving that the health, comfort, and efficiency of the army are 
bU united in their dependence on a strict, imiiorm, and all-per- 
vading military discipline." 

What was being done by the Sanitary Commission in camps 
and in hospitals during the two or three months succeeding the 
first battles, would best be told by the Actuary of its Statistical 
Bureau, and by the journals and balance sheets of its Relief 
Department, or by the hundreds of hospital and regimental 
Burgeons, with whose daily service and wants the Sanitary In- 
Bpeetors had made themselves familiar. From the day contribu-, 
tions commenced flowing to its treasury, the Commission began 
to supplement special wants in the military hospitals ; and there 
is an impressive significance in those orders aud receipts for 
Buch supplementary relief to the sick and wounded. The first 
we find on record is an order for water-beds, and then, for the ' 
first hospitals, at Alexandria and Washington ; it was — 

^^Resohedj That the following articles be procured for imme-. 
diate use in the general hospitals : 100 small tables for writinir. . 
in bed, 100 iron Wire cradles for protecting woxmded limbs, 30 . 
boxes of dominoes, 30 checker-boards, 5 lbs. of Delphinum," 
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.And not only did the Commission express concern for the 
comfort and welfare of the individual patients, by thus tenderly 
remembering their wounds, their social wants, and bodily dis- 
comforts, but it specially investigated the hygienic condition and 
medical wants of the hospitals,* reporting to the proper authori- 
ties their structural and administrative defects, and preparing 
plans and details for the required improvements; while its 
treasury paid the wages of Cadet surgical-dressers, until they 



* In the Report of the Hospital Committee, adopted by the CommiseioB, Jaly 
^Ist, 1861, (Doeutntnt No, 2^,) we find the following statement: — 

" Bat the principal want experienced by the sick, was found by your Committee 
to be clean and appropriate Hospital clothing. Bnt for the liberal forethought of 
the benevolent women of the nation, our soldiers would haTe been compelled to liv 
Btck and wounded in the clothes in which they entered the Hospital wards, and 
vrhich, in many cases, had not been changed or even washed for weeks before. 
Many had been already supplied, and your Committee had the satisfaction of see- 
ing that every sick man in Hospital was fully provided with a proper suit- of cloth- 
ing, by the authority of the Commission." 

" No available provision being made by Government for the washing of the elotli- 
ing worn by volunteers on their entering Hospital, the Committee secured th« 
authority of the Commission for employment of laundresses for this purpose; so 
that when the soldier is ready to leave the Hospital and resume his duties, hi* 
clothing will be clean and fit for use.** 

" The services of a barber were also procured for the sick, and your CommHte* 
can bear witness that he contributed not a little to their cleanliness and comfort. 
Wire frames for the protection of wounded limbs from pressure of bedelothea^ 
were found to be wanted, and they were supplied." 

" Another subject was recognized by your Committee as possessing much inter- 
est and importance, viz. : the provision of systematic and reliable means of identi- 
fying tb» remains of soldiers dying in the General Hospitals, and of properly 
marking the graves in which they are interred, so that the reasonable inquiries of 
friends and relations may be properly answered. This matter was brought befora 
the Commission, and referred to a Special Committee, for immediate action.'' 

**Your Committee venture to embody their conclusions in the form of sug- 
eestions, and would submit to the Commission ('idly) the propriety of recommend- 
ing to Government that hereafter instead of hiring old buildings for General Hos- 
pitals they should order the erection of a sufficient number o^wooden shanties or 
pavilions of appropriate construction, and fully provided with water for bathing, 
washing, and water-closets, and ample arrangements for ventilation and for secur- 
ing warmth in winter, to accommodate from thirty to sixty each, and to be suffi- 
ciently distant not to poison each other. This suggestion embodies the latest and 
best views as to the construction of hospitals, and its adoption would save both 
lives and money." 

''If the present hospitals are to be occupied during the fall and winter months, 
come plan should be at once adopted and applied, by the competent authorities, ta 
correct their architectural defects, to provide facilities for bathing and wate^- 
dosete, to introduce water on each floor, and to separate the dead-houses from 
the wards occupied by the sick. Measures should also be taken to improve their 
Tentilation, and for their thorough warming in winter." 
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could be recognized bylaw and the regulations ; and its Sanitary 
Inspectors famished to the snrgeons of regiments and hospitalfl 
in the malarions districts the necessary prophylactics. The work 
of sanitary inspection was vigorously pushed forward, and the 
train of evils that imperilled the health of recruits, was measur- 
ably controlled, and the more important canses of special suffer- 
ing, discomfort, and dissatisfaction among the volunteers were 
pointed out and remedied. By the Commission's agency a re- 
ceiving station and a Soldiers' Best, were established at Wash- 
ington, with special means of providing suitable care for the sick 
or specially needy, as well as for supplying the means for cleans- 
ing, rest, and refreshment to the multitudes of weary, unwashed, 
and hungry soldiers that daily crowded in the vicinity of the 
Washington railroad depot, impatiently waiting assignment and 
rations, or transportation. Similar " Rests " and " Homes," for 
way-worn volunteers were soon established at the West, and 
elsewhere ; while to the proper departments of Government, at 
Washington, the officers of the Commission faithfully presented 
the special wants and perils of the regiments, in regard to mala- 
ria, to special causes of home-sickness and of insubordination, to 
camp vices, and suggestions in respect of rations, camp cooking, 
&c. And in the printed catalogue of the topics of specific inquiry 
for the guidance of the Camp Inspectors, judicious direction was 
given to the investigation, in every regiment, of some two 
hundred practical questions relating to the hygienic welfare of 
the men in the field. 

The Sanitary Commission's work in camp and hospitals had, at 
this early day, manifestly secured for it, in a remarkable degree, 
the hearty confidence and support of the people and the Govern- 
ment. And it certainly was no trivial task adequately to meet 
or anticipate the rapidly augmentiug demands of the accumulat- 
ing forces. Yet this appears to have been well accomplished, for 
we find the General Secretary early in December, 1861, reporting 
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the reception at the central ofiice of more than four hundred full 
returns of the stated schedules of inquiry from regimental camp 
inspections, and at the same time presenting his own carelu] 
deductions from such returns of two hundred regiments whoso 
sanitary history and wants had been specially studied and re» 
ported by the Sanitary Inspectors during the months of Sep- 
tember and October. 

To obtain a just conception of the magnitude of tlio work 
thrown upon the Commission during the first six months of it$ 
o;^erations, the reader has but to recall the rapidly crowding 
events of those first months of our national struggle. 

The 75,000 volunteers and State troops, under the President's 
call of April 1 5th, did not complete their three months' service 
without sharing in the earlier bctiefits of the Sanitary Commia- 
eion's labors ; and of the seventj^-five regiments, under the levy 
of May 3d, of soldiers for the war, scarcely a battalion failed to 
be reached by the Sanitary Inspectors and the Commission's 
benefactions either before or soon after the first series of con^ 
flicts into which they were led. And we think it may be 
asserted, that some of these hastily recrnited regiments eaily 
besame so efi^ectnally indoctrinated in the practical teachings 
of the Com:nission that they vied, and have continued to via 
with regulars and veterans in camp police, good discipline, 
hig^ health, and military cflfectiveness. We can never for- 
get the impression left upon our mind as a civilian, visiting 
a re«jciment of this class of those early volunteers, upon the 
Chickaliominy, during the severest of the Peninsula Cam* 
paijijn ; a full regiment having but four men ^ch in general 
and regimental hosjiitals — and this was a regiment that never 
neglected its camp jxjlice and its camp cooking^ even whea 
bivouacking. To this regiment, during its first fortiiiirht in 
camp, in July, 1861, the Sanitary Commission had ascigned 
Mr. Sanderson and a skilled assistant to teach two men in every 
2 
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company the art of preparing the army rations, and those men 
lind their companies were apt pupils. Among the seventy-five 
regiments of that first levy for the war were many excellent 
Examples of the influences of the hygienic teachings of the 
Sanitary Commission, and, as in the remarkable instance 
mentioned by Baron Steuben* among the volunteers of the 
Revolution, these good examples were widely contagious, 
^ut before these seventy-five regiments had all been reached by 
the Commission, Congress, being aroused by the early disasters, 
tn July, had authorized the organization of an army of 500,000 
men, and quickly the President's call was issued for 300,000 vol- ^ 
Wteers, and with it came the demands of the people and the 
petition of the Sanitary Conoimission for the greatest military 
vigor and good discipline, to render the national forces in the 
iiighest degree effective, reliable, and physically and morally 
Wong. 

* To authorize and call forth such an enlargement of the anny, 
and to accumulate the necessary equipage and materiel for such 
^n army, was a business scarcely more important or difficult than 

« ; I 
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- * Baron Steuben's efforts, under Washinqton's direction, for the improvement 
of the untrained and freshly recruited forces of the Revolution, happily illustrate 
#rhat may be accomplished by skillfully preparing and presenting perfect exam 
plex. Of his first labors as military instructor, with the title of " Inspector-Gen* 
eral," of the volunteers then gathering for the war of the Revolution, Steuben 
writes : — 

"I commenced operations by drafting one hundred and twenty men from the 
line, whom I formed into a guard," <fec. I made this guard my military school. I 

'drilled them myself twice a day I often took the musket myself to show the 

pien, Ac . . All my Inspectors were-present at each drill." [A Colonel from 

each Division, and a Major from each Brigade.] " We marched together, wheeled, 
i&c, <fec.^ and in a fortnight my company knew perfectly well how to bear arms, 

had a military bearing, knew how to march, <fec., <fec." "I had my company of 

^ards exactly as I wished them to be. They were well dressed, their arras clean 
and In good order, and their general appearance quite respectable." 

• "Having gained my point, and dispersed my apostles, the TnapeetorSf my 

new doctrine was eagerly embraced. I lost no time. , . . . «I applied my system to 
"battalions, afterwards to brigades, and in less than three weeks I executed manaeu- 
vres with an entire division." — Kapp's Life of Stiuben. Chapter vi. 



19 

* 

the adjustment of the means and agencies that should insure a 
high health-rate in all those untrained and un acclimated forces; 
yet this was the problem which the Government had committed 
to the Sanitary Commission as the accredited aid and co-worker 
of the War Department and the Medical Bureau. How the 
Sanitary Commission attempted the solution of this problem, 
and how it discharged the duties germain to it, in council, in 
communications with the War Office, and with military com- 
mandants in the camps and in hospitals, will certainly fill an 
instructive page in the history of this great war against the 
♦rebellion. The following quotations from the Commission'8 
Report to the Secretary of War, December, 1861, set forth very 
interesting facts respecting certain results and plans of operation 
up to that period : — 

" Fourteen well qualified physicians are now employed by the 

Commission, each having a defined portion of the army under 

his observ^ation. Six other gentlemen, each possessed of special 

acquirements, are engaged on special duties. A list of their 

names and of the posts to which they are respectively assigned, 

is appended. It is proper to record the fact that they have in 

Beveral cases withdrawn from positions far more remunerative 

than that now occupied by them, and have undertaken their 

present duty from motives of the highest benevolence and pat- 

riotism." 

* * * * * * * . 

" The influence, however, which officers unconsciously re^ 
ceive through the mere direction of their attention to neglected 
duties, by the inquiries which the Inspectors have need to address 
to them, constitutes the chief part of the value of the services 
of the Commission. This, of course, cannot be specified and 
recorded. But the effect of the advice given by the Inspectoi'S 
of the Commission is found not to be confined to the particular 
camp visited, or to the officer with whom they converse. The 
example of one regiment in reforming abuses and enforcing san- 
itary laws is very generally followed by others near it, and an 
emulation is excited among company and regimental oflicers, 
the beneficial effects of which have been noticed in many cases 
where an ill-regulated regiment has been transferred to the 



20 

neighborhood of a cleanly, well-policed, thoroughly drained, aid 
Balubrious camp." 

*' There is no doubt that systematic attention to sanitary laws 
is becoming more generally understood to be a part of the duty 
of a military officer ; and it is satisfactory to observe that the 
more recently entisted regiments begin better than those enlisted 
at the opening of the campaign, and improve faster. This, in 
part, may be fairly attributed to the publications of the Com- 
mission, which, to the number of more than one hundred and 
fifty thousand, have been scattered through the country and 

largely reprinted in the newspapers." 

'^t ***** * 

*' The Commission has distributed gratuitously to the surgeons 
find officers of the volunteei's, three thousand each, on an aver-^ 
age, of iive concise treatises on the best means of preserving 
health in camps, and on the treatment of the sick and wounded 
in camp and tiie battle-field. As the surgeons of the volunteer 
array are almost altogether drawn from civil practice, and as no 
books, or even circulars of instruction in regard to their novel 
res|)onsibilitie8, have yet been supplied them by Government, 
these modest works have been found of considerable value. 

" Camp Police, in aeneral, — Of the camps inspected, five (5) 
per cent, were in admirable order, forty-five per cent, fairly clean 
and well policed. The condition ot twenty-six (2G) per cent. 
Wiis negligent and slovenly, and that of twenty-four (24) per 
cent, decidedly bad, filthy, and dangerous. 

" In those camps which are referred to as in a neglected and 
positively bad condition, some or all of the following sources of 
clanger to the health of the men were found tq. exist, viz : drains 
wanting or clogged up, and retentive of stagnant water ; the 
Cimp streets and spaces between the tents littered with refuse 
food and other rubbi^^h, sometimes in an offensive state of de- 
composition ; slops deposited in pits within the camp limits, or 
thrown out broadcast ; heaps of manure and ofl[al close to the 
camp, and the privies neglected. . 

" In about two-thirds of the camps, the streets were found 
fairly clean, but in only about one-third were the edges of tents, 
the spaces between tliem, and the camp drains, entirely free 
from litter and rubbish. On the whole, a very marked and 
gratifying improvement in the custom of the volunteer regiments 
m respect of camp police has occurred during the summer. 
Faults in this respect, which were at one time generally regarded 
as unworthy of the attention of regimental officers, are now con- 
sidered disgraceful, and the number of camps in which officers 
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and men take pride in maintaining an exact and severe camp 
police, is rapidly increasing." 

^^ Military Hospitals. — At tlie close of tlie October session of 
the Commission it was understood that Government would at 
once commence the erection of two cheap temporary model hos- 
pitals at Washington, in conformity with plans carefully prepared 
by a committee of the medical members of the Commission, and 
approved by it as embodying the latest results of sanitary 
science. These plans have been formally approved b}' the Quar- 
termaster-General, the Commander-in-Chief, and the Medical 
Director of the Army of the Potomac, and the ground for the 
example buildings has been staked out." 

******* 

" YoluTvteer Hospital^ and other Supplies, — ^The Commission 
did not, at first, contemplate furnishing hospital and other sup-* 
plies to the anny on any large scale, but confined itself mainly 
to the duties of ' inquiry and advice' assigned it by the Secretary 
of War. It could not refrain, however, without doing violence 
to the human sympathies of its members, from supplying some 
few of the more pressing wants which they saw existing in the 
military hospitals of Washington and elsewhere. The absence 
of any hospital fund, already referred to, made these wants reme- 
diless, except by the Commission, or more properly, by the geqe- 
rous and patriotic people of the loyal States, whom the Com- 
mission represents as their agent and almoner." 

******* 

" Amount of Supplies Distributed, — The demand for articles 
of clothing and protection for the sick has naturally increased 
during the past month, but the means placed by the community 
at the disposal of the Commission has enabled its Inspectors to 
keep pace with this increase. Thirty-four thousand four hundred 
ana eighty-one articles of hospital clothing were distributed 
from the Washington depot alone during the month of Novem- 
ber, besides a large bulk of unclassified articles. 

" The supplies thus distributed from the Washington depot 
have been issued to one hundred and thirty-six hospitsus; twenty 
of which were general, and one hundred and sixteen regimental. 
The average number of articles supplied to each was a little 
more than two hundred. About one thousand are now daily 
distributed from the same depot, and their value in money is 
not less than five hundred dollars. 

"At the Cleveland depot sixty-nine thousand articles have 
been received since its organization ; and fifty-one thousand, 
besides several tons of articles of hospital diet, have been already 
issued from it to the army of the West, at various points. 
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■ " From the Wheelii^ depot, fonr thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen articles of bewling and clothing, alone, have been dis- 
tributed."* 

Of the V7ork of Special Eelief— then designated Irregular 
Relief, one of the most systematic and interesting depart- 
ment of labor under the Sanitary Commission, we must speak 
in a subsequent page; and so of the Statistical Bureau; 
the system of Mortuary and Burial Records, the Publication 
Department, etc., all of which were in complete operation before 
the close of the year 1861. The Report, No. 40 of the Commis- 
aicm's current documents, from wliich we have just been quoting, 
contains in its hundred pages a very condensed statement of the 
first six months' work of the Commission, in its several depart- 
ments. 

To every unbiassed and discerning mind, whether in the 
medical profession, or the army, the Sanitary Commission has 
manifestly been, from its organization nntil now, the most un- 
faltering and faithful friend and ally of the Medical Depart- 
ment, and of all that is good and faithful in it. And we 
believe it may safely be stated, that the British Sanitary Com- 
mission in the Crimea excited far greater animosity and as- 



' • The financial basis of the Sanitary Commissioii seems to bave been simply 
faith in the intelligent sympathy and co-operation of the peo|)le. In this Keport 
to the Secretary of War, dated December, 1861, the Commission makes the fol- 
lowing^ statement respecting finances : — 

" As the Commission was to receive no pecuniary support from Government, it 
was under the necessity of calling on private liberality for the fund it required to 
Aiutain it. Its appeal for this purpose was responded to with promptitude and 
liberality, and the Commission was thus enabled to go into operation without 
delay. The Life Insurance Companies of Massachusetts, New York and Now 
Jersey, were most generous in their contributions — one of the number (the New 
Tork Life Insurance Company of N. T.,) having given five thousand dollars to the 
pbjects of the Commission. It has received in money from all sources, up to the 
25th of November last, twenty-eight thousand one hundred and seven dollars, 
(128,107.) the larger portion of which has been contributed by citizons and instl- 
tntions of New York. Whether public liberality can be depended on as a perma- 
nent source of Eupply is uncertain. Should it fail, the Commission will be undef 
the necessity of terminating its labors, unless Government should see fit to assume 
its support.'^ 
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perity of feeling in army and bureau circles than have ever yet 
been called forth in our army by the U. S. Sanitary Commission: 
Wot that this Commission has been less faithful and bold in itfl 
inquisitions, and in efforts for reform and improvement, thanj 
the Crimean Commission, but the contrary rather. Indeed, it 
should be stated, to the credit of the Medical Staff and Mili- 
tary Commandants of our armies, as well as the honor of thq 
Commission, that its enlightened and well-directed zeal ill 
specific efforts, its fearlessness and candor, and its broad an^ 
forecasting plans and practical undertakings, have, from the 
first, commanded for it and its officers the fraternal sentiments) 
the profound respect, and the gratitude of all our best Gen^ab 
and Surgeons in the field. » 

The Sanitary Commission has not been silent when im- 
portant principles or facts were to be asserted, nor have its couni 
sels been timid, indefinite, or hesitating, when its advice oi 

K 

leadership in specific reforms and innovations have been necesf 
sary. It fearlessly attacked the policy of ^^rp(?^t^Z eudcesaion. 
hy seniority alone in the medical service of the army, an^ 
as boldly grappled with the radical vices and defects of 
usages and regvlations that not only permitted but compelled 
delay and insufficiency in the care and provision for sick and 
wounded soldiers, in field and in hospital. The Commissiott 
was in duty boimd to discover, and expose the causes of si^ch 
faults, and it heartily accepted .and discharged the oneroufi| 
duty. ' 

The following paragraphs, which we extract from the Report 
to the Secretary of War, in December, 1861, indicate the spirit 
and objects of the Sanitary Commission in dealing with ques- 
tions liable to excite controversy and opposition where radical 

reforms were demanded ; 

t 

" The object had in view by the Commission can be effectually 
accomplished only by the direct action of Government, througn 
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officers who can order, where the Commission can only advise. 
The cause onr armies have to defend is alone dearer to the pe(3p!e 
than are those wlio have to suffer in its defence. Tlie strength 
and mobility of the array cannot he sacrificed to the care of its 
fiick and wounded. The sick and wounded should be sacrificed 
onflinchin^ly, to every unavoidable military necessity ; but all 
the more should they be supplied with whatever mitigation of 
suffering military necessities leave possible. And these should 
be furnished them, not as if a hard master were driving a bar- 

fain with them — as in the commutation of a board contract — 
ut as if tlie love and pity of mothers, wives, sweethearts, and 
sisters, were exercised with the far-seeing providence, boldnebS, 
ingenuity, tact and industry of true military generalship— Sur- 
geon-Generalship. 

" The duty of guarding against the defeat of our armies by 
disease, needs to be undertaken as earnestly, as vigilantly, with 
as liberal a policy, and with as resolute a determination, as any 
Other military duty. 

** To secure this result, the Commission is convinced that a 
bigher place needs to be accorded the medical staff in the oi^ani* 
lEation of the array. Its relations with all departments and all 
ranks, as well as with the Government itself, needs to be mure 
intimate, confidential, and influential. 

" Whatever and whoever stands in the way of this, the Com- 
mission wants put out of the way. But if an impi-ession pre- 
vails in any quarter that the membera of the Commission, in 
their devotion to this purpose, have been over-zealons, or sought, 
individually or collectively, to bring it about by action not abso- 
lutely within their assigned duty, or that they have used any 
indirect or unworthy means therefor, that impression is without 
the smallest foundation in tTuth." 

******* 

** The one point which controls the Commission is just this : a 
Simple desire and resolute determination to secure tor the men 
who have enlisted in this war that care which it is the will and 
the dxity of the nation to give them. That care is their right, 
and, in the Government or out of it, it must be given them, let 
yrho will stand in the way." 

Early in its session, during the winter of 1861-2, Congress 
revived its discussions upon the medical and sanitary care of the 
army. The occasion for enlarging and radically improving the 
organization of the army medical gervice had arrived ; a variety 
of new or revised acts were being presented — each based upon 
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views and purposes more or less limited by personal interests — 
and all of the bills too incomplete and inadequate for the 
emergency. Enjoying the confidence and counsels of the chief 
military authorities of the army, and being in a position to 
confer advisedly with the Military Committees of Congress, the 
Sanitary Commi;»sion was freely consulted in reference to the 
hygienic and medical wants of the volunteer forces, and it ac- 
cepted the responsible duty of aiding in the preparation and 
advocacy of the New Medical Act which was finally agreed 
upon by both Houses of Congress. By that Act a special Corps 
of Sanitary Inspectors was ordered to be appointed from the 
staff of regular and volunteer surgeons; the number of regular 
Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons was ordered to be increased ; 
the Corps of Medical Cadets was enlarged, and needless restric- 
tions upon the employment of hospital assistants were removed, 
and the hands of medical purveyors were so unloosed as to ena- 
ble surgeons instantly to meet the wants of their patients. 
And, lastly, that Act provided for the appointment, by the 
President and Senate, of a Surgeon General, upon the ground 
of merit and fitness. 

The Sanitary Commission had clearly won the right to a 
preponderating opinion in the choice of candidates, and when 
consulted, it unhesitatingly expressed its preference, and gave 
good reasons for such choice. Dr. William A. Hammonb, an 
Assistant Surgeon of the regular army, was duly nominated 
and confirmed as Surgeon-General. In the army he was known 
as a medical officer of rare ability and great strength of charac- 
ter, whose patriotism and espiit de co7ps had, at the very 
opening of the war, impelled him to relinquish a Professorship 
and the tempting professional relations of civic life, to resume 
his former rank and service in the Medical Staff: to the 
Bcientific world he was favorably known as a distinguished phy- 
siologist, and as an assiduous student of medical science in its 
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coneervatiye and higher applications ; and his researches and 
publications had won for him a high position as a physician and 
scholar of advanced and definite views ; while, in the estimation' 
of the Sanitary Commission, his claims to pre-eminent qualifica- 
tion and fitness for the immense responsibilities of the Medical 
Bureau rested scarcely less upon proved ability in service than upon 
his eminent attainments ; — for Dr. Hammond, in his published 
official Reports of Inspection in Hospitals and Camps, had dis- 
played a capacity to grasp with peculiar power all those practical 
questions of military hygiene with which the Medical Depart- 
ment is concerned, and upon which the problem of needed re- 
forms mainly depended. 

In the prime of life, and with endowments — physical and 
mental — adequate to the vast responsibilities of the Medical* 
Bureau of the Army, Surgeon-General Hammond entered upon 
his labors at the critical period when the largest resources of his 
department of the service were overdrawn, and when the great- 
est promptitude, foresight, and expansion, were demanded alike 
by humanity and the exigencies of the military service. Five 
hundred thousand troops were in the field, and all the armies 
were moving rapidly. The military hospitals contained a 
crowded population of sick and wounded men, and that vast 
population of needy sufferers was daily augmenting with great 
rapidity. The national victories at Mill Spring, Fort Donelson, 
Pittsburg-landing, Island No. 10, Hilton Head, Fort Pulaski, 
Roanoke Island, Newbem, and New Orleans, had not only 
overwhelmed the means and capacity of the military hospitals,' 
but had increased greatly the causes of disease. The Army 
of the Potomac, in its Sisyphus-like movements upon Manassas 
and back to the Potomac and the Peninsula, after its pro- 
tracted hybernation, had left many thousands, or nearly six jper 
cent, of its force, in the general hospitals about Washington ; 
and, with insufficient medical and hospital supplies, that model 
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army had plunged into the swamps and impracticable mnd- 
fields between the York and James rivers. Over mud-roads, 
and in the storms of early spring, that noble army toiled on, — 
marching and trenching, on picket, and in camps more peril- 
ous to health than any duty, — imtil many more, or nearly ten 
per cent, of the soldiers that moved upon Yorktown and Wil- 
liamsburg had succumbed to disease and exhaustion before th^ 
beginning of Jmie ; and upon the day we occupied the former 
town the Sanitary Connnission, by authority of General McClel; 
Ian, undertook the responsible and very necessary duty of im- 
mediately transporting to Northern hospitals the many thou- 

. sands of sick and disabled soldiers that were left in peril and 
want, as the army moved up the Peninsula. How the Com- 
mission did this and many other things of the kind, and what 
occurred to mark its spirit and test its means and their adapta- 
bility, during that memorable campaign, we shall presently 
mention. 

For a moment, in this place, reverting to the relations of the 
Sanitary Commission to the Medical Department, it should be 

• particularly noted that, while persistently praying and laboring 
for such reforms and new regulations in the Medical and San- 
itary administration as would effectually unfetter its staff of 
Burgeons and purveyors, and promptly provide ample life-saving 
means and measures, the Commission undoubtedly hoped for 
an opportunity to withdraw some of its more expensive and ex- 
traordinary agencies from the field. The new corps of Sanitary 
Inspectors, as well as all the other enlargements and reforms 
ordered in the New Medical Act, tended somewhat to relieve the 
Commission from responsibility and expense. But the im- 
proved regulations and appointments under that Act were not 
confirmed until upon the Peninsula, and upon the Cumberland! 
and the Tennessee, the Mississippi and the Atlantic coast, thQ 
progress of our arms, and the vast increase of wounds and sick- 
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ness, had more than quadrupled the demands npon the Medical 
Bureau, as well as upon the Sanitary Commission. The month 
of May, 1862, had opened with the progress of our forcea 
through Torktown and Williamsburg and up the Pamunkey, 
the occupation of New Orleans, and the rapid progress and en- 
largement of the armies that liad simultaneously and success- 
fully pressed forward upon the rebel territory, throughout its ex- 
tended coastwise and river-flanked borders. At this period, the 
constant sickness-rate of the Federal army had reached about 
one-seventh the total force, — the permanent and regimental 
hospitals together containing more than 100,000 sick and wound- 
ed, — and the ratio of this sickness-rate was rapidly increasing 
in the army of the Potomac, having been more than doubled in 
two months. 

For the Sanitary Commission to withdraw any of its agencies, 
or retrench in its offerings of supplementary aid and supplies, 
both for the work of preventing disease and for mitigating the 
sufferngs of the sick and wounded, was manifestly impossible at 
such a period. Its work went on. The public demanded it ; 
the new Surgeon-General required and appreciated its presence 
everywhere in the Army ; and everywhere the soldier, and 
every right-minded officer, alike desired and sought the aid of 
the Commission. 

We had begun to mention the new demands upon the Sani- 
tary Commission in General McClellan's campaign upon the 
Peninsula, but there was nothing to distinguish its work in 
that march of the Potomac Army, and its* heroic struggles, 
more than has characterized the Commission's ordinary work in 
the other grand armies at other periods, — except it be that the 
events of that campaign were so condensed and so great, the 
necessities and care of sick and wounded soldiers so urgent, and 
the Commission's work, in its surprising and rapid expansion 
60 near and so impressive, that what the Commission did in 
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that eventful campaign, and why it did it, furnish to the world 
an. epitome of its purposes, its methods, its means, and its 
beneficent power. Yet, tlie record of the Sanitary Commis- 
siun's work during the Peninsula Campaign is mainly a record 
of its single " Department of Kelief," — a department that must 
necessarily be kept subordinated to that of Sanitary Inquiry 
and Advice. And so pregnant with interest is the record of 
that department of the work during the Peninsula campaign, 
that a history of the Commission's usefulness would be incom» 
plete without a special notice of it. Let the " Hospital Trans^ 

9 

ports "* tell, imperfectly it must be confessed, what that work 
was. We extract only the following paragraphs : 

"A sudden transfer of the scene of active war from the high 
banks of the Potomac to a low and swampy region, intersected 
with a net-work of rivers and creeks, early in the summer of 
1862, required appliances for the proper care of the sick and 
wounded, which did not appear to have been contemplated ia 
the Government arrangements." * * * * 

Hospital Transport " Daniel Webster," ) 
Ciieeseman's Creek, April 30, 1862. ) 

" I received General Meigs' order under which this ship came 
into our hands on Friday. She was then at Alexandria, and 
could not be got over the shoals to Washington. Jt was not till 
near night that I was able to get a lighter, and this, after one 
trip, was taken off to carry reinforcements to McDowell at 
Fredericksburg. I succeeded before daylight of Saturdaj' in 

fretting a tug at work, and by the next morning (Sunday) had 
jer hold full. At eleven o'clock got the hospital company on 
board." ***** .)f 

-af******** 

''Maijlsf.— ****** Tlie Com- 
mission has here at present, besides the Daniel W^hstt^r^ 
one or two storeships, and the Wilson SmaU^ a boat of light 
draught, fitted up as a little hospital, to run up creeks, and 
bring down sick and wounded to the transports. She is under 
the care of Dr. C., and has her little supply of hospital clothing, 



* Hospital Tkansfori 8 : A Memoir, eic, Boston: 1863. 
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beds, food, &c., always ready for chance service. There is also 
a well-supplied storehouse ashore. * * * ♦ 

* * * «« * # « 

Furnished wine, tea, and bi*ead, to a surgeon who had been told 
that the Commission's flag was flying here, and had come seven 
miles across the swamps, and rowed out to us in a small boat to 
try for these things." , 



" May Sth. — On Sunday, the Ocean Queen, coming up from 
Old Point, grounded about five miles off the harbor, and i went 
down, and put a few beds and men on boai'd." * * 

^ ^ 4e«'X> -x- « ^ « 

"I had sent the Webster to sea, and with Mrs. and 

sister, B., and some two or three others, started in the Small to 
go to the telegraph and mail, and to bury the body of a patient 
'who had died in the night. It was raining hard. Wnen we 
reached the shore, there was no post-office, no telegraph, — 
nothing of the militaiy station left, except some wagons and 
transports. Our storehouse was a mile back. I left a portion 
of our party to move the goods from it on board the barge, and 
started in the Small for lorktown, to which I presumed head- 
quarters would have been moved." * 1 * * 
*^ * * * ^ *** 

'^ As I pulled out through the vessels at the wharf, I saw to 
my surprise two small " stem-wheel " steamboats coming along- 
side the Queen, one on each side. Hastening on board, I found 
that these boats were loaded with sick men, whom an officer in 
charge was about to throw off upon the Queen. They were the 
sick of regiments which had been ordered suddenly forward last 
night, and which were at this very moment engaged in the 
battle of Williamsburg ; we could hear the roar of artillery. 
They had been sent during the night by ambulances to tfie 
shore of Wormley's Creek, where a large number had been left, 
the officer assured me, lying on the ground in the rain, without 
food or attendance." ***** 
********* 

" The boat from Baltimore brought six excellent ITew York 
Burgeons, twenty-six nurses, and ten surgical dressers (medical 
students). I got them all on the Small, and, having succeeded 
in obtaining tne more important supplies in limited quantities, 
at noon leit for Yorktown. On reaching here we found the 
"stem-wheelers" again alongside, and over three hundred 
patients on board ; many very sick indeed, some delirious, some 
comatose, some fairly in articulo. The assistant-surgeons, left 



81 



behind at the abandoned camps, are too anxious to be rid of 
them, BO as to move with their regiments, and have surgery of 
war. And as their orders authorize it, they hurry them off to 
.us in this style, after a day's ride in army wagons, without 
springs, over such a country, without roads, as I described last 
Week. They were horribly filthy, and there was no time to clean 
'them, often not to undress them, as, sick and fainting, they were 
lifted on board." ****** 
«******«« 

"Here were one hundred miserably sick and dying men, 
forced upon us before we had been an hour on board ; and tug 
after tug swarming round the great ship, before we had a nau 
out of a box, and when there were but ten pounds of Indian 
jmeal and two spoons to feed them with. No account could do 
justice to the faithful industry of the medical students and young 



men." 



* * * 



' " Sick men were at this time being carted into Yorktown 
from the various abandoned camps in the vicinity, and the Sani- 
tary party going on shore after the departure of the Queen^ these 
were found lying in tiers in the muddy streets, while tent* were 
being pitched and houses cleared ibr their accommodation. 
Several wagon-loads of hospital supplies were sent to them from 
the store-boats of the Commission ; twenty-five dollars were 
given to the surgeon in charge, to be used to stimulate the exer- 
tions of his limited force of attendants, and for the purchase of 
odds and ends, and he was informed that, if more should be 
required, it would be provided by the Commission, and then the 
company started on tlieir little boat for West Point, where a 
battle was reported in progress." 

A month later, we find this thrilling record continuing as 
follows — ^narrating events in the Commission's work, after the 

< 

battle of Fair Oaks : 

; " The Commission boats were all here, and ready to remove 
»the wounded of the battle of the Ist and 2d of June. They 
filled and left with their accustomed order and promptitude." 
******* 

" June ?>th. — " We had been helping the ladies on the Kim 
City all night, had returned to our quarters, and just washed 

•and dressed, when Captain came on board, to »ay that 

^everal hundred men were lying at the landing — that the Daniel 
\Web8ier No. 2 had been filled, and the surplus w^as being sent 
on board the Vanderhilt — ^that the confusion was terrible \ there 
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.were no stores on board either vessel. Of course the best ?h onr 
.power had to be done. Our snpply-boat Elizabeth came up." 
******* 

" The Knieherbocker had, by estimate, three hundred and 
fifty on board. The niglit beiu^ fine, many were disposed of 
on the outer decks, and before I left, at eleven o'clock, nearly 
all had been washed, dressed, and put to bed decrently, and were 
as comfortable as circumstances would admit of our making 
them. All had received needed nourishment, and such surgical 
and medical attention as was innnediately demanded. Leaving 
the Knickerbocker in this satisfactory condition, I came back in 
a small boat, at midnight, to the landing, where I found that the 
Elm City already luid five hundred wtmnded on board. I 
ordered her to run down and anchor near tlie Knickerbocker. 
There had been a special order in her case from the Medical 
Director to go to "Washington. (I judge that this w^as ^iven 
under the misapprehension that she had failed to go to York- 
town, and had lier sick still on board.) "She was unable to go 
&,t once for want of coal, which could not be furnished her till 
the evening of the next day (Monday). This finished the Com- 
mission's boats for the present. The State of Maine had been 
ordered to the landing by the Ilarbor-mRster, and the wounded 
remaining on shore, excluded from the Elm City^ were flocking 
on board of her. Our ladies on the Elm City sent them some 
food, and we put on board from our supply-boat bedding and 
various stores."* 

******* 



• The following beautiful tribute to the Coniniifi«ion*8 Tranfiport work and its 
women helpets, we extract from an 4irticle in tlie Atlantic Monlhli/ : — 

" Amiflst all the heroism of rtarina: and endu»injf wlilch ihi* war liflfl dereloppd^ 
amidst nil the magnanimity of wliich it has htliown the race capable, the darings 
the en<hiran<'e, the grejitness of soul which have been •li^Covered amonj; th«' men 
and wcmien who have jjiven their lives to this work, Mua as brightly as any on 
the batile field — in some respects even more brightl}'. 

* * « * * • « 

"Theirs is the 'lark and painful fide, the menial and hidden side, but made li^Tit 
find lovely by the spirit that shines in and through it all. Glimp^'S of ths 
agency," (the Sanitary Commi-sion,) "are familiar to our people; but not ti I the 
history of its inception, ])ro2:reS'« and n-sults is cnbidy and adequately wriitnn ou( 
and spread before the publi<'. will any id«*a be formed of ti.e majrnitude and ini. 
jiortanc** of the work which it hsix «ione. Nor even then. Nev^r. till i-verv soldier 
who-e lust moments it has soothed, til every soldier whose flickerintr life if has 
pently steadied into continuance, wlmse waniig reason it has softly lulled into 
quiet, whose chilled blood h has warmed into healthful pi -y, whose falinsr frnuitf 
St has nourished into strength, whose lainting heart it has comforted with f*ym« 
pathv — never, until ever\* full ^oul h«s poured out it;* storv of gntitude ami 
thanksgiving, will the record be complete; but long before that tinie, ever tUitQ 
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" At the time of which I am now writing (Monday aftenio<m)| 
wounded men were arriving by every train, entirely unattended^ 
or with at most a detail of two soldiers, two hundred or more oi 
them in a train. They were packed as closely as they could bo 
stowed in the common freight-cars, without beds, without straw, 
at most with a wisp of hay under their heads. Many of the 
lighter cases came on the roof of the cars. They an*ived dead 
and living together, in the same close box, many with awibl 
woundd festering and swarming with maggots. Recollect it wji$ 
midsummer in Virginia, clear and calm. The stench was such 
as to produce vomiting with some of our strong men, habituated 
to the duty, of attending the sick." 

Such were some of the labors undertaken by the Sanitary 
Commission in a single Department of the Union Army during 
the months of May and June, 1862 ; and in tlie other and more 
distant fields its labors were constantly increasing step by step 
with the progress and conflicts of our forces. But we can never 
forget that other most important work which the Commission Is 
ever doing among the camps of our armies, and which was not 
neglected in the forces of the Potomac when before Richmond ; 
for with that army, when within sight of the Confederate 
capital were found the Commission's Sanitary Inspectors^ 
and -all the tributary agencies of supplementary aid; and 
there, near the field-terminus of the Eichmond and York 



the moment that its helping hand was first held forth, eomes the Blessed Voice» 
* Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye hayo 
done it unto me,* ** 

The following schedule and classification of the Hospital Transports which 
were under the care of the Sanitary Comniisiiion, give us pome idea of the extent 
of that woik of mercy, and of the bueiness-liice mansgement of it : 

Sea Stsanum^JUted Jhrpanttaget nuMds. — 9. H. epmiMtnir, Dnaid Webntrr Nn. 1. 

Coai>t'Steamsrs^ whi^'h tnu*4 nutke a hnrhor oit- the approach of hmt toeather^ and which 
ehtmld not be sent beyond PhiUtddphin^ unleM the ner^^tU^ ie urgent.-^VXm City, hUte of 
Miilne. J0hn Bronkt, Ooromodnr**, KennelNfck Onniel W«b«t«r Nn t. 

Ooaet-Steainers fchieh ehould not be run ovteide.—VKndcrhlltt Whttldla, Loalalana, Knicker* 
hocker 

SftUing f)ea9el9 adapted to be used ae Stationary JToepUaUt or to be towed outeide.—Si. 
Mark, Buierpw. 

The mffT-^nU capiusltjr of thew Tevels is eqawl tn tha aeeommndation of four thousand (4,000) 
patlenr*, and may he increatfd to five thousand (5,00(0 it neee-stty I* argent. 

From the Uoie a bnai leave)*, until she can be ptepiu-ed to leave air<iin, wlH be. If she rans to NfW 
Tork, 7 days; tn PhlUllelphta, 6 dayo: tn Wa«hin»rtnn,4 d.ivs; to Annapolis 4 day«; to Baltimore 
4 4 ajrs ; to Old Point, 9 dajs.-<£rMj»<fcf^ Tranepo* («, p. 166 ) 
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' river railway, the writer of these pages found the Commission's 

* relief and stores, and their merciful tents for the personal shelter, 

and humane agents for the provisional succor of the sick and 

' wounded as they were brought in from the lines. And these, 

: like the Commission's labors in transports and ashore, at the 

Pamunkey base of the Peninsula field, were directed in person 

, by the General Secretary, Mr. Olmsted, wliose remarkable 

i genius had helped to give shape and system to the work in 

every department of the Commission's service. 

How the same kind of special labor was at that period pro- 

, gressing in the Western field may be judged, from the fact thpt 

] the Sanitary Commission's agents, and its supplementary supplies 

for the sick and wounded, were everywhere welcomed, and 

everywhere sought in that field. The following paragraphs 

from a letter of tho Western Secretary of the Commission, dated 

May 16th, 1862, and addressed to an auxiliary branch of the 

, Supply Department, presents the same evidences of promptness 

\ and thoughtful preparation and sufficiency, as were witnessed 

then in tjie Eastern field : 

" On mv arrival at Cincinnati, I found the 251 boxes and 
' baiYcls sent May Ist to my address. * * * 

"These stores were on board the Lancaster No, 4 — ^the 
Bteamer we had chartered — without delay or accident. 

" The 251 packages to which I have referred, contained, 
according to the accompanying invoices, 317 bed-ticks, 275 com- 
fortables, 1,223 towels, 15 mattresses, 546 sheets, 191 pairs 
• socks, 874 pillows, 2,010 pillow-cases, 800 shirts, 889 handker- 
chiefs, 641 cushions, 98 pairs drawers, 7 vests, 2 pairs pants, 15 
coats, 98 pairs crutches, 8 blankets, 452 sheets, 24 bed-gowns, 87 
. pairs slippers, 270 pin-cuskions, eye-shades, &c., 988 lbs. dried 
' beef,. 384 lbs. groceries, 6 boxes dried fruit, 15 lbs. dried apples, 
. 961 cans and j^rs of fruit, 5 kegs pickles, 1866 dozen effgs, 
1 box apple butter, 519 lbs. butter, 124 lbs. bread, 985 lbs- 
cheese, 1,462 lbs. dried fruit, 7 bottles lemon syrup, 860 hot. 
^ ties wine, 2 boxes lemons, 11 bottles horse radish, 21 bottles 
. catsup, 9 lbs. soap, 10 gals, maple syrup, 632 Ibg. sugar, 29 spit- 
toons, 28 basins, 310 vols, books, \ boxes magazines, 130 lbs. 
linen list. 
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"I also, in accordance with your instructions, and with the 
money furnished by your Society for that purpose, purchased in 
Cincinnati nearly 200 packages of such articles as could be best 
procured there, and such as seemed necessary for the comfort 
and well-being of the sick among our soldiers in Tennessee." 

W 7P W w W w W 

" Most of the sick are greatly debilitated, an4 are much more 
in want of stimulants and nourishing, appetizing food, than any 
kind of medication. Most diseases here assume a typhoid type, 
and more than half of the severely sick have typhoid fever. 
Scurvy is beginning to make its appearance among our troopB,- 
and the health of all is impaired by their long-continued depri- 
vation of fresh meats, fruits, and vegetables. I cannot describe, 
nor can you fully imagine, how great blessings the eggs, the 
butter, the oranges, the lemons, the thousand cans of fruit, the 
Bauer kraut, the pickles, the ice, the potatoes, the ale, the wine, 
and other articles of equal value, which composed your generous 
gift, will be to these poor, feeble, feverish, and almost famished 
fellows, now lying in in the hospitals at Hamburgh Landing." 

* ' •:fr * * * * * 

" On receiving the sick on board our steamer, the most seri* 
ously ill were placed on cots in the cabin and on the guards. 
Each cot was spread with quilts, comfortables, clean white 
sheets, and pillows ; as inviting a bed as a sick man could ask. 
It would have done your heart good if you could have heard the 
expressions of satisfaction which fell from the lips of these poor 
fellows when their soiled camp-stained garments were taken off, 
each washed throughout, and clad in dean under-clothes, then 
laid between the sheets to which they had so long been stran- 
gers." 

* •» * * * * * 

" Those who were less sick were provided with comfortable 
beds spread on the boiler deck, mattresses filled with straw, 
quilts and comfortables in abundance, from the boxes which you 
Bsnt. 

" The food furnished to the sick was abundant, varied, and 
. excellent. Fresh bread, butter, eggs, fresh beef in the form of 
Boup, tea and coffee, boiled rice, stewed apples, canned fruits, 
with wine and ale to those requiring them." 

***** -x- * 

"I may perhaps weary you with an. enumeration of these de- 
tails, but you must remember that not an article of food .or 
clothing was dispensed on our boat which was not your gift. 

" On Sunday religious services were performed by Mr. Merwin, 
and as cleanliness is next to. godliness, om* convalescents were 



\ 



8« 



tempted to self-pnrificatioii hj the ofier of a pair of bocIcb to every 
one who would wash his feet, to those wno woald perform a 
general ablution, clean shirts and drawers. In this way, with 
Bttle trouble to ourselves, we soon brought our whole eargo of 
living freight into a more comfortable and presentable condi- 
tion.^ * * * 

The records of this humane service of the Western river 
Hospital Transports have not yet been given to the public, but 
the statistics and results are said to exceed those of the same 
kind of service in the Eastern field. At the same time the 
Commission's Camp Inspectors were laboring in every corps 
Wannee in the Southwest ; yet, we believe, that in that field, 
more than in the East, the duties pertaining to Supplementary 
Supplies of " sanitary stores " have considerably and continually 
overshadowed those of the sanitary inspection of camps. But it 
would appear from the publications of the Commission, and 
from the statements made by all army correspondents, as well as 
by the medical officers of the forces there, that aside from im- 
provement of sanitary police in the camps, the supplying of 
anti-scorbutics — fresh vegetables, fruit 2, &c. — ^has been the first, 
greatest, and most constant hygienic necessity among these 
forces,^ and that the Sanitary Commission has fully appreciated 
that necessity, and hfi» munificently provided for it these two 
past years. 

Upon a preceding page we have alluded to the New Medical 
Act, with the enlargements, reforms, and new life, it promised 



^ Tbab this yiew of the importance of the anti scorbutic "sanitary stores" la 
iiot«n oyer-ef^timate, 'will appear in a subsequent section of this narrative: But 
tlie writer wiU here quote a remark that has, on the day of this writing, been made 
in his presence by a distinguished Medical Director in our Southern army: — 

** No other official duty/* said this Medical Director, " during all my service last 
year, seemed so important, or actually did so much for the health and military 
«ife(*tivene«t8 of our forces, as the aid I rendered tlio Sanitary Commission and the 
C(iinmiS9arial in supplying the men with vegetables and fruit. The demon of 
Scurvy was lurking in all our camps and hospitals, and with potato^, onions, and 
^flier «nti-8Corbutio stores, we hunted him thence." 
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to tlie medical service of the army, and the relief it would 
afford to the Sanitary Commission. The hope of such results 
from that Act and the influence and labors of the new Surgeon* 
General and the Corps of Inspectors, was not disappointed; 
although the failure of the Senate to confirm a competent lu- 
spector-General, as provided by that Act, greatly diminished the 
effectiveness of that Corps. But we find in the " JSospitdl 
Transports'^ the fact emphatically stated by Mr. Olmsted, the 
Commission's Secretary, that the new statute, and the chief 
officer under it, did immediately inaugurate improvements 
vitally important to the forces in the field. Mr. Olmsted, in 
his note, says : — 

" Shortly after the battle of Pair Oaks, the new and vastly 
more provident, liberal, and wisely economical policy introduced 
into the medical service, with the appointment of Dr. Hammond 
as Surgeon-General, and of the new corps of Medical Inspectors, 
began to be felt in the Army of the Potomac, — and although 
many of the agents necessary to the perfect success of that 
policy were unable at once to accommodate their habits to the 
required change, the Commission, scrupulously adhering to its 
purpose to do nothing which the properly responsible o&cials in 
any department evinced any readiness to do without its assist- 
ance, had the satisfaction of seeing the necessity for its special- 
service, in connection with the hospital transports, grow gradu- 
ally smaller and smaller." 

And in another note Mr. Olmsted quotes from one of his 
letter to the Surgeon-General, as follows :— 

"Steamboat * Wilson Small,' ) 
Off White House, Ya., June 17, 1862. J 

"My beak General, — ^Your very prompt action, of which 
I am notified by your telegram of this date, in securing the 
shipment of large supplies of anti-scorbutics to the Army of the 
Potomac, without waiting for the Medical Director to assume 
the responsibility of ordering'them, leads me to hope tliat you * 
may think it right in Kke manner to interpose for the protection • 
of the army from other evils, for which, the remedies are equally 
obvious, and more readily attainable. 
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" I therefore vge that tarpaulings, old saila, felt, or canvas in 
bolts, with means of putting it together, be sent here imme- 
diately, in quantities sufficient to form a shelter for ten thousand 
wounded men." * * * 

In another note in the " Hospital Transports^'* it is stated 
that, " During the month after the army reached and intrenched 
itself on the James River, the vessels managed by the Com-' 
mission probably did a better service in what they brought to 
the army, than in the comfort they secured to the sick who were 
fient away upon them." And yet we find that the demands for 
both these kinds of service from the Commission, and for the 
continuance of its co-operation with the medical department, 
continually kept pace with each other, for a letter from an hos- 
pital transport at Harrison's Landing, says : 

" The promptness with which the cargo — ^nearly a thousand 

* barrels — would have been discharged, will be somewhat afiected 

** by the inability of some of the regiments of Heintzelman's 

** corps to send transportation, on account of a movement for 

** which they are ordered to stand in readiness to-day 

** The sudden orders given yesterday for the immediate trana- 

" portation of several thousand sick, liave caused an influx of 

** sick to the landing, overrunning all that the exertions of the 

*^ Medical Director could do to provide for them 

******* 

" As the poor fellows, many of them just getting up from fever, 
" had been, in most cases, finding their way from the camps to the 
^* landing on foot, during the night, their want was urgent. For- 
** tunately, we had a. good supply of the concentrated beef of the 
" Maison Doree, New York, Martinez's preparation [beof-juice], 
" and were not long in getting ready an excellent breakfast for 
" them. It is in just such cases as this, where misery is massed, 
'*' and where what is done tells not only for the relief of misery, but 
•• for tlie strength of the army, and the putting down of the rebel- 
*^ lion, that we find the greatest satisfaction in stepping in with the 
" gifts of the people. Many of these men were in Just the con- 
** dition in which a set-back would be likely to lead to a relapse 
** and lingering disease, and in which again, if they were well 
** cared for, they might be built up rapidly, and soon be sent 
** back to their muskets." 
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tV^hile the Sanitary Commission was thus held to its life- 
saving and humane work in the Peninsula campaign, even to tha 
last, the national forces tliat had so triumphantly con<jiiered 
firm footholds upon the coasts of the Carolinas, Georgia, and 
Florida, and upon the Mississippi, as well as within the scathed ^ 
and desolated inland borders of the rebel territory, were at ^very 
point experiencing necessities that created demands upon its 
resources which were even more urgent than at earlier pe-^ 
riods of the war; and in endeavoring to meet such wide- 
extended requirements, the Commission was impelled to throw 
in its agencies and its means of supply, to the utmost limit 
of its exchequer. The demands were immense, and there it 
incidental evidence that the bottom of its treasury was for 
months very suggestively and painfully visible to its financd 
oommittee. But the Commission's policy would not permit it^ 
to hold the hand in doing and disbursing so long as it had % 
dollar to sustain its operations. In a letter, which we find in 
one of the Commission's published documents, the earnest puiv 
pose and determination in regard to the work and the means for 
accomplishing it, are thus expressed by the General Secretary ta 
his Associate Secretary, Dr. Newberry, at the West : — " 2^§ 
*' governing purpose of the organization is to a/void delay dnd 
** circumlocution to the end of accomplishing efficiency and direct* 
*' ness of action. All practicable checks and methods consistent 
" with and subsidiary to this are to be observed. None are to b$ 
** cared for which assuredly interfere with it, * * * « 

" What one man cannot do^ two mtist. It is immaterial whethen^ 
** the work is done here or there. The question is one of tim9^ 
*' not of trouble. When the money gives out, we are to scuUl§ 
** and go down — tiU then^ do our work thoroicghlyj* 

While Working in this spirit, and alwdyd most gratefully 
withdramng from any responsibility or burden which the- 
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Itedical Department would fully assume, the extent iand terrible 
energy of the National struggle, and the corresponding enlarge- 
lAent of the forces by new levies, served to augment the inevita- 
ble demands upon the Sanitary Commission. General Mo- 

■ 

C51ellan*s Army, reinforced by General Bumside's, had united 
with General Pope's forces, received terrible shocks from Lee 
iind Jackson's combined attacks, and thus required the Sanitary 
Commission to send forward with our pursuing troops such 
ineansof supplementary aid as its Central Office could then com- 
mand. 

^ The Commission was in session in Washington at the time of 
the great battle at Antietam, and, with confidential advices 
concerning the urgent necessities of the occasion, its orders and 
ifrrangements for answering those wants were not restricted or 
delayed a moment in view of the impending exhaustion of 
ifleans. The following extracts from published Minutes and 
documents show what the Commission did, and something of 
the way of its doing : 

r ** The Secretary reported that since the commencement of 
motive operations in Maryland, and previous to yesterday, five 
wagons and one railroad car, loaded with supplies, had been 
Bent by the Commission to and beyond Frederick; that six 
Surgeons and Inspectors of the Commission, with a car-load 
of supplies, were sent on yesterday afternoon ; that three wag- 
ons left Washington for the front of the army on the Upper 
[Potomac at 12 o'clock last night, with a party of eight, in 
charge of Drs. Agnew and Hams ; that a train of army wagons 
are now loading with supplies, to be despatched immediately 
fcr the battle-field, also by way of Frederick ; that Dr. Crane 
h^d been previously stationed at Chambersburff or Haearstown, 
\Hth large discretionary powers to act for the Commission ; and 
lliat despatches had been sent to Philadelphia, ordering the pur- 
chskse of large supplies at that- point ; that these, with stores for- 
warded to Hagarstown in charge of special agents." * * 
««««««««« 

\ " The battle of Antietam was in progress, and during the 
session several wagon trains, one of them accompanied by a 
znember of the Commission, departed for the battle-field from 
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before the door of the building in which the session was held. 
More than 30,000 articles of clothing, with several tons of 
articles of nourishment, stimulants, &c., were sent during the 
week from the Washington depot, for distribution to the 
wounded by the method of the Commission." 

The battles at Corinth, luka, and Perryville, followed closely 
upon the bloody engagements of our forced in Virginia and 
Maryland, and though remote from the base of supply, those 
fields were likewise witness to the timely aid of the Sanitary 
Commission. In a report of the relief work at Perryville, Dr. 
Beed, the Sanitary Commission's agent there, says : 

" On our arrival we learned that we were the first to "brine 
relief where help was needed more than tongue can tell. Instead 
of 700, as first reported, at least 2,500 Union and rebel soldiers 
were at that time lyin^ in great suffering and destitution about 
Perrysville and Harrodsburg. 

" In addition to these, many had already been removed, and 
we had met numbers of those whose wounds were less severe, 
walking and begging their way to Louisville, 85 miles distant. 
To these we frequently ^ave help and comfort by sharing with 
them the slender stocic of food and spirits we had taken with 
us." 

" There had been almost no preparation for the care of the 
wounded at Perryville, and as a consequence the suficring from 
want of help of all kinds, as well as proper accommodations, 
food, medicines and hospital stores, was excessive. Por this 
state of things, however, the surgeons are not to blame. Both 
those in authority and those in attendance had done, and were 
doin^, all in their power to prevent and mitigate the suffering 
to which I have alluded. The fault lies higher than they — with 
the superior military authorities, who withheld from the surgeon 
the information, and denied them the resources, whicl* alone 
would liave enabled them to meet the emergencies of the case. 

" Surgeons were then notified that stores could be had, and 
they were rapidly given out. There were, at this time, some 
1,800 wounded in and about Perryville. They were all very 
dirty; few had straw or other bedding; some were without 
blankets, others had no shirts; and even now, five days after the 
battle, some were being brought in from temporary places 
of shelter, whose wounds had not yet been dressed. Every 
house was a hospital, aU crowded, and withvvery little to eat.^'* 
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At Corinth and luka, the Inspector, Dr. Warriner, reports 
that the Commission liad prepared itself befoiiehand, by massing 
its supplies at Bolivar and Columbus. And it is a fact full of 
significance that, although the regular Medical authorities made 
every exertion to meet the wants of the armies in the Southwest, 
and to liberally anticipate the demands of battle-fields, wo 
should find the following special order, promulgated by Major- 
General Eosecrans : — 

"Head-Quarters IIth Armv Corps, 

"Department of the Cumberland, 

" Nashville, Dec. 11th, 1862. 

" The General Commanding, appreciating the vast amount of 
good which the soldiers of this Army are deriving from the 
Sanitary stores distributed among them by the United States 
Sanitary Commission, directs: 

"That all officers in this department render any aid con* 
astent with their duties, to the agents of this society — and 
afitbrd them every facility for the execution of their charitabla 
work. 

" By order of 

"Maj. Gen. W. S. Eosecrans." 

While from the Medical Director of the Dansville District, 
then populous with military patients in hastily extemporized 
Hospitals, the following hearty and grateful acknowledgments 
were njade to the Commission's Western Secretary. "We extract 
liiem from a letter in Document No. 64, of the Commission's 
publications : — 

"When the hospitals were first established in this district we 
were almost entirely destitute of hospital and medical supplies, 
includins^ almost every article necessary for the comfort of the 
sick. With an unusually large number of sick and wounded on 
our hands, we were compelled to see them suffer without the* 
proper means of affording them relief. 

" The condition of things was immediately telegraphed to the 
Medical Purveyor in Louisville, and that oflicer with his usiial 
promptness at once furnished everything necessary to render our 
fiick comfortable, but from some cause the supplies were detained 
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several weeks an the road, and were not received until long after 
those arrived that were sent by the Sanitary Commission. 

" Considering the large number of sick and wounded in the 
District, (between six and seven thousand,) and the almost total 
absence of everything necessary to render them comfortable,* I 
have no doubt that tlie timely aid afforded by the Commission 
in this single instance has been the means of preventing much 
suffering as well as of saving many valuable lives." 

At the period of which we now write, nearly a million soldiers 
were enrolled in the national army, and the Military Hospitals, 
though they had rapidly increased their capacity, and immensely 
extended and improved their facilities and their hygienic ap- 
pliances, were already overcrowded, so that at the end of October 
the Medical Department had upon its hands the care of more 
than a hundred thousand sick and wounded men in organized 
hospitals, in addition to the daily medical and sanitary wants of 
the vast armies in the field. At that period the several corps of 
medical officers consisted of — 

Reg imentftl Sarfeons about 1 ,000. 

Do. Assistant do " l,20a 

Sorgeons of Jitgular staff (o:d corp«.) 50. 

Assistant Surireon'f do. do 129. 

Surgeons of Voluntoers (Regulars for the war.) 140. 

Assistant do. do. do. 60. 

Medical Cadets (andergraduates, dreners.) 50. 

Civilian Surgeons, under contract by the month 1,250. 

These, under the Surgeon-General, with his special corps oi 
eight Medical and Sanitary Inspectors, as provided by the New 

*Tn a special report of the battle-field work of the Commiwion at Perryville, 
Dr. Dewberry, the Western i^cretary, after designating ihe oflioinl hendn upon 
whom rested the responsibility fur the needless suffering Ujxm that field, reniarks 
tliat, ** from a combination of causes, the condition of the wonnded in this fight 
was peculiarly dii-treasing. Mo adt^qunte provision ha<l been made for their care. 
The stock of medicines nnd hospital stores in the hsnds <»>f the surgeons was in- 
si{<nificnnt. 1'hey had almost no ambulances, no tents, no hocipital furniture, snd 
DO proper f«»od." *»*»»««♦*•♦ 

Dr. Nkwbrrrt reiterates, as every n» ember of lh« Sanitary Commission has 
done again and again, that the first remedy to be applied is. ** the ndilUion to tht 
medicnl corpn of a bodt/ of trained a^iataiits^ whose duty ii nhall be to (fother up and 
remnve the wounded frofti the battle field, and perform for them the firnt necessary 
cficee of reluf; and entt%t»ting in thai department independent inean» of travspar* 
tation and snibnate^iee for the Mck, much toill be done to economise Hfe^ prevent 
Buffering, and improve the health of the t>rtny" — (See Document 64. 
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Medical ^t, were charged with the medical and Burgical care 
and all the administrative service of the Oeneral and Field Hos- 
pitals ; and with the sanitary and medical service of nearly 
eight hundred thousand men in the field. 

With such overwhelming responsibilities, and in times so 
momentous, the Medical Department could not dispense with 
that systematic and well considered aid which ^the Sanitary 
Commission was promptly rendering in every field; nor 
did the Commission find opportunity to withdraw itself from 
the responsibilities which it had found augmenting in an even 
ratio with the extraordinary efforts that had been put forth to 
meet the demands that human life and our national life were 
presenting, and which most urgently, throughout the long lines 
of our armies, and in the wards of the ever-enlarging military 
. hospitals, commanded its attention. And though the Conmiis- 
sion did endeavor gradually to diminish its work of camp inspea- 
iiofij and its daily reports of such inquiry, the time never aiv. 
rived when it could entirely throw off its responsibility and its 
interest in that most important department, nor is it probable it 
ever can relinquish such duty while the war lasts. It is aa 
essential to the military effectiveness of the forces in the field aa 
it is important to the Commission, as the best source of definite 
knowledge of the causes and the preventive agencies with which 
the Commission is concerned. 

In the city and immediate vicinity of Washington alone there 
were, in October of that year, between sixty and seventy large 
edifices occupied as General Hospitals, and, with the Field Hos- 
pital at Harewood, containing at one time nearly 30,000 sick 
and wounded men. At Frederick were 5,000 wounded men from 
the battle-fields of Northern Maryland, filling the churches and 
other public buildings ; and at Louisville, Nashville, St. Louis, 
and various other points, vast nimibers of sick and woimded were 
likewise accumulated from the greatly imperilled armies of the 
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Southwest. Only a year previously to this period the Sanitary 
Commission had fmnished plans and earnestly recommended the 
construction of the first pavilion hospitals, and urged the entire 
abandonment of old hotels and other unsuitable structures that 
were at that time being leased and occupied as hospitals. In 
the autumn of 1862, a large number of extensive pavilion hospi- 
tals had been completed ; yet the exigencies of the summer and 
autumn campaigns had filled a vast number of churches and other 
p?iblic buildings with the sick and wounded. And in view of the 
vital importance of knowing and anticipating the perils and 
hygienic wants of such crowded hospitals, the Sanitary Com- 
mission undertook a special inspection of all the General Hospi- 
tals, the enlightened Surgeon-General having authorized such 
inspection, with advisory powers. 

Under the guidance of a committee, composed of Drs. "Wm. H, 
Van Buren, Wolcott Gibbs and C. E. Agnew, a suitable number 
of distinguished members of the medical profession were selected 
and invited to accept temporary appointments, for pursuing these 
inspections. This important work was commenced immediately 
after the battles In Northern Maryland, and, under the special 
superintendence of Dr. Henry G. Clark, of Boston, it was con- 
tinued until May last. These hospital inspections had com- 
manded the highest talent of the profession, and in the more 
permanent duties connected with this work, a distinguished 
expert and special inspector engaged upon practical improve- 
ments in ventilation, Dr. David Boswell Keid, died while on 
active duty. 

The beneficial results of this temporary undertaking can only 
be estimated by the hospital statistics of death-rates and conva- 
lescent-time-rates, in the hospitals, — improved and unimproved* 
The reports of the Inspectors, of course, are unpublished ; but in 
his first published statement respecting the progress and results 
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of the work, as seen in the montli of November, 1862, we find 
its Superintendent, Dr. Clark, saying that — 

" The suggestions, contained in the reports, with regard to 
defects and evils found to be existing in any of the Hospitals, 
have, when transmitted by me, as they are frequently, by ex- 
tracts, synopses, or verbally, to the surgeon, invariably received 
his immediate and effective attention. 

" An inspection of the reports of the different Inspectors, at 
different and consecutive dates, will also show, in many in- 
stances, a very marked and progressive improvement in the con- 
dition of the Hospitals inspected. 

" This improvement has, no doubt, been partly owing to the 
natural effects of time, and the better experience and opportu- 
nities of tlie officers in charge, but partly, also, I am assured by 
the surgeons themselves, to the friendly influence of the In- 
spectors, and of the establishment, in this way, of a sort of 
standard of excellence. In fact, it is impossible but that the 
opinions of men of standing and knowledge in the profession 
should have its proper weight upon a class of earnest, hard- 
working, and many of them capable men, upon whom the acci- 
dents of war have unexpectedly and suddenly cast the gravest 
labors and responsibilities." 

In the Documents from which we have just quoted, wg find 
that an Inspector reports as follows: "The most urgent amd 
" instant want, not only of the places I have officially ^nsited, 
" but of every military station in the West where I have been, 
*^ is — Hospitals." But, to the honor of the Medical Bureau, it 
must be stated, that every effort was being made to provide 
appropriate and well supplied h^pitals, and that before the 
Sanitary Commission's special inspection of the hospitals had 
terminated, the West as well as the East had ample and excel- 
lent General Hospitals. In Document 56, of the Commission's 
publications. Dr. Clark, the Inspector-in-Chief, remarks : 

"I feel bound to say in relation to them, that, in so larg^ a 
field, it would be wonderful not to find some weeds; to start 
and put into working order the ponderous machinery of Hospi- 
tals which contain, in the mass, more than 70,000 beds, without 
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any triction, would be a miracle. Let ns, then, instead of criti- 
cising too sharply, rather admire the energy, the skill, the admin- 
istrative capacity, shown in extemporizing and systematizing an 
agency so beneiicent and so grand." 

The history of Military Hospitals in all wars of modern times 
fully justified the liberal plans of the Surgeon-Geheral's new 
pavilions, and abundantly warranted the practical concern that 
the Sanitary Commission manifested for tlie improvement of all 
the Hospitals,* and for their adequate supply of sanitary appli- 



♦ It was said by Sir John Pringle, the distinguished Army Surgeon of the 
Walcheren Campaigns, that " Hospitals are amonoj the chief canses of niOTtjiUty 

' in armies ;" and an eminent French surgeon of the same period, asserted tbat 
" Hospitals are a curse to civilization." And such strong terms of denunciation 
were justified by the high death-rate that prevailed in military hospitals in for- 
mer times. Even in the recent Crimean campaign, Miss Nightingale and the 
Sanitary Commission found a frightful rate of mortality in the hospitals; the per- 
centage of deaths C46.7jDfr cent, in the hospitals of Scutari and Koulali, in Febru- 
ary, 1856), was nearly as great as the percentage of recoveries. But that alarm- 

, ing mortality was speedily checked by specific sanitary works, so that the delith- 
rate fell to two or three per cent. (2.2 per cent in the same hospitals) of cases 
treated. Miss Nightingale states, that there was "in the first seven months of the 
Crimean campaign, a mortality among the troops at the rate of 60 per cent per 

annum from disease- alone.' And that during the last five monthi 

of that campaign — after the sanitary improvements came into operation — ** The 
mortality among the troops in the Crimea did not exceed 11.6 per 1,000 (or 1.1 
per cent.) per annum. ■ 

Justly does that devoted lady exclaim : *' Is not this the most complete experi- 

. meat in army hygiene^l We cannot try the experiment over again for the benefit 
of inquirers at home, like a chemical experiment. It must be brought forward as 
o historical example." 

Tlic United States Sanitary Commission having sprung into existence under the 
light and impulse of such examples, had early occasion to give warning against the 
perils of which our national forces and their hospitals were exposed from the clafs 
of causes to which Miss Nightingale alludes. 

In Document No. 42 of the Commission's publications, we find quoted a Report 
upon the " Condition of Military Hospitals in Grafton and Cumberland, by Dr. 
Wm» A, Hammondf Assistant Surgeon U.S. Army;" in which that intelligent 
officer describes 21 hospitals where fevers and a threatening jaortality were prevail- 
ing ; and the following opinion, which Surgeon Hammond expresses concerning one of 
the largest of those fever-nests, shows what perilous evils existed in many of our 
military hospitals during the first year of the war: ''I do not hesitate to say, that 
such a condition of affairs does not exist in any other hospital in the civilized world ; 
and that this hospital is altogether worse than any which were such opprobria to 
the allies in the Crimean war." 
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finces and " sanitary Btores." We have already referred to the 
practical efforts of the Commission in that direction during the 
first months of the war. And it is a fact worthy of note in this 
place, that some of the ahlest Reports that have yet been made 
upon the subject of our Military Hospitals, were hastily prepared 
in the regular course of his official duty, by Assistant-Surgeon 
Hammond, now the Surgeon-GeneraL 

In its earliest labors, at the opening of the war, the Sanitary 
Commission had expressed its intelligent concern for the institu- 
tion of an adequate and most improved system of military 
hospitals, and of hospital administration, nursing, and supplies ; 
and in its later efforts for improvements in this department of the 
medical service, it enjoyed the heartiest and most enlightened 
co-operation of the Surgeon-General. And in this, as in other 
fields of its labors, the Commission possessed an independent 
and very reliable means for guiding and determining in advance 
the measures, or at least the special functions, that from time to 
time have been required at its hands by the sanitary interests of 
the army and the army hospitals. Its scheme of systematic 
statistical inquiries and records which was instituted prior to the 
first battles, and which had analytically registered tlie vital and 
sanitary statistics of the first engagement of our forces at Bull 
Run was more complete than any attempted in previous wars, 
soon had grown into a well-ordered Bureau of Sanitary and 
Vital Statistics. Under the guidance of the General Secre- 
tary of the Commission, the skillful Actuary of that Bureau 
was charged with the duty of applying the most exacting analy- 
sis to the voluminous reports that daily reached the Commis- 
sion's central office from its inspectors and agents throughout 
the Union lines. By this means the Sanitary Commission has 
always enjoyed peculiar advantages. Through this class of la- 
bors it has been able to indicate with comparative certainty the 
Sanitary perils, weakness, or wants of the National forces. 



49 



"Whoever will look into Mr. Elliott's Bttrean of figures and facts 
at the Commission's central office will be able to understand 
something of the work of that Bureau and what are the practical 
and verifying values of its cmtidpating estimations as well as 
of its ex post facto registries. Impossible as it is to quote aajr 
abstract of statistics in this place, the reader may obtain, from 
the following extracts, some idea of the nature and practical 
relations of deductions that are daily attained by that depart- 
ment of the Commission's labor. We quote from Documenii 
No, 46 of the Commission's publications : 

" It will be remarked that the mortality of the armies re- 
cruited at the West (and which as a rule operate at the West) vk 
almost three times (3.01) that of the troops recruited in the Mid- 
dle and New England States (and which as a rule serve with the 
armies of the East), the Western rate from wounds received in 
action being five (4.9) times, and that from disease and accident, 
a little less than tnree (2.8) times as great as the corresponding 
Eastern rates." 



" A like contrast is observed in the sickness^ates of the troops 
East and West, the rate of the latter (one hundred and sixty- 
one per 1,000) being more than twice (more exactly 2.1 times) 
that of the former (namely, seventy-six per 1,000) : the average 
constant sickness rate for the entire army, so far as returned, 
being one hundred and four (104.4) per 1,000 strength." 

« « « ^ « * « 

" There is reason for the belief that the excess of the ratea of 
sickness and mortality in our Western armies over those in the 
East, is due in no small degree, not merely to the greater activitj 
of the former in the field, to over-exertion and exposure, as the 
results of severe and long-continued marches, and to stubborn 
and deadly encounters with the enemy in arms ; but also, to 
badly chosen camp sites, to imperfect and neglected drainage, 
(the nature of the surface and soil not unfrequently being such 
that suitable camp sites, free from malaria, and affording ample 
facilities for drainage could not be found, if sought) ; to the too 
crowded condition of hospitals; to less of variety in food (soft 
bread and dessieated vegetables in very many Western regiments 
being seldom or never had,) and to less of skill and care in its 
preparation ; to water of impure quality and sometimes of in- 
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sufficient quantity ; to the greater disposition on tlie part of the 

soldiers to negleci appliances for personal comfort ; and to the 
greater neglect of, or a lack of means for entbrcing cleanliness of 
person and camp." « « « 

.It pertains no less to the history of the Sanitary Commission's 
labors than to that of the Medical Department's progress that, 
so far as has seemed practicable, the Department has manifestly 
endeavored to extend its official methoas or its official sanction 
.to all the plans and appliances of the Commission ; and that the 
Commission has from the beginning etudionsly adapted all 
its special methods and labors, whether temporary or permanent, 
to work in harmony with the regulations and official necessities 
of the medical service. The statistical inquiries of the Com- 
mission, and the Surgeon-General's "Medical History of the 
War,'' illustrate this fact. In that class of labors the Com- 
mission first opened the way, and has popularized and can well 
defend the work ;* and we doubt if it has yet suggested any 
scheme of reform aflfecting the medical or sanitary service of the 
army, which has not directly or indirectly been affirmed ajid 
practically sustained by some definite action of Government. 
This tendency, which is really inevitable, has been very strikingly 



* Saj8 an emineot joamalUt: — '* How much life and yital force does the great 
'^ War for the Republic necessarily and inevitably require, and how much does it 
" needlessly waste, are questions that not only concern every citizen and every 
«< home in the land, bat profoundly concern the State and the great interests of 
•• humanity." 

" It is a fact weU known to the profession that, in the earlier period of the war 
*' it was regarded as donbtfal whether the suddenly gathered medical sta£f of the 
** Tolunteer army could or would be brought into the habit and duty of faithfully 
** reporting statistics, and practically enforcing systematic sanitary regulations, and 
** exact hygienic observations." » # * » 

In a recent *' Report of the Committee on the Preparation of Army Medical 

' Statistics" dte., for the British Government, and of which Lord Hxbbbrt was 

Ohaurman, the practical importaace of such statistical records is thus alluded 
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-^ilhistratecl* Hj tUe sequence of events in those measures which 
from time to time have been instituted against scurvy and other 
camp diseases in our armies. The Statistical Bureau of the 
Medical Department to-day is organized, and its returns sltq 
being analyzed, and the practical conclusions are being published 
for the benefit of the army ; pavilion hospitab are substituted 
for old-style structures; camp-cooking receives increased atten- 
tion, and the Commission's Department of Belief responds to the 
requisitions of the Sanitary Inspectors, and instantly forwards to 
•designated camps and hospitals such anti-scorbutics and special 
supplies as are demanded ; and, subsequently, the regular Com- 
missariat and Quartermaster's Departments find it practicable 
and expedient to procure and bring forward siimlar and abnn- 
dant supplies, as advised by the medical staff; and then, again, 
the Sanitary Commission's functions in that line will cease until 
like necessities recur. In various other ways, and continually, 
does this principle hold true, and it should be mentioned, to the 
infinite credit of the Medical Department, that, under all the 
temptations and ofiicial difficulties of their mutual relations, it 
maintains with the Commission such an entente cardiale as 
makes its constituted agents and supplementary appliances weir 
come in every camp and hospital, and upon every battle-field. 



to i-^" Reports exhibitiog the resalts of extensive obserrations oyer a wide field 
" yrill serve to measure the inflaences of each known cause of health ; and wi^ 
'' probably lead to the discovery of new causes, both of impaired and of vigorous 
" life. They will contain new contributious to the science of heallb, la which 
" the whole nation ia coacemed." 

"The reports will be the means of improving the health of the army. Thej 
" will oontribute to diminirii the army's sickness, which is attended with expense 
" as well as suffering. For a sick army is the worst extravagance ia which a nation 

** can indulge At the same time they will effect a still more important saving; 

•'for they will save the lives of our soldiers If soldiers die in battle by 

" hundreds, they die of disease in hospitals by thousands The economy of 

** life resulting directly from the information which statistical returns supply, has 
•" be«i idready strikiiigly exemplified," A«.' . 
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In the history of the Sanitary Commission's relations to the 
medical and other departments of the army service, and in its 
best labors for the conservation of life and effectiveness in the 
forces, there mast be many passages that cannot properly be 
'made public during the progress of the war. In searching 
out official delinquencies and defects that imperil tlie health 
of the troops, and in reporting facts and opinions to the higher 
military authorities, and in the greater part of its intercourse 
and correspondence with Heads of Departments, Bureaus, or 
military organizations, and likewise, in nearly all efforts to 
procure reform of abuses, as well as in most of its duties of Li- 
quiry and Advice, the Sanitary Commission's work is, and must 
continue to be, unpublished, and to the public unknown. But 
there is abundant evidence that this class of duties is discharged 
most fearlessly and faithfully, and that it has constituted the 
burden of the Commission's work, from the day of its organiza- 
tion to the present time. 

It suffices that the people know the fact that the Sanitary 

Commission faithfully performs its duty to the army and the 
Government in such matters as in war- times must be as confi- 
dential as they are searching and fearless. But there is a de- 
partment of the Commission's work most interesting and 
humane, and which unreservedly invites the popular attention 
and concern, and it is the duty of the public to know all about 
it, for it is the peopled share in, and contribution to, the Sanitary 
Commission's great work of life-saving and humane ministry in 
the war. 

The Department of Relief. — In every town and hamlet, 
and probably in every household in the loyal States, it is 
known that the United States Sanitary Commission provides 
and distributes material aid to the sick and wounded in 
the camps and hospitals. This knowledge of a particular func- 
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tion of the Commission not only was the first, bnt continues to 
be almost the only information that has generally gained access 
to the people respecting its character and purposes as an institu- • 
tion of the Government ; and this has led to some curious 
results, for example, by a singular but significant metonymy, a 
single branch of this incidental fdnction of special relief, in 
the matter of hospital garments, delicacies, concentrated articles 
of 4iet, and the means of cleanliness, etc., soon became known 
and designated as ^'aa/nitar^ stores ^^^ and, innocent of philolog- 
ical definations or technical distinctions, multitudes of Soldiers' 
Aid Societies and Village Sewing Circles at once assumed the 
title of " Sanitary Commission ;" or, often, more modestly and 
properly, " Branch of the U. S. Sanitary Commission."* But 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission can afford to regard such inno- 
cent misnomers only with gratitude, so long as it maintaiuB 
a special Dep'artment of Belief, which, among other duties, re- 
ceives, classifies, and disburses the people's oiferings to the sick 
and wounded. Indeed, the Aid Societies are true Branches. 

The department of Belief and Supplementauy Supplies is nearly 
a complete institution of itself, and although it has been elaborated 
and oi^anized within the Sanitary Commission — constituting 
what was expressly designated in the Commission's original 
Scheme of Organization, the third stem of the Iranch of "Ad- 
vice ;" [there being two branches of duty assigned to the Com- 
ndission — 1. Inquiry; 2. Advice] — it has a history and, a pur- 
pose peculiarly its own. In its organization, however, the 
framers of the Commission manifestly had a purpose every way 
worthy the grand results that have flowed from it ; for, in their 



♦ " Branch of the United States Sanitary Commission" is now a fully Rntliorizcd 
title for the Central Auxiliaries of the Commiasion's Supply Deparimentv and well 
is that title honored by such tributary Associations as those whose good works we 
shaU presently mention. 
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Bcheme of Organization^ as approved by the President and the 
Secretaiy of War, we find the following among other state- 
ments forecasting npon this subjecty when arranging for duties 
pertaining to the third steniy lis just mentioned :— 

" 8. A sub-committee in direct relation with the State govern- 
ments, and with the public associations of benevolence. First, 
to secure uniformity of plans and then proportion and harmony 
of action; and, finally, abundance of supplies in moneys and 
goods, for such extra purposes as the laws do not and cannot 
provide for." 

^' Thus the organizing, methodizing, and 

reducing to serviceableness, the vague, disproportioned, and 
Lap-hazard benevolence of the pubnc, might do successfuUy 
accomplished." .... 

We have already mentioned that at the beginning of the war 
the Commission had instituted methods of systematic relief in 
military hospitals, and that it also undertook what it then 
termed ^^ i/rregvla/r^^ relief for the benefit of the wck, the way- 
worn and hungry, and the disabled or destitute soldiers found 
about all the great military depots. How exceedingly regular 
and well organized this branch of the Relief service became we 
shall presently see. But the other and main branch of Belief, 
for the sick and wounded in camps and hospitals, was, from the 
beginning, a systematic business. 

The whole work of Sanitary Relief, whether under circum- 
stances that were regvla/r^ or under those that were irregular^ 
soon became strictly systematic ; and although sufficiently ex- 
pansible and independent in its several branches and methods to 
meet the greatest variety and urgency of exigencies, all thia. 
business has been studiously harmonized in a central plan. It 
may be classified as follows : 
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'Hospital Swpplieft cmd ^^ SanUom/ 
Stores^^ to General Hospitals ; 

\Hospital Supplies and ^'Sanitary 
General Eelief tx){ Stores ^^ to Battle-fields and Field 

Hospitals J 

" Samjiixiry Stores " to the Regimental 
Hospitals amd Armies in the Field. 



Special Relief to 



Needy or Sick soldiers m the vidnitif 
of Military/ Depots / 

Needy or Sick soldiers accepting fv/t* 
lough or discha/rgefrom service / 

\Prisoners amd paroled m^euy and indi* 
vidtcal cases of special suffering 
wherefcer found amwng soldiers^ for 
which the Army Regulations fail to 
provide / 

The Sick and Wounded and their 
Friends^ hy the Hospital Directory 
amjd other means. 

The Relief Department of the Commission's work has, from 
the beginning, received the most intelligent and painstaking 
care from the whole body of the Commission and from the best 
men that could be commanded for its service. And to the 
branch of " Special Relief" work not only did the President and 
General Secretary bring all the power of their earnest minds, 
but Providence brought a Superintendent and Chief Aid who, 
from the scenes of the first Bull Run, to the present hour, has 
given to this work for the soldier and the people such zealous, 
discreet, and beneficent services as few men could give, and such 
as probably no man ever before rendered in such work.* 

* ''Dariog the dark days immediately succeeding tbe first battle of Bull Run, a 
clergyman from Massachusetts was amoog the foremost in admioistering to the 
irants and alleviating the distresses of our troT)ps at the national capital. His 
means at first were simple enough. A pail fuU of cofiiee and a basket full of bread 



66 



Studionslj consulting the necessities of the army and hospi- 
talsy and after advising with military and medical officials, the 
Commission early succeeded in bringing forward supplement- 
ary supplies and in oiFering special relief in a great variety of 
ways and by methods so appropriate, effectual, and acceptable, as 
to commend this work to all classes of Government authorities. 
Of this there is good evidence from the fact that, early in the 
autumn of 1861, when the Commission issued a circular inviting 
general contributions of special supplies for the sick and wounded, 
that appeal was endorsed by an emphatic note of approval from 
PKBsroENT Lincoln and Geneeax Scott.* 

Through its Sanitary Inspectors, and by other means of in- 
formation from the camps and hospitals, the Commission's ad- 
vices respecting their deficiences and special wants, and re- 



eonstitnted the material, and a few tin cups the appliances, at his control. The 
necessities of the case were numerous, urgent — realty appalling. Almost instantly 
there grew up, with this same large-hearted Rev. Frederick N. Kuapp at its head, 
the Special Relief Department of the Sanitary Commission. Its heginn'ngs were 
small enough. ' The most we could do,' says he, in his first report, * was to have 
a place assigned us — part of the smaller building, the ** Cane Factory" — where we 
put the sick as they came in, separate from the crowd of the other building, and 
here we had a pile of blankets, from which we made such beds as we could, and 
then brought tea and coffee and supplies for the men from the restaurant in the 
station house, or, more often, from a boardini; house on Pennsylvania avenue.' First 
in the crowded streets, then in a dingy workshop, and thence came the Soldiers' 
Homes of the Sanitary Commission. Since then these beneficent institutions have 
been multiplied until there is now no important place of military transfer in which 
one may not be found." — Sanitary Reporter. 

* When the Postmaster-General had sent 80,000 of those circulars freely 
throughout the land, he followed it by posters for every Post Office in the States, 
and the following note to the Postmasters : — 

"Post Ofpice DKFAaniEMT, Wasbington, Octcber 16, 1861 
*« To the Pontmaftter at 

**Siu, — You are requested to take meastures to effect an organization, if none 
exists, among the women of your district to respond to the accompang appealniy 
of the Sanitary Commission. 

"The Executive Government here very much desires to obtain the active co- 
operatton of the women of America for the holy cause of the Union in this ap- 
propriate mode, and relies upon you to make known this wish to them, and aid as 
ur as possible in securing its accomplishment. 

' Yours, resptctfully, 

" M. BLAIR, 
*' Poiimaster-Oeneral^ 
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specting exigencies occurring or anticipated in the movements or 
the engagements of the troops, have always been immediate and 
definite. In that first circular, which we have mentioned as in- 
dorsed by President Lincoln and General Scott, we find the fol- 
lowing statement respecting the special relief administered in 
hospitals and camps : — 

"Under its present organization, every camp and military 
hospital, from the Atlantic to the Rains, is regularly and fre- 
quently visited, its wants ascertained, anticipated as far as pos- 
sible, and whenever it is right, proper, and broadly merciful, 
supplied directly by the Commission to the extent ol its ability. 
For the means of maintaining this organization, and of exercis- 
ing through it a direct innuence upon the oflScers and men 
favorably to a prudent guard against the dangers of disease to 
which they are subject, which is its first and principal object, 
the Commission is wholly dependent upon voluntary contribu- 
tions to its treasury. For tne means of administering to the 
needs of the sick and wounded, the Commission relies upon gift 
ofierings of their own handiwork from the loyal women of the 
land. It receives not one dollar. from Government. 

" A large proportion of the gifts of the people to the army 
hitherto have been wasted, or worse than wasted, because directed 
without knowledge or discrimination. It is only through the 
Commission that such gifts can reach the army with a reasonable 
assurance that they will be received where they will do the most 
good and the least harm." 

" Some special defect, error, or negligence, endangering 
health, has not been pointed out by its agents, and its remov^ 
or abatement effected. There has not been a single instance in 
which its services or advice, offered through all its various agencies 
have been repulsed ; not a single complaint has been received of 
its embarrassing any officer in nis duty, or of its interfering with 
discipline in the slightest degree. Its labors have, to this time, 
been chiefly directed to inauce precautions against a certain 
class of diseases which have scourged almost every modem 
European army, which deccimated our army in Mexico, and 
which, at one time, rendered nearly half of one of our armies in 
the war of 1812 unfit for service. That there are grander 
causes for this than the labors of the Commission cannot be 
doubted, but that, among human agencies, a larger share of 
credit for it should be given to those labors, it is neither arrogant 
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tLoT unreasonable to assert. In this assurance, what contribution 
that has hitherto been made to the treasury or the store of the 
Ctommission is not received back tenfold in value ? 

" More than sixty thousand articles have been received by the 
Commission from their patriotic countrywomen. It is not known 
that one sent to them has failed to reach its destination, nor has 
one been received that cannot be accounted for. It is confidently 
believed that there has not been of late a single case of seriouB 
illness in the Army of the Potomac, nor wherever the organiza- 
tion of the Conmussion has been completely extended, in which 
Bome of these articles have not administered to the relief of 
suffering." 

This statement was made in September, 1861, and we quote 
it here as a key to the whole theory and modus operandi of this 
business of Systematic Relief. How this branch of service in- 
ci'eased in importance, and why the Sanitary Commission has 
given such special attention to it, the history of our armies vrill 
best telL The people seem well to understand that the best 
and surest channels through which their affectionate and homely 
gifts for special relief can flow directly to their sons and brothers 
in the army, are those which the Government has especially 
authorized, and the Sanitary Commission laboriously and skil- 
fully prepared. 

Fortunately for suffering men in hospitals and upon battle- 
fields, the leading Societies of Aid for soldiers not only became 
tributary to the Relief Department of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, but they quickly learned, how to labor and contribute sys- 
tematically and most effectively. And this success in learning 
how to do such work and how to gather and transmit supple- 
mentary supplies, thus systematically, was brought about by 
earnest purposes and deliberations in which women as well as 
the Government Commissioners shared. In the First Report 
of the " "Woman's Central Association of Relief, at New York," 
we find the following sensible remarks upon this subject in a 
call for the public meeting that organized that model Society of 



69 



/ 



Aid. That call bears date April 25tlij 1861, and thus it intro- 
duces its object, and seems to foreshadow the work of the Sani- 
tary Connnission itself:* 



* The following additional passages from that Circular present the objects 
lirhich were then definitely had in view : — 

*' To the Women of New York, and especially to those already engaged in prepar- 
ing against the time of Wounds and Sickness in the Army. — The importance of 
Bystematizing and concentrating the spontaneous and earnest efforts now making 
by the women of New York, for the supply of extra medical aid to our Army 
through its present campaign, must be obvious to all reflecting persons. Numer- 
ous societies, working without concert, organization, or head, — without any direct 
chderstanding with the official authorities, — without any positive instructions as to 
the immediate or future wants of the army, — are liable to waste their enthusiasm 
in disproportionate efforts, to overlook some claims and overdo others, while they 
give unnecessary trouble in official quarters, by the yariety and irregularity of 
theu: proffers of help or their inquiries for guidance. 

" To make the meeting practical and effective, it seems proper here to set forth 
briefly the objects that should be kept in view. The form which woman's benevo- ' 
lence has already taken, and is likely to take, in the present crisis, is, first, the 
contribution of labor, skill, and money in th& preparation of lint, bandages, and 
other stores, in aid of the wants of the Medical Staff; second, the offer of persoDal 
services as nurses. 

" In regard to the first, it is important to obtain and disseminate exact official in- 
formation as to the nature and variety of the wants of the army ; to give proper 
direction and proportion to the labor expended, so as to avoid superfluity in some 
things and denciency in others ; and to this end, to come to a careful and thorough 
understanding with the official head of the Medical Staff, through a committee 
having this department in hand. To this committee should be assigned the duty 
of conferring with other associations in other parts of the country, and especially 
through the press, to keep the women of the loyal States everywhere informed how 
their efforts may be most wisely and economically employed, aud their contribu- 
tions of all kinds most directly concentrated at New York, and put at the service 
of the Medical Staf£ A central depot would, of course, be the first thing to be de- 
aired 

" In regard to the second form of benevolence — the offer of personal services as 
nurses — it is felt that the public mind needs much enlightenment, and the overflow- 
ing zeal and sympathy of the women of the nation, a careful channel, not only to 
prevent waste of time and effort, but to save embarrassment to the official staff", 
and to secure real efficiency in the service. Should our unhappy war be continued, 
the army is certain to want the services of extra nurses, not merely on account of 
casualities of the field, but of the camp diseases, originating in the exposure of sol- 
diery to a strange climate and to unaccustomed hardships. The result of all the 
experience of the Crimean war has been to prove the total uselessness of any btU 
picked and skilled women in this department of duty, 

* * it» . * « * 

" To consider this matter deliberately, and to take such common action as may 
then appear wise, we earnestly invite the women of New York, and the pastors of 
chnrches, with such medical advisers as may be specially invited, to assemble for 
counsel and action, at the Cooper InsUtutei on Monday morning next, (April 2dth,) 
at eleven o'clock." 
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^^The importance of fiystematizing and concentrating the 
BDontaneoiis and earnest efforts now making by the women of 
New York, for the supply of extra medical aid to our army 
through its present campaigns, must be obvious to all reiiecting 
persons. Numerous societies, working without concert, organ- 
ization, or head, without any direct understanding with the 
official authorities, without any positive instructions as to the 
immediate or future wants of the army, are liable to waste their 
enthusiasm in disproportionate efforts, to overlook some claims 
and overdo others, while they givennnecessary trouble in otticial 
quarters, by the variety and irregularity of their proffers of help 
or their inquiries for guidance." 

In the first report of the " Soldiers' Aid Society of Northern 
Ohio," an association of remarkable efficiency, organized a week 
previous to the one in New York, we find another suggestive 
remark concerning the best method of reaching the sick sol- 
diers' wants. That report says : 

" The officers of the Society deeply felt the burden and re- 
sponsibility of dispensing with prudence, impartiality, and wis- 
dom, the precious fruits of so much patient and loving toil, 
and on October 9th, 1861, application was made for permission 
to act as auxiliary to the IF. S. Sanitary Commission." 

There is reason to believe that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion assumed the care and distribution of hospital supplies with 
some misgivings and only after careful inquiry, while the far- 
seeing General Secretary, and the excellent subordinates to 
whom he committed the work of " inspection" and aid, appear 
to have given, then* best energies to the duty of thoroughly 
systematizing the whole work of Relief. In the Autumn of 
1861, Mr. Olmsted reports to the Commission that, — 

^' The principal depots of stores for the Commission are in 
New York, (under charge of the "Women's Central Relief 
Association" of New York) ; at Boston ; at Providence, R. I. ; at 
Philadelphia; at Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio; 
at Wheeling, Va. ; at Louisville ; at Chicago ; at Cairo ; at St. 
Louis, and at Washington." 
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The same report also states, that nearly 100,000 articles had 
then been received at those dcpots,/and that from the Washing- 
ton depot alone one hundred and twenty-six hospitals had 
received snch supplies as that depot could furnish. As the prin- 
ciples and methods of distribution, which at that period had 
been adopted, remain essentially the same at the present time, 
we will here refer to them by quoting a concise statement that 
appears in the above-mentioned report : 

" System of Distribution, — It is the duty of the Commission 
to prevent, as far as possible, the sacrifice of human life to mat- 
ters of form and considerations of accuracy of accounts. Its 
method of distribution is as thorough and exact as can be main- 
tained consistently with this duty," 

" Touchers signed by the surgeon, or his assistant, of every 
regiment or hospital aided, and countersigned by an inspector 
of the Commission, who has ascertained that the articles supplied 
are actually needed, have been obtained, however, for every 
dollar's worth issued at all the depots directly controlled by the 
Commission." 

" Caution is exercised in the distribution of the gifts of the 
people, chiefly in the following particulars : 

" 1. That they should be as fairly divided as is practicable — 
those most needy being most liberally dealt with ; 

"2. That no oflScer shall be unnecessarily relieved from an 
existing responsibility to secure for all dependent on him all the 
supplies which it is his right and duty to demand directly of 
Government." 

The nature and extent, the business-like system, and the well- 
organized methods of the Commission's Department of General 
Kelief and Suj^plementary Supply may best be appreciated by 
inspecting the daily operations of that Department at one of its 
principal depots, like that at Washington or Louisville, or by 
witnessing the rapid accumulation, and equally rapid disburse- 
ment and forwarding of " sanitary stores " at temporary depots in 
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the immediate vidnity of armies in the field, as at Chattanooga 
or Morris Island. The system and methods of this work may 
briefly be described as follows : — ^At Washington, Lonisville, and 
Hew York, the Commission has established Central Depots of 
snpply where the " sanitary stores " are systematically accnmu- 
lated from the countless and unfailing tributaries of voluntaiy aid, 
— ^the Associations of Kelief and the Soldiers' Aid Societies, — ^that 
have been organized by the people everywhere in in the loyal 
states, and which, in Boston, Buffalo, Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, and some other great 
commercial centres, have been fully systematised in grand 
branches that serve as permanent auxiliaries to the Central 
Depots here mentioned. 

Properly classified, packed, and made ready for shipment on 
instant orders, the " sanitary stores," thus accumulated in the 
Central Depots and Branches, are subject to such assignment 
and distribution as the movements and exigencies of the armies 
and wants of the hospitals may demand. And wherever the 
exigencies and whatever the demand arising from wants of the 
sick and wounded or needy, it is the first duty of the Commis- 
sion's Sanitary Inspectors to direct the Eelief Agents to bring 
forward the requisite supply of the needed " sanitary stores," 
and distribute them to the very places where they are required. 
For the facility and promptitude of such distribution and direct 
application of these supplies there is a moveable or temporary 
depot and distributing office maintained in every Department 
and in almost every Corps of the Army. 

Though the greater proportion of such supplementary sup- 
plies come directly from the hands of the loyal and humane 
women of the States, there is a large and important class of 
stores that can only be procured by purchase at wholesale, and 
in such purchases, — ^mostly for " battle-field relief," — ^the Sani- 
tary Commission has expended the golden gifts of California. 
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Biit the gifts and handiwork of women are far more valuable 
and important, though not more indispensible, than the contri- 
butions of money. The " sanitary stores " that have been sent 
to the Commission's Depots by the women, already amount to 
an a^regate of several millions of articles,* possessing a cash 
value that has been estimated at more than seven millions 07 

POIXABS. 



* The following passage from Miss Nightinqale's replies to the Questions (put 
bjr the Royal Commission): — " Were any difficultiee experienced in ohlaining 
food, cloihing, bedding, and medical comforts f" " What appeara to be the 
cause of such difficulties T' and " How were theg overcome f* strikingly illug. 
trates the similarity of the wants which she met upon the Bosphorus, and 
which the U. S. Sanitary Commission meets in our much larger hospi- 
tals and more hastily gathered army : We here give the abstract of the replies of 
that remarkable woman, whom a distinguished surgeon in the hospitals at Scutari, 
has aptly termed the " Good Providence of the Barrack Hospitals :" — 

" Difficulties were experienced in obtaining some articles of extra diet^ shirts, 
clean linen, and bedding, ward- furniture, and utensils." 

" With regard to stores, I can best answer * * * by putting in an abstract of 
some of the principal articles supplied from private sources to the hospitals, <&c„ at 
Scutari, on requisition from medical officers, as well as those in the Crimea, and 
only after ascertaining, in most instances, that the articles did not exist in the pur- 
yeyor'a store, or were not to be issued thence: (1.) 



** Shirta (flAnnel and cotton) 60,008 

Pairs of Drawers 6.948 

Bocks and Stockings 28.748 

BUppers 8.62« 

DresslnggowDS 1,004 

Handkerchiefs 10,(H)0 

Atr-beds and Piilows 282 

Towels 6,826 

Preserved Meats (cases) 268 



Drinking Cups 5,47T 

India Bubber Sheeting (yds.) 820 

Baths, Brooms, Flanoel, 

Soap, Bed-paos, Gloves and MIts, 

Games, Combs, Thread and Tape, 

Table, Brooms, Boilers, 

Lanterns, Lamps, Camp KltcheDS« 

Cooking Stores, Ac, &c.*' 



« * « «*The purveyor purveys according to his 'warrants,'— but the soldier, 
Vftnts according to hiB circumstances. The absurdity lies in attempting to pro- 
Tide for war, an abnormal state of society, by normal rules, — ^non-ezpensiye/' 
* * « w » » » 

*' A far more serious (]|ue8tion, however, than the want of stores, which, with 
the Anglo-Saxon race, will always be supplied^ in such cases, by private interposi- 
tion. is the non-organization of a system of general hospital government For the 
clash of departments which now constitutes that system cannot be called a hospital 
government at all. * » ♦ 

It ia a lamentable fact that the same clash of departments is still permitted by 
our Federal authorities to interfere with the proper administration of the army 
Medical Bureau, and with the government of our general hospitals. 

(1.) We quote from Hiss Nightingale's abstract only the more Important items, and by referrfnf 
to subsequent pages the reader ivill be able to compare the above table with similar abstracts of the 
>» Woman's Central Relief Asiociatloo,** the Cleveland, the Boston, and other Belief tributaries of 
Hit Baniury Commission. 
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In order justly to estimate tlie nature and the ever-recnrring 
necessity of the supplementary aid that is aflForded by the San- 
itary Commission's Relief Department, the fact must be borne 
in mind that the Army Kegulations are not as expansible and as 
facile in their applications to special and unusual emergencies as 
the necessities of war — especially of such a terrible contest as oura 
— and the sudden wants of the sick and wounded, often demand. 
And it is just here that the Sanitary Commission steps in and 
quickly bridges the chasms of want, while at the same time it 
throws its most friendly influence in favor of the regular sup- 
plies through regular military channels. But, as Miss Night- 
ingale has graphically said, "the soldier wants according to his 
circumstances, but the purveyor purveys according to his war- 
rants" (regulations). And it is because the Sanitary Commis- 
sion has the power and the earnest purpose to come to the aid of 
the Medical Department and the needy soldier, just when its 
more expansible and multiform appliances are desired and india- 
pensible, that the people of the loyal States have so generously 
elected its channels for the transmission of their contributions of 
material aid for the sick and wounded, or for the soldier wherever 
and whenever his need is most urgent. Its agencies and appli- 
ances of relief follow the soldier through all the encampments, 
bivouacks, and toilsome marches, until he reaches the battle- 
fields, and to those fields, as closely as non-combatants can ap- 
proach, it gathers its best supplies for wounded and field-worn 
men. Then, in the ambulance, and to the general hospital, its 
*^ sanitary stores " are always at hand, and to the invalid, the 
convalescent, and the discharged soldier leaving the hospitals, or 
wherever he may be found in need of sanitary and friendly aid, 
the Commission is ever at hand with its well-organized methods 
of immediate relief, and the advice that such persons require. 
The peculiarity of the Commission's methods of working in each 
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of these special fields of Belief require sepsirate conmderation 
in this narrative. 

Supplementcury Supplies and /fecial Rdief upon JSattie^ 
fields: — The experience gained at Ball's Bluff, Pittsburg* 
Landing, Corinth, and upon the bloody fields of the Peninsula, 
the Bappahannock, the Antietam, and Manassas, as well as in 
the later great conflicts, as at Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Chat- 
tanooga, have impelled the Sanitary Commission to impart such 
shape and resources to this department of Supplementary Sup- 
plies, as should render it adequate to the exigencies which inva* 
riably follow upon the sanguinary conflicts of our forces in the 
field. 

We have already seen how the Commission administered its 
material and personal agencies of rdifff and aid during the Pe- 
ninsula campaign, and upon the earlier battle-fields, but those 
aspects of this subject which most concern the people and the 
soldiers we will now present somewhat more fully in detail ; for 
the people have a right to know precisely how directly and cer- 
tainly their gifts go to mitigate the woes of the brave men who 
&11 in battle. 

Solferino and Magenta had some of their horrors mitigated by 
corps of Infirmi^s Volontaires^ and until the new Medical Act 
and the new Surgeon-General had breathed new life and enlarge- 
ment into the medical service, our Army Sanitary Commission 
seemed likely to be burdened with the duty of providing such 
corps of nurses and field-hospital attendants ; and we believe 
that hitherto nearly every great battle-ground of our forces has 
borne witness to the readiness of the Commission to assume such 
service when necessary. But on battle-fields and in the field- 
hospitals, as well as in the general hospitals, the Commission 
has mainly endeavored to aid the regular methods of service, 
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eo-operating with its officers, and supplementing defideneies as 
far as practicable.* 

With independent means of transportation and disbursement, 
and regardless of risks which the military bureaus are slow 
to incur, the Sanitary Commission's supplies are expeditiously 
thrown forward towards points where great engagements are 
impending ; and the records of the timely service thus rendered 
our brave men in their time of greatest need, will live with the 
history of the war. f 

' This is the method of the Sanitary Commission's work in the 
vicinity of battle-fields. The Relief Department, as advised by 
the Sanitary Inspectors in the field, and as directed fi*om the 
Central offices, sends forward with the moving columns of the 
army, and also, when practicable, to designated convenient 
points in the vicinity of the army's line of movement, such well 
packed trains of selected supplies as for the time are deemed 
necessary to provide for probable necessities of woimded and 
exhausted men in the ambulance depots and field-hospitals. In 
most of our armies, whether encamped or moving, the Commis- 
sion maintains a "flying depot," or special wagon-train ot 
" sanitary stores," under the supervision of the Inspectors and 



* In support of the' policy and the measures adopted bj the U. 9. StnUar^ 
Commitsion, in its plan of " Battle-field Relief/*- we quote the followiDg emphatic 
BtatemeDt, which was made by the representative of the King of Prussia, Dr. 
li>ffler, Physician-in-Cbief of the 4th corps in the Prussian aimy, at tbe'/n^frna- 
tionai Sanitary Conference^ at Geneva, Oct. 1863: 

** It would not be consistent with the principle of wise .State economy to gi^e, 
in times of peace, and in -a continued manner, to the sanitary service of armies, 
that measure of attention and that great development which it claims in times of 
iraf. Moreover, the history of the great contests in our times has demonstrated 
that when war is about to break out it is impossible for the official authorities to 
provide the means of succor with sufficient rapidity, and ^ven in a sufficient de- 
gree for hU possible exigencies. It is to the charitable support and co-operation 
of the public that we must address ourselves to surround th^'rictims of the eon- 
test with all the care to which they have a well-deserved right, and which the 
heart of the true philanthropist must demand for unfortunate ^llow-beings.** 
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Relief Agents, as was first ordered and bronght into fnll 
operation by a member of the Commission during the maroli 
of the Potomac Armj through Maryland in the autumn of 
1862.* 

At certain points designated by military advice, and con- 
venient to the protect^ flank of the moving columns, and some* 
times much nearer the points of anticipated combat than the 
regular Medical trains are permitted to approach,! the Sani- 



* In a communication dated September lltli, 1862, that Commissioner made the 
following statement respecting the organization of " flying depots'' of " sanitary 
Btores/' to mo7e with the columns of the army: 

" I went to the front to organize a more perfect system of supply and dtstribn- 
tion of Sanitary Oommission Stores, and have succeeded, I think, in dolDg so. We 
have now two two-horse wagons with supplies, moving with the advance column 
of the army, with orders to keep close np with the line of .battle. Dr. Chamberlain 
is with one of these, and Dr. Andrews with the other. Smith is to relieve Cham- 
berlain. I have also sent out some four-horse army wagons, laden with supplies 
from our Washington depot, under charge of Mr. Mitchell, with orders to move 
A mile or two in the rear of the line of battle. I say ** line of battle," because the 
array is now moving and camping always in line of battle. Our Inspectors in the 
advance are instructed to ^o through the divisions and brigades, and distribute 
their stores on the requisition of the army medical officers, not only to sick men 
but to the feeble and weary. Some of the regiments have lived so long on hard 
bread, coffee, <&c, that they are asthenic. Our Inspectors in the advanee draw 
on Mitcheirs army wagons, and thus keep their two-horse wagons constantly full. 
As soon as the army wagons are exhausted, others will be in plaoe, with stores 
from our Washington depot, and I think our resources will thus be effectively ap- 
plied. .** ♦* « *#» 

*' I wish we could afford to keep such an organization moving with every army 
corps — a depot on toheeh, fed from stationary depots." * * * 

J. « « # # " After the battle of Gettysburg, when Meade was pursuinff Lee's 
flying army, and another general battle was hourly expected near the old field of 
Antietam', the General would not, and could not allow the vast medical stores re- 
quired in case of a battle to be brought over South Mountain, because Boonsboro, 
beyond which his own headquarters lay, and where the Sanitary Commission had 
opened its store-houses, was liable any day to be attacked and ransacked by the 
enemy's cavalry. This was prndent and humane ; and yet in case of a great battle 
it must have caused enormous suffering. Now, for this very reason that it was not 
safe for the Government stores, the Sanitary Commission determined to run the 
risk of its own stores, that if a battle did occur, it might alleviate the wants of the 
battle-field, till the regular medical sftores could be brought Up. Thus the Medieal 
Department followed its legitimate and bounden course of duty in obedience to 
Jadicioas orders from headquarters. The Sanitary Oommission, with its independ- 
ent transportation, and independent movements in general, followed also its le- 
gitimate and necessary duty, and stood ready to prevent the evils which must 
pqherwise flow from the best and wisest course lett* open to th^ Medical pepart- 
m6nt**'^yorih American Review, January^ 1864. 
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taiy Eelief trains rendezYous, and establiah dispensing depots. 
In all cases the Inspectors and Belief Agents endeavor, nnder 
military advice, to keep the Sanitary train sufficiently in ad- 
vance with the moving columns of the forces to be prepared for 
tilie oxigencies of battle. 

The moment a general engagement of ^ forces is announced, 
the Inspector who for the occasion is in charge of the Commis- 
Kon's work, directs the necessary regulations for the distribution 
of " Sanitary stores ' ' for the succor of wounded men, and, at 
the same time, he and his aids undertake to ascertain by per- 
sonal inquiry what may be the extent and nature of wants to be 
supplied by such supplementary means. Then by couriers and by 
telegraph, requisitions are made upon the Commission's nearest 
depots for such supplies, while from the Central Depots still 
larger invoices of assorted supplies for battle-field relief are 
hastened forward to the field or to the temporary depots, as oc- 
casion may require ; and being continually informed respecting 
the actual and prospective wants of the wounded, the Central 
and the Branch offices promptly respond to special requests from 
the field and to orders from the Commission. By all practicable 
means, and usually by several routes, the supplies are pushed 
forward towards the field hospitals, and along the lines where 
the means of succor are most required. 

Each battle-field of course presents its peculiarities, and a 
distinct history of woes, and of insufficiency in the means of re- 
lief of the wounded, and it must be confessed that upon all great 
battle-fields there has been a vast amount of unrelieved suffering 
from causes that ought never to exist in well organized forces ; and 
it must also be stated that in every great battle that is fonght 
in open fields, or under ordinary conditions, a certain amount 
of unrelieved suffering, from want or tardiness of succor to the 
wounded, is inevitable. The former occurs in consequence 
of defects of the ambulance system, and the great difficulty in 
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providing adequate medical aid ; the latter, or inevitable wants, 
are supposed to result from the military necessitieB that are in- 
evitable in war ; the choice of evils must be made, and if 
wounded men cannot safely be conveyed to the rear, or if they 
fall into the enemy's hands, their suffering is accepted as the 
^' fate of war." Bi^ the Sanitary Commission has earnestly 
endeavored to diminish, and by every possible -means to pre- 
vent this want of timely succor, and upon some of the later 
battle-fields, as at the second great battle before Chattanooga, 
the sufferings of the wounded for needed relief have, by the 
prompt and abundant aid of the Sanitary Commission, oo- 
operating with the surgeons, been reduced to a minimum never 
before equalled in such conflicts. 

The extent andui^ency of wants which the wounded are liable 
to suffer from lack of timely succor, also depends largely upon 
the haste and magnitude of the movement of the forces and 
their supplies, the difficulties of transportation, and the severily 
of the combat ; therefore, the diflSculties that lie in the way of 
the Commission's work of battle-field relief correspond to these 
various circumstances, but as that work is now organized, these 
circumstances are met by corresponding efforts and resources in 
the relief work, and notwithstanding the diflSculties and perils 
that surround such work, the duties it imposes are never shirked 
by the Inspectors and Belief Agents who engage in it, and vast 
as the demands for aid may be, the resources and methods of the 
Commission are rendered so expansible, that they promptly 
apply all the means of relief which the munificent contributions 
from the people enable them to offer. In thp earlier period of the 
war, it sometimes occurred that the Commission's resources 
were inadequate from lack of ftmds in the Sanitary Treasuiy, 
and exhaustion of reserved supplies in the Commission's depots. 
But as the business and methods of battle-field relief became 
fiystematized and well utiderstoood, the liability to insuflBciency 
and delay steadily diminished. 
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Upon occasion of great battlee, when the National cause and 
tbe sjmpatliies of the people are put to severe triak, neither the 
treasury nor the storehouses of the Commission hold from re- 
^ponding to the largest requisitions that can be made available 
for the relief of the wonnded. We have abeady alluded to the 
present methods of " batlie-field relief'' coring General McClel- 
lan's campaign in northern Maryland^ and we will, from this 
point of the narrative, recount some incidents from the pub- 
lished records of the Commission's work in this branch oi relief. 

The memorable battle-field of Antietam wiH ever be remem- 
bered in the history of the Commis«^on, as the field and the oc- 
casion upon which the providence of California's golden giflks 
confirmed the humane purposes of Sanitary relief, and first min- 
istered to the wounded. Previous to that period the system 
and means for such aid were insufficient, yet the subject had re- 
ceived much attention from various members of the Conmiission, 
particularly from Dr. Newberry and Mr. Olmsted, and under 
the direction of those two officers, and in the abundant experi- 
ence liey had in the working of that system experimentally 
during spring campaigns of 1862, the methods of supplement- 
ary field work which had proved both practicable and neces- 
sary, were always too limited in means. The people, through 
their societies of voluntary aid, and the great branches of 
: supply that had allied themselves to the Commission, had liber- 
ally contributed materials for succor; they had also supported 
the Sanitary Treasury to such a degree as to keep those early 
• methods of labor in operation. But the vastly increased mag- 
nitude of the demands for the succor of the wounded, as the 
. campaigns of 1862 progressed, and the unobstructed opportunity 
which was officially granted for such work, threw upon the 
. Commission a responsibility that required a vast increase of its 
.financial resources. The fact is now known, that in its endea- 
Yord to bridge the chasms of want and terrible necessities upcm 
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the nnmerotts battle-fields of the stunmer of 1^62, the Oommia* 

sion was impelled by urgent considerations of duty to the 

wounded and to the country to put its hand to the very bottoi^ 

of its Treasury, and to the last packages in its Central Depots. 

In a statement then published [Document ^o. 48] the following 

facts are mentioned^'by a member of the Commission writing 

from the field, on the fourth day subsequent to the battle of 

Antietam : ; 

I 

" It should be remembered, that so rapid was the movement 
of the army through "Washington, after the disaster and lossei 
of the Virginia campaign, that the regimental, and brigade, and 
division medical officers could not, to any considerable extent^ 
replenish their exhausted supplies. 

" The medical supplies sent to meet the emergency on Wedi- 
nesda, did not begin to arrive on the battle-field until Saturdajf 
afternoon, and then in small quantity and entirely inadequate. 
Many of the same supplies are still here (at Frederick), awaiting 
transportation, while the Commission has had at least font 
wagon trains sent to the front that left Washington subsequent 
to Wednesday afternoon, in addition to two sent before in anti<si- 
ipation of the battle. Tou can estimate at your oflice the number 
of wagons we have sent forward, including Hay's trains, which 
will be on the battle-field this afternoon. As soon as Briiik and 
Mitchell and Parsoiis arrived on the battle-field, I sent them 
over radii, previously ascertained to be within the circle of thfe 
late battles. They will be able to state personally the fields of 
their operations, as I desired them to keep notes. I left Dun- 
ning's wagon — ^in fact all the two-horse wagons and ambulances 
of our train — constantly going, and carrying relief to thousands 
-of wounded. > 

The wounded were mainly clustered about bams, occupying 
the barn-yards, and floors, and stables, having plenty of good 
straw, well broken by the power threshing machine. I saw fif- 
teen hundred wounded men lying upon the straw about two 
barns, within sight of each other 1 Indeed, there is not a barQ, 
or farm-house, or store, or church, or school-house, betweep 
Boonesborough, Keodysjrille, and Sharpsburgh, and the latt^ 
and Smoketown, that is not gorged with wounded — rebel and 
Union. Even the corurcribs, and in many instances the ocf^" 
.stable, and in one place the mangers, were fi,lled. Several thoi|r 
sands lie in the open air, upon straw, and all are receiving tl^e 
'.kind services of the.fa^».^rs^ families and the Bprgepns. ^ 



^ I hope I never shall foreet the evidences everywhere mani- 
fested of the unselfish and devoted heroism of our surgeons^ 
i-egular and volunteer, in the care of both Federal and rebel 
'Wounded. ♦ * * -jt * * 

'^ Having stndied the field, and the relations of the clusters of 
wounded to a central point, I took, on Saturday, a store at 
Bharpsburgh, hiring it of a Union citizen of the name of Cronise. 
On Saturday evening I brought up the mule teams of Peverley 
to Sharpsburgh. On Sunday morning, Dunning, Mitchell, Par- 
sons, and myself, unpacked the boxes, and filled the shelves and 
bins. I tooK charge of the wagons on Saturday night, because 
Dunning, Brink, and Mitchell were out with relief, to the right 
imd left, for about three thousand woimded ; and Parsons had 
;gone back, under instructions from Medical Director Letterman, 
and my approval, to Birkettsville, with relief to five hundred 
.and forty wounded. 

" To finish the store business, I may say that I have left Par- 
dons and Peverley, and a clerk of Mr. Cronise, in charge of the 
Bharpsburgh store, taking care to provide, out of our trains, a 
wagon ana a saddle-horse for Dr. Dunning, and the same for 
Dr. Brink. I have given them written instructions to use the 
aaddle-horses >to explore the barn-yards and hamlets of the 
country, and the wagons to accompany with stores of food, 
stimulants, bandages, clothing, &c., &c. 

" Our plans, so far, are working splendidly, thanks to the 
vigor witn which you at Washington have crowded forward 
^supplies, and the aid given by Dr. Letterman and his medical 
.officers We have been ahead of everj^ one, and at least two 
days ahead of the supplies of the Medical Bureou ; the latter 
fact due to its want of independent transportation." * * 



In the same document [No. 48] the following summary of 
supplies forwarded to the battle-field, is given oflicially : 

' " Our independent means of transportation often enable us to 
reach the wounded with stores in advance of all Government or 
'other supplies. The first two days are more important than the 
next ten to the saving of life and the relief of misery. 
' " At the recent battle-ground we were able to be present in 
advance two days, of all supplies (beyond the small amount in 
the nearly em^ty storehouse of the army Medical Purveyor^, 
-with twenty-five wagon loads of stimulants, condensed foo<L 
medicines, and conveniences. Within a yveek we dispatchea 
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sucoeasfully by teams, to the scene of battle, from Washington 
alone, 28,763 pieces dry-goods, shirts, towels, bed-ticks, pillows, 
&c., 30 barrels bandages, old linen, &c., 3,188 pounds farina, 
&c. ; 2,620 pounds condensed milk, 5,050 pounds beef stock and 
canned meats, 3,000 bottles wine and cordials, and several tons 
of lemons and other fruit, crackers, tea, sugar, rubber cloth, tin- 
cups, and hospital conveniences.* 

^^ Great and constant, therefore, as the supplies of our Central 
Auxiliary Associations are, and of the towns and villages on 
which they depend, they ought not to be surprised to learn that 
our Washington storehouses are bare of shirts, drawers, slippers, 
socks, bed-sacks, blankets, and old clothing, and that only the 
ceaseless and increased activity and humanity of our women 
can bo depended on to meet the new demand/' 

All this had been done before the smoke of that terrible bat-^ 
ile had fairly cleared from the ground where lay nearly ten 
thousand wounded men of our own army, and several thousands 
of the rebel forces left to the care of Federal surgeons and the 
Sanitary Commission, and while the utmost resources of the 
Commission were being thus applied by means of a system that 
was more fully adequate to the occasion than similar efforts 
upon other battle-fields had been, it was at a rafte of expendi- 
ture that speedily exhausted all reserved supplies of sanitary 
stores, and sent the last funds of the Treasury into the markets 
for additional means of succor. It was at that hour of imperar 
tive duty and greatest anxiety, on the 21st of September, the 
fourth day after the battle — ^that a telegram from California 



* While the Sanitary Commtsmon was thus sending forward all the meaoB af 
Buccor it could then command, it Buccesafully undertook to forward from New York 
a sufficient supply of hospital clothing. In Dr. SxEiVBa's Report, (published by 
A. D. P. Randolph, New York,) we fiad the following allaston to the tad than 
rendered : 

" In addition to these issues, the Commission succeeded in transporting, from 
the Medical Purveyor's Office in N«tW York to the depot in Frederick, 88 CAse«, 
containing 4,000 sets of hospital clothing and 20 bales of blankets, at a cost of 
$816 68. Transportation was so embarrassed and crowded at this time that these 
itores were got through in season only by the energy of the Executive Committee 
in dispatching special agents to take charge of them, at its own expfenso. As booh 
as these stores reached this depot they were turned over to the Medical Depart- 
ment and issued as fast as requisitions wero sent in." 



u 



brought intelligence of liberal promise of pecnniary aid from 
tlie Pacific coast ; and with that inspiring promise came the 
welcome announcement that a hundred thotisand dollars — ^the 
first instalment of the golden treasure — ^was then on the way to 
the Sanitary Commission. That hundred thousand dollars at 
the time seemed to be the means of insuring the successftil pros- 
ecution of the Commission's greatly expanded methods of aid f 
and every subsequent passage in the history of its sanitary 
works, and its relief service, will tell how energizing and how 
Balutary was that early lesson of faith, and how California'^ 
gold has strengthened and establishod the broad plans and hu- 
mane purposes that might otherwise have fluctuated between 
necessity and inability. 

Though that Providence was scarcely more essential to the 
Commission's battle-field branch of Relief, than to its other de?- 
partments of service, the world will justly and most gratefully 
point to the records of the service rendered at the memorable 
fields of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Chattanooga, and all the 
great sieges ai!d battles since the autumn of 1862, as affording 
never-to-be-forgotten testimony to the great utility and wise be- 
etowment of the golden gifts from the patriotic people of the 
great mining regions. And the same records will show hovr 
timely aiid how tenderly all the home-gifts and means of succor 
which the people have turned into the Sanitary Commission'fe 
channels, have been administered for the relief and life-saving 
of the brave men who have fallen in their country's service. All 
departments of the Commission's work have been equallj'^ bene- 
fited by the munificent aid from the Pacific States. The recor<b 
of Sanitary Relief at all the great battles since that of An- 
tietam, show that the enlarged methods of succor that were 
adopted upon that memorable field have depended in no small 
degree upon the thoughtful continuance of those golden contrib- 
utions; and, as we have seen, the commencement of these con- 
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tributions is forever associated with the memories of humane 
' relief upon one of the most terrible battle-fields of the war. 

Batde-fidd ReUef m the EaHier Period of the War. — Let 
us revert for a moment to the history of the Commission's relief 
work in the earlier battles. The statements referring to this 
subject in preceding sections of this nan^ative, show how im- 
' pressively the duty and the necessity of rendering such service 
to the wounded were unfolded upon every successive battle-field. 
At first \hQ preparations on the part of the Medical Department 
were inadequate, and then it was found that in each successive 
engagement the armies fought with such unequalled pertinacity 
and vigor, that the percentage of wounded men greatly exceeded 
the expectations of the Government, and the preparations for 
the succor and transportation of .the wounded. The Sanitary 
Commission carefully investigated the facts relating to this sub- 
ject, and strenously endeavored to procure, through the regular 
departments, as well as by its own supplementary aid, an ade- 
quate supply of personal and material means of succor for the 
wounded. The wantfe of wounded men at the battles of Ball's 
Bluff, Wilson's Creek, Lexington, Springfield, Pea Ridge, Fort 
Donelson and Shiloh, fully confirmed the opinions which the 
Sanitary Commission had expressed immediately after the first 
engagement at the ill-starred battle-ground of Manasses, namely, 
that unless the Government would actually do all that practic- 
ally could- be done for the succor and benefit of the sick and 
wounded, the Commission would necessarily be constrained 
vastly to increase its own resources of supplementary aid. Thte 
idea, it will be recollected, had been cautiously expressed by tho 
Preliminary Committee that asked for the organization of a 
Sanitary Commission ; and in December, 1861, the following 
statement was made by the Commission in its report to the Sec- 
retary of War : 



76 



" Tlie possibility of an engagement on our own soil at any 
moment, between two armies of one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred thousand men each, is so strange a novelty that we 
naturally fail to appreciate its inevitable consequences, and the 
immense amount of human suffering which must follow it. The 
battle of Bull Run has not taught us the lesson, because most 
of our wounded were then left on the field. Few of the more 
serious cases reached our hospitals. We must remember that 
. the experience of foreign armies shows that, after a well-contested 
battle on this scale, we must count on having, at the very least, 
from twenty to thirty thousand men crying to us for relief from 
agony." 

* . 

It is now seen that the necessitv and desirableness of such 
voluntary and supplemental aid has been abundantly confii'med 
by the testimony of the most experienced military oflScers and 
public authorities in Europe,* and the terrible experiences of 
our successive battle-fields, have shown how vitally important 
such aid has been in our armies. But the United States Sani- 
tary Commission had no precedents by which to be guided in, 
devising its methods and means of battle-field relief. Govern- 
ment authorities whose practical knowledge of armies and battles 
extended only to the matters of routine in official service, gen- 
erally doubted the practicability of rendering supplementary aid 
to the wounded, and some military officers expressed anxiety in 
view of the unusual urgency with which the claims of humanity 

.and of popular concern in this war were presented by the 
Sanitary Commission. But, to the infinite credit of the pro- 
fession of arms, and to the advancing civilization of the age, the 
ablest Generals and best officers in all departments of military 
service, almost without exception, have favored and aided the 
purpose of the Commission from the first ; and the veteran 

• Genbbal Scott, like the venerable General Dijfoub who pre- 



See Appendix C. 
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sided at the recent International Sanitary Conference at Geneva, 
was first to express his interest and confidence in such plans for 
saceor to the wounded. 

A few great battles during the first year of the war served to 
illustrate what would be the inevitable wants and woes of our 
battle-fields, with all the means of succor which the Medical 
Department possessed, and the Sanitary Commission endeavored 
to ascertain how far and by what agei^cies it might be practicable 
to supplement the insufficiencies and delays of the regular 
methods for meeting the exigencies of great battles. The scenes 
of suffering that were witnessed after the sanguinary struggles 
at Fort Donelflon, Pittsburg Landing, and some other battles 
during the first year of the war, cannot be recalled to mind 
without bringing up ghastly pictures of terror and anguish that 



* At the opening of the great Conference at Geneva, the Prefiident, General 
DurouB, a military officer of great renown, made the following statements con- 
cerning the duty of rendering more adequate saecor to the wounded in war ; 

" You are aware, gentlemen, that the condition of the ambulances in the I'egular 
armies affords very inadequate relief to the wounded who are unfortunately left 
upon the battle-field. There is in this respect a very great defect, which is espe- 
cially apparent upon those occasions in which promptness and efticientaid would be 
most desirable. This defect has impressed every one, but it has been especially, 
portrayed, with startling truthfulness, in a work with which you aro familiar, 
published after the battle of Solferino by one of our fellow citizens, M. Dunant< 
We are convened, gentlemen, for the purpose of discovering some possible nietiiud 
of realizing a philanthropic idea contained in this work. We do not affirm a 
prioi'i that this possibility exists, but we hope that this assemblage of men, essen- 
tially qualified to entertain such questions, may be able to arrive at some soluiioa 
of the difficult problem upon which we are engaged. This u desirable fur all, but 
especially for the unfortunate soldier. We do nut sufficiently appreciate the nitu- 
ation of a man serving as a private soldier, who, often, after huvhig fcr a long 
time endured privations of every kind (it \a sufficient to recollect the sufferings 
experienced during the severe campaign in the Crimea and the siege of Sebnst^ipoi), 
arrives upon the field of battle, and there, after having fought for his Aug with 
courage and devotion, finds himself, as a reward, suffijring the most torturing pains, 
for which not the least relief is provided, and which are often greatly enhanced by 
the fearful anguish consequent upon thfir abandonment. 

** Notwithstanding the philanthropic efforts of Peace Congresses — to whose efforts 
we accord all the respect and sympathy they merit, without beii g di^ceived as to 
the small amount of succeses which they are likely to attain, as long as human pas- 
sion exists and these threaten to continue a long tune to come — there will be wars 
upon this earth; therefore, to he truly useful to the cause of humanity, wc must, 
instead of indulginir the vain h<ipe of- their suppression, endeavor to render their 
consequences lesa terrible if possible^and lend our aid as effectually to those whose 
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burden the Bonl like a horrible nightmare. But those scenes, 
and the realities of insufficient means of succor that lay behind 
what had been regarded as necessarily and essentially the fate 
of war, were from the first seriously studied by the Commission ; 
the chief causes of such insufficiency and official neglect were 
ascertained, and the practicable methods of improvement and of 
aid were discussed, and as far as possible, the available means 
of relief were put into operation. 

The vital importance of an improved amlndanee system was 
faithfully represented to the military authorities, and the duty 
of organizing and keeping in constant readiness an adequate 
reserve force to succor the wounded was urged upon the proper 
authorities. The events that followed the collision of the forces 
at Bull Kun had served to determine the question of the Sanitary 



duty it is to give assistance to those sufferers by providing the concurrent aid which 
they need without occasioning any embarrassment to the cause of the armfes. 
Such is the problem to be solved of which we liave just been speaking. 

'* Do we indulge vain fancy in attempting a solution of this problem \ Is the end 
which we wish to attain so high and bejond our powers that the concentration of 
all our efforts will be inefficient ! If that be so, we must submit, but we shall ever 
have the merit of having made the attempt, which will be a source of satisfaction 
to those who feel a lively interest in the suffering of the human race. In either 
Case, we shall have sown in the field of our future sun which will hereafter bring 
forth fruit, when more favorable circumstances shall cause it to germinate, wfaea 
civilization shall have made more progress, and when nations shall have entered 
upon broader and more humane paths than those which they have hitherto trodden. 
It belongs to the future, indeed, to decide this question, but we shall have done what we 
could. Even if we arrive at no definite result during this conference, — which, on ac- 
count of its aims and the sympathies which, from its first inception, it has excited 
throughout Europe, will elicit no inconsiderable degree of attention,-^ we shall at 
least have established a starling point for those ameliorations which we may hope 
to realize in after times. It does not become us, therefore, to be discouraged at tbe 
prospect of a temporary want of success. Let us boldly meet the problem ; let us 
do all in oar power to solve it ; and if success be not within our reach, there will- 
remain to us the consciousness of having done what it becf^me those to do who love 
their neighbor." 

* * "It has been urgd that instead of seelsing for expedients whereby war 
may be rendered less terrible, it would b6 preferable to attack the evil at its root, 
ancf labor to promote the universal and permanent pacification of the world. Our 
opponents, by their arguments, would seem to insinuate that our efforts have no 
higher aim than to legalize war, by making it appear as a necessary evil. Is this 
criticism seriously made ? I cannot believe it. Most assuredly we desire as much 
as any one can that men should cease to slay each other, and repudiate this 
relic of barbarism which they have inherited from their fathers. With the aid 
of Christianity, this result will sooner er later b6 be attained, and we applaud the 
efforts of those who are striving for the amelioration of the human race.*'*—" Compte 
Rendu de la Conference Internaiionah,'* Gheneya, Oct., 1868. 
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CommisBioii's duty to accept and disburse supplementary sup* 
plies, and also to vastly increase all the resources it could 
command to meet the exigencies of battle-fields, as well as to 
extend its first great work of Sanitary Inquiry and Advice, 
Fully believing that as soon as our armies had become trained 
to soldierly duties, their valor in combat with the enemy would 
be equal at least to that of European armies, the Commission 
urged this consideration upon the Medical Sureau, and at the 
same time set about its own work of preparation for battle- 
field succor in combats, when 20 or SOj>er cent, of all the forces 
engaged wovld be counted among the wounded. The system 
and the extent of that work of preparation will appear in the 
sketch given in subsequent pages relating to the Commission's 
Branches of supply, and the administration of its system of 
relief. 

In December, 1861, soon after the battle of Belmont, in Mis- 
souri, the Commission not only took nieasures for largely in- 
creasing its stock of " Sanitary stores" in the West, but, through 
its excellent Senior Inspector in that field, Dr. Aigner, the plan 
of organizing a line of floating hospitals to move with the forces 
upon the rivers was suggested, and, in a valuable report upon 
the subject, the practicability and importance of the plan was 
successfully urged upon the miUtaiy authorities. Accordingly 
when General Grant moved up the Cumberland river to capture 
Fort Henry and Fort DonelsOn, the first hospital steamer, the 
Gitj/ of Memphis J was ordered into service by the Medical 
Director. She was fully furnished with hospital supplies from 
the Commission's depot at Cairo, and, arriving at that place with 
a load of patients when news was received of the fight at Donel- 
son, Dr. Aigner instantly ordered all his reserved stores on 
board, and at once proceeded to the scene of that unconditional 
contest, where all those supplies and muqh more were greatly 
needed Dr. Warriner was then at Paducah, laboring night and 
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day to supplement wants in the overcrowded hospitals there ; 
and Dr. Douglass, an Associate Secretary, hastened- down from 
St. Louis with all the reserved supplies that the Commission had 
accummulated at that point, while Dr. Newberry at once 
steamed down the Ohio and up the Cumberland in the GoUyer^ 
with a large cargo of supplies, and a corps of volunteer assist- 
ants from Cincinnati ; while the Branch at Chicago, the Aid 
Societies of all the large towns in the West, and the people of 
St. Louis, hurried forward to Cairo vast quantities of valuable 
and timely supplies. But the woes that were suffered by the 
wounded during the period that elapsed previous to the arrival 
of this voluntary aid, can never be adequately described. Hun- 
dreds perished before the means of succor reached them. The 
agents of the Sanitary Commission made great efforts to meet 
the exigencies of the houj*, and what they accomplished, though 
far short of their desires, because so delayed in reaching the 
wounded, was so important and so timely, that even the most 
relentless official routinests confessed the utillity of the work. 

The Cumberland river being opened to Kashville, the Com- 
mission at once established a depot of supplies in that city, and 
while the forces under Grant and Buell were moving to the 
Tennessee to meet the rebel army in Northern Mississippi, Dr. 
Newberry, the Western Secretary, was massing hospital supplies, 
etc., at Cairo, Paducah, and such points upon the Tennessee as 
could be securely occupied until the collission might occur. 
The vast utility of floating hospitals upon the rivers had been 
demonstrated by the City of Memphis^ and other steamboats 
upon which hospital arrangements had been hastily improvised. 

But while the Sanitary Commission was thus massing its' 
" Sanitary stores," at points within convenient reach, the regu- 
lar supplies of the Medical Department were moved too tardily 
and in insufficient quantities, and when our forces gave battle at 
Pittsburg Landing those supplies were far away and utterly in- 



81 



V 

sufficient. The Commission'it stores were speedily brought up 
the river, but at first they were inadequate to the terrible exi- 
gencies of the occasion. The hospitals at Savannah^ a few nailes 
below Pittsburg Landing, had been mainly furnished by the 
Commission, and the large floating hospital, Louisiana^ upon 
which the Associate Secretary, Dr. Douglass, obained transport- 
ation for himself and the corps of volunteer surgeons and at- 
tendants, about sixty in number, from the Chicago Branch, went 
up the Tennessee freighted with a cargo of th^ Commission'^ 
stores, which were at once distributed to the wounded upon the 

transports and in the ambulances ; a depot of supplies and i^ 

I 

system of destribution were established, and, by the large sup^ 
plies and aid from Cincinnati and Louisville, directed by Tdx., 
Newberry, that depot, and subsequently the store-boat Polar 
Star J continued to issue every variety of supplementary supplied 
until the last of the hospitals and the wounded were removed 
from that place, late in the montl^ of July. 

The terrible sufferings and wants of our wounded at Donelson 
and at Pittsburg Landing were equalled by the valor which now 
has become historical fame to the armies of the Mississippi val- 
ley, and the sympathy and the earnest purpose, of the wholq 
population of the West then and continually, became manifest 
in every town and every household. Contributions of supplies 
then began to flow,' and have ever since kept flowing, in an in- 
cessant stream. The. Sanitary Commission, instructed by these 
experiences upon the Cumberland and the Tennessee, as well as 
upon the. Peninsula and elsewhere during that eventful spring 
of 1862, ordered such improvements in the transportation and! 
massing of '^ sanitary stores" along the lines of the army as should 
enable relief agents to succor the wounded with greater prompt* 
itude. The terrible earnestness with which the war would be 
waged was fully illustrated by the first great battles of the year, 
and the &ct had become apparent that the determined purpose 
6 ' ^ 
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and the extended preparations of the Sanitary OomnuBuon were 

not in yain. The generals who led in those battles have con* 
tinned to be peculiarly friendlj to the Commission's purposes 
and works, and the people at home manifestly learned to appre- 
ciate the Commission's service in exact proportion to its suffi- 
ciency and promptitude. 

Deeply impressed with the importance of rendering its meaiiB 
of succor in active campaigns in the highest degree prompt and 
effective, the Commission not only took measures to keep up 
iemporary depots of supplies in the inamediate vicinity of the 
forces in the field, but with the Sanitary Inspectors that accom- 
panied the grand, expeditions under General Burnside and Gen- 
eral Butler during the winter and spring of 1862, the General 
Secretary ordered large supplies of " sanitary stores" to be ship- 
ped in vessels accompanying those expeditions, the noble 
leaders of which, fiimished every facility, and encouraged the 
undertaking. And it may .justly be claimed, that the aid 
which the Compiission thus rendered to the sick and wounded 
during those perilous but brilliant expeditions, proved very 
highly satisfactory; and. we are warranted in saying that the 
Commission could not desire stonier friendship for itself and 
its methods of aid than is entertained. by those brave generals 
and the noble armies they commanded. 

In former pages we have referred to the systematic methods 
by which the Commission early endeavored to be prepared to 
render prompt and effectual relief when the great occasions of 
wounds and want a^ved. The demands for such reserved sup- 
plies followed rapidly, and more and more urgently, from the 
beginning of the year 18|B2.. The great expeditions down the 
coast were accompanied by ample and well-chosen " sanitary 
stores" from the Commission's depot, and each succeeding en- 
gagement of our armies in the West, tested the largest resources 
of those depots and of the boundless liberality and energy of 
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ihe branches of aid. In sliort, the correctness of the Sanitarj 
Commission's earliest plans and estimates for meeting the proa- 
pective and inevitable wants of our armies in active cam- 
paigns, was fully demonstrated even before the opening of the 
Peninsula campaign. How timely, how great, how enlai*ged, 
yet how overdrawn, were the resources which the Commission 
brought into all the campaigns and to every battle-field daring 
the ensuing months of that year of sanguinary conflicts, a mil- 
lion soldiers and thousands of homes will forever remember with 
deepest gratitude ; and how profoundly the Sanitary Commis- 
sion shared all the anxieties and patriotic endeavors of the 
people and the armies during that most momentous period of 
peril and eflfort, can never be forgotten. It was a year of hatUea^ 
and df toil, the severest and most incessant of any war in 
modem times ; and, although the Sanitary Commission during 
all that eventful period did not relinquish its other branches of 
sanitary work and relief, the history of the development and 
progress of the present system of battle-field relief, can only- be 
given by recounting the leading facts relating to the campaign 
work of the Commission during that memorable time. 

Progress and Purposes m the work of BatUe-fidd Bdief 
dwrmg Da/rh Days in {he Autupin of 1862. — ^After the appalling 
exhibition of insui&ciency in the means of succor upon the battle- 
fields at the West and upon the Peninsula, the Commission put 
forth the most energetic efforts to meet all the deficiencies it could 
possibly reach. Its humane purposes, its faith, and its utmost 
resources, were put to the severest test in this undertaking. 

In Document 44, published by the Commission July 4th, 1869, 
the following statement is made respecting the work then in 
hand, and the rate of expenditure of material and money: 

^^ From Hay 1st to July 1st, the Commission has expended 
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fSTySBS^/, dollars. About nine-tentihs of this sum has been laid 
out in the purchase of hospital stores and appliances for the^ re* 
lief of the sick and wounded at eyery important military Btation, 
sod m the equipment of the flotilla of steamers and sailing 
vessels now in the service of the Commission as Hospital Trans* 
ports. Its treasury is now nearly exhausted, at the very moment 
when the army most needs its aid, and when, if it had an hun^ 
4red thouscmi doUara at its command, it would still be far too 
weak for the urgent work before it, and would still be obliged 
to see hundreds perishing for want of its aid, in the army of the 
Potomac alcme/ ^ # • # « # ♦ 

. And iB a statement published on the lltii of September fol- 
lowing, the progress of the ^^ battle-field and mobilized relief 
Wnrice," is thus set forth :* 

'^ Since the 1st September (ten days) the Commission has ex* 
pended six thousand dollars and upwards in the purchase of 
supplies, which have been distributed by its Inspectors and by 
members of the Commission on the battle-fields of Yirginia." 

^^ They have also thus distributed stores to a vastly larger 
amount, which have been coi;ttributed directly to its depots oy 
their patriotic fellow^itizens in every loyal State. I^twith-' 
i^kanding the generous support that has been rendered the Com- 
xhission, its present expenses far overrun its receipts. And. 
although it is daily relieving a fearful amount of suffering, and 
saving many lives, it is now and long has been obliged to wit- 
ness a &r greater amount of suffering and of deatn, which it 
has never had the means to relieve. What it has done, is but 
little compared with what it could do, had its resources been at 



* Tb« imp^ratire datj and necessitj of such supplementary relief in time of 
b^l<% w«ra w«U ttatwd, in tb« doeament alk>Te quoted, as foUows : 

" It miaj be said that the Government should do aU this. Were this true, its 
default would not justify us in leaving our soldiers to perish. But it is only par- 
tially true* While active mUitary operatioDs are io progress, and espeeiatly at 
ibe close of great battles, the prompt and thorough relief and treatment of tha 
sick and wounded requires aa amount of force, in men, material, and transporta- 
tiiNi which no Government has hitherto been able to keep permanently attached to 
its medical department At such times roliinteer aid from wiilfout is iodiepenabto 
to prevent the most fearful suffering and waste of life, however faithful and un- 
tiring the Kedical SUff may be." 



all adequate to its work. The more monej it eommands, tiie 
more hospital] snpplieB, restoratives, and beneficent material (d 
every kind, it can apply to the. relief of the army." 

In a letter pnblished in this statement, a member of the Com- 
mission writes to his colleagues, from the battle-field of Mar 
nassas, Va., Sept. 7th : 

^ Everything we brought came into play. From Saturday to 
Wednesday nearly two thousand of our wounded lay on the 
battle-fiela without food or water. Even the surgons were 
starving. One told me that he was glad to pick up a piece of 
cracker he found Ivin^ in the mud, and to eat it. The suffer- 
ings of the wounded auring this interval were alleviated by a 
heavy thunderrshower, which gave their lips the only water tney 
tasted. Some of them were taken to fann-houses, some received 
food from the country people, but mcm/^ very momy^ died of 
starvation and exposure." « # « * * 

« « # « cc ^ great battle may be soon expected. Urge 
our loyal people at the North, to send supplies to the Cooper 
Institute a^pot in New York, and to the Philadelphia d^p6t, as 
&6t as possible. Buy as liberally as the state of the treasury 
will permit. You cannot accumulate too lai^e a stock of cloth- 
ing, and of hospital supplies of every sort. I should almost ad- 
vise you to run in debt, if necessary, for I am confident the liberal 
and patriotic people of New YorK, Fhiladdiphia, and Boston 
will carry us through." 

The foregoing brief summary of the Commission's first year's 
experience in efforts to furnish supplementary aid for the succor 
of the wounded in battle, presents an outline of the origin and 
progress of this important branch of Eelief. The duty and n^ 
cessity of attempting such voluntary aid were apparent, but the 
possibility of rendering it in a manner that would be entirely 
aicceptable and successful, was a problem which the Commirf- 
gion's agents must solve, and fortunately that problem was satiHh 
factorily solved,- aad the li^gest resources of succor whi<^ the- 
Commission could then command were acceptably applied for the 
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relief of wounded men, during the eventfiil tpring and Bummer 
of 1862. The decisive work that followed the inarch of Poto- 
mac army into Northern Maryland, and the battle scenes that 
at the same period demanded like promptitude in the work of 
saccor for the wonnded in the Western armj,^ fully confirmed 
the enlarged and more energetic method of Battle-field Belief 
which the Commission had tlien adopted, and which, by the rich 
gifts from the Pacific coast, were rendered immediately and per- 
manently successful. 

From this point in the history of the Sanitary Commission we 
shall trace the records of Battle-field Belief in connection with 
the current narratiye of each campaign of the respective armies. 
But before proceeding further, we must examine the other 
branches of work which are comprised in the Department of 
Belief, and which, previous to the opening of the campaigns of 
1863, were all working harmoniously and effectively. 

I%$ Fidd Rdief Corps and Regula/r BeU^ Work in 
Gamps, — ^The highly gratifying results of the Commission's 
shipments of " sanitary stores," with the inspectors and relief 
agents accompanying the respective expeditions of Generals 
Bumside and Butler, and the incessant requirement for such 
supplementary aid during the Peninsula campaign, and in all 
the lines of the Western af my, served to demonstrate the im- 
portance and the practicability of organizing the present system 
of a Field Belief Corps and fiymg d^ota of supply in the 
several corps d^armee. We have already quoted the allusion 
which was made to this subject by the member of the Commission 
who successfully attempted the first organization of this nature 
when our forces were hurrying towards the Antietam. In subse- 
quent pages of this narrative, some of the good results of this 

* See pages 41 and 42, 
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admirable method of instant aid in moving columns and distant 
encampments of the armies will appear ; but the reader will 
obtain a sufficiently distinct idea of the nature and practical 
operations of this system from the following account given by 

Dr. L. H. Steiner, chief inspector, concerning field relief work 

» 

in the army of the Potomac : 



"July 17, * * * an effort was made to organize the 
corps immediately. The army was then resting at or near 
Berlin, Maryland, and it was thought that our corps could be 
put in such form as to move with it on its entrance into Vir^- 
ginia. * * * . * . * After considerable trouble, we sue- 
ceeded in starting off from Boonsboro' on Sunday, J uly 18th, 
four wagons under charge of as many relief agents. * * ^ 
In each of six corps of the army, we have a substantial army 
wagon, which is kept filled with an assortment of such supplied 
as are likely to be needed by the sick or wounded in the neld. 
This wagon is in charge of a relief agent, who has his tent, and 
lives in the corps to wnich he is attacned. For convenience, his. 
headquarters and stores are usuall;^ with the Ambulance Corps. 
The agent makes hin^self acqu^ted with the wants of tn^ 
different division, brigade and regimental hospitals, and en- 
deavors to supply their wants from the contents of his wagon. 
Ha becomes one of the&mily, and makes common cause with its 
interests. It was believed, that, in this way, an a^ent would 
become more interested in his work. Sharing the toils and the 
perils, to a certain extent also, of his corps, he would find him- 
self thoroughly identified with it. Thus there would be super- 
added to his general desire to aid the army at large, the anxious 
feeling to aid those who had become his friends through a com- 
munity of feelings and daily intercouse. This idea has been 
folly sustained by the results of nearly two months active oper- 
ations. * * * From the very inception of this work, it nas 
asked only the privilege of working along with the medical 
officers, supplementing their work md bringing such succor to 
the needy of our great army as a liberal public is desirous 
should be extended." 

Previous to the adoption of this very complete system of 
Field Belief, the methods adopted for the same object had' 
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worked ^ell, but i^t tiine^ lacked t}iat proiAptitgde in spplid^tiqn 
gf the means of succor which this system so effectually insures.. 
The regulations concerning the disbursement of supplies, and 
the maintenance of temporary or camp d6p6is of ^^ sanitaiy 
stores," have continued essentially the same since the first 
autumn of the war, viz., that a d4p6t of s^ch supplies be pro- 
vided in the vicinity of each grand division of the army, and 
that issues be made upon requisition and receipt of medical 
officers of the forces, or upon orders from the sanitary inspectors. 
Before the Commission enjoyed the advantages of independent 
transportation for its ^^ sanitary stoies,'^ the tjsmporary or field 
depots could not always be kept up closely to the forces,, yet they 
have vastly diminished the amount of physical s^eri^gs in tho^ 
regimental and corps hospitals, and afforded mueh needed sue- 
^r to tens of thousands who^e lives m%ht otherwise have been 
sacrificed to the stem necessities of the camp hospitals. Ineal* 
culable good was thxifi accomplished in the armies of the Camber- 
land and the Mississippi, as well as in those of the Eiast, during 
the first two years of the war. The present system is simply 
more prompt and efiectiye in consequence of its independent. 
Vieans of transportation, its more complete oi^nizatioD, and 
l^e assignment of a specially trained corps of laymen to the 
work of Field Kelief. 

It is not practicable in every army and under all eireom- 
stances for the Sanitary Commission to keep up an independent 
transportation . train, as^ for example, in the passage of Bos^ 
crans' army oyer the Cumberland mountains into Georgia, but 
yherever it is practicable the Commission has au inc^ppi^dfflxt, 
wagon-train, or a special detail of a^my wagons from the Quar- 
termaster, moving the "sanitary stores" with the advancing; 
columns of the forces ; and, for sending forward supplies to the 
temporary or branch d^pota near the field, the Quartermaster 
and Medical Directors have usually extended to thp Commia-^ 
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sion all the facilities in their power. Bat, as far as possible^ 
the Field Belief train, or ^^fiyvng depoia^^ have tiieir own wagons 
and hcn-ses, and receive forage, etc.^ from the Qaartermasters 
when with the other army trains • The nature and amonnt of dis- 
bnrsements from these *'Jlying depoH^ inej he estimated from 
the following schedule, which we copy from the report of Dr. 
Etehier, Chief Sanitary Inspector ei the army of the Potomac. 
Reporting the work of his Field Kelief Corps from the time it 
began to move southward with Meade's forces from Boonsboro', 
July 17th, 1863, until the beginning of January, 1864, that In- 
spector states, that — 

^^ In addition to the four wagon loads of stx^'es first sent forik 
— of which no account was made — the following articles hw^ 
been issued through its agents up to the date of this report : 

Extract of Beef. '2,792 cans. 

CondensedMilk.. ,•.,..•..♦• 4,400 " 

Com Starch, &c., &c 4,533 pounds. . 

Soft Crackers ...•••.. • 89^ barrels^ 

Pickles.............. 436^allons. 

Jellies ,.« 610i«nk 

DriedFruit 21banels. 

Tea , 223 pounds. 

Chocolate , 1,012 " 

Sugar 1,074 " 

Chloroform ^., 81 " 

Tamarinds • . • • 110 galkma 

Tomatoes.... ..•• 156can8i. 

Brandy, Rum, and Whiskey. 1,936 bottlefc 

Forei^ and Domestic Wine .....,.• ^ ••• • 1^271 ^^ 

Jamaica Ginger. ., 840 ^ 

Shirts, wool and cotton 6,301 

Drawers, ^^ ,...•«...,... ^..^ 5,513^ 

Socks, " 4,739 

Bed-ticks 1,522 

Blankets and Quilts. 2,310 

Pillow Cases , 1,712 

Haudkerchie& .•.. 1,414 

TinCups 1,204 

Towels 3,54T 

gHppers,, .> 843 
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PiUows.i i 993 

Sheets 1,017 

Tobacco • 735 pdnndflL 

Buckets 20 



SPECIAL RwTiHa?, ; 

, We have already noticed tliat the branch of Special Belief 
naturally grew out of the Commission's stem of " Supplementary 
Supply," and we will now refer to the theory and methods of 
this branch of Belief^ as conceived and put into operation during 
the fiiBt months of the waif. The following statetoents were 
made concerning the first steps and the* first fruits of this work, 

> 

early in the autumn of 1861 : 



" The main pnrpose had in "i^ew in this agencnr has been to 
lessen the hardships to which the ignorance of the sick volun- 
teers and their officers of the- fonns €^ methods of government 
make them subject whQe in the city of Washington, and to pro- 
vide for certain wants of the volunteers, when- detatched from 
their regiments, for which the government arrangements had 
been inadequate, and which the regular inspectors- of the Com- 
mission, in their visits to camps and hospitals^ could not at- 
tend to. 

" Practically, the chirf duty has -been— » 

*'* First. To supply to the sick men of the regiments arriving 
here such medicmes, food, and care as it was impossible for them 
to receive, in the midst of -the confusion, and with the lack of 
&cilities, from their own officers. 

^ " Second. To furnish suitable food, lodging, care, and as- 
sistance to men discharged from the general hospitals, or from 
their re^iment8,but who are oflben delayed for a number of days" 
in the citv before they obtain their -papers and pay. 

" Third. To give assistance and- information, and secure trans- 
rortation to men who arrive at the station honse in small nnm- 
bers, and want to find and oin the r regiments. Some of these 
lire men accidently left behind; scnne are men who have been 
detained by order £>r a few days et hospitals in Philadelphia or 
Baltimore." 
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" When we fotmd men at the reception buildings in need of 
medical treatment, but not sick enough to be sent to the general 
hospital, we called in a physician, unless their own sargeon: 
could \>Q obtained." . 

* * * # # * . * 

" "We fortunately obtained part of a house near the station on 
Capitol Hill, (the second house from the railroad, on the street 
iranuing from the rear of the station to the Capitol,) and on 8ai» 
urday night it was furnished with beds and all conveniences for.the 
accommodation of thirty or foriy men ; and that night there 
were twelity-one invalid soldiers resting there." « * * ♦ 
^^ The largest number in the house at any one time has been 
91, the smallest number 13. On many nights in succession the 
number has exceeded 60." 



Thus wrote'the "Special Eelief 'Agent," Eev. F. N. Knapp 
the presiding genius of the Commission's " Special Eelief " De- 
partment, at the end of the second month's experiment in this' 
work. He had then given relief and the comforts of the 
"Home," on North'CapitoI street, to 1,800 of the way-side sick 
and needy volunteers about Washington, and, during that 
period, had detennined upon the proper methods of administering 
sucn aid. Immediately this branch of Belief service was extended 
to other central poi ts of military rendezvous, and to other 
sources of distress among invalid or needy soldiers when sepa- 
rated irom their regim.nts.* This expansion of Relief work 



* In Hr. Knapp*B Isst Report of the Special Relief aervice, be atatea that tba 
Allowing additional metboda haye been in operation during the year: 

*' To commnnicate with distant regimenta in behalf of discharged men whose 
certificates of disability or descriptive lists on which to draw their pay prove to be 
defective — the invalid soldiers meantime being cared for, and not exposed to the 
fatigue and risk of going in person to their regimenta to have their papera cor- 
rected. 

** To act as the unpaid agent or attorney of discharged soldiers who are too feeble 
or too utterly disabled to present their own claim at the paymaster's offioe. 

" To look into the condition of discharged men who assume to be without meana 
to pay the expense of going to their homes ; and to furnish the necessary meana 
where we find the man ia true and the need real 

" To secure to disabled aoldiera railroad ticketa at reduced ratea, and, fhroa^ 
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and all ita yaried aad humane interpositiona in behalf of the in- 
ralid soldier, at all those times and places, in which his wants 
and anxieties are greatest and the Government's care most dis- 
tant and inapplicable, has proved to be a scheme fall of blessing 
to the thousands of needy men who receive its benefits ; and as 
all its methods and i^pliancea are so managed as to render ibis 
aervice most aeoeptable to the public authorities, aa well as to 
the persons relieved, there is no doubt that this admirably effi- 
oient and humane branch of the Ckmmussion's Bdief Depait-' 
ment will continue in full operation, until permanent peace shall 
have scattered our armies to their homes and ^nptied the vast 
hospitals that have marked the pathway of the war. 

This brandi of the relief service is not a philanthrope inter- 
ferance ^at the expense of the Army [Regulations and military 
discipline, for it is itself as systematic and regular as the regula- 
tions themselves^ and it manifestly serves the invalid soldier and 
the KaUonal Qovemment with equal faithfulness. Says Mr*- 
Knapp, in his recent r^ort : 

* * * * " The authority and importance 

of mflitary discipline are not set aside or lost sight of^ on the 
contrary, they are always rigidly insisted u^on. In this work 
the Sanitary Commission, as the representatives of the people 
at home, seeks to do precisely what it believes wotild gladly be 



fttt agent at the raflroad station, lee tliat theee men are not robbed or imposed upon 
by ibarpers. 

'^ To^ see that aU tnen who are disdiai|;ed aad paid off do all onee leare the ettj 
for their homes; or, in cases where they haye been induced by evil o<mipanions to 
remain behind) to endeavor to rescue them, and see them started with through- 
tickets to their own towns. 

" To make vesaonably ^eaa and eomfortable before they leave the dty, snek. 
discbaiwed men as are deficient in deanUaess aad clothes. 

" To oe prepared to meet at onoei wfth food or other aid, aaoh immediate neces- 
sities as arise when sick men arrive in the city in large numbers from battle-fields 
or distant hospitals. 

" To keep a watchful eye upon all soldiers' who are out of hospitals, yet not in 
aervice; and giv<e information to the proper authorities of such soldiers as seem 
eodeavoriog to aToid diitv or to desert from the rwaikMj*-^I>oeum4ni 77 ; Fifth iSs- 
pari eoneeming Aid ana Com/art giiv€» bu ^ Boniiarff C^nmiMion^ to Sick qh4j 
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done — ^were it right or possible to enter into th'S kind of work — 
by the MiKtary and Medical isiuthorities themselves, nnder the 
aoministration which the people all so cordially desire to sup- 
port" 

The practical interest which the people havB in the details of 
this branch of relief for the soldier, when he is 'most friendless, 
most sor^wfoly and needy, warrant om: presenting a more paivi 
ticnlar notice* of this work; 7he details are fortunately before 
us in recent reports from the two Associate Secretaries, Kev. F. 
M". Knapp at Washington, and Dr, J, S. Newberry, at Louis* 
ville. First,**— in "Washington and its vicinity the Commission 
now has the following provisions for its local relief service : 

The ^^ Home " and its temporary hospital, on Korth Capitol 
street, have 320 beds, and all needed appliances for the care and 
comfort of the persons received there — nearly 1,000 sick men, 
many in a dying condition, were received in the " Home hospi- 
tal " during the past year, and the total " number of different 
individuals received there from December 15th, 1863, to Oc- 
tober 1st, 1863 7,187 

Number of nights' lodging famished • 26,628 

Number of meals furnished 65,621"* 

'^ Almost all the men received here have been men discharged 
from the service on account of disability, wounds, or continued 
sickness. Of these, one*half at least were delayed in the city 
on account of imperfections in some of their discharge papers, 
the final statements, on which to draw their pay, requiring 
offcen a number of days for their correction/* 

" Next in order after the ' Home ' is Lodge No, 2, .in * 17th * 
street : Number of nights' lodging given them from December 

16th to March 12th J ,550 

Number c^ meals • . • , 2,130 

" Lodge No\ 3, in ^ F ' Street. When this Lodge was built, 
the office for the payment of discharged soldiers was near by, 
in * F ' Street ; that office having been removed to ' H ' Street, 
this Lodge has been closed; (it now is used as the local store-, 
house of the Commission, and frirnishes excellent acconunoda- 
tions.) 



From December 15th .until it waB closed, tbls Lodge 

furnished nights' lodging 8,760 

Meals 17,950 

" Lodge No, 4, in ' H ' Street. This is the new Lodge with 
large accommodations, immediately connected with the office of 
the Paymaster for discharged soldiers. It was opened abont the 
1st of Febrtiary. 

Number of nights' lodging famished at Lodge No. 4, 

from February Ist to October 1st 9,883 

Number of meals furnished 50,096 

• " This relief station consists of six buildings, A dormatory 
of a hundred beds : a dining-room, seating about one hundred, 
with a large kitchen attached ; a storehouse ; quarters for the 
guard ; and a building containing the office of the Free Pension 
^Lgency, office of the Medical Examiner for pensions, and ticket 
office for the Railroad agent, selling through-tickets to soldiers 
at reduced rates of fare." 

" All disabkd soldiers discharged directly from this Army of 
the Potomac or from the Hospitals in this vicinity come to the 
Paymaster's office, which is witliin this same inclpsure, to be 
paid off, OovemmerU can no lanaer hold itself direcilv re^pon- 
siblefor these men^ cmd here is where we take themujp^ * *. 
. " The object of the whole thing at the Lodge is this, viz. : So 
to supply to the discharged soldier close at his hand and without 
a cent of 6os't, all that he needs— food, lodging, assistance in cor- 
recting his papers, aid in looking up his claism, help in obtain- 
Hig his pension and his bounty," . . * * * * 

" Every man who comes to the paymaster with his discharge, 
i^t once receives a ticket insuring, hitn care and a hdping hand ; 
and by an arrangement with the paymaster, whenever a man 
appears with defective papers, he is at once referred to the Re- 
hei Office for assistance or advicei. The work at that office 
occupies three persons constantly; besides those who go with 
» cases that have to be looked up personally at the hospitals or - 
with the regimental officers in the neld, and cannot be arranged 
by corresi)6ndence." * ^ 

" At this office and Lodge No. 4, from January 1st to Oc- 
tober 1st, 1863, the number . of discharged Boldiers whose ac- 
counts against the Government have been settled^ through our 
assistance, men who were too feeble to attend to settling their 
o^n accounts, or who were unable to obtain their pay, because 
of some charge against them on the pay-rolls, or some errors in 
their papers, 2,130." 

^^ Information and directions have been given relative to set- 
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tling pay accounts, collecting arrears of pay, extra dnty pay, com- ^ 

'mutation money to about 9,000 men." 

" The aggregate value of the 2,130 cases amounted to $130,- 

159.01. jRiis amount was collected and pasd to the soldiers 

through this office." 

it * * * * * * * 

" Lodge No. 6, near 6th Street Wharf. This was a smaU, 
building, but it has rendered valuable service, giving food and 
shelter to sick or wounded men arriving on the boats from 
Aquia Creek, and furnishing food to be carried into such boats 
as, loaded with wounded, had no adequate provision for feeding 
the men on board." 

" There was one week, at the time of the breaking up of the. 
Corps Hospitals near Aquia Creek, when we gave conee and 
fooa to over five thousand (5,000) men on board the boats which 
arrived art the wharf." 

At the Lodge on Maryland Avenue (removed from 6th Street 
Wharf), near Alexandria and Washington B. B. station. 

The whole number of nights' lodging furnished at this 

building ftom January Ist to October 1st, 1863. . . . 1,620 
Meals 14,590 

" Closely connected with the work at the Belief Station in 
Maryland Avenue, is the Lodge at Alexandria, located within 
the stockade, near the railway track and junction, where all 
the cars to and from the Army stop. * * * * 
This Belief Station is now the ' Gateway of the Army of the 
Potomac,' and whenever a train of sick or wounded is coming 
in, a telegram is sent in advance from the front, and when tho 
train arrives at this point food is ready for them and distributed 
among them while the train is waiting." 

Besides these various lodges, &c., the Commission has estab- 
lished a " ITurses' Home " for the temporary relief of nurses ar- 
riving in Washington or returning worn down from service. It 
also affords daily relief and advice to mothers, wives, and sisters 
of sick soldiers, when wprthily in need of shelter and friendly 
aid. Then there are special offices connected with the Back 
Pay and Pension relief agencies of the Commission, where, by 
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much painfitaking and gr^toitoiui labor of the rdief agents of 
that branch of Bervice, a yast amount of delay, BuJSeringy waste, 
and want, sre prevented. A detective agent of reHef and ad* 
vice, constantlj on duty, rescues wandering and ignorant con- 
valescents, discharged, and f arloughed men, from harpies who lie 
in wait for them and their money ; and at Camp Convalescent^ 
with its constant population of nearly 6,000, and an average 
of arrivals and departures of 2,000 men per week, another agent 
of " Special Relief" is ever illustrating " what an amount of 
work can be done, relief afforded, influence exerted by one indi- 
vidual thoroughly in earnest, and witli resources at hand." At 
Annapolis and at Baltimore, the Commission has in operation 
similar and adequate methods of '^special relief;" while at all 
the great points of military rendezvous in the immediate 
vicinity of our armies we find the same class of relief agencies 

. in operation, as we shall presently have occasion to notice in: 
the narrative of the Commission's campaign work during the 

year 1868. 

Throughout the lines of our Western armies, in the cities and at 
eU points of rendezvous in the Border States, the Sanitary Com- 
roission has heartily united with the people in giving fhll effect 
to the same system of relief, so that the methods of such aid are 
now uniform and equally effective in all places. And it is one 
of the results of our great Federal struggle, and of the system of 
humane relief which the Sanitary Commission conducts, that the 

-entire population of the West has become inspired with such 
universal desire to render its full share in the work,* that the 



* The reflex inflaenoes ftod national aspects of tfaia fervent sympathy and earocat 
helping in aU Ihe households of the West, is noentioned by Dr. KKWBERar, the 
Western Secretary; in the following^ paragrapli, whicb we quote from his " Report 
oflht OperatiiMuof tht Sanitary OMRMtSfiotc in the Valley. ^ ihi MimUHpfi,'' 
dated September, 1863: 

" Before leaving this subject, I cannot refrain from expressing to you tny convic* 
tioa that one of the moat important results attained by the Sanitary Oommlasioo la 
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tendency to mdhndMolism and to incoordinated efforts, that was 
supposed to be characteristic of Western niihd and Western ac- 
tivities, seems already to have become transmuted into a loving 
and golden bond of co-operative sympathy. . Like the people of 
file sister States at the East, the warm hearts and busy hands 
of the West are giving oudet and effectiveness to their national, 
and humane sympathies, through the national channels of the 
United States Sanitary Commission,* 

I The aggregate statement of the particular branx^ of the i^lief 
service that we have described in connection with the Eastern 

» 

fleld, 23 given as follows by Dr. Newberry, in the Western field : 

^^ Soldiered Somes, — ^From the^ organization of these Institu- 
tions to September 1st, 1863, there have been admitted into 



te be found in the home field ; but one in all our reports to the present time en* 
tirely over-looked. I allude to its influence in inspiring the people in every farm: 
house and cottage, wherever a good grandmother is knitting a pair of socks, or a 
ohild makiaga pin-cvshioQ, with a wider, deeper, higher, and purer patriotism. I 
Deed not dwell upon this topic, for I am convinced its truth will be nniversallv. 
acknowledged. And yet it is due that this truth be recognized and put on record. 
From all parts of the country we have the testimony of our contributors that they 
are driven by the spirit which pervades their work to open and desperate antag- 
onism with disloyalty in«v«ry form; and that unwittingly they are everywhere 
doing missioaary work for the national cause. While our Government has one 
greaTarmy in the field, of those who are pouring out their life-blood' in its defense^ 
we Sanitary Commission has, in the home field, another ereat army, composed of 
the mothers and sisters, wives and sweethearts of our orav^e soldiers, workin 
acarcely kss oarnestly and efficiently for the same great end.'' 

' * Though the State of Missouri might be considered as aa exception to this 
iroity and co-ordination of working,— a Special Oommissioa having been appointed, 
Sept. 6, 1841^ by General Fremont^ Ux promoting the ''health and comfort of the 
Volunteer troaps ia and near the city of St. Louie,* and, the sabeeqnent year, 
atithoriEed to operate in any of the Western forces, — the nationality and complete* 
nest of the plans and methods of the United States Sanitary Commission are not 
the less aaiFersid and acceptable because of the labors of the local Conunission 
that was thus called into existence in Missouri. The good Works and hearty 
e6-operation of that independent agency at St. Louis, are testified in all the hos- 
pitals ofMissouri, and upon the hospital transports and the battle-fields of the- 
MMsissippi. It undoubtedly wi^l ere long become wholly affiliated to the National. 
Sanitary Oommtssioa, as its methods (as a relief agency) are already tolerably 
in harmony with those of the Relief branch of tha Central Commission, 
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as 



8ix of the principal ones in the West, 167,090 aoldiers. The 
Home at Cincinnati has ftimished food, rest, and other needed 
assistance to 42,679; that at Cleveland, to 11,704; that at 
Cairo, to 51,170 ; that at Lonisville, to 50,325 ; that at Kash- 
yille, during five months, to 2,542 ; and the Lodge at Memphis, 
during two months, to 3,067 soldiers, who were not otherwise 
proviaed for. Th€»^ figures do not include those passing in 
companies, regiments, and brigades, whose names a;^ not entered 
on the books. The data are mcomplete in most of the Homes 
daring the earlier months of their existence, so that we can only 
give approximate numbers ; but we can safely say that these In- 
stitutions have furnished, since their organization, over 500,000 
meals and over 250,000 lodjrings, besides all the other services 
rendered in the correction oipay and discharge papers; procur- 
ing half-fare tickets on railroads ; collecting pay, and, above all, 
shielding them from swindlers of every name and degree." * 

The HoapUal Directory. — ^Before leaving the subject of Ee- 
lief, the Hospital Dibectoby must be mentioned as another of 
the much desired achievements that became practicable under 



' * The President of the Sanitary Comnueaion has roeently referred to thii brandi 
of the work, as follows : 

''The next large expense is the support of twenty-five Soldier's Homes^ or 
Lodges, scattered over the whole field of war, from New Orleans to Washington, 
including Vicksborg, Memphis, Cairo, Chattanooga, Nashville, Louisville, Wash- 
ington, (kc<, dLa In these Homes and Lodges t%oenty4hret hundred soldiers (differ- 
ent ones) daily receive shelter, food, medical aid, protection, and care. These sol- 
diers are such as are crowded, by the rigidity of the military eystero, out of the 
regular channels ; soldiers left behind, astray, who have not their military status, 
convalescents, discharged men not able to get their pay. 0{ these, the average 
length of time they are pn our hands is a^ut three days, ^e priceless value 
of this supplementary system, no tongue can telL The abandonment of it would 
create an amount of suffering which a multiplication of 2800 by S65 days in the 
year, will bnt serve to hint at 

*' lo connection with these homes, at the great military centres, New Orleans, 
Louisville, Washington, are bureaus, in aid of the discharged soldier's great oeces* 
allies, growing out of his loss of papers in battle, or during the bewuderment of 
sickness, or through the ignorance of bis superiors, or his own : 

" 1. A Claim Agency, to secure his bounty. 

*' 2. A Pension Agency. 

" 8. A Back-pay Agency. 

*' The merc^ «f these ministries, by whioh soldiers and their families, helpless 
without this aid— the prey of sharpers, runners, and grog-shops — are put in speedy 
possession of their rignts, is inexpressible. We have often |20,000 a day of back 
nay in our office at Washington alone, which ipight have been lost forever or de- 
layed until it was no longer needed . by the soldier'i own fiunily, without tlua 
iystem."— /San. Com. Bulletin, Feb. IM, 186i. 
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the asBured support from California's munifioetice. Tliis speeial 
bureau of hospital records was established during the autumn 
of 1862, and it is designed to furnish recent and accurate in- 
formation concerning every patient in the military hospitals. It 
is a complete directory or bureau of information, daily revised 
and wholly in the interest of military patients and their friends. 
The extent and nature of this incidental but most gratefully ap* 
predated branch of the Commission's work, may best be esti- 
mated from the following brief extracts from its latest published 
reports, in the year 1863 : 

" The number of names recorded on the books of the Hospital 
Directory from June 9th to October 1st, have been as follows : 

« At the Washington Office 64,635 

« New York " 18,771 

" Philadelphia " 12,'213 

" Louisville, from May 9, 96,433 

Total 192,052 

" The total number of names on record is 513,437. 
. " The number of applications for information and the number 
of answers rendered, from the organization of Directory to Oc- 
tober 1, 1863, have been as follows : 

" Washington Office, . • • . No. Inq. 6,712 • . . .No. Ans. 4,524 

"New York « ...• « 656,... " 474 

"Philadelphia " .•.. " 547.... " 348 

"Louisville " .... « 6,852. ••• " 4,016 

Total No. Inq. 13,767. . ..Total Ans. 9,362 

The following cases illustrate the every day occurrences in the 
offices of the Hospital Directory : tiquiry is made at the Wash- 
ington Directory, for information respecting Private , Co. 

C, 64th Regt., N. Y. Volunteers. The reply to the inquiry 

was as follows : " , Co. C, 64th Eegiment, New York 

Volunteers, was admitted to XJ. S. General Hospital, Camp A, 
Frederick, Md., Nov. 26th, 1862, transferred to Camden Street 
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Hospital, Baltimore, Maj 17, 1863, and again transferrad to 
Fort Sdmyler Hoepital, New York, April 24, 1868. On the 
17th July following, he waa detached to the Ist Battalion In- 
valid Corps, and is now on duty at Jamaica, Long Island, New 
York." 
The Superintendent of the Directory at Lonisrille writes : 

" Hardly a day parses when the expense of a useless Journey 
is not saved to some inquirer, who learns from our records that 
the one sought for is not where he is expected to be found, but 
is either dead, returned to duty, or transferred to some other 
hospital nearer home, as it often happens, and near which the 
inquirer has passed on his journey nither. Not unfrequently 
• the amount saved to the friends of the soldier has exceeded a 
luindred dollars a day, by means of the information and aid 
gjyen at this office.'^ 

•' ^A father from Pennsylvania presents a letter from the surr- 
geon of a hospital in Nashville, saying that his son will be dis- 
ciharge^, and sent to this city in care of the ISanitary Commis- 
don, and requests the father to meet him here« He asks, 
* Where is he V We have no note of his arrival. * He must 
etill be in hospital at Nashville^ But stay ; here is a report just 
in.' The name is there, and died August 9, 1863, the very day 
the father received the letter, and set ouf to meet him. His 
tfon had sent him word not to bring more money than necessary 
to pay his fare to Louisville, as he was paid off and had enough. 
What was to be done? We loaned nim his passage home; 
made out .the jiecessary papers to get the effects of his son ; 
wrote to Nashville 'to Sanitary Commission agents, to forward 
thom, and he left for home that evening. 

^^ An old man enters the office. He has traveled from North- 
em Ohio to meet his son in this city ; he has been told to in- 
quire at the JS9^tary Commissioij rooms for direction to the 
hospital which contains him. While the clerk turns to the 
booKS, he chats ,of his son and hqme, of the different articles in 
his cai^et-bag, put in by mother and sisters at home-^each had 
sent some litUe comfort. He is all raUiimation and hope, as if at 
the very door which is to admit him to tjie realization of all his 
happy anticipations. Ihe record says-r-' died ' — that very morn- 
ing 1 The reguteit says, ^.one inquiry, one answer.' It does not 
spea,k of the /^g-reful p;i?ep^ratory suggestions that sympathy 
,te^de^ly mg-kes towards the announcement of the saddening 
fact. It does not show that strong old iiian convulsed ana 
weeping like a child, * ^ # * # 
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He goes slowly and sadly away. One of the clerks accpmpaiiiea 
him, who procures a burial-case for the remains of his * poor 
boy,' and assists him in all his preparations for his mournful 
journey home on the same day. The register says — * one in- 



quiry, one answer.' " ^ 

Mr Bowne, the Chief of the Directory Bureau, closes his 
report for the year 1868, with the following tender aUusions 
to the life-scenes in the work of the Directory Offices :* 



* The busiaeis and methods of the Hospital Directory are described as followsy 
by a recent visitor at the "V^ashington office: 

Each State lias a record in one or more of these books. The 69th New Yoric 
Vt>luDteer8, for instance, we find by referring to the index, is on the — ^th page. 
Like every other p!ige,.it h«8 the following printed headings, each having it? pro- 
per space, and being appropriately ruled off: " Date of Admission," " Hospital,* 
" Name;' " Raijk." " Company," " Died," " Discharged," " Returned to Duty,*^ 
«* Fnrloughed," "Deserted," *» Transferred." For instance: Patrick Smith is re- 
ceived at Lincoln Hospital, November 10, The report indicates his admission at 
that date ; so under *' date of admission," is written " November 10 ;" under " hos- 
pital'* is written "Lincoln;** under ** name" is written " Smith, Patrick;" uOder 
•* rank" IS written "P"(for " private") and under " company" is written *'F,** or 
whatever it may be. Perhaps, in a short time a morning report from Lincoln 
Hospital informs the clerks that Patrick has returned to duty, nisname is founds 
and under that heading the date is writ ten-^say December 16.; or, Patrick may 
have received a furlough to visit his friends. Then, under " furlough" is written 
** December 15." Thus it will be seen that the soldier who gets in the hospital, 
however rarely he may have written home, or however widely his letters may 
have miscaiTied, is almost certain to be easily traced out by any anxious friend, or 
relative, writing or applying to the Sanitary Commission, and answers are given 
frcu of rU charge. There are, however, exceptions to this easy method of finding 
the soldier. It sometimes happens that, from some peculiar whim or other, the 
soldier does not furnish his proper name at the hospital. Others may be deliri- 
ously ill when received, and unable to giv<e a reliable name. Some of the Ger- 
mans, and, indeed Americans, have such peculiar sounding names, that they get 
sadly misspelled after two or three copyings, but they may be easily identified by 
the rank and company they were in, and by their *' given" name. 

We think that many in the country would be greatly astonished at the peculi- 
arity of the names of some of our brave boys. The most remarkable one we ever 
saw was that of a Western soldier, who was bravely defending the old flag under 
the appeltatioo of ** January Blackbii*d.*' The number of names flow registered 
upon tha books at Washington alone, is about 200,000 1 The graater portion of 
these have been returned to duty or honorably discharged. 

The correspondence of the Directory is one of -its most interesting features. When 
inquiries are received asking information of soldiers whose names are pot on the 
bouks of the office, a letter is addressed, in nearly every instance, to the Surgeon, 
of the soldier's regiment, or to one of the branch offices at ISouisville or Philadel- 
phia. The method and detail with which this is done challenge our admiration, 
as indicating the care talcen to secure the most certain informafion. For instance: 
m letter k received from Mrs. Jones, a lady in New York City, who has not heard 
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" The benefit conferred by tbe Directory has not been merely 
to friends of the soldier, but also to the soloier himself, becoming, 
as it has, a medium of conmiunication for wives and mothers 
searching for husbands and sons — a channel through which has 
flowed those messages of lov^ and cheer, and hope grateM to 
the jjpvered brain, soothing to the agony <rf wounds. 

'^ In the nine thousand two hundred and three answers lies 
hidden a history which no himian eye shall ever read. And the 

gatitude with which they are acknowledged is shown by the 
;ters on file. Mothers write of their * undying gratitude ' for 
the simple announcement that their boys are domg well in hosr 
pital ; others ' invoke the blessing of God upon the labors of the i 
Commission,' and sisters *will cherish the warmest gratitude 
while memory lasts.' And then the eagerness with which in- 
quiries are made : * By the love you bear your own mother teU 
me where my boy is v * Only give me some tidings I' 'Is Jx® 
dead, and how did he die ?' * Is he alive, and how can I get 
to him V ^ I pray you tell me of these two nephews I am seek- 
ing for. I have nad fourteen nephews in the service, and these 
two are the only ones left.' 



from ber soo Samoel, a private in tbe SOOtb 13'ew York Volunteers, Comjpany B, in 
five moDtbs. Sbe feels an intense anxiety. Sbe bas heard of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and writes, despondently, for information. Tbe soldier's name does not 
appear on tbe books. Tne Chief Clerk writes to tbe Surgeon of tbe raiment. lo 
a book entitled "Applications," be makes^ tbe following entry: First, tbe date of 
application ; next, tne name of the soldier inquired for, thus — Jones, Samuel, 200ib 
Kew York Volunteers, Company B; next, the number of the application, say 
2,400; next, tbe applicant, Mrs. Jane Jones, 274 •—— street, Kew -York ; next, 
thus — Wrote Surgeon of regiment, such a date ; then, Mrs. Jones* letter of appli- 
cation is endorsed ^ 2,400,** and carefully filed away. Then, tbe clerk takes a 
blank form, tbe pripted and written matter of which will read substantially as 
follows: *' Information is earnestly desired regarding Samuel Jones, of the 200th 
Kew York Volunteers, Company B. When last heard from, be was with his ra- 
giment at New Orleans, La., which was five months since. His mother has great 
anxiety about him. Please reply upon tbi^ sheet at your earliest eonvenienee.'* 
Tbe sheet is registered at the top " 2,400," and addressed to the Surgeon of the 
J200th New York Volunteers. A stamped envelope, addressed to tbo Hospital 
Directory, is enclosed. In the course of a /ew weeks there arrives one day, among 
a number of letters, a sheet beaded *' 2,400." It is the same the clerk sent to tha 
Surgeon of tbe 200th. The Surgeon bas written, " Samuel Jones, of Company K» 
200th New York Volunteers, of which regiment I am Surgeon incharge, was taken 
sick about four months since and sent to Barracks' Hospital, New Orleans, and only 
last week returned to duty, and is now with his regiment. Not getting letters 
from home, he has neglected to write, but agrees to do so right away.** The clerk 
seeks out application No. 2,400, that was so carefully laid away, and puts with it 
its duplicate number, the answer, and writes the welcome news to Mrs. Jane JoneSk 
He then endorses tbe application as answered at such a date, turns to No. 2,400 in 
tbe " Application Book,*' and in> blank space, left for tbe purpose, writes the date 
and abstract of bis reply to Mrs. Jones. When we say, in addition to this, tha^ 
the letter to Mrs. Jones is written in copying ink, and afterwards copied into a 
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" Of the many Bcenefl witnessed in the btirean. I can only men* 
tion a few without attempting a description. A mother has not 
heard anything of her son since the last battle; she hopes he is 
safe, but woula like to be assured — there is no escape — ehe must 
be told that he has fallen upon the ' federal altar ;' an agony of 
tears bursts forth which seem as if it would never ce^se ; another 
less excitable, does not tire of telling * how good a boy he was.' 
* No mother ever had such a son as he,' sobs a third. A father 
presents himself— a strong man and yet young in years, to receive 
the same announcement, and sinks with audible grief into a 
chair ; another, with pale face and tremulous voice, anxious to 
know, yet dreading to hear, is told that his boy is in the hospi- 
tal a short distance off; he grasps the hand with both of his, 
while tears run down his cheeks, and without uttering another 
word leaves the room. * It is very hard, my friend,°was said 
to one mute with grief, ^ but you are not alone.' * I kno^ it, 
sir,' was the prompt reply, * but he was the only one I had.' 

" A woman of more than ordinary intelligence and appear- 



book, the reader will see the vast amount of eare and labor bestowed upon this 
Important branch of the Hospital Directory. 

• * « « « « * • * ••• 

It 18 true that sad news is deceived sometimes, which it is not pleasant to com- 
municate directly to the anxious relatives ; but we feel eonyinc^, from the manb> 
fes^ interest in this department, that sorrowful things would be as gently imparted 
as possibly, and with a sympathetic heart. for the mourning mother, or brother, or 
sister, to whom the letter might, be written. 

Wlien the Surgeon writes with startling brevity: "John, of whom you ioquit% 
was killed at Chickamauga, September 20, and afterwards buried on the field ;" or, 
•* George, of whom you desire information, was severely wounded on the 2d July, 
fit Qettysburg, and died on the 8th of that month in regimental hospital," it is very 
'sad to re-write these facts to the widowed mother, or the only brother and sister, 
whose hope has been alive at all times, though only upheld by uncertainty. 

But there are other letters than these that are painful to write; for example, 

."Private Jacob > of the — th Kaine Volunteers, Company K, deserted irox^ 

this regiment on the 10th of November, and has not since been beard from." The 
clerk tells us that he had rather write to sudi a man*s friends that he had died of 
the mo9t lingering and painful disease than to send them sucA a record. Ajiother 

■ad case is such as this, and not unfrequently, we understand : " Henry , of th« 

— th Iowa Volunteers, was last seen in the engagement of ' , and, as his 

body was not found,- is supposed to have been taken prisoner by the rebels." 
• But we were clad to learn that whatever satisfaction there may be in allaying 
the anxieties and fears of ffiends with even tlie worst tidings — giving them gloomy 
certainties such as we have noted — it is much ofteoer the pleasmg task of tbs cleric 
to write such a letter as this: " Tour son is well and on duty with his regiment^ 
as late as two weeks since. A letter addressed ■ ■ , i^ili bd quite certain to 
reach him;" or this: "It affords me pleasure to inform you that your broth er^ 
though severely wounded, as you had heard, at the battle of Ohickamauga, if 
slowly recovering at 11th Ourps HospitaL" We saw some of the letters received, *^ 

and were permitted to take a few notes." '' 

• •** •••**• 

— ITafAifi^^on ChrtmUh 
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ance, with almost breathless yoice, ^ I want to find my husband ; 
I have not heard from him for several months. I have written 
to the officers of his regiment, but do not get any reply ; can 
you tell.me where-he is2' 

^^ Will vou please to give me bis name and number of his 
regiment r' * O, yes sir, 'You will find him at Lincoln Hoft- 
pital ; the city cars pass - near the building, and the conductor 
will point it out to you.' A momentary ^ade of incredulity is 
perceptible ; then turning her full deep eyes, swollen with emo- 
tion, she gives one look — a Ml reward for a month of labor — and 
in an instant is in the street* * « « ♦ 

Thus the varied scene goes on. One inquirer leaves the room 
grateful, buoyant and happy, to be followed by another equally 
grateful, who will ^ tread soltly' the remainder of his days, for 
the ' light of his dwelling has gon^ out.' As each departs an- 
other figure is added to me list of ' inquiries and answers,' and 
the' seemingly monotonous work of the bureau is resumed." 

Though this beneficial scheme for the organization of a special 
bureau of information and correspondence for the benefit of 
military patients and their home-fiiends, had been conceived 
and provisionally ordered previous to the battle of Antietam, 
the exhausted stock of the Commission's treasurr threatened to 
delay the execution of the tiioughtiul purpose. But the good 
providence of California's generous aid at once made the duty 
practicable and plain, and the ten thousand loyal homes that 
have already received through this bureau the anxiously sought 
tidings of their brave ones in distant hospitals, justly regard thfe 
as the most loving and far-reaching branch of the Commission'^s 
woi^ of special Belief; it is an outgrowth upon the battle-field 
and hospital branch of the work, and without it the Copamisk 
sion's ministry to the sick and the dying would not be complete ; 
and to the reader who has noted the burden of necessities thit 
was laid upon the Sanitary Commission during the summer and 
§atumn of 1862, the institution of the Hospital Directory at 
that dark period will afibrd fresh testimony to the truth that 
when duty and human necessities demand our labor, ^^the l>ord 
wiU provide J^ 
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Death amd Burial Records. — The history of the Commift- 
fiion's work in the line of aid and thopghtM sympathies for the 

soldier in his relations to his home and friends, would not be 

• • • ' 

complete if we failed to mention the Memorial and Burial lie- 
cords of those who fall in the service ; for the tens of thousands 
of brave men whose lives have been sacrificed in our national 
struggle do not die forgotten and unrecorded. A triplicate reg- 
istry of the dying soldier's name, military record, home-relations, 
wounds, or sickness, together with his dying requests, and the 
designation of his place of burial, is officially ordered and pro* 
vided by the War Pepartment for every soldier who dies in a 
military hospital, or in the field, where his body can be recognized. 
Already tens of thousands of neatly inscribed Memorisil Tablets 
at the soldiers' graves, as directed in Order No. 75 [A. D. 1861] 
of the War Department, mark the campaigi^nes and the ceme- 
teries of the.hospitals of the army;. while in each hospital and 
at every cemetery bfficej as well as. at the Adjutant-General's 
office, and in the records of every military post, accurate me^ 
morial records of the deceased soldiers are permanently prej- 
served.* 

This system of memorial records of the dead was prepared by 
;a committe in the Sanitary Commission,' immediiately aftfer the 
the first battles, and was promptly ordered by the Secretary of 






* Previoudy to the introduction of this methor] of rtcordiDg and preaerviog moi| 
iuary memorials, the soldier's death-record consisted simply in the entry, " Di'tf^ 
in the Hospital R^jster, and upon the Military Bolls, and in a quarterly return of 
the same kind, with the report of *' effects/* and ." final statement of accounts of pay 
and clothing." But the present system requires not onlj that immediate report cr 
the death shall be made, but that the following form of a J)eath-and- Burial Record 
shall be made out on the day of burial; and, that in addition to the copy of such 
jrecord, which is immediately forwarded to the Adjutant-QeneraFs office in Was)i 
^ton, there shall be two other copies of the same record made, and preserved 
where they will be most accessible by friends of the deceased, viz., one, a p«t 
nafaent copy, in the hospital or kept by the surgeon ; and another to be put on file 
by Uie persoa charged with the duty of the burial, either the Sexton or Quartef- 
Aaster. [Copy Na 1, ts ktpi in th hospital ; 9opy No, 2, go€9 immediattljf i0 
Waghinglon ; copy No. 8. is kept rniJUs by sexton or guartermaster,] 
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"War and provided for ty the Medical and Quartermaster'B De- 
partments. And whoever will visit the "Soldiers' Cemeteries'^ 
in the vicinity of Washington, Baltimore, Lojusville, or St. 
Louis, or inspect the neatly-kept Records of Deaths and Burials 
In the military hospitals, and at the offices where the duplicates 



[Abstract of the /orm« •£ the Death-and-Burial Records.] 

Ko. 1. 
" RECORD OP DEATH AOT) INTERMENT. 
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Nameand number of person interred 
Number and locality of the grave. • • . 

Hospital number of the deceased 

Regiment, rank, and company. 

Residence before enlistment 

Conjugal condition, (and if married 

the residence of the widow,. • • • • . 

Cause of death. , • 



Age of the deceased. •. . 

Nativity. . . , , , 

References and remarks. 



Date of death and burial. 



\ 



186. . . • 



" Duplicates seht to the Adjutant-General of the United States Army, and to 
the Sexton of the. •• • Cemetery. 



/ 



** Mnnoranda : 
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Attached to an official notification which the Surgeon sends to the Quarter- 
master requesting the interment of the corpse, there goes a certified copy — {third 
eop^)-~ofthe foregoing permanent record from the Hospital Book of Burials, witti 
the following order appended, which the Quartermaster forwards to the Sexton, of 
person haying charge of the barial : . 

•'To 

The Sexton of. 

You will receive, and immediately inter, the remains of the person above 
described, and preserve this record, and also attend to the setting of the head- 
iboard at thegrave, as provided by the Government and ordered by the Secretary 
(Of War." 



Quarterrruuter.^ 
[" Bnrtal from the •.... Hospital.] ' 4 

'** rk\B ordfT fbr fhd bnrial U to remain atfisched to the 86xtoh*k copy of Record as part of the Record.** 
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of snch records are kept on file, will see what practical ends era 
being served by this system. 

Sospital Cars or Bcdlway Ambulances. — ^It is one of the 
peculiarities of the present war that the principal military move* 
ments and the great strategical points are npon thelines of rail- 
roads and the navigable waters. Upon the latter, we have seen 



Tb«8e Dew regulations for preBerying the death-and-barial reeorde ef soldiere, 
l>roTide, in the words oAhe pi*der of the Secretary of War, that these records ** shall 
always be accessible to the friends of the deceased, and all are to be kept alpha- 
betically indexed, for reference, and each grave have its number, m the order of 
interments, distinctly indicated upon a post or plaiik of cedar, or some other endur- 
ing wood. The name of deceased, the date of death, and his company or regi- 
mental corps initials, to be engraved upon the said post or plank. . This may be 
effected with an iron letter brand or stamp. These posts or headboards, and the 
lettering of the name, (fee, will be provided by the Qoartermaster of the Depart- 
ment or Military Post where the hospital is located, or where the death occurs." 

" It is the duty of the senior Surgeon for the Hospital or the Military Company 
in which a soldier 'dies, wtmeeUattlp aft^r the death, to cause the odpies of Record 
—1, 2, and 8 — to be accurat^y made out, and to forward copy Na 8 to the Quar- 
master, or, in the absence of a Quartermaster, to the Ck>mmandtng Officer of the 
Division or Company in which the death has occurred. 

*' Copy No. 2 vhall be forwarded, without deUy, to the Adjatant-Qeneral ai 
Wasbtogton, by tlie Surgeon, or by such other officer as the Commander may des- 
ienate. Generally, except in the District of Columbia, it will be the Surgeon'^s 
duty to forward copy No. 2 to ihe local Adjutant or Commanding Officer, who, 
Hfter noting the contents, will place his signature upon the face of the Surgeon's 
notification attached, and immediately forward it to the Adjutant-General. 
• " Whenever a Military Hospital is finally broken up or vacated, the hospital 
records are all to be transmitted to the Surgeon-General-s Office at Wlushingtoo; 
and they must ever be open to the inspection of the friends of the deceased. 

** The sexton is directed to preserve the records and the orders sent to him by 
'the Quartermaster. He must also be required to attend to the planting of the 
headboard furnished by the Quartermaster for the grave of the deceased. 

*' In all cemeteries in which deceased soldiers are interred, the burials, if practic- 
able, are to be made in regular series, occupying a separate plot of ground ; but if 
otherwise and promiscuously interred, the number and deeeripiioD of the locality 
•f the grave should be carefully recorded by the sexton.** 

*' 'I he sexton is required to notify the physician of the hospital of the number 
and locality of the grave before he takes the corpse." 

** In the case of a military burial at an encampment, or upon a march, without 
the aid of a sexton, it shall be the duty of the Commanding Officer of the military 
corps to which the deceased belonged to cause his remains to be properly interred, 
and to provide suitable means for marking the grave and erecting a headboard 
with the proper inscription or stamped record. And, in the absence (^ a sexton, 
it shall be the duty of the Adjutant or the Commander of the said military corps 
to preserve the sexton's copy of record ; and it will also be the duty of the Snrgeoa 
to said corps to preserve the Hospital copy of said record with the same care, and 
iabjeet to the same ooikBtloiis, m similw reeords in Geoenl 0r Post HoepttaU^ 
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what a system of Hospital transports was instituted at an early 
period of Ihe war. But the positions of our forces and the exi- 
gencies of the service have been such as to require that a vastly 
greater number of sick and wounded soldiers should be removed 
northward by railways than by steamboats. The painful jar and 
jolting which the patients suffered in the railway transportation 
attracted the attention of members of the Commission, who 
witnessed the removal of sick and wounded from various fields. 
Daring the campaigns of 1862, the importance of improving the 
methods of hospital transportation upon raib*oads became ap- 
parent, and a member of the Commission, at Fair Oaks, soon 
after the battle there, and " while witnessing the intense agony of 
these poor fellows, he thought the difficulty might be obviated 
by 'mechanical means. Directly and upon the spot he sketched 
the model of a car, in the contrivance of which the problem 
was satisfactory solved."* 

The importance of having the business of hospital transporta* 
tion rendered more humane and safe, by means of careful surgi- 
cal attendance and all necessary appliances for physical comfort, 
was admitted by all, and the Sanitary Commission has been 
enabled to contribute very largely to the attainments ot this ob- 
ject. Upon the various railroads communicating with the lines 
of our armies and hospitals, there are now twelve or more hospi- 
tal-cars in daily use, all of which are fitted up with special re- 
ference to the comfort and safety of the patients.t Each of these 

* See the illu^tratioo ojt Hospital-cars in Earpet't Weekly, Feb. 27th, 1864. 

f In one of Br. Newberry's reports from the Western Department, It is stated; 

that— 

"To provide for the comfort of the inmates of hospitals in the interior of Ken- 

tttckj and Tenaessee, destined to be removed by rail to Louisville, a train of hospi; 

tal ears has been fitted up, and is now running, under the supervision of agents of 

the Commissfon. These care are provided with comfovtable beds, with food, 

•timulauts, medicines, etc., and are m charge of kind and faithful men. One hua* 

dred sick are dail^ transported in them with as little danger and suffering as 

though -they remained in nospital." 

• • « « « « « « « 

'' Beports hare.be^ ipade of the value of the aerTlce rendered by the H^sintal 
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Railway ambtilances, as they are properly called, are fumifihed 
with the comforts and appliances of a good ho^pittd, and the 
beds are so adjusted as to give entire security and ease bymeanB 
of stout India-rubber tugs,, etc. ; there is special ventilation, care^ 
fnl shading of the light, speaking tubes to convey orders from 
the surgeon to the nurses, and every arrangement has been 'made 
for the comfortable posture and support of the patients and their 
wounded parts, in bed or in invalid chairs ; while well-packed 
stores of warm clothing, ample, supplies of concentrated food, 
coffee, tea and medicines, together with an ingenious culinary 
apparatus, facilities for the storage and use of water,-^— in short, 
the provision of all the apparatus and comforts of a well ap«. 
pointed hospital, — are conveniently arranged and always at 
hand. 

Most of these ambulances are specially adopted for running 
upon long routes and upon different guages of track. The rail- 
way companies and the government have generously seconded 
the Commission's wishes in the assignment of special cars for such 
improved transportation of the severely wounded and sick, and 
already the number of such patients thus transported over long 
routes far exceeds the total nVimber that were transported by , 
the Commission's JETospitdl Transports from the Peninsula. At 
the East, the Medical Department has now provided for all the 

Gars on the Chattanooga and LouisTille and Nashville Railroads. Time has only ' 
served to increase our estimate of their importance, and as the army has advanced 
farther and farther from its base of supplies, they have been made moie and more 
useful, until they are now recogniced as an inaispensable institution*"*- /Sanitary 
Jitporier, 

Says the Medical Director at Ni^ville: 

" Tlie rapid transportation, the care exercised over the patients in their transit, 
and the competent attendants that accompany each train, have, I am convinced, 
been the means of saving many Uvea. 

*' I was forced to use steamboat transportation for many wonnded immediately 
after the battle of Stone River ; but the length of the voyage, and the necessary 
exposure to the weather, dka, compelled me to ask your co-operation in order that 
the men mi^yht be transported by railroad. I personally, as well as^ tlie sick and 
wounded soldiers, am under many obligations to the Sanitary Commission, but, in 
my opinion, the ' sanitary train * does more than anything else for the comfort of 
the sick." (JSei Letter ofJDr. 2%tfri/of», Medtisel JHreet&r, in the JSanilt^y Reporter, 
VoL 1, No, 1.) ^ 
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exp^ises and atteadance of the ambulance cars, except the 
Stewards' ; but at the West^ the Commission has until recently 
had the whole responsibility of this important service.^ 



* Pe. Baknuh, the fiidthfi&l Sargoon nho has long been engaged in this raQirfty 
smbnlanoe transportation aeryice, thus mentioni some of the facta connected with 
the Hospital Train at the West : 

" At present, there are {n use nine ho8p^tal cars — seven on the Cbattanoo^ road, 
nnder the charge of Dr. Myers, Surgeon IT. S. V., and two, under my own immeffi- 
ate supervision, on the Loaisville Road. 

** The train on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, consists of one passen- 
ger, one mail, three box, and three hospital cars. The passenger coach is kept 
Bcrupulouslj neat, for the accommodation of patients alone, and by a special 
arrangement of seats, can be changed in a few momenta to a bed-car, if necessary, 
which, however, cannot often occur, as every loadof sick will contain some who 
would prefer to sit." 

" The new hospital oars seem to meet the demand exactly, combining alL possi- 
ble freedom of motion, the least jar, good ventilation, a comfortable degree of 
warmth, and expedition in loading aud unloading." 

** These are built.on the same plans as those used between Washington and Jfeir 
York, with such modifications as the tunnel and the difference in the width of track 
rendered necessary. The draw-bar which connects the cars together, is surrounded 
by a stiff spiral spriog, which prevents any sudden jerk. Double springs are- 
tmder the trucks, and, in addition, the elliptic spring bar on the side to guard against 
lateral motion. Each car contains twenty-four stretchers, hung by stout mbAier 
bands between two uprights. The stretchers are supplied with hair pillows, and 
comforts, which can be easily renovated. They can be removed from >the car, re* 
ceive the patients, be re-placed, and again bear them to the hospitals when the 
journey is completed. The rubber bands prevent all shock and jolting, and com- 
municate a gentle tnotion, which usually lulls tho patient to sleep." 

" The stretchers can be removed from the car without disturbing the occupant. 
There are also seats for those who wish to sit up, and a sofa for the Surgeon or 
attendant, beneath which is a wardrobe and drawers for books, newspapers, dec 
Opposite the sofa, is a kitchen only six feet by three, yet it contains water-tank, 
wash-basin, sink for washing dishes, cupboarps for stores and dishes, and two 
large lamps heating copper-boilers, by which soup, coffee, tea, Ac, may be quickly 
and nicely prepared. 

. *'The * bumper' is surrounded by a stiff spring, whidi prevents the communica- 
tion of the jar when the motion is suddenly stopped or applied. The whole in- 
terior is fitted up in a style superior to any cars in use in the Northwest. 

"Articles of clothing are kept constantly on the train to be given to those need- 
ing them, and sanitary stores of every character are liberally supplied. 

" Patients speak in the highest terms, and with the deepest feeling, of the kindnesa 
and efficiency of Dr. Myers. 

" Trips are made tri- weekly from Bridgeport f^ hospital patients. Large num- 
bers of discharged and furloughed soldiers are carried, but many more of the 
latter come by passenger and box cars. 

" On the Louisville Road, the accommodations are much the same aa those jnat 
mentioned." 

** The food prepared is of good quality ; and besides Government rations, many 
delicacies— such as are comprised in tho stores of the Oommission — are issued in 
any amount required. 

"Since my connection with the Hospital Train, I have removed 20,4T8 
patients, with the loss of only one man, who was removed contrary to the wish of 
hie Surgeon, and my own judgment, at his eameat deairo to ' die at home.' " 
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Progress in Scmitary Work : Wwrfa/re against Scurvy. — Thet 
methods of the Commission's branches of labor, a& described in 
preceding pages, have manifestly answered their design, and 
have worked more and more effectively as the war goes on j and 
aa we follow the Commission's operations through the last snm- 
mer and autumn, it will be observed that the ever augmenting 
and ever varying necessities of our campaigns have been wisely 
anticipated and promptly met, so far as sanitary wants could be 
anticipated and met by any powers and means, which the Sani- 
tary Commission has possessed. • ' 

Following up its special inspections of the military hospitals, 
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, and urging &ach improve- 
ments as were found wanting, the Commisa[on closed that work" 
early in the summer, assured that the ISnIedical Department was 
nobly endeavoring to perfect its service and provision for the 
sick and wounded of the army ; and that the department of the 
Quartermaster-General was generously carrying into effect the 
improved plans of thei Surgeon-General for the better construe- 
tion and ventilation of military hospitals. Throughout the lines 
of our armies in the Southwest, the Hospital Inspectors and 
Surgeons bore testimony to the signal value of the fresh vege* 
tables and fruits which the Western Secretary and agents of the 
Sanitary Commission, with pommendable foresight of perils 
inipending, had steadily supplied to those armies, both in camp 
and in hospital, and by means of which the demon of scurvy 
had been hunted from our armies.* And this service still con- 



* The foUowiDg extracts from official Reports will serve to illustrate the nature 
of dtmands for fresh vogetablet aod other auti-scorbutics, as well as the hygienic 
importaoce of the efforts put forth by the O^missioa to meet such demands^ until 
tko regular Commissariat could interpose with adequate supplies. 

Early in spring, Lt-Col. Frank H. Hamilton, a distinguished Medical Inspector, 
IT. S. Army, reported as fellows to the Medical Bureau, from the army in Ten- 
nessee: 

• * •'» • • • » 

"<We find, in the absence of vegetable^ diet^ a cause for a great part of the mor- 
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tinnes, and although it may appeal* to be simply a gratuitous sup- 
plementing of the army Commissariat, it actually is equally a work 
of iiKjuiry and advice, and of supplementary supply and relief. 
It is one of the special duties of the Sanitary Inspectors to report 
and guard against the outbreak of preventable diseases, and, in 
council with medical officers, to provide the needed prophylac- 
tics, and the Commission thus undertakes to fiimish large sup- 
plies of sueh antiscorbutics as onions, potatoes, and fruits, while 
the Commissariat is considering and breaking through the diffi- 
culties that are found in the way of supplying such sanitary sub- 
efstance in its own regular channels. In doing this important 
work the agents of this Commission have sometimes not only 



tfility of our troops, both after the receipt ef wotibds and from disease. Tndirecllj 
it may acconiit for suppuration, gangrene, pysemia, erysipelas, diarrhoea, dysentery, 
feTer, rheumatism, etc., an^ we folly believe that one barrel of potatoes per annum 
is to the Government equal'to one man. I have omitted to. state that in all of the 
regimental hospitals* as well as general hospitals, I found the Sanitary Commission 
bad already furniahed them with the vegetables they had called for, and which 
were needed for the sick, so that in the hospitals none were dying from scurvy ;. on 
the contrary, in every instance I found them rapidly recovering. 

" I would respectfully suggest that for the season of the year when neither fresh 
potatoes' nor onions can be furnished to our armies, they should be supplied with 
pickled onions and cabbage : also potatoes cut in slices and packed in molasses, at 
is the practice with sailors, the potatoes to be eaten raw." 

In the "Sanitary Reporter** we find the following: 

" Dr. Read» an Inspector for the Commission, wrote from Nashville, April 18th 
as follows : 

" ' Scurvy, to some extent, is appearing in most of the regiments. If callec^npon 
to make long marches, many who now appear well will faint by the way. And, 
if wounded in- battle, many wounds, which, in a healthy condition of the system,* 
would be unattended viiih danger, would, in the present condition of many, prove 
fatal.' 

*' Simultaneously with the receipt of the aboye by mail, the following was- re* 
ceived by telegraph ; 

' *' Nasbtillb, Txnn;, April 14, 1868. 
•'Da. J. S. Nkwbkebt: 

" Sir,— We earnestly in.dorse Dr. Reed's letter, calling for vegetables, as one upon 
which the health and eflSciency of the Army at tins moment depands. 

(Signed) "FeankH. Hamilton, 

"Medicar Inspector, U, S. A. 

** Alfebd 0. Post, M. D., 
*• MosKs GuNN, M. D., 
••Hospital Inspectors, U. S. Ban. Com:" 
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swept tl^e markets of sucli vegetables in the Western cities,^ and 
rapidlj poshed forward the needed anti-scorbutics to the distant 
lines of the army, but it has repeatedly been necessary fpr th^ 
Commission to appeal directly to the farmers to contribute these 
indispensable supplies from their private stores. 

It must not be inferred from this statement that the army has 
not been liberally supplied with the regular rations^ for, with 
but few exceptions, there has been no lack of salt meats and " hard 
tack ;" but with embarrased transportation, and with a remote 
and almost inaccessible base of supplies, the difficulty of supplying 
anti-scorbutic rations,--which, it must be remembered, are of a ^er; 
ishable nature, — ^has been very great ; therefore, the Commissariat 
and the Qurtermaster's Departments have welcomed and aided 
the Sanitary Commission in its efforts to bring to the camp mess 
and the field hospital the much needed elements of health. The 
history of our campaigns in the Southwest -vCill tell how gener- 
ously and how gratefully Generals Grant, Kosecrans, Sherman, 
and Thomas, and many others, bade the Sanitary Commission 
God-speed in this ministry of anti-scorbutics among their forces 
in the field-f The threatened decimation and utter weakening 



* A prominent business man in one oi the great market cities of the West, 
has reoeotlj informed the writer that during the spring and summer of ] 808 
the immediate and unheralded purchase and shipment of this class of ''sanitary 
stores " bj the Commission's agents, on seyeral occasions so suddenly exhaused the 
markets, that for days following the prices of such articles were greatly enhanced, 
snlil the balance of supply could be restored. 

f That the reader may correctly estimate the momentous importance of this 
incessant watchfulness and warfare against scnrvy in onr forces, we invite atten- 
tion to the testimony we have incidentally adduced in previous pages, and also to 
the following emphatic statements which we ^^ote from the very reliable official 
and scientific authority, Surgeon J. Jan7Xk& Woodward, the Medical Historian of 
the War, who constantly has before him the official reports of sickness and mor- 
tality in all departments of the Federal forces. In his treatise, neatly published, 
upoa " Camp Diseases," Dr. Woodward unhesitatingly declares that " he is well 
•atisfiedy from personal observation, that both as a distinct affection in its early 

8 
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of the annies of the Comberland and the TenneBsee, was effec- 
tually prevented by the abundant Bupplies of potatoes, onions^ 
and frnitQ that were provided for those forces by the Sanitary 
Commission. And, as we shall have occasion to notice in fiitnre 
pages, the same homely and substantial method of life-and- 
health-saving has been very effectively continued in the more 
distant lines of our armies during the past year, and to the pres- 
ent time. 

This portion of our narrative of the Sanitaiy Commission's 
work might be indefinitely extended by recounting in detail 
the history and incidents of daily experience in the various 
labors of the Belief Department ; but the current events in the 



•tages, ftnd as a oomplicating inflMnce, tflfoctiog the otber camp diaoases of the 
army, icarTy has hitherto played a large part io the pheDomeoa of disease in the 
Sastem annies ;" and he says he is satisfied that the same has been true of diseasee 
in the armies West and South. And, after showing the part that the " scorbutic 
taint" has played in the diseases of the Peninsula campaign — "the Chickahominy 
fever " — and in the prevalent diseases South and West, that well-informed author 
•tates that-* 

" There can be no doubt that the same tendency (the ' scorbntio taint ') hal com* 
plicated diseases generally throughout the army during the past two years, and 
has even modified the result of wounds and injuries, interfering with the heaUog 
process, and increasing the mortality of traumatic cases of every kind." 

" The leading causes of scurry," says Dr. Woodward, "may be designated in a 
Single word as camp diet" And he adds : " There is probably no single instance of 
scurvy making its appearance among any body of troops who are duly supplied 
with an abundance of fresh vegetables." 

Potatoes and onions — ^tbe most available anti-sGort)QHc8-— he niges, should \m 
more freely supplied to the men in camp and in hospital, and he says : 

" It has more than once happened on a grand scale, during the present war, to 
•ee a sudden diminution in the amount of diarrhoea /o//oto the liberal iastu ofpoiaioe$ 
and onions to an army in which the tendency to scurvy was exhibiting itself in a 
■tanner too evident to be overlooked." 

These conclusions of Surgeon Woodward are undoubtedly correct, and they have 
been steadily maintained by all the more experienced Inspectors in the Sanitary 
Commission's service. WeU does that excellent Inspector, Dr. Warriner, of the 
Mississippi field, declare that the Sanitary Oonmiission's achlerement in supplying 



115 



surpassingly interesting history of that branch Of the Sanitarj 
Commission's work, is now being freshly published every two 
weeks in the pages of the Commission's BuUetm and in the Somi- 
iary Repqrter. Therefore, it is our aim, in this place, to present 
Bimply the outlines and a few essential explanations of this im- 
portant branch of work, which the people so gladly and so abun- 
dantly endow with home-gifts and home affections. And, not- 
withstanding that the pages here« devoted to the special hi^Uny 
the Belief service have slightly interrupted the succinctneaa 
of the narrative, the reader will not fail to perceive that thii 
branch of the Commission's work has not only interlinked its his- 
tory with that of the Commission's main design, viz., theprevet^ 
tion of^disease^ — ^but that the grateful foliage and life-inspiring 
vigor of this wide spreading Iranch^ has naturally tended to 
quicken, enlarge, and invigorate all other branches of this fruitM 
tree of loyal and loving sympathies. We think the Sanitary Com- 
mission itself would gratefully acknowledge that its well organized 
Departmeint of Eelief, by virtue of the world-wide and munificent 
sympathies which it has evoked, and to which it has promptly 
responded, has now become the very best pledge of hearty sup- 



the troops with fresh vegetablee last spring, at YoiiDg's Point, " modified history I* 
All military experience corroberates this view, for Bcuryy has been the bane of aH 
great armies in campaigns. And to illustrate the true economic and hygieaic re- 
lation of the Commission's work in sending forward, urging forward, and earnestly 
recommending supplies of fresh vegetables to our armies in the rebet States, w« 
need only quote the remark of M. Baudens, the distinguished Medical laspectorof 
the French Army, who, in one of his Crimean reports to the Minister of War, 
asserts that " 100,000 francs, spent in fresh vegetables, is a saving of 600,000 frantia 
in the expense of tending the sick to hospitals." 

In a monograph upon scurvy, with special reference to army practice, prepared 
by Surgeon-Genera! Hammond, and published by the Sanitary Commission [Doetr 
meivt N.\ the vital importance of preventive measures against the ravages of this 
Protean malady is ably set forth ; and Dr. Hammond closes that valuable essay by 
^ Baying that " scurvy is preeminently a preventable disease," and that those who 
are charged with the care of our sick soldiers should see to it that the reproach of 
its presence in camp does not rest with theip." 
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port of the entire sclieme of the Commission's work of disease- 
prevention. That the Belief service has been well and wiselj 
managed, all onr armies bear ample testimony. It constitutes 
the people's share in the Sanitary Commission's work, and nntil 
Peace again waves her olive branch over the re-United States, 
and our triumphant armies shall have dispersed to their homes, 
tiie mutual obligations that have thus grown out of golden gifts, 
and the home contributions *of ^'sanitary stores," will not be 
forgotten by the men to whom this trust is committed. 



Saottabt Work in the Campaigns op 1863. 

Anti-sGorhutio Supplies to the Armies of the Oumherland and 
Tennessee durvng the winter and spring, — ^With the dawning 
of the New Tear, 1863, the banks of Stone's Eiver, before Mur- 
freesboro', were strewn with nearly 8,000 mutilated heroes of Ge- 
neral Kosecran's army. The habit that has become so character- 
istic of the army of the Great Valley, to " move upon the enemy's 
works," has unquestionably cost much blood, but it has also 
given us the inexpressible satisfaction of providing for our own 
wounded, and of re-possessing entire States of the insurgent dis- 
trict. But there necessarily exists one great source of peril to 
such vast forces in desolated regions which are far removed 
from the districts of country from whence fresh vegetable sup- 
plies can be obtained. To this subject the Sanitary Commis- 
sion's Western Secretary, Dr. Newberry, and the Sanitary In- 
specters under him, have continually given most watchful atten- 
tion.* 



* Major General RoBecrans on the Sanitary CommissioD and its aid to sick and 
vounded : 

" HEADQUARTERfl, DePARTMBITT OF TBI CUMBIRLAND, ) 

Murfreesboro, February 2, 1863. f 

'* The General Commanding presents his warmest acknowledgements to the 
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In preceding pages we have had occasion to mention how the 
camps and hospitals of the Cumberland looked to the Commis- 
sion for " sanitary supplies." That noble army had campaigned 
on "scurvy rations" in Northern Mississippi and Southern 
Tennessee, had marched long distances, and had fought hard 
battles ; and after the ter^ibte engagement upon Stone's Riveir, 
the causes of scurvy, that long had lurked in the unfresh- 
ened rations and crowded camps, threatened all the hospitals 
and regiments of that army. Gangrene, erysipelas, and obsti- 
nate diarrhoeal diseases menaced the wounded, and, in almost 
every regimental camp the scorbutic taint was exhibiting its 
threatening symptoms. " There were no fresh vegetables fur- 
nished to the troops, except what were obtained from the Sani- 
tary Commission for the regimental hospitals," said Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton, the faithful Medical Inspector of the Army 
of the Cumberland, early in the spring. And in his oflBicial re- 
port to General Eosecrans, that Inspector goes on to say : 

"Nearly all the regiments have been without potatoes and 



fk-iends of the Soldiers of this army, Tvhose generoas sympathy with the suffering 
of the sick and wounded has induced them to send for their comfort numerous sani- 
tary supplies, which are continually arriving by the hands of individuals* and chari- 
table societies. While he 'highly appreciates and does not undervalue th3 charities 
which have been lavished on this Army, experience has demonstrated the import- 
ance of system and impartiality, as wellas judgment and economy, in the forward- 
ing and distributioQ of these supplies. In all these respects the United Statea 
Sanitary Ck)mmission stands unrivalled. Its organization, experience, and large 
facilities for the work are such that the General does not hesitate to recommend* 
in the most urgent manner, all. those who desire to send sanitary supplies, to con- 
fide them to the care of this Commission. 

** They will thus insure the supplies reaching their destination without wastage, 
or expense of a'gents or transportation, and their being distributed in a judicious 
manner without disorder or interference with the regulations and usages of the 
service. 

" This Commission acts in full concert with the Medical Department of the Army, 
and enjoys its confidence. It is thus enabled with a few agents to do a large 
amount of good at the proper time, and in the proper way. Since the battle of 
Stone's River, it has distributed a surprisingly large amount of clothing, lint, ban- 
dages, and bedding, as well as milk, concentrated beef, fruit, and other sanitary 
stores^ essential to the recovery of the sick and wounded. 

" W. S. ROSBCBANS, 

,« Major General, Commanding Department" 
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onions, b& a resnlar issne, and not a fbw of these regiments hare 
not had more than one or two issues of these vegetables in eight, 
ten, or twelve months. 

" It is not surprising, therefore, that scurvy is beginning to 
manifest itself throughout the army, a few marked cases of wmch, 
perhaps two or three, ms^ be found in most of the regiments." 

" I am very much afraid, however, that in a short period 
those signs of scorbutic taint vrill increase and extend, and 
especially if the men are subjected to any extraordinary hard- 
ships in marching, on picket duty, or in the trenches ; and that, 
in the event of a battle, the wounds of those who now appear 

the most robust would not heal kindly."* 

« * * *♦* * »» 

" The season for vegetables and fruit is approaching, but the 
army cannot look to the surrounding country for a supply of 
these articles,, since its numbers are vastlv disproportioned to the 
amount of lands which will be cultivated ; and miit trees do not 
at this time abound within the lines whicn we command. There 
is, therefore, in my judgment, a pressing demand for large and 
immediate supplies of potatoes and onions, and this demand will 
not cease for some months to come." 

" On my arrival at Nashville on the 11th, I represented these 
facts to Dr. A. N. Eead, Sanitary Inspector of the Department 
of the Cumberland, whom I found already advised upon these 
matters by personal inspection, and who had aljjeady writteji 
upon the subject to Dr. J. S. Newberry, Secretary, and in charge 
<rf the Western Department of the Sanitary Commission, with 
headquarters at Louisville." 



• And in a letter from the same high anthoritj, which was pubUahed May 15th» 
lie says of the Sanitary Oommission : 

• • •■•» »• ••*• 

** It is to this Army, what I have found it to be everywhere in the Armies of 
the United States, one of its most important means of support, and without which 
its efficiency would be greatly diminished. No one who has watch.ed its working 
upon the field, in the general hospitals, and on the road towards home of discharg^ 
and disabled soldiers, bul will agree with me in saying that it is doing a vast deal, 
both in the cause of our country and in the cause of humanity, and so long as the 
Kortb continues to send its soldiers to the field, the Sanitary Commission must 
continue its work. 

"The agents, so far as T have seen them, are intelligent, faithftil and aealooa; 
and the public has nothing to fear in trusting to them its contributions. 

" Would to God that every one at the North could see and understand as well 
as we do the value and necessity of this work. 

(Signed,) Faark H. Hamilton, 

Medical Inspector, U. S. A." 
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Shipmento of yegetables now began to be mad^ more freely 
under his order, on the 13th of April, from Louisyille ; and on 
the same date Dr. I^ewb^ry writes : 

. " There will be a snecession of large shipments of vegetable^ for 
Eosecrans' amw by railroad and by boat. The General Super- 
intendent of railroads, Mr. Anderson, has been requested by the 
Oommander-in-CSiief to forward promptly all the Commission 
can send, therefore let them go to the front as fast as possible. 

" On the 14th of April, Drs. Post and Gunn, Special Inspec- 
tors for the Sanitary (jommission, having returned from Mnr- 
freesboro', confirmed the statements Dr. fiead had already made, 
and we sent a joint telegram to Dr. Newberry, requesting that 
the vegetables be sent forward as copiously as possible. On the 
same day Dr. Newberry replied by telegram to me : 

" ^ Large shipments are being made daily. Yesterday I tele- 

fraphed Cincinnati, Chicago, and Pittsburg for vegetables, and 
ave a reply from Cincinnati that large shipments will be at 
once made fiom there.' " 

Though the Army of the Cumberland had idaily coxnmunicai^ 
tion by railway with the rich markets of the Ohio, by way of 
Kftshville and LonisviUe, it is evident, from this official testis 
mony, that omr camps and hospitals in Tennessee were saved 
from the ravages of scurvy only by such vigilance and promptitude 
in watching the points of its appearance, and urging forward the 
needed supplies of fresh vegetables. The Sanitary Inspectors 
understood their business, and well did they fulfill their mission. 
*' Vegetables, Humanity, and Patriotism," for the time were 
synonyms,* in the estimation of those enlightened agents of the 



• " ViQiBTABUES^ HuiiArazr, PATftionaic. — ^Tbe tbiDgs represented by these three 
naaos are more iutimately connected than most people iiQAeiafi^ .A supply of v^ge- 
iabl«e to tbe army is lodlBpeDsabte to tl& bealib, and upon tke health of the soldiers 
depends the integrity of the Union." * • • * ♦ 

« * « * ** We commend tbe careful consideration of the following extract 
from a letter reoeoily received from Dr. Warrioer, at Vicksburg: 

" ' People must be routed forthwith to. tbe importance of sending veffetabUt to 
the army. We w«Ql enough to keep all hands busy distributing them. We want 
enooj^ to supply wliplo commands, and not merely the hospitals. We have none 
now— we can do no better service tlyui feed the army witji potatoffs i^i^dj^iu^^aa, 



Sanitary Commis&ion ; and the heartinesB widi which tiie chief 
officers of the Medical Staff endoreed and aided the Commission's 
efforts to eradicate scurvy from camps and hospitals. And 
when spring opened, the "Western Secretary procured official 

« . _ 

permission for the cnltivationof extensive Y^etable Grardens in 
the vicinity of Morfireesboro' and Nashville. This was an enter- 
prise of great practical importance, for not only w«pe the pro- 
ducts of those gardens necessary for the great hospitals in 
Central Tennessee, but they were soon to be required in hos- 
pitals and camps near Chattanooga. The Samtary JReporter 
thus mentions the organization and purposes of the '^ hospital 
gardens ;" 

"While laboring to supply vegetables for the immediate 
wants of the Army of the Cumberland in the early spring, it 
was understood that the supply from the North would m a few 
months fail, and that in the last months of simimer the sick in 
that department would be unsupplied, unless vegetables should 
be raised in the department for their use. In the whole region 
occupied by the army, the country was almost a desert, and no 
dependence could be put upon purchasing supplies of eitiz«[is. 



There certainly mnst be a sufficient surplas of these in the North to enable us to do 
it, if we can once get the subject sufficiently impressed upon the leyal producers of 
them.^ It has been only at brief but widely separated intervals that we have had 
supplies of these in adequete abundance to justify this ^eoeral disbursement of thenr. 
When it has occurred, tlie results has been in the highest possible degree satisfac- 
tory and beneficial. The achievements of the two Commissions in this respect, 
last spring, at Young's Point, modified history I The effects are not to be weighed 
or estimated. No one thing has done so much to establish the reputation of the 
Commission with the army ; and yet bow very seldom we hare been able to sop* 
plement commissary stores to this extent If we could do it continually, we should 
prevent more sickness than our other efforts are able to relieve. I wish this no- 
tion could be preached all through the North, clamorously and with power. Good 
old brother Chidlaw could do immense good if he could concentrate his whole time 
and his magnifieent good-will-power upon it for a season. I trust yon will not ne- 
glect to eall pobliA aUAntion^to this express plan of sanitary labor, and urge the 
natter in all effective wa^rs. Potatoes and onions for the whole anuy \ MoIm 
that the watchword ; yaryiqg the monotony from time to time by the addition of 
" cabbage" But don't let people encumber us with other kinds of vegetables, 
unless, perhaps, tomatoes. Their value is incomparably less than that of thoet 
named. I wul write again after the arrival of the Clara BelL 

(Sigtted) ^ * Tours truly, 

•^Sanitwy ReporUr,) 



131 



Vegetables could not be bought, they must be raised, Eeliance^' 
tiien, could only be placed-upon ho^tal gardens. 

" The Sanitary Commission has furnished seeds and garden 
tools, and about 30,000 plants, purchased in Louisville and Cin- 
cinnati; and its agents have exercised a general supervision 
over the work." 

"A similar work has been accomplished at Nashville, and 
these two gardens will furnish a/WZ supply of vegetables for the 
hospitals of the department during that part ot the season in 
which they cannot be supplied from the North.'^ 

These great garden^, with their teeming products of choice 
vegetables, anticipated future necessities, and although, in all, 
about eighty acres of fertile land was devoted to this very practi- 
cally hygienic use, the events of autumn proved how wisely a 
vastly larger tract of land might have been thus cultivated.* 
And during the winter and spring months it became necessary to 
resort to unusual means, and to use the greatest energy to pro- 
cure and transport anti-scorbutic vegetables to the distant points 
where the Inspectors found need of such supplies. 

Even after the Commissary Department of the "Western armies 
had been aroused by the urgent demand for potatoes and onions, 
the Sanitary Commission still had more reliable means than those 
at the command of the Government for supplying that demand. 
It is stated upon authority, that " recently, when scurvy threat- 
ened our army, a Commissary advertised for an adequate 
quantity of patotoes and onions, and no response was made. 
Nobody either had, or chose to become responsible for, the de- 



* la his report to the CommiBsioo, September Ist, Dr. Newberry says : 

*' The Hospital Gardens established in this Department have more than justified 
all our anticipations. That at Murfreesboro' had, up to August 30tb. furnistied to 
the hospitals 248 barrels of assorted vegetables, and the gardener estimates that it 
tdU produce during the balance of the season 800 bushels of tomatoes, 1,200 of 
Irish potatoes, 1,200 of sweet potatoes, 26,000 heads of cabbage, besides larg« 
quantities of beans, melons, tamip»« dso.'' 
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Uvery of 50,000 bushels of patotoes, and a corresponding quantity 

of other vegetables, but there were few families in the great 
Weat which could not spare from its store a peck, a bushel, or 
a barrel of vegetables, and so wUkm atnowthaome thovMnd bar- 
rels toere donated, and an impending disaster was averted, the 
Oommission furnishing a medium of communication between 
<lie people at home and their defenders in the field."* But we 
need not dwell upon further details of the methods and the 
means hy which this warfare against the most dreaded and fatal 
enemy of the camps and to frontier hospitals was overcome. 
It was the commencement of a work that must necessarily be 
eontinued until the end of the war. And expmence has shown 
that when Commissaries have found the markets exhausted 
of anti-scorbutic vegetables, the Sanitary Commission, through 
its branches of supply, never have failed to bring such supplies 
forward at once. 

Late in the spring, when a general movement of the army of 
the Cumberland was anticipated, the Commission's Inspector .at 
Murfreesboro, Dr. Eeed, wrote as follows : 

* ' * * # 4f * ^ « 

• 

"The supply of vegetables distributed has greatly improved 
the health and efficiency of this army. No greater amount of 
good has ever been accomplished in so short a time, and at an 
expense comparatively so slight. The friends at home who have 
contributed these supplies should feel that they have done much 
to strengthen the hands and the hearts of the soldiers for the 
struggle which all feel is close at hand. 

"it will be gratifying to all to know that the most ample and 
minute preparations have been made for the care of the wounded, 
should an engagement occur, A special medical purveyor has 
been appointed for each corps of the army, who haa provided 
himself with a large stock of medicines, hospital stores, clothing 
and dressings, and all necessary transportation, to enable him to 
accompany the army and issue his stores upon the field when 
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* See Sanitary ReporUr, Jtme let, 1868. 
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and where needed. Also, as I mentioned in my last report, the 
snrgeons of each regiment have very generally furnished them- 
selves each with a box of hospital stores and dressings from onr 
supplies, to be taken with the regiment wherever it moves. And 
we have in addition furnished to most of the division surgeon^ 
a good supply of concentrated be^f extract for the same purpose. 
We hope and expect that all will thus supply themselves from 
our stores now on hand. Should occasion require it, all our 
supplies suitable lor the purpose will be pushed forward 
promptly to the temporary field hospitals and distributed where- 

ever they wiU relieve or alleviate suffering.^ 

« it - * * ' * * « * 

" The testimony is uniform by all who know that the great 
want of the army, after all that has been done, is fresh vegetch 
hies. 

" I hope they will continue to be forwarded as long as they 
are to be obtained, and that every one who can will plant a 
separate patch of potatoes, onions or cabbage fwrthe soldier." 

At the end of the month of May, the same faithftil Inspector 

writes to the Western Secretary of the Commissicxn as follows : 

. . . . * 

««««(( jj^ jjjy report to you for April, I had to re- 
present that the great want of the Army of the Cumberland was 
fresh vegetables ; that up to the 10th of that month there had 
not been more liian two issues for eight or nine months ; and 
' that in many cases there had not been one issue during that 
time. As a consequence, scurvy was beginning to appear in 
almost every regiment, and that this was a sure indication that 
the soldiers were not in a condition to bear hard marches, or to 
labor in the trenches ; and if wounded in battle, their wounda 
would not heal kindly, but would be followed hj pyaemia, ery- 
sipelas, hospital gangrene, and excessive suppuration. The mor- 
tality of the Confederate wounded at Murfreesboro' was forty per 
6ent. Dr. ^vent, their Medical Director, a surgeon of unusual 
intelligence, ascribes this large mortality to lack of vegetable 
diet. 

" I have now to report, that from the 1st of April to the 20th of 
May, there have been about four issues of vegetables by the Com- 
inissaries to the troops of Murfreesboro', Franklin, and Nash- 
ville. At Gallatin they have not received from Government 
more than two issues since they entered Kentucky. The police 
of all the troops is excellent. The external manifestations 6t 
scurvy have nearly disappeared ; although at Gallatin and Car- 
thage there are several well-marked eases. 
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" Dr. E. B. Qlict, Brigade Surgeon, informB me, May Slst, 
that all his cases of scurvy have disappeared ; that three weeks 
since he had many cases of ophthalmia, which did not yield to 
ordinary treatment, but whicn had rapidly recovered under the 
use of the vegetables we had supplied nim. 

" Hospital ffangrene has nearly disappeared, and the cases of 
erysipel^areWch less frequent 

******* 

" During the month, we have received and distributed, from 
the Nashville depot, 5,897 bushels of vegetables, and 18,730* 
pounds dried fruit, and, in addition, a considerable amount of 
canned fruit, pickles, and other sanitary stores. 

'^ These have been distributed as follows : 

Sent to Bbls. Vegetables. Lbs. Dried Fruit 

Murfreesboro' a^,. 1,423 - 5,955 

FrankHn • . 80 1,200 

Carthage 23 575. 

Fort Donelson \ 127 500 

Gallatin 95 

Lavergne 66 750- 

Brentwood !fe4 600 

Triune ■ 58 165 

Clarksville 12 

NashviUe 451 9,085 

2,359 bbls. 18,730 
Vegetables — equal to 5,897 bushels, at 2J bushels to the barrel. 

" These have been distributed under the rule, that the sick 
and feeble should be first supplied : the balance to be given to 
the well men in the regiments." 

In another lettet from the sanitary depot of that army, the 
following illustration is given of the necessity for such anti-scor- 
butic supplies, and the faithfulness of medical officers in dis- 
bursing them : * 



* The value and appreciation of this Ck>mmi8sion's work in the Army of the 
Ouxnberland, is well illustrated by the following spontaneous testimonials of grati- 
tude from Medical and Commftading officers: 
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* « « * ".Among many fects showing, as a rul^, the 
earnest devotion of the surgeons of this army to their work, and 
their fidelity in the use of sanitary stores, I will mention only 
the following. At the time when potatoes were exceedingly 
scarce and valuable, and when the Commission was furuisbing 
the greatest part which were available for the army, the surgeon 

of , who had just returned to his regiment, visited our 

rooms with his assistant to ask us if we could do anything for 
him. On exhibiting his person, his legs and body were spotted 
and purplish, with as little elasticity to the flesh as to a piece of 
dough ; an indentation from pressure would remain for many 
minutes. The symptoms of scurvy were clear and unmistake- 
able, and he had been distributing for weeks to the enlisted men 
under his charge vegetables from our stores — ^had thus banished ' 
scurvy from the tents of the men, and it remained only among 



" HsADQaARTEBS 8d Diyis., 20tb Army Oobfs, ) 
"Medioal Dsfabtment, May Ist, 1863. ) 
" Sir, — Allow me, through you, to return the sincere thanks of the Medical Offi- 
cera of this Division to the U. S. Sanitary Commission for their uniform^promptnesa 
and attention to the wants of the sick and wounded soldiers. 

"It has been my lot to be with this Division, as Medical Director/ through two 
hard-fou;;ht battles (Perryville and Stone's River), where we had many wounded 
men, with only limited means of ministering to their comforts; consequently, I 
have had a good opportunity of judging of the efficiency of your organization, and 
of the benefits derived from it. Through the promptness of the Commission our 
wounded were more comfortably situated within forty-eight hours after the battle, 
than they were eight days after the battle ot Shiloh. 

" To your organization we are indebted, also, for many Taluable suggestioas 
which have added much to the comfort of camp life. * 

" With the most sincere hope that your organization may receive the continued 
support it deserves, I am, 

** Very respectfully, 

" Your bb't servant, 

" D. V. GaiFFrTH, 
" Surgeon 2d Ky. Vols, and Med. Director. 
" Jnsp. IT. S. San. Commission." 



Endorsed as follows: 

'* Headquarters 8d Division, 20th A. C, ) 
'* Near McnFRSKSBoao*, Tenn., May 4, 18B3. ) 
*' I take great pleasure in endorsing every word of the within letter, and desire 
to return, through the Medical Inspector, my sincere thanks to the Sanitary Com- 
mission for their almost invaluable services to my wounded men at Perryville an4 
Stone River. 

**P. H. Shcridan, 

" Major-GeneraL" 

" Keceive my thanks, my dear sir, for your attention to the health of my com- 
mand. Your kind issues of vegetables are thankfully received by all the men, and 
without them our men would soon be victims of scorbutic diseases ; they would 
•con give out on the march, and would not have sufficient physical vigor to with- 
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the officers. When he was directed to use them for the officers 
also, as far as th^ needed them medicinally, he expressed snr- 
prise and gratitude both ; for the supposed they were to be nsed 
sacredly for the enlisted men." 

That the people of the great West have entered into the na- 



Btand woundB, \rhich good soldiers ar« apt to receive when fiuthfally and gallantly 
performiDg their daty upon the battle-field. 

" I am, sir, 

*' Your obedient servant, 

" A. McD. MoCooK, 
'*Maj.-Gen. Oom'd'g 20th Army Corps." 



****** These yegetjables will preserve onr men, and advance 
the interest of onr caase. 

" The ration of potatoes issued to my entire Division by yon yesterday, was 
tbankfally received, and will do mach to prevent scurvy ana other diseases. 

" Young ladies who have lovers in the army are prone to seud them handsomely 
wrought slippers, book-marks, &e., but love will also be unabated if the fair handi 
will keep thajse handsome souvenirs until the close of the war, and while we are in 
the field we promise to love and admire any and all who engage in this good work 
of supplying ns with fresh vegetables. 

" Yours very truly, 

•* R, W. Johnson, 

" Brig.-Gen. VoL Oom'd'g." 

• 

" Hkadq'rs, Abut of Ebhtcckt, ) 
• " Fhakklin, May 3, 1863. J 

" Ao't XT. S. SAKTrAUT CoionsstoN, NASHvn.Lis, Tenn. : 

" I have to acknowledge the 'receipt of 40 barrels vegetables from your office, 
which have been issued to the troops in this command. 

"The health of the command is steadily improving, largely owing to your 
kindness and activity in famishing those important anti-scorbutic remedies. 
'* Please accept my thanks for tliis and former invoices. 

" Truly yours, 

" W. Varian, 
•* Surgeon U. S. V., Medical Director Army of Ky.* 
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'^Headq'bs 2d Divisioir, 21st Abmt Corps, 

*'CAlfF NbAR MuBFaBESBORO', 

" May 3, 1863. . 
'* Inspkotob it. S. Sanitary Commission : 

" Dear Sir, — I can have no more agreeable duty than to acknowledge the value 
and. beneficial services of the Sanitary Commission. 

*' The army owes a debt of gratitude to the benevolent men and women of the 
country, who have, through this admirable agency, contributed to relieve the wants 
of the soldier, supplying those ' small things ' so essential to their health and vigor. 

** I am, very respectfully, 
V ** John M. Palmbr, 

> « Major-QeneraL" 
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tional struggle wifh their wbole soul, and under tbe higheBt in- 
Bpiration of patriotic duty, is manifested in their effective labors 
and untiring zeal in suppressing the rebellion. Cheerfiilljr and 
promptly have they given their sons to the cause, and, in some 
of the States, even where labor is most in demand, they have 
exceeded all Federal quotas and calls for troops ; and every 
household, hovj^ever humble or afflicted, has offered and will con- 
tinue to offer its loving gifts for the aid and succor of their brave 
sons in the army. Like the broad rivers of the West, the Sani- 
tary Commission's channels have received and borne isouth^ard 
the tributary streams of the Great Valley; and no person can 
doubt that the fSorvent desire and the urgency .of the "Western 
people to have their home-offerings go 'forward undelayed and 
directly to the places and the men who most needed, though 
sometimes impatiently overleaping all wise methods and the 
Commission's authorized channels, have, neverthelesSy finally 
resulted in giving to the Commission itself the very highest prao* 
ticable degree of energy, largeness of plan, and celerity of exe- 
cution in its Relief service, and, at the same time, thoroughly 
imbuing the commanding generals and the whole army of the 
Valley with their own spirit of earnest co-operation and merci- 
ful helpfulness. Indeed, it would appear that from the begin- 
ning of the war the great generals of the West have done all in 
their power to facilitate and give full effect to the works of the 
Sanitary Commission.* 



* The following published orders from the two great leaders of our Western 
Armies, exhibit the spirit in which the war aod the men who help in it were re- 
garded by those distinguished Qenerals : 

" HSADQUASIERS DEPABTMBIfl OF THE TeITNESSEB, ) 

Ticksburg, Miss., Sept 28, 1868. f 

" Ck>mmanding Officer, Cairo, Ul. : 
''8ir,--Direot the Post Quartermaster .at Oairo to caU upon the U. S. Sanitary 
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With good reason does Dr. Newberry, the Western Secretary, 
in his report to the Commission of sanitary work accomplished 
in the forces on the Mississippi, remarks : *' Indeed, I may say 
that onr operations in that Department haye been, by an irre- 
sistible influence, gradually but constantly expanding. The 
many and great privileges accorded us by the General com- 
mandiig, and by others in authority, haye opened new and 
wide doors of usefuhiess, and by accepting the responsibiUties 
thus laid upon us, our duties haye necessarily been increased." 
And not less justly does the Western Secretary yield to the 
military officers their full share of honors for humane and life- 
eaying work in the army of the Cugiberland. He says : ^' I 
think I am justified in 'saying that there is no Department of 
the whole army where our work is more systematically, thorougly, 
and well done. The credit of this desirable result is not, how- 
ever, due wholly to the corps of agents who have represented us 
so faithfully there, but should be equally shared by the military 
and medical authorities, all of whom have been at all times most 
cordially co-operative, not only granting cheerfully every rea- 
sonable request we have made, but, even anticipating our wants ; 



agent at your place, and see exactly what buildings they require to be erected for 
their charitable and humane purposes. 

" The Commission has been of such great service to the country, and at Oairo are 
doing so mueh for this army at this time, that I am disposed to extend their facil- 
ities for doing good in every way in my power. You will therefore cause to be 
put up. at government expense, suitable buildings for the Sanitary Commission, 
conaecting those they already have, and also put up for them necessary outbuild- 
ings. » » »»» »^» « « 

"(Signed) U. 8. Graot, i 

" Major General.* i 

• i 

"Headquarters Departicrnt of tbe Ohio, ) ' 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. Ist, 1863. ) I 

" Special Order, No. 290. * ' 

'* 8. All officers in this Department will extend to the agents of the T7. S. Sani- 
tary Commission, every facility consistent with their duties, and will respect and 
aid them in carrying out their charitable work. 

" By order of 

** Miyor Qeneral BuRNami.'' 



129 



often spontaneously proflfering the aid we were about to need- 
The catalogue of the officers of this army, who have manifested 
towards the Sanitary CoramiBsion cordial and appreciative co- 
operation, is so long that I have not room to give it, but I may 
say, in general, that our relations are of the pleasantest charac- 
ter with every one. The evidences of hearty sympathy with ug 
in our work, given by General Eosecrans, Greneral Garfield, his 
chief of staff. Dr. Perin, the Medical Director, and Dr. Hamil- 
ton, Medical Inspector, have been frequently exhibited," .... 

During the winter and spring of 1883, the forces upon the 
Mississippi, under General Grant, occupied positions that were 
exceedingly unfavorable to health, but the ground that had been 
gained along the course of the great river, during a year of terri- 
ble straggles and toil, from Island number Ten, and Memphis, to 
the Yazoo, was not to be relifaquished, and from that perilous 
base of bayous, swamps, malaria, and difficult transportation, was 
to be commenced one the grandest campaigns of the war. Late 
in the month of March, General Grant moved forward strong 
column^ of his forces southward from Young's Point'and Milli- 
ken's Bend, where the Sanitary Commission was systematically 
at work by hygienic agencies, that " modified history," and 
after incredible toil and exposure in marching, bridging, ford- 
ing and fighting all the way across the peninsula opposite and 
below Yicksburg, to Grand Gulf, and thence to the bloody con- 
tests at Port Gibson and Champion Hill, then quickly fol- 
lowed the triumphant battles and forced marches that scattered 
the rebel forces from the capital of Mississippi, and drove General 
Pemberton westward from the Big Black Eiver to the fortifica- 
tions of Yicksburg.^ 

The masterly Leader of our army had not over-estimated the 
physical powers and heroism of his forces, but he put them to 
tests that proved them well, and which most strikingly illus- 
trated the practical value of health and its safe-guards in such a 
9 
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campaign. In the trenches and mines, on picket and in con- 
stant Bkirmishing and fighting, while beleagoring the enemj^s 
stronghold ; or npon the morasses of the Yazoo and the Big 
Black, maintaining onr hotly dispnted lines, General Grant's 
powerful army was rendered all the stronger and the braver for 
the constant presence and influence of sanitary labors and sani- 
tary supplies. General Grant, with his accustomed sagacity, 
*liad promptly ordered that ample facilities forthe transportation 
of the Commission's " sanitary stores" should be provided, and 
as soon as Inspector Warriner and his assistants were able to 
gain a point of communication with the forces before Yicksbnrg, 
large supplies of fresh vegetables and other needed supplies for 
the health of the forces, and for the succor of the wounded and 
sick, were poured in from the '^ sanitary steamers," and other 
boats on the Mississippi and Yazoo.* 



* The CommisBion's Western Seeretary, foreeeeiog the iiie7itable demand ibtt 
must continue to be made for anti-acorbntics in the army on the MiBsisaippi, as veil 
as in the army of the Cumberland, endorsed and gaye wide publicity to the state- 
ments that were sent to him by the Relief agents in the field. The following is 
an iilnstration of the yiew taken by those practical men : 

" Let every farmer in the loyal States pat in an extra patch of potatoes, cabba- 
ges, and onions, for the soldiers ; let eyer child have his soldier's gardea-bed ; let 
the " Onion Leagues" vie with the Union Leagues in number and zeal of member- 
ship, and so will the lives of our brave soldiers be preserved, and the country 
saved. To this same purport is the following appaal of the Rev. B. W. Ghidlaw :" 

'<TO ALL THE B07S AND GIRLS IN THE NORTH." 

*' U. S. Sanitary Steamer ' Dunleith,' ) 
*'0n the Mississippi River, April 27. f 

" We have just finished the distribution of our precious cargo of good things for 
our sick and well soldiers in the hospitals and camps^ from Cairo, Id., to Young's 
Point, La. These things were much needed, and gratefully received. 

** Will your kind hearts and willing hands work for the soldier? You may ask 
what can we do ff You can work in your gardens and fields, plant and cultivate 
potatoes, tomatoes, cabbage, onions, «&c. x on can gather strawberries, raspber- 
ries, carrants, and blackberries, and your mothers will can them. Your apples, 
peaches, pears, and plams can be cut and dried, and put up in small bags, then 
these rich treasures of your gardens, fields, and orchards, the products of your pa- 
triotic industry, sent to the Soldiers' Ai<l^ Society, and thus to the U. S. Sanitary 
Oommission, will reach the soldier, help him to get well, and cheer his heart. 

" Begin to plan and to work at onee. Keep at it, and thousands of our brave 
•oldiers sharing your gifts will rise and call you blessed.** 
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Under date of May 4tli, 1863, Inspector 'Warriner writea to 
Dr. Newberry, the Secretary, from Milliken's Bend, La. : 



" I have watched with much interest the movement of these 
troops. It is characterized by most active energy. Most of the 
tents are left behind, as are also the men who are not strong 
enough to endure an exhausting and desperate campaign. Sup- 
plies m anything approaching sufficient quantity cannot be con- 
veyed to the front by anv existing method. Foraging is too 
precarious, of course, to be relied upon long, and desperate 
fighting is inevitable. Yesterday the news of a vigorous oattle 
at Grand Gulf, Mississippi, on Saturday, came to hand. I see 
no escape from a series of such, augmenting in fierceness and 
intensity, until the question is decided as to Tvho shall hold the 
river through the ensuing summer. This, with the increase of 
disease that will keep pace with the advancing season, may, and 
possibly will, develop a great amount of sickness, and the 
thought that is pressing most upon me, is how to meet this suffer- 
ing with some approximation to an equivalent relief. I beg, 
therefore, that you consider this letter as chiefly a requisition 
for stores," *****# 

From Young's Point, above Vicksburg, Dr. Warriner writeSi 
under date of May 18th 1863 : 



" We are still unable to get transportation to the Point for 

hospital stores. The demand for them there is hourly increasing. 

Several hotly contested battles have already occurred. The one 

that resulted in the capture of Jackson, Miss., by our forces was 

especially severe. Not less than 800 were killed. Applying the 

ordinaiT rule as to the relative number wounded, there cannofc 

be mucn less than 2,000 of these, besides a large number from 

the ranks of the enemy. Previous to this battle I had received 

reports from Surgeons at Grand Gulf, that 500 wounded had 

accumulated there. Yesterday firing was heard here all day, 

artillery and musketry. It was not incessant, but at times was 

rapid and heavy. The direction seemed to be southeast from 

Vicksburg ; distance not exactly calculable." 

« * * « « * * « 

"I learned, meantime, that the purpose is to bring the 
wounded here and ship them North, as rapidly as possible. An 
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installinent of several Imndred is expected in to-morrow. They 
will be brought on boats to the lower end of the new road — ^the 
road running from this point to the river, twelve miles or so 
below Vicksburg — ^thence by wagons and ambulances here. The 
boats taking them hence will nave occasion to make heavy 
drafts npon us for stores. And I shaU make an effort to send 
to the front by the return teams more or less stores for those who 
will not be favored with immediate transportation. Persons 
claiming and, for aught I know, possessing, militarv sagacity, 
regard General Grant^s chances as in the ^ghest degree pro- 
misme. 

•* The convalescents at Milliken's Bend at my last writing 
have all — excepting those at the ,Vaii Buren hospital — been re- 
moved to this point. They number nearly 5,000. About ten 
per cent, are under medical treatment." 

From Haines- Bluff, May 27th, Dr. Warriner reports : 

* * * * "I have at last reached a point of cona- 
munication with the main army. Haines' Bluff was abandoned 
by the enemy when it became certain that Yicksburg would be 
speedily invested by our enterprising army. Roads have been 
opened up, and properly guarded, from here to the lines, and 
supplies of all kinds are pouring along the route with the utmost 
activity. I had the sanitary whart-boat moved to this place 
from T^oung's Point five days ago. Our ample supplies were 
abeady reduced by the convalescents and hospitals, whereof I 
have already given full reports ; but we have enough left to keep 
all hands busy. I have been out to the front since arriving here, 
making a hurried inspection of the general condition of the 
army and of the wounded." 

Again, just previous to the capitulation of Vicksburg, that 
watchful Inspector reports to the Commission as follows :* 



* The following letters of thanks from officers serre to illustrate to our minda 
tlie spirit of thankfalness in which the Sanitary Commission's aid was received at 
the period of which we are now writing : 

•'HosprtAL 14th Drr., 18th A. C, ) 
'* Near Yicksburg; June 20» 1863. f 

*' De H. a. VTarkivkb, 

" Agent U. S. Sanitary Commissicm: 

'' Sir, — ^In behalf of more than four hundred wounded men treated in this hos- 
pital since the siege of Yicksburg, and aa many ride men postrated by exposure 
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" Uf the TaZOO, NBAB VlCKSBUKa, ) 

June 23d, 1863, J 
" Db. J. S. Nbwbbbet, 

. " Secretary Western Department TJ, S. Sanitary Commisflion, 
Louiaville : 

" My Dear Doctor, — I send herewith lists of wounded, sick, 
&c., obtained from several different hospitals in the field and at 
Milliken's Bend. The Nashville^ since the list from her was 
made out, has transferred to the transports nearly all her p'a- 



and fatigae, I hereby express tbeir thanks aod gratitude for the indispeosablo 
goods with which yoa have supplied them. When I have told them I have got 
from you iee, dried aud canoed fruits, lemons, spirits, shirts, drawers, slippers^ 
sheets, bsd ticks, etc., etc., to make them comfortable, some of them hare said 
' God bless the Commission I '—others would say ' good,' and others would use th* 
yery expressive phrase, 'bully I' I have been in the service nearly two years, 
and am glad to say, our sick were never so well cared for as now, and it Is one to, 
you to say, that we are indebted almost exclusively to the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion for the means of making them comfortable. I take the liberty of making 
these observations, because I have been employed by this hospital to procure of 
you these supplies. May God put it into the hearts of the friends of the soldiers 
to keep you well supplied. 

" Yours respectfully, 

" H. J. Eddy, 
" Chaplain 88d Ills. Infantry." 

"Field Hospifal, 8d Div., IYth A. C, ) 
' •'Rear of Vicksburg, June 16, 1863. J 

Da. Warrineh, 

U. S. dan. Com. Boat, Chickasaw Bayou, Miss. : 

Doctor, — Many, many thanks, we all send you and through you to the noble 
ladies of Ohio, God bless them! for the liberal supply of sheets, shirts, drawers, 
pillow-slips, comforts, fruits, and everything else you have so freely sent us. 
'Without these I know not what we should have done. 

" Crossing the Mississippi River as this whole army did, with transportation cat 
down as ours of necessity was, to just enough to carry rations and ammunition, the 
prospect was anything but a cheering one to the medical officer looking forward to 
the time when many of his charge must necessarily become sick from long and 
wearisome marches, and many more get wounded in battle. 

*'The battles of Thompson's Hill. Raymond, Jackson and Champion's Hill, more 
than exhausted the limited supplies of regimental surgeons, so that, had it not 
been for the Sanitary Commission, who met our victorious army as we arrived aft 
Haines' Bluff, the sufferings of our wounded at the siege of Vicksburg would have 
been far greater than they have been. The wounded have been cheered and madd 
contented, and many have been saved beyond all question. 

" I sincerely hope you have plenty of everything on hand still, for, if I do not 
mistake the sXg^ of the times, it will sot be long before you will again have ' 
heavy draughts made upon you. 

" Should you have occasion to visit the front, do not fail to call upon us and see 
lor yourself how much ^ood you have done. We think our hospital will compare 
favorably with any field hospital in the army. I am. Doctor, 

'* Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

''EdwAbp L. HitL, 
"Surgeon 20th O. Y. Infantry, in charge 8d Div. Field Hospital'* 
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tientfl. The Yan Bnren bospital has parted with a large nxun* 
ber of its patients. I am not able to give at the present writing 
the number remaining in either of these hospitals. The num- 
ber of sick in the field in the rear of Yicksbni^, including the 
wounded not yet removed, is a trifle less than 8,000. Not over 
one-third of these are grave cases. 

" The three corps * hospitals ' are now in operation and fairly 
furnished with the equipments, conveniences, and supplies ap* 
ropriate to general hospitals. There are besides eleven division 
ospitals — aU in good condition relatively. In fact, their con- 
dition in aU respects is unusually good for the field. Hegimen- 
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** MoPhsbson Hospital, 17th A. G. ) 
*' Department Tennessee, June 18tb, 1863. > 

"Db. WARBHrEE, 

Agt IT. S. San. Com. : 

" Dear Sir, — I have jast received six loads of Sanitary supplies for the sick and 
vonnded of this hospital They \rere mach needed and gratefully received. They 
supplied a want that could not otherwise have been met. 

** In behalf of the sick and wounded soldiers, allow me to present to the Com- 
mission their heart-felt thanks and high appreciation of their well directed efforte 
in this noble enterprise. Yours is a noble and patriotic calling. Many a family 
eircle will be made to rejoice and many a poor soldier will be indebted to the care 
and great labor bestowed on the army, by the Commission, for his life ! Many a 
prayer will be offered in years to come for blessings to descend upon those fu>w en- 
gaged in this good wotk. ' 

*' May Ood bless and prosper yon in your philanthropic enterpriee, and prosper 
the right, is the wish of those wnom you have bountifully supplied, 

''I am, very respectfully, your ob*d't servant, 

"Geo. R. Wkeks» 
** Surgeon U. V., in charge."* 

" SuBoiON*s OFnos, FiKLD Hospital, ) 
\ " 8d Div. 15th A. C, near Vicksburg, June 18tb, 1863. f 

* Da. WAHRnna, 

Agt IT. S. San. Com.: 

"You have enabled ns to fit up several hundred patients, out in the houseless 
woods, with many of the comforts and even luxuries of homBf when with only the 
allotments of Government procurable here, our hospital regimen of diet and ward* 
robe would indeed have been meagre. Permit me, for these, our gallant sufferers, to 
acknowledge the receipt, at your bands, of large supplies imbedding, clothinr 
vegetables, fruits, and a varietv of those relishable dainties so opportune to reflush 
the cheeks made wan by the tolls of this herculean campaign. 

'* I certainly believe that a number of lives have been saved in this hospital from 
the use of delicacies furnished by your Commission. 

"Such tokens as these serve to fix yet firmer in the Soldier's breast the jewels 
he has preserved from the halcyon days of the past — the grateful memories of 
loved ones far away. 

'* God bless the Sanitary Commission 1 • ♦ ♦ • » 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"Gko. L. Lucas, 47th Ills., 
" Surg. 8d Div., 15th A. C." 
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tal hospitals ore Sept up, but the severer ca^es are chi^% sent tg 
one of the other two classes. The three hospital transports con- 
tinue active in the removal of patients Northwards. 

* * * * * it ^ 

" The steamer City of Alton left with me eight half-barrels ale, 
two casks codfish (1,000 lbs. in all), one barrel butter, and 28 
Bacjj:s dried apples (130 lbs. to the sack) — all in excellent condi- 
tion, and very welcome. Since then 500 barrels of potatoes 
have arrived from Memphis, brought to that point from Cairo 
by the Dunleith. The cause that prevented the Dunleith from 
completing her trip has doubtless been explained to you. The 

Eotatoes arrived four days since. They are all issued to-day. 1 
ave given them freely to the troops in camp as well as hospitaly 
as I have done by previous lots since being here. It is impossi- 
ble to preserve large quantities of them lor hospital consumj)- 
tion exclusively, besides, their value to the well is incomputi- 
ble. No happier hit has been made by the generous North 
than the sending of a surplus of vegetables to this arpiy. They 
have done a vast amount of good, and elicited the liveliest ex- 
pressions of gratitude towara the numerous donors and the 
organization through whose instrumentality they were procured. 
The service rendered bjr the Sanitary Commission and Western 
Sanitary Commission smce the arrival of the army in its present 

Eosition, in assisting to supply hospitals with needed comforts, 
as been signally important and more than ordinarily appreci- 
ated. I enclose copies of a few of the letters I have received 
from the recipients of these bounties, acknowledging their value. 
It would be no ordinary pleasure to me to be able to convey to 
the givers of these good gifts even a glimpse of the radiantly 
grateful looks I encounter in the hospitals from day to day, from 
. those whom their gifts have blessed. A thousand times over I 
hear the expression, " I wonder if they know how much good 
they are doing." I wonder too. Unquestionably, the wide- 
spread labors of the Commission through its numerous branches 
and coadjutors were never so pervasively and thoroughly ap- 
preciated as now ; and this, it is not to be overlooked, is partly, 
perhaps largely, due to the proximate success of the efforts 
to combine and systematize these labors. I may be re- 
garded as an interested witness in this particular, but I cer- 
tainly have the best possible opportunity to see and judge of the 
relative value of tha two methods of distributing stores ; which 
may be designated the systematic and spasmodic. And I find 
it difficult to express my appreciation or the one, and my abhor-r 
rence of the other. Not an agent of the spasmodic class has 
been senl hither but has expressed to me spontaneously^ after 
tarrying a few days, and with some enthusiasm, his convictions 
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of^the superiority of Bystem. I spend no inore time arguing the 
question. I point to woit and results. They are patent and 
beginning to be known of all men. I must mention in this con- 
nection t£e highest official compliment I have hitherto received 
at the hands of the military authorities. It consists of 100 tons 
of Government ice turned over to me for distribution. I asked 
General Grant, a few days since, for a barge and towage for the 
same, pledging him that the Sanitary Oommission would load 
the barge with ice. He promptly acceded to my request. On 
returning to the landing I found the above cargo just arrived. 
Thinking perhaps that it would be unnecessary expense on the 
part of tne Commission to purchase more ice immediately, I did 
nothing further about it. Day before yesterday an order came 
putting the cargo into my hands. This, together with nearly or 
quite as large a quantity in the hands of the Purveyor, makes 
the present supply abundant. 

" Our issues nave been very large for the last month in all 
articles and items. We are now out of lemons, canned fruit, 
crackers, potatoes, pickles, crout, drawers and sheets. Nearly 
out of canned milt (24 cans on hand), running low in shirts, 
and, in fact, are growing deficient in all things save ice. But 
the effect for good has been commensurate with the activity of 
our issues. 

" Complaints of the misuse of stores grow less frequent and 
inore mythical. I make it a point to follow up every instance 
of it reported to me, and generally find accusation and accuser 
vanishing out of reach before the investigation is concluded. 
And where I find it otherwise, competent authority is prompt 
in arresting the evil. I am disposed to think that the amount 
of waste occurring in this manner is too unimportant to deserve 
jfarther consideration. 

" I have been occupied for the last week with such inspections 
as circumstances would permit of the troops engaged in the 
trenches. They are all clustered in the ravines and on the 
slopes of the hills descending /7'^>m the city. A portion of the 
line now rests on the very slopes crested by the rebel works. 
The air in the ravines is most of the time still, hot and stifling. 
They live half buried in the ground for protection against the 
missiles of the enemy. The springs on the slopes and toward 
the summits of the hills begin to flag, and the principal depend- 
ence is now upon the water in the bottoms of the ravines. 
This naturally' grows more and more impure from the drainage 
of extensive camping grounds, besides growing gradually less in 
quantity. In short, the surroundings of a large force thus situ- 
ated and occupied are decidedly unsanitary. No one expects 
this state of things to continue many days longer, however, and 
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as the regiments are successively relieved from time to time, no 
considerable mischief .has yet resulted from it. On the other 
hand, sickness is increasing slowly, especially, intermit- 
tent fever and its aUied ailments. This increase does not 
confine itself to troops in the trenches. It is doubtless in part 
but the consummation of effects that have been daily preparing 
from the commencement of the campaign. The excitement 
•which has held the entire army up to such a kev of resistance 
for these many weeks as to enable it to cope with both visible 
and invisible toes, is slightly on the decline. The men are sure 
of their prey. Nobody doubts for a moment the result. No one 
expresses discontent or discoaragement. Add to this the fact 
that an abnormal tension of brain and nerve must of necessity 
exhaust -itself at length, and one almost wonders that the keen 
edge held so long. Men obey orders now with a patient rather 
than exultant courage. An order to storm would change this 
suddenly enough, but meanwhile malaria and rather unwhole- 
some lodgings and unwholesome water (in many cases), are be- 
ginning to show their legitimate effects. I could not but notice 
that the men in the rifle pits and at work on the entrenchments 
wore a slightly jaded look, and were stimulated by their mo- 
mentous and perilous labors barely enough to exercise the neces- 
sary caution for thir own protection. All the points now worked 
by our forces are swept by the bullets of the enemy's sharp- 
shooters. Every step of our advance is along trenches and 
covered ways. Entire protection is of course impossible. I 
should judge (although it is partly guessing) that fifty men or 
60 are wounded daily. I went into the fort nearest the enemy's 
works. It is a trifie less than fifty yards distant. A hurricane 
of bullets swept over our heads incessantly, but no one at that 
time had been wounded there. The rebels are throwing shell 
much of the time from two mortars located so far behind their 
outer works as to baffle all attempts to dismantle or silence them. 
These shells do relatively little barm, as they appear to be thrown 
utterly at random. They fly for the most part completely over 
our line into the neighborhood of hospitals and headquarters. 
I have heard of but few casualties produced by them, and have 
witnessed but one. Hospitals that were annoyed by them have 
been removed to points of safety. 

" I have neglected in former communications to speak of the 
Soldiers' Lodge on the Sanitary wharf-boat. It is not to be 
overlooked, for it is doing some good in a small way. We have 
entertained in it since the 1st of May, 156 soldiers, giving an 
average of two days' entertainment to each. I have an excel- 
lent cook for it, and draw rations of the Government, supple- 
pienting them with stores of our own. 
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^^Send ample supplies of the following stores for coming 
emergencies : 

Canned milk, Concent'd beef, 

Dried fruit, Canned fipuit, 

Sour crout, Pickles, 

Ale, Bromine, 

Green tea, White sugar, 

Lemons, Potatoes, 

Drawers, Sheets, 

Shirts, Soda crackers. 

" I have witnessed the action of bromine in the hospital under 

Dr. Weeks' care, and am freshly impressed with its value. No 

one here except him has any supply of this article, and he has 

but little left. Gangrene and erysipelas are somewhat prevalent 

amongst the wounded still left in the field. Most of the cases 

left, as you are aware, are those that could not bear removal. 
«* « * * * * * 

"H. A. Wabeiner, 

" Inspector." 

On the 11th of July, the Inspector again writes : 



" I have received from an Indiana State boat, which arrived 
here on the ever memorable Fourth, 218 barrels, 45 boxes, 1 
sack hospital stores. The barrels contained potatoes, com meal, 
and dried apples. The boxes were not invoiced — contents va- 
rious. The corn meal proves more acceptable than I could have 
anticipated. Dried apples are always in order. I have also re- 
ceived from the Metropolitan Police of New York city, at I knaw 
not whose suggestion, 50 boxes of lemons. Forty- one of the boxes 
are in excellent order. No contribution could have been more / 
welcomed, or more happily timed. We were out of lemons, and 
had been for some days ; and it is unnecessary to speak of their 
value. In many and many an instance their value nas been that 
of a human life. Combined with ice, they make at this season 
an organic whole, worth — one may almost say — all other stores 
united. Ice we are out of. A barge load of it has just arrived, 
claimed as private property. It is already retailing at ten cents 
a pound. It is the only ice now in port. 

" We are now out of the following articles, in addition to those 
already named : Canned fruit, canned milk, potatoes, soda crack- 
ers, ale, wines, com starch, codfish, pickles of dl kinds, butter, 
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dried beef, e^s, cheese, cinnamon, pepper, allBpice, all kinds of 
liquoi*s ; all articles of first rate value a^d in constant demand. 
We are also out of sheets, drawers and slippers, also in constant 
demand. A supply of sheets has accmnulated at Memphis, and 
will be here in a few days, making enough probably for current 
use. All other articles except those named as lately received, 
are running rapidly low. No doubt, however, replenishments 
will arrive Defore you receive this." 

Abtmdant supplies continued to be sent forward every week, 
yet there never was a surplus of the staple articles of " Sanitary 
stores. The Burdeithy and the Alice Dean^ were exclusively 
employed as Sanitary steamers.* Ice was sent down the riverg 
in barges by the hundred tons, and the Sanitary d6p6ts at Vicks- 
bnrg, Helena, Young's Point, Memphis, and Cairo, were kept in 
full operation as places of distribution of every variety of " sani- 
tary stores," as well aA deposits for accumulation. 

Dr. Newberry thus summed up the amount of " Sanitary 
stores" distributed in his department during the first five 
months of the year, (1863) : 

"Total number of packages to General Grant's Army, llj926. 

" Since the battle of Murfreesboro, the shipments to the Army 
of the Cumberland have been by rail and steamer 8,300 pa«k-^ 
ages. Of these, 3,000 were barrels of vegetables, sent during 
the month of May. 

"To the preceding sums should be added the stores sent to 
Western Virginia, £astern Kentucky, to Bowling-green, Glas- 
gow, Paducah, and Leavenworth, Itansas, altogether forming an 
aggregate of about 500 cases. 



* " Attract of shipments of sanitary stores to the army of the Department of 
the Tennessee (Qen. Grant's), since January 1st, 1863 : 

Pkgs. 

"By Sanitary steamer Dunleiik, 8 trips 9,560 

By steamer 5ir William Wallace 1,402 

" Lebanon 1,100 

•« Alice i>«an and others 1,6'?6 

" Jacob Strader 1,026 

" ^^/an^tc, from Kew Albany • 19 

''MftkingatotalfromJantiarylBt, to July 1st, 1863 14,783 
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" Combining all these figures, we have a total of 20,726 pack- 
ages sanitary stores, distributed by the U. S. Sauitary Com- 
mittee in the Western Department, since January 1st. These 
packages will average at least a barrel's bulk each, and we shall 
give hereafter a tabular statement of their contents." 

Dr. Newberry, the Western Secretary states that — 

" Inmiediately on receipt of the first news the heroic achiev- 
ements of General Grant and his noble compatriots, the various 
branches of the Sanitary Commission sent forward large sup- 
plies of stores for the relief of the sick and wounded. 

" Pittsburg, whose Commission has from the hour of its estab- 
lishment, acted with great energy, forwarded five hundred 
barrels of potatoes, and many other choice stores, stimulants, 
&c. 

" Cleveland, the presence of whose noble Aid Society has been 
felt through its generous contributions, as a benediction, on 
almost every field of suffering since the war began, sent four 
hundred packages, — and Buffalo showed her earnest and pa- 
triotic spirit in a very timely donation. 

" The Cincinnati Branch fitted out k fine steamer, the Alice 
Dearij with seven hundred packages and a full corps of surgeons 
and nurses. 

" The New Albany Branch sent a liberal supply by the steamer 
Atlantic. 

." Davenport, Iowa, Quincy and Alton, Illinois, vied with each 
" other in loading the Sanitary steamer Durdeith^ which at that 
time was on the Upper Mississippi, having gone there to obtain 
a cargo of stores. 

" At Louisville, a public meeting was held under the auspices 
of the Kentucky Branch, and six thousand dollars were con- 
tributed by the citizens. The Governor of the State, through 
an admirable representative, J. T. Temple, Esq., paid a beautiful 
tribute to the U. S. Sanitary Commission, and expressed his 
desire and purpose to make it the medium of conveying the 
State's contribution to the brave soldiers of the Union, The 
Jacob Strader^ the largest and finest boat on the river, was char- 
tered by Dr. Newberry, and most generously loaded with ice, 
vegetables, fruits, garments, and other things adapted to pro- 
mote the welfare of the sick and wounded. Dr. Andrew is in 
charge of her, assisted by fifteen surgeons. 

" The Chicago Branch . acted with its usual promptness, and 

had a large contribution ready for the Strader on her arrival at 

Cairo." 

«« # « « « « « 
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The total amount of "sanitary stores/' whiclithe Commission 
disbursed at Vicksburg, and in its immediate vicinity, during 
the months of May and June, was classified by Dr. Newberry, as 
follows : 



Groceries 1,882 pounds. 

Wines and liquorsl ,979 bottles. 

Butter. 3,657 pounds. 

Apple butter 30 gallons. 

Eggs. 2,401 dozens. 

Pickles 2,376 gallons. 

Molasses 85 gallons. 

Sour crout 1,532 gallons. 

Potatoes. ....... 5,762 bushels. 

Ale and cider .... 1 ,031 gallons. 

Ice 27,367 pounds. 

Crackers 6,898 pounds. 

Codfish 6,777 pounds. 

Corn meal 2,485 pounds. 

Tea 532 pounds. 

Eelishes 301 bottles. 

Lemons 13,200 

Hosp'l furniture . 1,747 articles. 

Fans 2,347 

Crutches 66 pairs. 

Cots and matt'ses.. 199 



Spices 2,006 papers. 

Comforts 1,504 

Pillows... 2,220 

Sheets ,..1,840 

Drawers 5,376 pairs. 

Towels, &c., 7,484 

Farina, &c. 266 pounds. 

Sago, &c 1,044 pounds. 

Bed sacks 758 

Pillow cases 2,830 

Shirts 7,909 

Dressing goods.. 422 

Socks 2,453 pairs. 

Slippers 1,190 pairs. 

Corn starch 276 pounds. 

Cloths and band'gs 60 barrels. 

Fruit cans 6,114 

Concent'd b'f cans. 771 

Dried fruit 16,430 pounds. 

Dried beef 888 pounds. 

Cond'sd milk cans 6,631 



These suppli^ were distributed to the regiments of fifteen 
States, and " all the field and post hospitals, all the hospital 
boats, and many of the boats of the navy, have been recipients 
of these benefactions. Here, as heretofore, the question was 
never asked whether the State represented by the applicant con- 
tributed to the stores of the Commission: they were given 
freely wherever they were needed."* 



* DlSBORSBHENTS PROH TBI YlOKSBUEa BSPOT OF SaNITABT COMMISSION DUBINO 
THE MONTHS OF JuLT AND AUGUST, 1868: 

OomfortB 925|Sheet8 7,189 . 

Bed sacks 363 Drawers^ pairs ».... 4,356 



Pillows 2.137 

PUlow cases 3,681 



Socks, 



,1,766 
. 8U 
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The momentons results of the campaigns in the Great Yalley 
during the year 1863, the perils to which the Federal forces 
were continually exposed, and the practical bearings which the 
Commission's work has had upon the work achieved by those 
forces, have imperisliably associated the history of that work, 
and the people's sympathy and aid, with the history, valor, and 
prowess of those annies. Such physical endurance and heroism 
as they are exhibiting is one of the dinect results of high health 
and improved sanitary care. We shall. again recur to the sani- 
tary service in this field, after we have brought up the narrative 
of similar work in other fields during the year 1863. 

With the transports that conveyed the forces of Major-General 
Banks' E:^pedition to the Department of the Gulf, the Sanitary 
Commissoin sent Inspectors and Eelief Agents w;ith many thou- 
sand dollars worth of " sanitary stores ;" and subsequently, during 
the spring and summer, frequent and large shipments of supplies 



Dressing gowns 824 

Towels and handkerchiefs 6,'746 

Farina and Arrowroot, lbs. . . , . . ..1,859 

Sago and Pearl Barley 978 

Fans 2,368 

Oaions, bushels 150 

Corn starch, lbs 647 

Wines and Spirits, bottles 864 

Ale and cider, gallons 2,108 

Oorn meal, lbs 14,666 

Lemons 12,300 

Mosquito bars , 126 

Hospital furniture, articles 416 

Cans,' Fruit * 2.21 6 

Conc*d beef, lbs 3,756 

" milk, ** 4,661 

Crackers, lbs , .19,619 

" eta 



Dried beef, lbs 608 

Tea. lbs 1,045 

Sugar, lbs 4,455 

Dried Fruit, lbs 28.972 

Codfishjlbs 6,816 

Butter, lbs 2,282 

Other groceries, lbs 478 

Eggs, dozen 75 

Potatoes, bushels 1,834 

Relishes, bottles f, 861 

Rags and bandages, pkgs 783 

Pickles and krout, gallons 3,033 

Mustard, lbs 118 

Spices, papers ^ 684 

L. syrup, bottles 965 

Ice, lbs 20,000 

P. cushions. 231 

etc." 



'^The above articles were distributed as follows: To 17 Brigade, Division and 
Corps Hospitals; to 7 Post and General Hospitals; 2 Hospital Steamers; 25 ves- 
sels River Fleet; to the Pioneer and Signal Corps; to the Soldier's Home and 
Christian Commission; and to regiments from the following States: Illinois. 35 
regiments; Ohio, 23; lowa^ 20; Missouri, 15; Indiana, 15; Wisconsin, 10; Ken- 
tucky, 7; Mississippi, 7 ; Michigan, 5; Minnesota, 4; U. S. Regulars, 4 ; New 
Hampshire, 2 ; Virginia, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Maine, and Kansas, each 1 
regiment, besidM deUchments, dec" — \^^n\tary BeporUr, Kor. Ut, 186S. 
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were sent to New Orleans ;* and before Hxe end of the year, the 
Commission had established in that city all those systematic 
methods of general and special relief, and sanitary service, which 
have been brought into snch complete operation at Washington 
and Louisville. 

The records of the Commission's work in the Departnlent oi 
the Gulf are yet unpublished, but we are informed of the pres- 
ence and good service of the Inspectors and Relief Agents, and 
" sanitary stores," wherever the forces of that Department have 
moved. Whether along the river coi^es, the Teche, and the 
bayous of the Attakapas and the Eed River districts, or set 
down to the relentless siege of Port Hudson, the Qommission's 
agencies and " sanitary stores " were always at hand. And 
during the autumn the means of sanitary aid and special relief 
were so enlarged as to be adequate to every demand. Some 
account of the work in that Department will be given in sub- 
sequent pages. 

With each expeditionary force that has been sent to the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, and to diflferent regions of the Atlantic coast, 
the Sanitary Commission sent forward with the fleet of trans- 
ports a corps of Inspectors and Belief Agents, with ample in- 
voices of " sanitary stores." The first experiments in this way 
were made in connection with the great expeditions of General 
Bumside, General Butler, and General Sherman, in 1862 ; the 
results were of the most gratifying character, and similar 
results have followed all such expeditionary relief work since 
that period. And although it has thus far been an unnoticed 
and unpublished part of sanitary work, no branch of the Com- 

* The Sanitary Commission purchased and sent forward with the first transports 
of the expedition various supplies to the value of |11,160. Among these were — 
flannel goods, $6,477 96; beef juice, $1,000 ; lemonade, concentrated, $250 ; wines 
and stimulants, $373 68; chooolate, $160 ; groceries, $690; medicines, instruments, 
and vaccine, $95 ; water beds, $86. The Woman's Central Association at the same 
time sent 110 packages, containing 15,854 articles. 
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mission's aid has exceeded it in practical importance. But we 

must omit in this place the details of sanitary aid to particular 
expeditions. We proceed to notice the prpgress of the Commis- 
sion's work in the several campaigns of 1863. These we must 
consider separately, for the movements of the several annics 
were distinct, and, in this third year of the war, the plans and 
service of the Sanitary Comnaission had become so methodized, 
and comparatively independent, in each of the armies, and in 
each campaign, that we can best continue our examination of 
the work by following the course of the several campaigns. 



Sanitary Work in the Army of the Potomac during the year 
1863. — Though the forces in the East have enjoyed the peculiar 
advantages of nearer observation from the Bureaux of the War 
Department, and, especially, of convenient bases of supply, there 
have been during the year 1863, many demands for such services 
as the Commission has been accustomed to render in that army. 
A watchful public bears testimony to the faithiMness with 
which the sanitary wants in the camps and hospitals here have 
been studied and supplied. The Army of the Potomac has 
always appeared to receive a full share of the Commission's 
attention ; and until the " Sanita/ry Reporter ^^ and the " Com- 
mission BvUetin^^ — the bi-weekly organs of its chief oflSices — 
appeared, recently, there was a prevalent erroneous impression 
that the Sanitary Conmiission's labors and disbursements were 
being mainly expended upon the armies in the East. But, as 
we have already endeavored to present the true features and 
proportions of the sanitary work in the West and South, the 
reader will hold us innocent of any such invidious comparison. 
The work is catholic ;' it is Federal ^ rnd any person who will 
attentively study its methods, its spirit, and the records of its 
progress, will confess that its limitations or wants, in any field, 
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appear to have been the Fesnlt of stem necessities or absolute 
impossibilities. 

The Army of the Potomac, after its terrible and fruitless con- 
flict to gain the heights of Fredericksburgh, planted itself for a 
long winter upon the hill-sides about Falmoutli, and, under ex- 
cellent administration of its Medical and Commissariat Depart- 
ments, was kept in high health until late in spring, when it 
marched forth to another most fearful battle with its old enemy, 
at Chancellorsville. What share the Sanitary Commission had 
in the care and the supplementary supply for our 25,000 
wounded men of the two great battles upon the Rappahannock 
need not here be dwelt upon in its details. The following facts 
show what kind of service the Commission undertook, and with 
what success its work was pursued in that army during the 
winter and spring of 1863. 

Two Sanitary Inspectors and a Corps of Relief Agents were 
on duty in that army when General Bumside moved against 
Fredericksburg. The Elizabeth,^ a capacious sanitary supply 
steamer, of Peninsula fame, was lying in Acquia Creek, at the 
railway terminus, with its usual cargo of assorted '^sanitary 
stores " and battle-field supplies. Immediately the Inspector in 
charge ordered forward the requisite supplies to the field, and 
opened a d6p6t near the Phillips House, opposite the scene of 
action. The Sanitary Relief Corps was largely reinforced from 
Washington, and the whole business of supplementary aid was 
eflectually systematized. Upon that occasion the organization 
and working of the Medical Department were more perfect than 
had been witnessed upon any previous battle-field ; yet the Com- 
mission had abundant opportunities for its peculiar work. The 
following extracts from an official report of relief work on that 
occasion, give a good idea of the manner in which it was per- 
formed by the Commission's agents : 

10 
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»««««» c<^ propeller was chartered, laden with 
stores, and with a special relief party, consisting of Dr. H. G. 
Clark, Dr. S. C. Foster, Dr. Swalm, Dr. Homiston, Mr. Elliott, 
Mr. Abbott, and Mr. Walter, all connected with the Commis- 
sion, and, with Rev. Mr. Channing, Mr. Paige, Mr. Hall, and 
Mr. Webster, volunteers, I started at evening for the front. The 
regular fcrce of the Commission stationed with the Army of the 
Potomac at the time of the battle, consisted of Drs. Andrew and 
Smith, Inspectors of the Commission, with Messrs. Haywood, 
Peverly, and Clampitt, relief agents ; Dr. Smith having accom- 

Janied it in its march from Harper's Ferry and Warrenton 
unction, and Dr. Andrew, the senior Inspector on the Atlantic 
Coast, being in general charge. Our floating dep6t, the pro- 
peller Elizabeth^ with an efficient crew and well provided with 
stores, was at the Acquia landing when the battle commenced. 

" The regular party had been reinforced previous to our ar- 
rival by our Inspector, Dr. Brink, Mr. H. H. Fumess, Mr. W. 
S. Wood, and Mr. Peck. Mr. W. H. Fumess and Mjp. Lamb- 
din joined us two days after. 

" As soon as the movement for the crossing of the riv^ was 
made. Dr. Andrew, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Clampitt proceeded to 
the front from Acquia, visited the field hospitals on the Fal- 
mouth side of the nver, which had been organized in anticipa- 
tion of a battle, and distributed several wagon loads of stores. 

*' After our forces had gained possession of the city, by the 
successful crossing of the nver on the 11th, these hospitals were 
abandoned and others established in the churches and dwelling- 
houses of the town, being nearer to the scene of the expected 
contest. This came on the 13th, and to these hastily prepared 
hospitals the wounded of that day's fight were removed. On 
the following Monday these buildings were, in turn, vacated, 
and the wounded removed to the former field-hospitals on the 
Falmouth side of the river. 

* ' * * * « * * 

" The scene at our field station wa» a busy one. Conld the 
contributors to the stores and the treasury of the Commission 
have heard the fervent expressions of grateful relief; could they 
have seen the comfort which their bounty afibrded our brave 
wounded; could they realize by actual intercourse with the 
wounded, the suffering from, for instance, cold alleviated by the 
abundant supply of blankets which their bounty had provided ; 
could they have observed the change produced when the soiled 
and bloody garments were replaced by clean and warm clothing 
which they had sent, they would be eager to replenish our store- 
houses and keep our hands filled with the means to accomplish 
these purposes. 
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" Early Tuesday morning, the rain subsided, the sun appeared,, 
and the weather became clear and cold. The wounded werei 
for the most part placed in hospital tents, upon a plentiful sup- 
ply of hay. Blankets had to repair the absence of stoves, whicli^ 
by some singular mistake, had arrived in a condition not to be 
used, the necessary stove-pipe not being included in the ship- 
ment. The supply in the hands of the jPurveyor soon became 
exhausted from the unusual demands made upon him on account 
of the severity of the weather. Fortunately we were enabled to 
supplement his stores, and to answer his calls upon us from the 
reserve of 1,800 blankets, and over 900 quilts which we had< 
sent forward. Many of the$e were employed in covering the 
wounded during the period of their transportation by car an 
steamboat from the neld hospitals to the general hospitals at 
Washington. 

" It is with a deep feeling of gratitude that I have also to re- 
port that the last sad office could be paid to the dead, with an 
approach to the ceremonies of civil life, through the storea 
placed by us at the disposal of the surgeons of the nospitals. 

" The comfort of the wounded, and the result of the treatment 
of their wounds, were materially affected by the change of cloth- 
ing provided by us. We had been able to set up to our field- 
Btation 5,642 woolen shirts, 4,439 pairs woolen drawers, 4,269 
pairs socks, and over 2,500 towels, among other articles. These 
were liberally distributed wherever the surgeons of hospitals 
indicated that there was a need. Certain articles of hospital 
furniture of which there was a comparatively greater want than 
of anything else, were freely obtained by all surgeons at our 
station. * * « * 

" In order to meet whatever demands may arise for the proper 
sustenance of the wounded while on this trying journey, Mr. 
Knapp, our special relief agent, was despatched n*om Washing- 
ton to Acquia Creek to provide suitable accommodations for fur- 
nishing food or shelter at that point. A kitchen was impro- 
vised upon the landing, and the lirst night meals were provided 
for 600 wounded brought down by the cars. Mr. Knapp was 
cordially assisted in this humane work by several members of 
the Christian Commission who were present at that place. 
Through the cordial co-operation of the Quartermaster of the 
Port, Mr. Knapp had a building erected adjoining our portable 
storehouse, which affords shelter and a good bed to nearly 100 
every night." 

So complete had the organization of the Army of the Potomac 
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become, that disaster failed to demoralize its ranks, and dtmng 
ibe long winter which that army spent on the rolling uplands 
between the Bappahannock and Acquia Creek, the men main- 
tained a high state of health, while being near the great base of 
snpplies at Washington, and also favored with excellent med- 
ical care, the demands upon the Commission's relief depots were 
less than in other departments of the army. Still there were 
great opportunities for the Commission's aid. For example, not 
long subsequently to the battle of Fredericksburg there was an 
urgent demand for woolen socks, which the Quartermasters could 
not at the time meet, whereupon the Commission furnished five 
thousand (5,000) pairs from the principal Sanitary depot at 
Acquia Landing; these, in due time, were replaced by an 
equal amount of the same class of goods from the Quarter- 
master's Department. The Lodge and central oifice of relief for 
that army, at Acquia, were also of vast benefit to the thousands 
of invalids who at that point were transhipped to the steam- 
boats ; and during the four months of its continuance there it 
furnished lodgings to nearly foiM^ thouaa/nd persons, while im- 
mense numbers were fed and otherwise attended or aided while 
m tro/nsitu from the field to Washington steamboats. 

The battle of Chancellorsville, and the military movements 
that followed, soon compelled the transfer of aU the sick and 
wounded from the vicinity of the Rappahannoek to Washing- 
ton. This imposed some arduous duties upon the Commission's 
Belief Agents at Acquia Landing and at Washington ; and 
at one of the wharves in that city those agents fed and other- 
wise aided, in the course of three days and nights, 8,000 of the 
aick and wounded, as they were landed fiom the steamboats. 

General Hooker having started in his pursuit of the Rebel 
forces that were marching to invade Pennsylvania, his rapid 
movement, and the prospect of a terrible collision of the two 
armies upon the borders of Maryland and Pennsylvania, made 
it necessstry for the Sanitary Commission to anticipate the 
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wants of the prospective battle at several points along the route 
which our forces were occupying, or hoping to occupy. Large 
supplies of " sanitary stores " were speedily dispatched with 
trusty agents to Harrisburg, Baltimore, and Frederick City ; 
and, while the ordinary staff of the Commission hastened for- 
ward with our forpes, and kept up the " flying depots " along 
the right flank of the moving columns, wagon loads of supplies 
were dispatched to the Jtroops that had gathered at Harper's 
Ferry, but the man in charge of that service was captured with 
his wagon and horses, and was detained in Richmond prison 
until the subsequent month of February. The " sanitary stores ^ 
at Frederick and at Westminster, in Maryland, found timely 
use, and as soon as our forces had reached the latter place, the 
Commission sent forward its " battle-field stores " by the caiv 
load daily, imtil direct communication by railroad had been 
opened to Gettysburg from Hanover Junction. But pre- 
viously to this, and while hurrying forward with a Belief Agent 
and a load of battle-field relief stores. Dr. McDonald, the senior 
Inspector, was captured, with his personal staff and the goodSp 
by a company of Stuart's cavalry, near Mechanicstown, and was 
detained in Libby Prison until late in September. 

Other Inspectors and Belief Agents reached the field at a 
later hour, but the loss of Valuable men and supplies was severely 
felt. Soon, however, the Commission's usual battle-field system 
of relief was in fall operation. What that system, and the ear- 
nest men and discreet women that worked on that field, accom- 
plished in bringing timely succor to the woimded, we would, if 
space allowed, record in these pages. But such work, like the 
patient and unheralded toil and excellent skill of the army Sur* 
geons in the i&dd hospitals after battle, must go mainly un- 
recorded, except in the hearts and memories of the thousands ot 
bleeding and helpless sufferers who were the immediate recipients 
of such mercy and such skillful care. 
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A woman's brief narrative of 8uch*work aa women did and 
lielped in doing, in " Three Weeks aJb Getty^rg^^"^ also a re- 
port (Document No. 66), published by the Commission, give 
«ome idea of the relief and aid rendered by the Sanitary Com- 
mission upon that memorable field. We quote the following 
passages: 

" When the enemy was known to have crossed the Potomac 
in force, responsible and experienced oficers of the Commission 
were stationed at Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 



* The following paragraphs from a woman's itory of the Relief work at Gettya- 
t)Qrg, show how a/eto chosen women in field-hospitals, and all women at home, are 
constantly aiding the Sanitary Commission and the soldier : 

• ••••••• 

♦ ♦ ♦ • " The railroad bridge broken np by the enemy. Govern- 
ment had not*rebailt as yet, and we stopped two miles from the town, to find that, 
as usual, just where the Government had left off the Commission bad come in. 
There stood their temporary lodge and kitchen, and here hobbling out of their 
tents came the wounded men who had made their way down from the Corps hos- 
pital, expecting to leave at once in the return cars. 

" This is the way the thing was managed at first ; The surgeons left in care of 
the wounded three or four miles out from the town, went up and down among the 
men in the morning, and said, * Any of you boys who can make your way to the 
ears, can go to Baltimore.' So off start all who think they feel well enough, any* 
thing being better than the ' hospitals,' so called, for the first few days after a bat 
tie. Once the men have the surgeons* permission to go, they are off; and there 
may be an interval of a day, or two days, should any of them be too weak to reach 
the train in time, during which these poor fellows belong to no one, the hospital 
«t one end, the railroad at the other, with far more than chance of falling through 
between the two. The Sanitary Commission knew this would be so of necessity, 
and coming in, made a connecting link between these two ends. 

" For ^he first few days, the worst cases only came down in ambulances from 
the hospitals : hundreds of fellows hobbled along as best they could, in heat and 
dust, for hours, slowly toiling) and many hired farmers' wagons, as hard as the 
farmers' fists themselves, and were jolted down to the railroad, at three or four 
dollars the man. Think of the disappointment of a soldier, sick, body and heart, 
to find, at the end of this miserable journey, that his effort to get away, into which 
he had put all his remaining; stock of strength, was useless ; that * the cars had 

gone.' or *the cars were full ;' that while he was coming, others had stepped down 
efore him, and that he must return all the wearyMs^ay back again, or sleep on the 
roadside till the next train * to-morrow !' Think what this toould have been, and you 
«re ready to appreciate the relief and comfort that vtat No men were turned 
back. You fed and you sheltered them just when no one else could have done so ; 
ftnd ont of the boxes and barrels of goodf and nourishing things, which you people 
at home have supplied, we took all that was needed. Some of you sent a stove 
(that is, the money to get it), some of you the beef stock, some of you the milk and 
fresh bread ; and all of you would have been thankful that you had done so, could 
you have seen the refreshment and comfort received through these things.'* 
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Frederick, and a systematic daily communication was established 
between the agents moving with the different columns of the 
army and the central office of the Commission. Supplies were 
accumulated and held ready for movement at different points on 
the circumference of the seat of war, and care was taken to have 
ample reserves at the branch offices ready for shipment. With 
the first news of the battle of Gettysburg, Westminster, the 
nearest point of railroad communication to the battle-field, was 
fixed upon as the point of approach, and authority to run a car 
daily with the government trains to that station was obtained. 

"Two wa^on-loads of battle-field supplies had been distribu- 
ted to meet deficiences in the stores of the surgeons, shortly be- 
fore the battle commenced. These wagons returned to Fred- 
erick for loads, and two others, fully loaded, arrived from Fred- 
erick at the moment of the assault of Longstreet upon the left 
wing of the loyal army, and were driven under fire to reach the 
collections of woundea in its rear. As one of them came to a 
point where several hundred sufferers had been taken from the 
ambulances and laid upon the ground behind a barn and in an 
orchard, less than a thousand vards in the rear of our line of 
battle, on the left wing, then fiercely engaged, a surgeon was 
seen to throw up his arms, exclaiming, ' Here is the Sanitary 
Commission, now we shall be able to do something.' He had 
exhausted nearly all of his supplies ; and the brandy, beef soup, 
sponges, chloroform, lint and bandages, which were at ^nce 
furnished him, were undoubtedly the means of saving many 
lives." 
« * at « * « 4f.« 

" Supplies having however, arrived at Westminster, before the 
close of the hoMle^ a school-house centrally situated among the 
corps nospitals, was taken bs a field depot, to which they were 
as rapidly as possible brought by the three remaining wagons 
then on the ground, and from which they were rapidly distribu- 
ted where most needed. Eleven wagon-loads of special sup- 
plies were here distributed to the corps hospitals and to scatter- 
ing groups of wounded found in the field, before any supplies 
arrived by railroad. Additional means of transportation were 
at length procured from the country people, of whom also some 
stores were obtained, and a station was opened in the town of 
Gettysburg. On the 6th, the branch railroad to Gettysburg, 
whicn had been broken up by the enemy, was so far repaired as 
to allow a train to approach within a mile of the town. By 
the first train which came over it after the battle, two car-loads 
of most valuable goods were sent by the Commission, and two 
or more went by each succeeding train for a week. • The 
wounded now began to be brought from the field to the railroad 
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for removal to fixed hospitals elsewhere. As they arrived much 
faster than they could be taken away, they were laid on the 
ground exposea to the rain, or to the direct rays of the July 
sun, without food. This having been anticipated and provided 
for by the Commission's agents, in Baltimore, on the second day 
the Commission had a complete relief station, on a large scale, 
in operation, at the temporary terminus of the railroad. It con- 
sisted of several tents and awnings, with a kitchen and other 
conveniences. 

" In the meantime, the movements of the army and the pros- 
pects of another great battle on the Potomac, demanded the 
attention of the Commission. Six new wagons, with horses, 
were procured in Baltimore and Washington, and sent to Fred- 
erick, to which point also supplies were forwarded by rail, and 
thence transferred by wagons to Boonsboro, where a house was 
taken and a depot established on the same day that it was oc- 
cupied by General Meade. A house for a d6p6t was also se- 
cured at Hagerstown as soon as the enemy retired from it. 
Supplies were at the same time sent by rail down the Cumber- 
land Valley, with wagons and horses for their further carriage, 
procured in Philadelphia." 



The Relief agents who accompanied the moving colmnns to 
the field at Gettsyburg, reported their first labors as follows: 

" Wednesday morning, July 1, and first day of the battle, we 
were informed, while at General Meade's headquarters, by an 
orderly just arrived from this place (Gettysburg), than an at- 
tack and a battle were expected here that day, as the cavalry 
with the Jst and 11th corps had already reached this place. 1 
left Mr. Hoag and our wagons in the train of headquarters 
(to which they had been transfeiTed from that of the 12th army 
corps), and rode to Littlestown, Pa., thence to this place, arriv- 
ing at ^ Cemetery Hill,' where a portion of our batteries were 
situated." 
« * * » » »•» « 

"All was quiet until four o*clockP. M., Thursday, when a 
heavy firing commenced on our left, where the ' rebs ^ were try- 
ing a flank movement. As soon as the wounded began to come 
in, I started out with the wagons to distribute the stores. We 
reached five different hospitals, which were all we were able to 
find that night, and early in the morning three others, which 
exhausted our stores. We were just in time to do the most 
good possible, as the government wagons had been sent back 
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ten miles, and many of the hospitals were not snpplied with 
material sufficient for immediate use. (The hospitals supplied 
were division hospitals of the 1st, 2d, 3d, /5th, 11th and 12th 
corps.) 

' " On telling the surgeons that I was on hand with sanitary 
stores^ I was almost invariably greeted with expressions like 
the following, ^ You could never have come at a. better time,' 
and once on mentioning sanitary stores, I received two hearty 
welcome slaps on the shoulder, one from the medical director of 
the corps, j^nd the other the surgeon of the division. 

" Most of the wounded of this day's fight were carried into 
the churches and public buildings of the town, under the or- 
ganization of the first and cavalry corps, and were prisoners at 
the close of the day. 

" The 3d and l<ith corps arrived during the afternoon, but too 
late to enter into battle. 

^' Thursday, July 2d, and second day of the battle. The 2d 
corps arrived by the Taneytown road, below Cemetery Hill, at 
daybreak. The 5th corps arrived two miles from town, on 
the Baltimore Pike about ten A. M. One division of the 6th 
corps on the same Pike from Westminster, at two P. M. 

" The battle opened about 4 P. M. Found our wagons early 
in the afternoon. As soon as the surgeons had decided upon 
the different points where the Corps Hospitals were to be 
formed, Mr. Hoag moved the wagons to them at once, and com- 
menced to issue our stores, which consisted chiefly of concen- 
trated beef soup, stimulants, crackers, condensed milk, concen- 
trated coffee, corn-starch, farina, shirts, drawers, stockings, 
towels, blankets, quilts, bandages and lint. We hastened from 
one hospital to another, as rapidly as possible, issuing to each a 
proportion of our stores, until the supply was nearly exhausted, 
when, upon consultation, it was decideded that I should start 
for the nearest point which a telegram could be sent to Wash- 
ington, ordering up more suppHes.^' 

"A car arrived at Westminster, Saturday, July 4, when Mr. 
Hovey procured three Government wagons, and that evening 
started with three full loads of stores, arriving early next morn- 
ing (Sunday) at the 1st, 2d and 3d Corps Hospitals. By your 
orders, I left Washington by the 11 A. M. train, July 4, arriv- 
ing at Eelay in time for the 2 P. M. train for Westminster. 
Owing to a misunderstanding between the two conductors on the 
road, the trains waited for each other at either end of the road 
BO that we did not get started from the Relay until 8 o'clock, 
Sunday morning, arriving at Westminster at 10 A. M., where I 
found Mr. Bacon in charge of the remainder of the car-load of ^ 
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stores. About noon our four-mule team came in from Fred- 
erick, in charge of Mr. Gall. It was immediately loaded, and 
early in the morning I left with it, in company of Mr. Grail, Mr. 
Bacon still remaining in charge at Westminster. 

" A school-house was taken on the Baltimore pike, near the 
different Corps Hospitals, and about three miles out. from Get- 
tysburg, and from it our stores were thereafter issued, until the 
opening of the railroad permitted our rekching the field by that 
route, when, on Tuesday morning, July 7, a storehouse was 
taken in town, and the school-house closed. 

" In the meantime, Mr. Hoag had been to Fredericlc with the 
two wagons, and had returned with full loads to the school- 
house, where the stores brought by him were issued. 

" Mr. Hovey, after delivering his loads to the three Corps 
Hospitals, returned to Westminster and took three more loads, 
and Mr. Gall made a second trip with the four-mule team, 
which took the remainder of the first car-load sent from Wash- 
ington." 

Rev. Dr. Bellows, the President of the Commission; Mr. 
Olmsted, the General Secretary, with other members of the 
Commission, repaired to Gettysburg, and to such points upon 
the routes connected with the field, as would best enable them 
to aid the work of sanitary relief. Dr. Agnew, aided by one of 
the associate secretaries, organized the Commission's work in 
Gettysburg and the field hospitals, the Chief Inspector, Dr. Mc- 
Donald, who had previously been charged with that duty, 
having been captured when hastening to the battle-ground, as 
has already been mentioned ; and notwithstanding the delays in 
railway connections and transportation, and the interference of 
the enemy with valuable stores and assistants, -a very complete 
system of succor was soon in fiill operation. The following 
account, from Dr. Douglas, the associate secretary, mentioned 
above, shpws how the work went on : 

« 4f « -ie « » « "The 

temporary terminus of the railway was then over a mile from 
the town, and to this terminus crowds of slightly wounded men 
came, limping, dragging themselves along, silent, weary, worn. 
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The moment the cars stopped, the crowd of weary and wounded 
soldiers accumulated there, indicated that point as a place for a 
Relief Lodge. I immediately had two of our largest tents, 
together capable of sheltering seventy-five men, pitted, stoves 
erected, and a lodge establiSied. The wise foresight of Mr. 
Enapp had included these articles among the first invoice. 
The two Germans, whose names I have unfortunately lost, 
volunteered as cooks, h That night our tents were full, and we 
had the great satisfaction of not only affording shelter and 
attention to the wounded, but also supplying good nutritious 
food to those within our tents, and those who had taken refuge on 
the cars." 

"Another room, on Baltimore street, was, by permission, 
taken. The latter place, the store of Messrs. Fahiiestock & Co. 
— ^the largest in the town — became the centre of the busiest 
scene which I have ever witnessed in connection with the Com- 
mission. Car load after car-load of supplies were brought to this 
place, till shelves and coimter and floor up to the ceiling were 
filled, till there was barely a passage-way between the piles of 
boxes and barrels, till the sidewalk was monopolized, and even 
the street encroached upon. These supplies were the outpour- 
ings of a grateful .people. This abundant overflow of the gen- 
erous remembrance of those at home to those in the army, was 
distributed in the same generous manner as it was contributed. 
Each morning the supply wagons of the division and corps hos- 
pitals were before the door, and each day they went away laden 
with such articles as were desired to meet their wants. If the 
articles needed one day were not in our possession at the time, 
*they were immediately telegraphed for, and by the next train of 
cars thereafter they were ready to be delivered. Thus, tons of 
ice, mutton, poultry, fish, vegetables, soft bread, eggs, butter, 
and a variety of other articles of substantial and deucate food, 
were provided for the woimded, with thousands of suits of 
clothing of all kinds, and hospital furniture in quantitj^ to meet 
the emergency. It was a grand sight to see this exhibition of 
the tender care of the people for the people's braves. It was a 
bit of home feeling, of home bounty, brought to the tent, put 
into the hand of the wounded soldier." 

" The lodge, which was established at the temporary terminus 
of the railway, on Tuesday, was continued there until Friday, 
when the burned bridge which had prevented the cars from 
running into town, was replaced by a new structure, and the cars 
resumed their regular runnings to the station. On Thursday, I 
had a tent and fly erected near the d4p6t, in preparation for the 
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change in the terminus of the road, and on Saturday the lodge 
out of tovm was discontinued, and the tents used there added to 
those near the depot. This second lodge was in successful op- 
eration on Friday, though it was not generally made use of till 
Saturday. 

" Between Tuesday and Saturday noon, we provided at our 
first lodge, good beef soup, coflFee and fresh bread, for over 3,000 
slightly wounded soldiers, whose injuries did not prevent them 
from walking to this point, while we sheltered, each night, about 
fifty more serious cases, which had been brought down by am- 
bulance, and whose wounds required the attention of a surgeon. 
We were fortunate in having, auring these days, the volunteer 
aid of Dr. Hooper, from Boston, who devoted himself to this 
latter work, Mr. Clark, from New Hampshire, Mr. Hawkins, 
from Media, Pa., and Mr. Shippen, from Pittsburg, also lent 
their assistance, and all these gentlemen materially aided U8 at 
this and at the second lodge, until it was fully organized. 

" With the transfer of our material to town, the irregular jor- 
ganization was changed to a permanent working basis. Dr. W. 
F. Cheney, who arrived on the 10th, was placed in charge of the 
camp. He brought with him seven assistants, Messrs. Latz, 
Cooley, McGuinness, Chesebro, Blakeley, Shetwin, Freshener, 
from Canandaigua, N. Y. To these were added Messrs. Reisin- 
er and Hall, from Baltimore, and four detailed soldiers.* Cooks 
ad arrived, a large shed for a kitchen had been erected, and 
full preparations were made for feeding any number. Every 
facility was panted us by the medical officers of the post, and 
by the commissary. Additional tents were erected, drams made, 
straw procured, and shelter prepared for 150 men. A store tent 
was placed near the hospital tents, and given into the charge of* 
two New York ladies, whose long experience on the Commis- 
sion's transports, during the Peninsular campaign of last sum- 
mer, had made them familiar with all of the requirements of this 
camp. The cars stopped immediately in front of our camp, and 
distant but a few feet from it. 

" During the ten days subsequent to the establishment of this 
lodge, over 5,000 soldiers (Union and Rebel) received food either 
in our tents or on the cars, and an average of over 100 remained 
in our tents each night, and had their wounds dressed, and more 
or less clothing distributed to them. 

" This lodge was continued until all the wounded capable of 
being removed, were transferred from the c<5rps hospitals to the 
general hospitals of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Har- 
risburg, and York. 

" When the general field hospital was decided upon for the 
reception of all those whose serious wounds prevented them 
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from being removed, I asked for a place to be assigned us in the 
plan, and before leaving Gettysburg saw two of our tents erected 
m the camp, one for onr stores, the other for the ladies who 
would be in charge. This design has been effectually carried 
out. 

" Our plan of operation and our labors were in Gettysburg, as 
tliey have been elsewhere, divided into those of inquiry and re- 
lie£^ The latter, from our experience, was subdivided into 

feneral and special relief. The first of these was to be extended 
y issues from our store-house directly to corps hospitals, in bulk, 
according to the ascertained necessities, and the latter took the 
direction of attending to those of the wounded — by far the 
greater number — who, capable of being transported from the 
field of battle, were daily removed, until only the more serious 
cases remained. I have already given the history of the store- 
house and lodge. The tabulated statement of the issues from 
the former, and the number assisted and relieved at the latter, 
will tell how well the organization worked. Few left the re- 
gion of Gettysburg without receiving some material aid from 
us, either in food or clothing. 

" Our trained permanent corps rendered this work easy and 
immediate. This would not have been possible, in the same 
time, with a body of men unaccustomed to and ignorant of the 
work. Ihe large number of volunteers who came to otir assist- 
ance, under the direction of those already familiar with the 
work, fell readily into the line of duty, and soon became efficient 
co-workers." 

" The labor of inquiry required the daily visitation of the hos- 
pitals, consultation with the medical omcers as to the most 
efficient manner in which we could aid them, the character and 
quantity of the supplies most needed, the daily movement in the 
population of the hospitals under their command, with the char- 
acter and severity of the injuries, and all such information in 
relation to the disposition of the woimded as would assist us in 
making our preparations. 

" Beside the visits of inquiry to the hospitals, a list of the 
names and wounds of all the inmates of each hospital was taken 
and forwarded to the office of the Hospital Directory in Wash- 
ington, an^ we held ourselves in readiness to attend to messages 
of inquiry sent to us from any direction, in regard to any 
wounded man in these hospitals. This work was performed by 
Mr. Dooley, from the Directory office. Messrs. Stille, Struthers, 
Hazlehurst, DuUus, Beitler, and Tracy, from Philadelphia, and 
Messrs. Hosford, Myers, and Braman, from New York, assisted 
in this labor as well as at the lodge, and in attending to special 
pasos. 
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" The duty of yisiting the Confederate Hospitals was assigned 
to Dr. Gordon Winslow, who reported to me soon after I 
arrived. The following communication, addressed by him to 
me, will give briefly the result of his inquiries : 

"* Gettysburg, July 22, 1863. 

" * Sir, — Agreeably to your instructions, I have inspected the 
several Confederate Hospitals in the vicinity of Gettysburg, 
and have indicated, on the accompanying map, the locality, 
division, "General who was commanding, surgeon in charge, and 
number of wounded. 

" ' It appears that the aggregate of wounded, at the time of 
my visits, was 5,452, occupying some twenty-four (24) separate 
camps, over an area of some twelve miles. The wounds, in a 
large proportion of cases, are severe.' "* 

" The hospitals are generally in barns, outhouses, and dilapi- 
dated tents. Some few cases are in dwellings. I cannot speak 
favorably of their camp police. Often there is a deplorable 



* The hospitals visited by Dr. Winslow were situated as below, and contained 
the number of wounded as indicated in the following table : 

Location. Dlyision. Sargeon. No. 

Oasbtown. .Xj^enl. Parine's Dr. Wilson 171 

On Chambcrsburg Road •* Porcher's Dr. Ward 700 

On Mummasburg ** " Rhode's Dr. Hayes 800 

In Penn. College ** Heath's Dr. Smiley 700 

Hunterstown Road " Johnson's Dr. Whitehead . • 811 

Fairfield 60 

Fairfield Road Part of QenL Johnson's Dr. Stewart 1 35 

" , " " Early's Dr. Potts........ 269 

" " Anderson's Dr. Mines Ill 

*' '* " McLaw's Dr. Patterson .. . 700 

" " " Hood's Dr.Means 616 

Total 6,462 

The number of wounded, in addition to those reported by Dr. Winslow, whose 
wants — beyond those tliat a beneficent Government cared for— the Sanitary Com- 
mission was anxious to supply, can be stated briefly as follows ; 

First Corps (2 portions) 2,619 Union, 260 Confederates 2,779 

Second " 3,600 •* 1,000 " 4.500 

Third " 2,300 " 250 " 2,550 

Fifth " 1,325 " 76 " 1,40 

Sixth " 800 " 800 

Eleventh " 1,800 " 100 " 1,900 

Twelfth " 1,006 " 126 " 1,131 

Cavahry " 800 " , 800 

Total..... 18,060 1,810 14,860 
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want of cleanliness. Especially in barns and outhouses, vermin 
and putrid matter are disgustingly offensive. As fast as means 
of transpertation can be had, those who are capable of being re- 
moved will be placed in more comfortable quarters. Some 
hundreds are being removed daily. Every provision is made 
by the Sanitary Commission for their comfort during their stay 
at the Depot Lodge, and those who are placed directly in the 
cars are furnished wholesome food." 

" The labor, the anxiety, the responsibility imposed upon the 
Burgeons after the battle of Gettysburg were from the position 
of affairs, greater than after any other battle of the war. The 
devotion-, tne solicitude, the unceasing efforts to remedy the 
defects of the situation, the untiring attentions to the wounded 
upon their part, were so marked as to be apparent to all who 
visited the hospitals. It must be remembered that these same 
officers had endured the privations and fatigues of the long 
forced marches with the rest of the army ; that they had shared 
its dangers, for one medical officer from each regiment follows 
it into battle, and is liable to the accidents of war, as has been 
repeatedly and fatally the case ; that its field hospitals are often 
from the changes of the line of battle, brought under the fire 
of the enemy, and that while in this situation, these surgeons are 
called upon to exercise the calmest judgment, to perform the 
most critical and serious operations, and this quickly and con- 
tinuously. The battle ceasing, their labors continue. While 
other officers are sleeping, renewing their strength for farther 
efforts, the medical are still toiling. They have to improvise 
hospitals from the rudest materials, are obliged to malsie " bricks 
witnout straw," to surmount seeming impossibilities. The work 
is unending, both by day and night, tlie anxiety is constant, 
the strain upon both the physical and mental faculties, unceas- 
ing. Thus, after this battle, operators had to be held up while 
performing the operations, and fainted from exhaustion, the 
operation finished. On^ completed his labors to be seized with 
partial paralysis, the penalty of his over-exertion." 
«•» * * * * « * 



Upwards of twenty thousand wounded men remained upon 
the field, and as Dr. Douglas has justly remarked, the medical 
staff was overtasked by the demands of the occasion. Day after 
day and night after night, the Commission's work df succor and 
aid was extended to all these wounded men, and to the medical 
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officers sacli assistance was always welcome. And when all the 
wounded that could safely be removed, had left the field hospi- 
tals by the railway and ambulance trains, and the remaining 
patients had been gathered to the great field hospitals at Camp 
Letterman, on the hills east of Gettysburg, the Sanitary Com- 
mission established its more permanent and systematic methods 
of relief at that place, the veteran Inspector, Dr. Winslow, re- 
maining in charge of that service. The amount of " sanitary 
stores " 'supplied by the Commission up to the time of that re- 
organization of the field hospitals was very large, notwithstand- 
ing the extraordinary munificence of the Government and the 
authorities of the various Northern States, that sent agents and 
material aid ta the field. By definite advices from the medical 
department the Sanitary Commission was enabled to supple- 
ment the more urgent wants of hospitals, while by the facilities 
which its system of labor, and its command of the means of 
transportation, and of the markets in Baltimore and Philadelphia 
gave its Relief Agents, sanitary supplies of the most delicate 
and perishable nature, as well as all ordinary stores, were fur- 
nished in unusual abundance.^ 



* The following is a statemf nt of the quantities of the principal articles distri- 
botod by the Commission to the wounded upon the field at Gettysburg, the first 
four weeks after the battle : 

Of Articles of Clothing, etc., viz. : 

Eitlmftted Valae. 

Of Drawers, (woolen) 6.310 pairs.... $9,292 60 

« " (cotton) 1,833 pairs 1,833 09 

*• Shirts, (woolen) 7,158 14,316 00 

" •* (cntton)3,266 3,266 00 

*' Pillows. 2,114 1,268 40 

*' Pillow cases, 264, , 1()6 60 

" Bed sacks, 1,630 3,463 76 

" Blankets. 1,007 3,021 00 

•« Sheets. 274 , 274 00 

" Wrappers, 608 1,498 00 

« Handkerchiefs, 2,659; 319 08 

** Stockings, (woolen) 3.560 pairs 1,780 00 

*• •* (cotton) 2,26S pairs • 45100 

" Bedutcnsils, 728 182 00 

'* Towels and napkus, 10,000. 1,600 00 
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The Gommisdton'fl work at Gettysburg did not oeaee until the 
last of the wounded had left ^^ Camp Lettenuan." On the ll'th 
of November — ^four and a half months after the battle, the last 
car-load of mutilated men took its departure for Pittsburg ia 
the railway ambulance. 

The army of the Potomac had turned southward, and im- 
mediately following the great battle of Gettysburg, the Sanitajry 
Commission set about preparing for any emergencies that 
might occur from collisions, as the forces pressed on after 
General Lee ; and in expectation of an attack upon Lee at 
WilUamsport, Md., the Commission made largo preparationa, 
both in stores and agents, with a fixed d6p6t at Boonsboro', and 
wagon-trains for field-work. Dr. Agnew superintended thepe 
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Of Sponges, 2,800 • $280 00 

" Combs. 1,600 • 60 00 

•' Buckets, 200 ,., 76 00 

« Soap. (Castile) 260 poaods., , 60 00 

« Oil silk. 800 yards* 226 00 

" Tin basins, cups, etc., 7,000. 700 00 

'* Old linen, bandages, etc., 110 barrels • 1,100 00 

* Watertanks,7 • 70 00 

" Water coolers, 46 230 00 

*' Bay Bum and Cologne Water^ 225 bottles 112 50 

" Fans,.3.600 146 00 

*' Chloride of Lime, 11 barrels • 99 00 

" Shoes and slippers, 4,000 pair0 • .••••.••• 2,400 00 

" Crutches, 1,200. 480 00 

*' Lanterns, 180........ 90 00 

" Candles, 860 pounds • 70 00 

'* Canvas, 800 square yards , 860 00 

*' Musquito nettiog, 648 pieces. «.....•• 810 00 

*« Paper^237 quires 28 70 

* Pants, coats, hats, 189 pieces ••• 96 75 

" Plaster, 16 folli. 4 00 

0/ Articlet of Swienflfice, viz, : 

OfFresh poultry and mnttoD, 11,000 pounds $1,540 00 

•* " butter, 6,480pounds 1,286 00 

« " eggs, (chiefly collected for the occasion at farm-houses in Penn- 
sylvania &nd New Jersey,) 8,600 dozens 1,700 00 

*' *' garden vegetables, 676 bushels 887 50 

« " berries, 48 bushels 72 00 

" " bread, 12,000 loaves 645 00 

Ice, 20,000 pounds 100 00 

Concentrated beef soup, 8,800 pounds 8,800 00 

milk, 12,500 pounds • 8,126 00 

11 
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preparations. The promptitnde with which the means of sani- 
tary relief were placed within easy reach of the army as it 
moved, and the improved methods that were adopted before 
our forces re-crossed the Potomac, have been mentioned in 
previous pages. 

The history of sanitary work in the four or five other 
Orand Divisions of the Army, daring and subsequent to the 
period that has just passed in review, in reference to the Poto- 
mac Army in its campaign that culminated at Gettysburg, is 
full of instructive interest ; therefore, to each of the campaigns 
South and West we must devote a separate section of this nar- 
rative of the Commission's work. But before taking up the line 
of our narrative of sanitary work in these important campaigns, 
we must record an event that occurred soon after the Gettys- 



Of Prepared farinaoeons food, 7,000 pounds. ...•••«•• $700 00 

" Dried fruit. 8,600 pounds • 850 00 

" JeUies and oonseryen, 2,000 jars 1,000 00 

^ Tamarinds. 760gallons 600 00 

« Lemons, 116 boxes , 680 00 

" Oranges, 6 boxes 230 00 

" Coffee, 860 pounds 272 00 

*' Chocolate, 881 pounds 249 80 

** Tea, 426 pounds • 883 40 

'* White sugar, 6,800 pounds 1,156 00 

" Syrups, (lemon; etc.) 786 bottles • 696 25 

" Brandy, 1,260 bottles 1,260 00 

" Whiskey, 1,168 bottles • 700 80 

" Wine, 1,148 bottles 861 00 

** Ale, 600 gallons 1 80 00 

*' Biscuit, crackers, and rusk. 184 barrels 670 00 

" Preserved meats, 500 pounds 125 00 

'* Preserved fish, 8.600 pounds 720 00 

*< Pickles, 4^0 gallons v 120 00 

** Tobacco, 100 pounds 70 00 

'< Tobacco pipes, 1,000 v 5 00 

** Indian meal, 1,621 pounds • 40 50 

" Starch, 1.074 pounds ....•• 75 18 

** Codfish, 3,848 pounds • 269 86 

*' Canned fruit, 582 cans • 436 60 

« M oysters, 72 cans • 86 00 

** Brandy peaches, 303 jars 808 00 

•' Catsup, 43 jars 11 00 

•* Vinegar, 24 bottles 3 00 

*' Jamaica ginger, 48 jars . « 37 26 
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Total.. ••• $74,838 62 
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bmg battle, and which, in the history of the Commission's work, 
is associated with that period. 

Early in the month of September, Mr. Fbederiok Law Olh« 
STED resigned his position as General Secretary of the Commia* 
flion. From the commencement of the work, in June, 1861, 
Mr. Olmsted had devoted himself most assiduously to the duties 
of organization and superintendence of the plans and the means 
by which the great purposes of the Sanitary Commission were 
to be accomplished. While the several members of the Com- 
mission gave to the coimcils of the Board their best efforts, and 
also accepted such special duties as occasions required, to Mr. 
Olmsted, as the General Secretary and representative of the 
Commission at Washington, was assigned the very responsible 
duty of methodizing, co-ordinating, and engineering the whole 
• work, so far as the Central Office could determine and guide the 
Commission's affairs. 

For more that two years the first General Secretary had given 
to this work of organization and superintendence of the Com- 
mission's work his greatest energies and all the skill and power 
of his remarkable genius. How faithfully and successfully he 
followed out and elaborated those grand designs that had been 
conceived during the early councils of the Commission, are 
abundantly testified by the machinery and the working of the 
various departments of the Sanitary and Relief service witnessed 
in our armies to-day. 

Mr. Olmsted had attentively studied the material and social 
causes of the Rebellion, and as a tourist he was familiar with the 
Cotton States and the back country through which the Federal 
forces must make their way to the ultimate t|*iumphs of our 
national cause ; and, whether judged by his pre-rebellion obser- 
vations and writings, or by his efforts and influence in the Com- 
mission's preventive work and relief-plans in his office as Gen- 
eral Secretary, his purposes and his influence have justly been 
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regarded as being most emphatically national, loyal, lutmane^ 
and ennobling.* 

In tbuB allnding to the invalnable services and extraordinary 
genins of the first General Secretary of the Sanitary Commission^ 
the labors and qnalifications of other members of the Commission 



* The -following paragraph, from a morning paper, npon the departure of Mr. 
Olmated to a new field of labor, renders an appredatiye tribute to his charaeter 
■nd public labors ; 

"Mr. F. L. Olmsted sails to day for Califoniia, where he is about to assume 
the position of Manager for the Mining Company which has recently purchased the 
Jfariposa estate from' General Fremont His loss will be felt keenly in the Kaet^ 
aot only by troops of warm and admiring personal friends, but by the public, whtch^ 
for more than seven years, he has ser?ed with a fidelity for which, in our day, it 
has almost ceased to look. It is less than ten years since he wrote the remarkable 
■eries of letters, which he afterwards republished in the volume known as th^ 
Seaboard Slave State», and which, followed by the Joumetf Through the Back Oou^ 
tryy and the Texae Journey, have, perhaps, done more to influence public opinion 
iouching the social and economical results of slavery tlmn all the rest of the innu- 
merable publications put together, which this absorbing controversy has called 
forth, in fact, they may be said to have settled at least the economical side of 
the question in the eyes of all reflecting men here, as well as in England, where 
the bitterest, enemies of the North still quote Mr. Olmsted's statements as 
conclusive proof." ♦ » ♦ » ♦ 

"tie left the Park to become General Secretary of the Sanitary Commiseion at 
tbe outbreak or the war. How well he discharged this mission of mercy, thousands 
on thousands of the victims of this great struggle can testify." • • • 

* * * * "llie war has furnished many noble chapters to history, 
but in the noblest one of all — that which records the volunteer efforts of the nation 
to lessen the sum of its misery — Mr. Olmsted's name, and those of his coadjutors of 
the Commission, will appear in shining letters." — New York Daily T^tnee, 

The following resolutions, respecting the resignation and the labors of tbs 
Krst General Secretary, were adopted by the Sanitary Commission, at its session in 
Washington, October, 1863 ; — ^we copy from the published Minutes of the Board: 

"The President communicated the previously announced resignation of Mt. Olm- 
sted, as General Secretary, and as a member of tbe Commission, and ofiered resola- 
tions expressive of the feeling of the Commission, viz. : 

'" Jteeolved, That this Board accepts the resignation of Fred. Law Olmsted, as 
^oeral Secretary, with profound regret. 

" Jteaolffed, That from the beginning of our enterprise, the organizing genius of 
Mr. Olmsted, trained by rich experience in other large and successful undertakings, 
basbeen a chief source of whatever merit has characterized the operations of tlM 
'Sanitary Commission ; and that we find our consolation in tbe loss of his personal 
services, in the fact that his plans and ideas are so inefiacably stamped on our 
work, that we shall continne to enjoy the benefit of his talents and the inspiration 
of his character, as long as the Commission lasts. 

"Heeolved, Ihat these resolution's be transmitted to Mr. Olmsted, with a letter 
sxpressive of our warm personal attachment, and an earnest expression of our wish 
that he will withdraw his resignation as a member of the Board. 

M The resolutions were adopted, and the President was requested to prepare the 
letter referfed to." 



ie& 



a]*e not depreciated or overlooked ; nc»r can the faithfhl and sdf- 
sacrificing services and excellent skill of the Sanitary Inspectoim 
and Belief Agents be the less esteemed because the scheme oC 
their united labors and counsels was committed to the oiganizing 
and guiding hands of the General Secretary. The marked SH<y 
cess, and the constantly increasing extent of sanitary works in 
the army and hospitals during the period that has els^sed since 
Mr. Olmsted resigned service in the Central OflSoe, prove how 
intelligently and how devotedly the entire Commission and each 
subordinate officer have appreciated their individual responsi- 
bilities. 

^ To proceed : during the summer and fall the Sanitary steam- 
boats continued their transportation of ** sanitary stores " upon 
the Western rivers ; the Hospital Train continued its merciful 
errands upon the railways of Kentuckp" and Tennessee ; andt 
the Hospital Directory at Louisville, the Homes, Lodges, Sup- 
ply D6pdts, and Offices for Advice and Aid, atXDairo, Louis- 
ville, Nashville^ and elsewhere, continued their beneficent 
operations.* 



* The followiag is a condenwd atatemeitt of 8upplie$ dUtributed by the V, S. Sazi- 
RAST CoMMUaioN ffi the Wettern Department, to September Ut, 1883 : 

BKDMNO AWD OLOTHXMQ. 



BlanketB 18,402 

B«dticlc8 26,877 

Boots and Shoes, pairs • . • . 682 

Comforts and Qailts « •. 40,159 

Coats, Pants, and Vests 9,B82 

Drnwers, pairs 118,829 

Dressinnf-gowns #•••. 12,610 

Ha^eiocks 1,864 

Hats and Caps 691 

Ifattreases 716 

Ifittens, patra 9,764 



Mosquito Bars, 1*410 

^eck Ties 554 

Nig;htCaps 4,81t 

Villowa 84,10« 

Pillow Cases ;. 161,073 

Sheets 92,06.t 

Shirto 201,6011^ 

Slippers, pairs 16,173 

Socks, " 90,625 

Straw, bales 18t 

Towels and Handkerchiefs 297,960 



HOSPITAL FUaHITUaB AND SUBOEONa' 8UPPUBS. 



Adhesive Plaster, yards. , 1,298 

Arm Rests 1,249 

Bags 1,863 

Bathing Tubs. • 11 

Bandages^ Comp*B aod Lint, lbs. 229,948 



Bedsteads 83j| 

Beds. Feather •..•• 9. 

Bed Pan 8 , 389 

Books and Pamphlets.. ........ 2S3,00Qi 

Brooma ••• •... 85i( 
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Samtary Work at ChichaTnatLga cmd Chattcmooga. — ^With tibe 
forces that moved upon Tnllahoma and towards Northern 
Georgia, at the end of summer, the Sanitary Commission sent 
forward its agents and supplies. On the first of September, Dr. 
Newberry reported to the Commission as follows : 

* * * * " All of the regiments comprising this 
ftrmy, I believe, without exception, have received careful special 
inspections, the inspection returns having been forwarded from 
time to time to the Central Office. I am happy to be able to 
say, that their sanitary condition is now, and nas long been, re- 
markably good. The percentage of sick is as low, if not lower, 



Buckets 539 

Caodles, lbs 2,806 

Candlesticks 170 

Carpeting, yds 246 

Chairs. 429 

Clficks 6 

Combs and Brushes 2,68«3 

Cooking Stoves and Furnitnre. .. 10 

Ranges 2 

Coffins ^Z 

Coffee PoU 118 

Cots • 442 

Chambers 765 

Cups and Saucers. 791 

Cushions and Pads 53,142 

Crutches, prs 8,321 

Desks 25 

Dippers • 81 

Drinking Tubes, lOB 

Tables 53 

Table .Qlotbs 822 

Tin Caps 6,852 

Tumblers 862 

Envelopes,. 76,0O(i 

Eye Shades 3.360 

Fans 12,500 

Furnaces .•••.....•.........• 9 

Hatchets 41 

Lamps 48 



Lanterns ••••• 809 

Lamp Oils, galls. • •' 180 

Lumber, feet 118,000 

Kettles 20 

Knives and For|[s, pairs 1,838 

Matches, gross IS 

Mats. Door •••• 48 

Matting Cocoa, yds 190 

Mops. 168 

Oakum, bales • 6 

Paper, reams 860 

Pens • 5,000 

Pincushions .27,851 

Pitchers * 119 

Spittoons 641 

Spit Cnps 1.826 

S^ucePans.... 100 

Scissors • • 48 

Soap, lbs 4,602 

Splints ...• 120 

Spoons 2,504 

Sponges, Ibe 280 

Stoves ' 8 

JJrinals 818 

Wash Basins 1,100 

Wash Tubs 10 

Wash Boards. . . ^ la 

Washing Machines ••.. 9 

Tin Plates 4,016 



ABTIOtVS or BIKT AND DELICAOIBk 



Ale and Cider, galls 11,584 

Apples, bush • 1,386 

Apple Butter, galls 2.160 

Arrowroot, lbs. 8,551 

Barley, lbs 10,204 

Beef. Dried, lb 18,710 

Beef, ConM, lbs 83,878 

Beans, btt8fa..«. 81| 



Bread, lbs. 10,304 

Broma, lbs 200 

Butter, lbs 41,197 

Crackers, lbs •...«...• 102,014 

Cocoa, lbs. ..•...•• • 466 

Ohocolate, lbs 98 

Chickens 4,1 14 

Chicken, cans 90tt 
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than in any other armj, and protective measures, such as the ' 
policing of camps, &c., are so thoroughly obsenred that little is 
left to desire in that respect. 

" By reference to the accompanying schedule of disbursements, 
it will be seen that the amount of supplies furnished to the Army 
of the Cumberland has been very large (over 10,000 bushels of 
vegetables alone since Jan. 1st)." * * « 

And from Inspectors in the field messages like the following ^ 
were continually received at the Secretary's office ; at the same 
time that officer was as constantly ordering to the front " sani- 



CSoflEee,lbe 2,009 

Coffee, OonU lbs 105 

Corn Meal, lbs 28,119 

Cheese, lbs 12.113 

Corn Starch, lbs. 8,263 

Corn Dried, lbs 644 

Cakes and Cook's, lbs 4»204 

Cranberries, bush 5^ 

Catsup, bot 1,889 

Codfish, Iba. 52,862 

Eggs, doz 87,688 

Farina, lbs, 8,844 

Figs, lbs :. 60 

Flour, bbls. 87 

Fruit, Preserved, cans 102^,830 

Fruit, Dried, lbs 497,866 

Gelatine, lbs 81 

Groceries, lbs 51,614 

Grapes, lbs. « 1,650 

Hops, lbs 896 

Herbs, lbs. 1,602 

Herrings, boxes •••.••••• 25 

Halibut, boxes., « • 40 

Honey, lbs 582 

Hominy, lbs 640 

Horse Kadish, bot 574 

Hams, lbs 9,814 

loe, tons ••• 270 

Lemons, boxes •• •• 887 

Lemon Syrup, bot 2,698 

Milk, Con'd, lbs. 46,807 

MusUrd, lbs. . . .- 1,866 



MaccaronL Iba •••.• 160 

Mackerel lbs. 50 

Oat Meal, lbs 1,878 

Oranges, boxes •••• 98| 

Oysters, cans, 1,094 

Onio^^ bush 8,835 

Peas, Split, bbls 2 

Ptfpper, Ground, lbs 768 

Pepper Sauce, bot 2,078, 

Pie Plant, boxes • 61 

Porter, bot 1,008 

Potatoes, bush 49,141 

Pickles, gala 28,578 

Hice, lbs. 8,872 

Raisins, lbs 25 

Sago, lbs 2,608 

Salt, lbs 1,170 

Sardines, boxes 44 

Sausages, lbs... 427 

Sour-krout, gals 8,780 

Shoulders, lbs. 4,160 

Spies, lbs 68 

Strawberries, qts' 896 

Sugar, lbs 26,066 

Syrup, gals 688 

Tapioca, lbs. 1,408 

Tea* lbs 8,008 

Toast, boxes • ••.. 78 

Tobacco, lbs. • . • 1,304 

Tongues, 288 

Vinegar, gaJs 1,514 

Wines and Spirits, bottles 86,899 



[Miscellaneous articles omitted for want of space.] 

A earefiil estimate of the cash value of stores known to have been distributed 
by our agents in the Western Department during the past two years, fixes it at 
TWO MILLION TWO HUNDRBSD AND FIFTV^ THOUSAND DOLLARS. 
The expenses attending their distribution hsTe been TBiRrr-PiTx thousand dolla^^ 
or one and one-half per eent, upon their valuation.— iSant^af^ Reporter, Dec, l9i, 
1863. 
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t$sry 0toi«B," and whateyer ooxild be poshed forward for the re- 
lief and benefit of the soldiers : 

"TULLAMOMA, * * ♦ ♦ 

* * * * "Having procured transportation on 
the 11th inst., I came to this place with a car load of assorted 
Btores. Arrived here at two adock P. M. ; had some diflScnlty 
in obtaining storage, and was so much delayed in waiting for 
detail and transportation from d6p6t, that it took me till in the 
night to get my stores secured under cover. I was worn out. 

* » # <c Having supplied the hospitals (both gen- 
eral and regimental) about Tullahoma as well as my limited sup- 
ply would permit, I sent thismominff, on the telegraphic reauesta 
of the Meaical Directors, a wagon load each to Thomas' and 
McCook's corps, and, on tlie requisition of Dr. Bache, Assistant- 
Ifedical Director of the Army, a small load to Hospital No. 1, 
irt Winchester." * ♦ ♦ * 

* * « <« In jjiy walk around the camps, I could not 
overlook the filthy and unhealthy condition of the town recently 
evacuated by the rebels. It is the dirtiest, nastiest (no other 
word will express it) place I have ever been in. I can scarcely 
imagine any kind of filth, or any combination of vile stench, 
which is not foxmd here. A small stream, filled with carcasses 
of onules and horses^ washes the town. 

« Hie rirer Rhine, to aU 'tis known, 
Washes the city of Cologne. 
Bot who can tell what pow'r I)iyine 
Can eyer waeh the river Rhine F' 

• 

** I have presented the importance of this subject strongly to 
tike A. A. General, to the Provost Marshal, and to the sur* 
geons." 

Thus the Commission kept up its methodical sanitary care in 
ihe camps and along the line, of march, supplying, until the 
army of the Cumberland confronted the concentrated rebel 
forces upon the bloody field of the Chickamauga, on the IQth, 
20th, 21st and 22d of September. During all the proceeding 
weeks of the army's toilsome march over the mountains, the 
Oonmodssion's agents had been massing its battle-field supplies* 
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and ^^ Battle-Beserre Stock," at IJ^'ashyille and at Steyenson, and, 

the day previous to the commencement of the conflict, the Chief 

Inspector, Dr. A. N. Read, reports to the Western Secretary as 

follows : 

" Chattanooga, September 18. 
^ ** We are expecting a general battle. Dr. Barnum came last 
night — was very energetic in getting through. Mr. Crary came 
yesterday morning with seven loads of stores, Mr. Bedding and 
his companion were left at Bridgeport, expecting to come on as 
soon as possible. They are wanted now at Bridgeport and 
Stevenson more than here. I shall tir to communicate with 
them to-dav^ by telegraph. Stores designed for this place must 
be sent to firidgeport at once, so as to be ready for the trains. 
They can be stored in tents, which have been Aimished to us. 
We are practically farther from Bridgeport than Bridgeport is 
from Louisville, and regard ourselves as exceedingly fortunate to 
get goods through aa we have." 



In compliance with orders from the jCommission, addi- 
tional and large supplies were hurried forward from Stev- 
enson, while that temporary d^pot was being daily replen- 
ished from the permanent depots of Nashville and Louisville.* 



* Inspector Reed had pressed forward with the moTing columns, and from 
Chattanooga he wrote as foUows, on the lOtk of September : 
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Bf.tween this and Bridgeport we have passed, as all the army trains have, two 
high mountain ridges oYer almost impassable roads ; so bad, indeed, that we can 
hardly hope for much transportation zor our stores until the railroad is again re- 
paired or a steamboat is put upon the riyer, and this wiU not be done for some 
weeks. 

*' All things indicate that this must be our headquarters as soon as we can ob- 
tain stores. The sick cannot be sent back until that time, and we can send for- 
ward but littlp, I fear. 

"The health of the army in the field is so far good, but the men cannot endur« 
long all they have to bear without increasing the sickness. 

*' There are good hospital accommodations here — good buildings built and va- 
cated by the rebels. Tne sick must be sent here, and I shall do all I can to bring 
stores foi^ard. We are liberally supplying with onions, potatoes, milk and beef^ 
and, so far as is needed, with clothing, the general field hospital at Stevenson and 
two large convalescent camps, one at Bridgeport and one at Cowan, in which there 
are many sick. After this there will be coroparatiyely few sick at Nashville, and 
I think that Chattanooga will be to us a center of work as Nashville has been.'* 
• « *,* • • • • • •• 

Scmiiary Bepcrttr, Vol 1, No. 10, 
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The ragged steeps of the Oamberland MotmtamB, and the oV 
Btmcted transportation of their over-crowded and rodcy roads, 
did not keep back those sanitary trains. The first train, 
however, after the battle, comprising seventeen wagon-loads 
of " sanitary stores " for the wounded, was mercilessly destroy- 
ed by rebel raiders in a motmtain pass.* Ten loads had 
previously reached the sufierers at Chattanooga ; and thus writes 
Dr. Andrews, another Sanitary Inspector : 

« «.« « « « « « 

^^ These stores constituted ahnost the entire dependence of 



* The Relief Agent at the temporary d^pot of "sanitarj stores," at Stevenson, 

Ala., 800D after the battle, thos mentions the wants and the means of saocor ai 

that station : 

• ••••••*••• 

** JjBTyfi supplies of vegetables were obtained from the garden at Murfrcesboro*, 
including potatoes, sweet-potatoes, tomatoes, etc., in abundance, and such other 
articles as were required from the Sanitary Rooms. 

** Receiving word from Dr. Andrew at Chattanooga, who was io temporary 
charge of the general work in the department, to report at that place, I rode 
through from Bridgeport on the 8d by the courier route expecting to find our rooms 
full of stores. But they were entirely empty, our men were living on hard tack, 
bacon, and coffee which could be purchased oply a few rations at a time of the 
commissary ; horses and men all on short rations, and hard tack fast becoming a 
luxury. A train of about 400 wagons had been destroyed on the second, and 
with it, our seventeen wagons and all other trains temporarily slopped. About 
this time, the last of our wounded were sent in from the rebel hands and were in 
want of all things. Some of them were without shirts, a few without any cloth- 
ing whatever, the most fortunate with torn clothing, begrimmed with dirt and 
clotted with blood. I purchased at the only army clothing store in town a few 
shirts (all I could obtain) and gave them to the most needy. Upon the 6lh, I re- 
ceived notice that eight wagon loads of stores were on the way, and on the 7tfa, 
procured an order for twenty wagons more to report at our rooms in Stevenson 
to bring forward stores. 

'* The work of procuring transportation, I found beset with many and unlooked- 
for difficulties, llie loss of a large train and the interruption of communication 
bad produced some confusion ; the army was short of all supplies, and the res- 
ponsible officers of every department were clamorous for transportation. At the 
same time, it was evident, that the wounded men left here, numbering about 1,400, 
must be saved, if at all, bv feeding them, and they must have something better than 
army rations. Tl^e sick also, of whom there are many, not an unusual number, 
stand in almost equal need of better articles of diet, by enoraging to ship for the 
present only articles of diet for the sick and wounded, I have secured a train of 
forty wagons to be run constantly under our supervision in bringing stores from 
Stevenson, as long as the necessity shall exist, or until river or railroad communi- 
cation is opened." 
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the hospitals at Chattanooga until the Tuesday and Wednesday 
sncceedinff the battles. On those days trains containing por- 
tions of the Medical Purveyor's stores reached the front ; thu8 
furnishing another instance of the necessity of independent 
medical transportation. 

" On Monday the 21st, partly because of the pressing necessities 
of the hospitals, partly because of possible military contingencies, 
the order was given to distribute all the Sanitary and medical 
stores on hand among the hospitals, and by Tuesday evening the 
Commission's rooms were cleared of their contents, and were oc- 
cupied by our wounded men. Those who had not ikllen into the 
hands of the enemy were made measurably comfortable.*'^ 

The Chief Belief Agenty Mr. M. C. Keed, under date of Sep- 
tember 24th, reported as follows : 



" On Saturday, the 19th, the general engagement commenced 
and continued, suspended at intervals, whfle changing positions 



* Tbe following additional extract from tbe same Inspector's report, preseats ai 
once a truthful view of the difficulties and tbe zealous energy in the work : 
• '«««**««•** 

"The wounded are generally doing well, and bear with patience tbe priTationa 
which appear unavoidable ; but a generous supply of edibles suitable for sick and 
weundea men is indispensable to their recovery. I trust a supply of these articles 
will be ready at Stevenson to fill at any time, tbe twenty (20) waj^ons and as often 
as they can make the trip, and if more than that are accumulated there, we will un- 
dertake to get them through. There is a demand also for flannel shirts and 
drawers, sheets, blankets, etc., which, while the present pressure continues, we 
cannot forward in the *' ^Sanitary train.** But let them be accumulated without 
fltint at Stevenson for we hope that communication by the river and by railroad 
will soon be opened, and I have requested the surgeons here, while waiting for 
that event, to make requisitions at every opportunity, for articles of (he latter de- 
scription, upon the Agent at Stevenson, ana in that way, a very fair supply can be 
got through by ambulances and hospital wagons. 

" As you are aware, the occupation of the railroad for many days in transport- 
ing and the subsequent raids upK)n it between Stevenson and Nashville, stopped 
for sume time, the receipt of stores at Stevenson. The same events caused an un- 
expected accumulation of sick at the latter place, calling for lai^e issues of sani- 
tary stores there, leaving only enough to (ill fifteen of the wagons ordered to re- 
port there. These are now on the way, and we look for their arrival t<i-morrow, 
the 14th. And as the 20 wagons constituting our train, have probably already re- 
ported at Stevenson, where we suppose there are now abundant suppUe.4, we are 
in a measure relieved of anxiety, and anticipate a constant and tolerably abundant 
supply. 

** I have to-day received a note from Rev. O. Kennedy, who is aiding in our 
work, that he has reached his post on the west side of the mountain and pitched 
the tents for the Mountain Lodge." 
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or falling back, throughout Saturday, Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday. During this time, there was no opportunity oi mak- 
ing even the briefest memoranda, and the events, of wnich I am 
giving you this hurriedly written narrative, may not all be de- 
tailedin the order of their occurrence." 

"Not a great many wounded were sent back on Saturday, 
but on Sunday they came in in numbers, far beyond the abilitj 
of all of the medical officers to provide even tolerably for their 
comfort. At the request of the medical director. Dr. Barnum 
took possession of two large blocks, cleared out the rooms, fitted 
them up temporarily for the wounded, supplying them with 
clothing, bandages, and edibles from our rooms, procured and jput 
up stoves, dressed the wounds of those most requiring immediate 
assistance, and superintended the providifag and cooking of ra- 
tions for the men. All of the rooms were soon filled, and by 
his untiring efforts from 1,500 to 2,000 were rendered tolerably 
comfortable. On Sunday, I visited all of the hospitals and tem- 
porary resting places for the wounded, notifying the officers in 
charge of the location of our rooms and the nature of our sup- 
plies, asking them to send for everything we had, so far as it was 
needed. Ifeturning late in the evening, I found a large church 
on Main street where services had been held during the day, 
and saw that the steps were crowded with wounded men. En- 
tering the church, it was found filled with a congregation from 
the battle^eld, crippled with every variety of wounds, with no 
medical or other officer in charge, without food of any kind, 
without water, and without even a candle to shed a glimmering 
light over their destitution, silent worshippers in the darkness, 
patieit unmurmuring martyrs in a noble cause, apparently de- 
serted by all except Him in whose sanctuary they had taken re- 
fuge, i immediately carried concentrated beef to the residence 
of Dr. Simms, near the church, a resident physician of rebel 
sympathies, but a generous, warm hearted man, in whose office 
we had some davs oefore found quarters, and where my brother 
superintended tke preparation of soup, while I bought candlea 
and a box of hard bread, had them carried to the church, and 

Erocuring water, distributed it for the thirsty. Never before 
ad I so high an appreciation of "nature's sweet restorer, 
balmy sleep.' 

" I'wo-thirds of the occupants of the church, some with shat- 
tered arms, and some with other ghastly wounds, were sleeping 
quietly upon the seats and the floor, unconscious of their many 
wounds. The soup was brought and distributed to the 
wakefiil, and my brother and fir. Simm^ commenced dress- 
ing the wounds, and continued their labors till sheer ex- 
haustion compelled them to desist. The waking men pro- 
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vided for, the sleeping were allowed to sleep in peace. I re- 
ported the condition of these men to the medical director, and 
medical oflScers were put in charge of them, and in the morn- 
ing a chaplain took charge of vegetables and other eatables which 
I sent from the rooms, and superintended the preparation of food 
for the men. At this time, Monday, the streets were completely 
blockaded for their whole length with army wagons, as an order 
had been issued on Sunday for the whole train to be sent across 
the river. This was done apparently to avoid conftision, and 
to save the train if our forces should be compelled to evacuate 
the place. The only means of crossing was one narrow pontoon 
bridge, and for two days the trains fifled all the streets. Our 
stores were needed everywhere, but nobody could get to our 
quarters. After applying to several headquarters, I procured an 
order for three army wagons to report at our rooms for the dis- 
tribution of stores. And hastily riding to the different hospitals, 
obtained approximately the capacity of each, the number of the 
inmates, and the nature of the articles most needed. The usual 
answer, however, to the question, ' What do you need most F 
was, ' Everything,' a comprehensive, but almost literally a truth- 
ful answer. Betuming to the rooms, I gave general directions 
to Messrs. Eeddinff and Larrabee, who superintended the loading 
of the wagons, ana piloted each one when loaded tlirough the 
dense mass of teams to its destination. At first sight, an ap- 
parently hopeless undertaking, but the words, ' Tbis wagon is 
loaded with stores for your wounded comrades, can you make 
room for it to pass V operated like magic everywhere, and in no 
single instance did I find a driver who did not promptly and cheer- 
fully open a way for the supplies, and that, too, through streets 
where there were three, four, and five parallel trains, the drivers 
all eager to reach the pontoon bridge first and secure precedence 
in crossing. In this way we succeeded in getting a good supply^ 
a full wagon load each to the seminary building and old rebel 
hospitals on the hill, to the old rebel hospital near the Critch- 
field Hotel, (now called No. 2), to the Critchfield Hotel, where 
there were about 1,500 wounded, to two churches west of the 
Critchfield house, to the Presbyterian Church, and to three 
blocks of buildings on Main street, and to the officers' hospital 
in a large brick building, east of Main street. 

^' This work left no time for gathering statistics, no time to 
get the names of the hospitals, or the number of the inmates, 
even had the-surgeons had time to give their names or make out 
registers. Clerks were busy at the latter task, but in no place 
had they completed their labors. This work consumed the day 
and my strength, but I felt that my health was good, and witn 
a few nours rest coidd start afresh. I determined to remain if 



in 



the place Bhonld be evacnated, and if allowed to do bo, inake out 

a register of the wounded who were left behind." 

« « * « * « «.« 

" If, when this reaches you, the telegrams from the front ad- 
vise you that we still hold Chattanooga, my advise would be to 
send of all supplies as large quantities as possible, for I believe 
that already this battle is one of the bloodiest of the 
war. Our loss must already be greater than it was at 
Stone River, and I do not believe the rebels will fall back before 
our re enforced army without another desperate struggle. 

"Among the stories distributed at Chattanooga, especial 
mention aught to be made of a box of excellent ' arm-slings ^ 
from the Aid Society in Pittsburg. Though not as many as the 
arms needing such a support, they were valued beyond price by 
every man who secured one, and were in every respect a valu- 
able article." 
* « « «_« * « « 

Etastening back to Stevenson to push forward the " sanitary 
stores," of which our men stood in perishing need, about the 1st 
of October, this energetic IJelief Agent reported as follows : 



" Every department of the army at Chattanooga is suflfering 
for the want of supplies, and the problem for those in charge of 
transportation, is now to dispose of it, and apportion it so as to 
do justice to all. At such a time constant watching, and an im- 
portunity which does not offend, is indispensable, in Order to 
secure any transportation for us. 

" Under the circumstances, I think we are having good suc- 
cess in getting our stores through. 1 think a large accumula- 
tion here is desirable, as soon as we can secure transportation 
by rail, that they may be pushed on to Chattanooga by every 
means possible. 

" As soon as our army is sufficiently re-inforced, a battle may 
be expected, exceeding the recent strufrgle in the number of 
wounded. If the rebels fall back and the battle is postponed, 
Chattanooga will become the base of operations, and of supplies, 
and the larger supply we can get the better." 



The loss of seventeen large wagon loads of most valuable 
" sanitary stores," at the hands of Wheeler's rebel raiders, im- 
mediately after the last of such supplies at Chattanooga had been 
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exhatsted, was sorely felt at the time ; but that disaster gave 
additional energy to the Commission's eflForts to push forward 
still larger quantities, and to prepare, if need be, for still greater 
losses. But the formidable difficulties of transportation from 
the railway terminus at Bridgeport over sixty miles of steep 
mountain passes, requiring several days for a single trip, with 
army trains, miles in length, obstructing aU hurried eflEbrts in 
the forwarding of " sanitary stores," rendered it necessary for 
the Conamission to multiply its resources of relief at or near the 
field in every possible manner. The situation at Chattanooga 
was eminently precarious, no less in a sanitary than in a military 
point of view. For weeks after the battle, the forces subsisted 
on half rations, and hard ones at that, while the wounded and 
the sick were in great need of hospital delicacies and an anti- 
scorbutic diet. 

It was no fault of the Medical Directors, that the patients in 
hospital suflfered thus,* and until the enemy could be driven 
back from the river and the railway between Stevenson and 
Chattanooga, neither the Sanitary Commission nor the Medical 
Department could do more than they actually did to succor the 
men in the hospitals about Chattanooga. As rapidly as possible 
the wounded men who could bear transportation were removed 



* The Chief of the Relief Corps, Mr. M. C. Reed, writiDg from Steveoson, on 
the river, says : 

••♦♦'* We are able to provide for those who get through to 
the railroad vhat is needed in addition to government supplies, but it is ei*sential 
that largR quantities of all the u^ual articles be shipped through toChattnnoogo aa 
fast as possible. There the destitution and suffering have been, and must for some 
time be very great Yet, you must not construe what I write here, or have vrrit- 
ten above, as an implied censure of the medical officers of the army. I know bow 
persistently the Medical Director of the Army labored to procure traosporiation 
for his supplies, and how ready he was to aid us in procuring transportation. I 
know aUo that war is and must be cruel, and. situated as our army was l>efore 
Chattanooga, even mercy to the wounded required that the army, yes, and the 
horses, should be fed, although the wounded suffered until the battle was over. 
Over roads, the difficulties of which do one will appreciate until he has tried them, 
supplies had to be carried for men and horses whose strength and endurance alone 
could save all of the wounded from the hardships and destitution which tb« 
wounded prisoners would encounter at the hands of rebela." • • • # 
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over the mountainfl, in ambulances, and on £[)ot, to Bridgeport 
and Stevenson, and so onward to Ji^ashville. Weary, exliausted, 
and famishing with hunger, the ceaseless trains of those disabled 
xnen, as they wended their way down the ravines of the Sequat- 
chie towards the town of Jasper, halted at a row of tents which 
the Sanitary Commission erected there and christened as the 
" Soldiers' Home." That Mountein Lodge was like an odHs 
in the desert,* and it will live in the life-long remembrance 
of hundreds whose sufferings were assuaged there. 



* We append the foUewiDg from the Oincinnati GoMlte : 

*'GiNGnmATi. October 81. 

" Eds. Gazette, — ^Tt is not unfrequently stated that the contributions made by 
our benevolent citizens to the United States Oommissioa seldom reach those for 
whom the donations were really intended. Such statements have a tendency to 
diminish public confidence, and retard the operations of the Commission. I desire, 
in a public manner, to testify to one act of the Sanitary Commission, done at a 
time and place to fully testify to the indispensable benefits that institution has 
done to our suffering men. 

** On the 24th insC, I came down the cheerless and horribly muddy road leadmg 
down the valley of Seqnatchie, from Chattanooga to i^tevenson. Major Welsh, 
of the 1 8th, was with roe, and in an ambulance we had Lieut. D. B. Carlln, a brave 
and valuable officer of the IStb, who was slowly recovering from a severe wound 
received at Chickamauga. lliis officer was yet totally helpless, and had been sent 
out from the field h98pital with less than a day's rations to accomplish a match of 
four days. The country on this route affords nothing for the subsistence of either 
man or beast. In this emergency I knew not what to do..»The officer, as well as 
the driver of the ambulance, and the officer's attendant, were likely to suffer 
severely. " 

" At a point just eight miles above Jasper we espied, on the river bank, three or 
four hospital tents, and near by a few smaller tents ; and riding up to one of these, 
we discoved a small placard, with the words, ' Soldiers* Home ' on it, and we re- 
joiced to discover the jolly countenance of the kind-hearted chaplain of the lOlst* 
Ohio Volunteers, now doing detached duty as agent of the Sanitary Commission in 
this isolated spot, for the benefit of the sick and wounded scddiers being sent to the 
rear. 

" We stated our case, and were liberally supplied with fruit, crackers, tea, Ac, 
&e„ with a good bottle of the best of ale (Walker*s best), and were kindly urged 
to remain and partake of a warm supper. This invitation we were reluctantly com* 
pelled to decline, on account of the lateness of the hour, and the necessity existing 
to reach Jasper. This is only one of a thousand similar iastances oceurring daily 
everywhere along this line. The fact that this aid. so much needed, reached us 
when so unexpected, made an impression on my mind. 

" Let me urge the people to continue their generous donations. Through this 
.source more aid is rendered us than through all others combined. This conduct 
of the agents has been such as to improve rather than diminish confidence. 

•' Yours, 

** 0. H. GaosvENOR, 

"LieutCoLlSthO.T. L" 
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The severely wounded that had been left in the hands of the 
enemy on the fields of the Chickamauga were soon pennitted to 
retnm in the ambulance trains that had been sent out under flag 
of truce ; yet there were but few of them that could endure the 
journey over the mountains. One of the Relief Agents writes 
from Chattanooga, the middle of October, as foUows : 



" The wounded are generally doing well and bear with pa- 
tience the privations which appear unavoidable ; but a generous 
supply of edibles suitable for sick and wounded men is indispen- 
Bable to their recovery. I trust a supply of these articles will be 
ready at Stevenson to fill, at any time, the twenty (20) wagons, 
and as often as they can make the trip ; and if more than that 
are accumulated there, we will undertake to get them through. 
There is a demand also for flannel shirts and drawers, sheets, 
blankets, &c., which, while the present pressure continues, we 
cannot forwarward in the " sanitary train. But let them be ac- 
cumulated without stint at Stevenson, for we hope that commu- 
nication by the river and by railroad wiU soon be opened, and I 
have requested the surgeons here, while waiting foj that event, 
to make requisitions at every opportunity, for articles of the 
latter description, upon the Agent at Stevenson, and in that 
way, a very fair supply can be got through by ambulances and 
hospital wagons. 

" As you are aware, the occupation of the railroad for many- 
days in transporting, and the subsequent raids upon it between 
Stephenson and Nashyille, stopped for some time the receipt of 
stores at Stevenson. The same events caused an unexpected 
accumulation of sick at the latter place, calling for large issues 
of sanitary stores there, leaving only enough to fill fifteen of the 
waffons ordered to report there. These are now on the way, 
and we look for their arrival to-morrow, the 14th. And as the 
20 wagons constituting our train, have probably already reported 
at Stevenson, where we suppose there are now abundant sup- 
plies, we are in a measure relieved of anxiety, and anticipate a 
constant and tolerably abundant supply." 



In the Sanitary Eeporter. we find the business of supplies to 
the wounded at Chickamauga during the first ten days suc- 
ceeding the battle, summed up as follows : 
12 
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* « * * "It was for some time impossible to 
ffet forward the whole, or even a considerable portion of the 
* Battle Seserve Stock,' which had been accumulated at Steven- 
son and Nashville, especially the latter. Transportation was, 
under the circumstances, simply impossible, and was acquiesced 
in as one of those distressing necessities incident to a state of 
war, particularly where the theatre of operations was at so great 
a distance from the base of supplies. With provident care the 
Oommission had accumulated a large stock of the articles which 
long experienoe has shown to be necessary after a battle, as near 
the theatre of operations as was consistent with safety. They 
were pushed forward as rapidly as the other exigencies of the 
military service would permit. That the^ have oeen useful no 
one can doubt after reaaing the testimonials of the Surgeons in 
charge of the various hospitals, which may be found in another 
part of this number. 

" The following table will show what the Commission has at- 
tempted since those battles. The ' Eeserve Stock,' and much of 
that which has been shipped since, has gone to Stevenson, and 
as large a proportion as possible has been forwarded to Chatta- 
nooga : 

*^ I>i8lmrsemeni8 from the J^ashmlle Depdtj U. S. Sanitary 
Commission^ to the Wounded of the Battles of Chickamatiga^ 
to Oct. Ut, 1863 : 

Battle Resenre AdditionaL 

"Blankets 89 12 

Bedtickff 300 301 

Bed Spreads 10 

Comforts and Quilts 696 230 

Coats, Pants, and Vests • 895 175 

Drawers, pairs • • . • 1,369 5,554 

Dressing-gowns, 458 107 

Mittens, pairs, • • • • . 265 

Ni^ht Caps 57 4 

Piflows 1,827 683 

PillowCdses 2,881 1,191 

Pillow Ticks 103 

Sheets 440 661 

Shirts 10,163 8,448 

filip^pers, ^sam 468 JOT 

Socks, pairs . • 3,674 413 

Towels and Hankerchiefs 6,252 6,039 

Arm Bests 199 59 

Bags 76 107 
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Bandages, lbs 7,167 315 

Bed Pans , 2D 

Books and Pamphlets, &c 2,545 6,456 

Bowls • «••«• a 

Brooms . . • 4S 

Buckets 2? 

Candles, lbs 40 

Candlesticks • • 2B 

Combs and Brushes • » ^ » ^ 2^ 

Compresses, lbs. ••..•• 4,185 588 

Coffee Pots and Tea Pots 15 

Chambers ^ • . 19 

Cushions and Pads • ^ . 1,023 

Crutches pairs. • • • 55 

EyeShades .., . 102 1« 

Fans 2,495 

Envelopes • 2,600 

Hospital Furniture, articles ^ 105 95 

India Rubber Cloth, yds .•••.••.• S 

Lanterns • • 1 

Lint, lbs 200 aS 

Kettles (32 gals, each) ' 5 

Hatches, gross <•««•«•« 3 

Hops ••....•«•••• 2i 

Kails, lbs .,•....•••••• B 

Pincushions • « • • • 1,844 180 

Spittoons • • • 4J8 

Ragsi, lbs..* • 993 

Pans 35 

Scissors ••• .•••••••••• 30 

Soap, lbs. , . 143 

Spoons , , 122 

Sponges 36 

Stoves and Furniture • 3 

Stationary, reams ^ • . . . .^ . . • 5 

Tin Cups 848 

Tin Plates 60 894 

Wash Basins. ...••• 99 

jjasKieLS •••«....•••••••••*..•••»••••• Jtjg 

Camp Chests «••••••••••,••..•. Ji 

Camp Stools ^ » 19 

Camp Kettles 2^ 

Coffee Boilers ••«» 4 

Soup Boilers, large • • • • • •«.••• 1 

Ale and Cider, galls 500 40P 

Apple Butter, galls 4 
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Arrowroot, lbs 80 

Barley, lbs .;. 190 

•Beef, Dried, lbs • 205 

Beef, Concentrated, lbs... 4,826 3,376 

•Butter, lbs 150 433 

CrackerB, lbs. . • 4,597 

CJocoa, lbs 140 

'Citric Acid, lbs 20 

•Com Meal, lbs 175 

Cheese, lbs 108 281 

Corn Starch, lbs •.•..•••.....•... 208 

Codfish, lbs 344 2,000 

Egg8,doz * 72 205 

Farina, lbs y. 260 

Fruit, Preserved, cans. ^ 800 793 

Fruit, Dried, lbs '. 3,800 4,395 

Groceries, lbs. . . • « • • • 34 

Herbs, lbs. • • 200 

Jelly and Shrub, qts • . • « 91 

'Bay Bum, galls 16 

Lemons, boxes •• 1 

i Milk, Concentrated, lbs 2,707 5,713 

'Mustard, lbs 3 

'Prunes, boxes •• * 10 

Oysters, cans < . • 480 

-Onions, bush 188 377 

Pepper, Ground, lbs 11 

'Potatoes, bush 397 723 

.'Pickles, ff alls 2& 201 

•Baisins, Ids 20 

Bago, lbs • *.., 100 

Tamarinds, lbs •••..••••• 25 

!8plces, lbs • • • 4 ^ . * . 12 

iSugar, lbs 1,811 

Tea,lbs v 46 878 

«Toast, lbs 00 40.* 14 

•Tongues, #.*... - 48 

Vinegar, galls 480 40 

'Whi&y, bot..»... . r...... 1,425 

Wine, bot.. 692 * 430 

?Blackberry Cordial, bot^. . ^ 124 



** Since October l^t, eight hundred and sixty boxes, seven 
hundred and seventy-five barrels, and one hundred and ninety- 
three kegs, sacks, ifec, making 1,834 packages, have been sent 
to Nashville by railroad, and about nmeteen hundred packages 
' by river, in addition tO the above. 
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** P. S. * * * * We are now reaching the wounded ot 
Chickamauga with not less than a car load of valuable stores 
per day," 

This life-preserving work of incessant supply and careful dis- 
tribution of " sanitary stores," was continued, in spite of the de- 
ficient and obstructed transportation, until General Hooker's: 
forces opened the way up the river to Chattanooga. But during' 
that anxious period of two months when none except th^ 
Wounded were sure of sufficient daily food, the Sanitary Com- 
mission's agents had made ready for the next great battle by. 
ordering forward from Nashville to Bridgeport all the supplies 
that tbe Director of Transportation could daily permit to go by. 
railway, viz., one car load of " sanitary stores" each day ; aiid 
as soon as navigation became practicable as far up as Kelley's 
Ferry, such stores were hastened forward to that point, ten miles 
from Chattanooga. Inspector Seed reported the progress "of 
work at that period as follows, under date of Nov. 16th : 

" Eev. Mr. Kennedy who had tents and the charge of the' 
Lod^e at the foot of the mountain, was informed that he was 
more needed at the Ferry — ^both -that he might aid in taking 
care ot the goods as they were unloaded from the boats^ and also 
that he miglit lodge and feed the sick brought to tbat place by 
ambulances and who must wait for the boat to return. 

" Writing to Mr. F. R. Crary our store-keeper at Stevenson, 
he says, * I want you to be here when the goods arrive that you 
may enjoy with me^the pleasure of seeing these hungry men re- 
ceive their first supply. The want of food here is so pressing 
that I have often seen the soldiers gathering the grains of com 
which had fallen from the feed troughs ot the mules, roasting 
and eating them.' 

" The pleasure alluded to they have experienced, and now are. 
sending to Bridgeport, and have been since the 3d of this monjth, 
one car load each day— and these stores are sent promptly from 
Bridgeport to Chattanooga." 
« * * * » * * « 

^' Mr. E. I. Eno sent bv the State of Illinois to look after the 
interests of her soldiers, is with us and of us and ever ready to 
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co-operate in the general work. All stores at Us command, and 
they are many, are turned over to the Commission for general 
distribution. Mr. £no also left his office and endured great per^ 
sonal exposure and hardships in organizing our depots at Bridge- 

Eort and Kelly's Ford — and the removal of the stores from 
tevenson. We are under very great obh'gdtions to him, for 
his timely and valuable assistance. His acts all show that he 
regards the struggle in which we are now engaged aslfational: 
and that our sympathy and help should be given alike to all 
fhe sufferers. The only question to be asked in the distribution 
Cf our stores being : Is he a soldier of the Kation f Is he in 
want : 

" At Murfreesboro' the hospitals are again enlatged ; and » 
larger number of the sick ana wounded will be accumulated 
there, than have been for many months. 

^^ Thwe is one general hospital at Tallahoma in charge of Dr. 
Woodward, our excellent friend, because he is the true friend of 
Iris patients. As usual his hospital is in the best possible con- 
ation. At C!owan there is also at this time a large number of 
sick. The hospital at Stevenson is being removed. At Bridge- 
port there is a hospital, where those brought from Chattanooga^ 
are to remain until taken on by rail. Here we have been feed- 
ins them on their arrival. Mr. Pocock tetegraphed me that h& 
fed 100 in one day, which he did with very little material to 
Vork with ; had a tolerable supply of tin-cups, but had no 
spoons for his soup. He obtained volunteer help from one of 
^e regiments stationed near. 

** J&. Kennedy is also doing the same work at Kelly's Ferry 
with better accommodations. Mr. Eno informs me that he saw 
fam feed about 1 00 as they lay in ambulances, too badly wounded 
to get out, but compelled to wait for the boat. The passage from 
that point by boat to Bridgeport is made with little ccHnS)rt and 
reat exposure ; but it is luxurious when compared with the 

rmer dreadful ride in ambulances over the mountains, a dis- 
tance of some sixt^ miles ; climbing the most rugged mountain 
sides with great difficulty, and then going dbwn the other side 
as rocky, steep, and rugged ; the rocks so large in the path that 
ite patient who had become too exhausted to hold on to the 
sides of the ambulance, is from the motion dashed from side to 
side ; or if there are two, they are thrown alternately one upon 
the other. 

•* Col. Paine of the 124th O. V. I. shot through the thigh, 
was one of the thousands that took such a ride — and he assured 
me that he suffered ten thousand deaths — that he would much 
prefer death to such a ride again ; and he had no bones broken. 

" The ride now by river occupies about twelve hours, while 
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by the ambulances over the mountaiiiSy the average time I have 
been informed, was live jdajB, and sometimes much longer.'' 



We introduce this interesting record of the Commission'a 
work after the battle of Chickamauga, much abbreviated, though 
connected, believing that it cannot fail to present to the reader'a 
mind the best possible a/Mwer to the qaestion, ^^ whether, after 
all, there is any sober necesdty or fitness in this exertion to sus- 
tain an institution which aims to supplemetU Government sup^ 
plies for the aid or relief of the soldiers." 

But the battle of Chickamauga constituted but one act in the 
grand strat^ic drama of Generalship and soldierly heroism and 
sacrifice, that has given to the Federal forces in Tennessee and 
Virginia the key to the very fastnesses of the' rebellion. Just 
two months aft;er that first terrible conflict, the second great 
battle before Chattanooga crowned our arms with success, such 
as hardly finds a parallel in the history of modem wars. What 
the Inspectors and Relief Agents of the Sanitary Commission 
found to do on that battle-field, and subsequently in the hospi- 
tals and camps of that army, let ns'here briefly state. 

The Western Secretary, Dr. Newberry, as the witness and 
director of the Commission's work, there reported, under date 
of Dec. 7, 1863, as follows : 



^^ I have passed the last two weeks, from a tonr of inspection 
through the chain of agencies of the Commission which extend 
from Louisville to that point, it chanced, luckily enough, that 
I was at Chattanooga through all the exciting scenes of the r^ 
cent battles, and was able to contribute something to the success 
whi'lh attended the efforts of the Agents of the Conmiission to 
relieve the want& and sufferings of the wounded. 

^^ As you are doubtless impatient to learn more than you knonr 
of the recent impc^tant events to whidi I have referred, and 
more particularly now fully the Commission has sustained 
iti^ responsibilities, I hasten to make my report as promptly aa 
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possible, and Bhall make it as full as the great pressure of other 
duties will permit. 

. " As a pre-requisite to a dear imderstanding of the military 
operations, the work of the Commission in and about Chatta« 
nooga, atid a proper appreciation of the difficulties overcome, it 
is quite necessary that anyone should have gone over the ground 
himself." 

" Until I had been myself to Chattanooga, I had no just ap- 
preciation, even with description after description, of the daring 
and energy which had led General Rosecrans to follow, to the 
very heart of its mountain fastnesses, the retreating army of 
General Bragg; and after overcoming obstacles at first sight in- 
eurmonntable, to seize and hold the key to all the lines ot com- 
munication through this great mountain-labyrinth. 

" From near Tallahoma to Chattanooga, the whole interval is 
OGCupied with mountains of formidable height, terminating 
laterally in precipitous escapments, separated by deep and narrow 
valleys, over which even a footman finds his way painful and 
perilous. In justice to those who planned and executed the 
military movements prior and preparatory to the late victories, 
I must say that our people of the Northern States have no just 
conception of what our army has done and sufiered in reaching 
and holding Chattanoofi^a ; and I am sure if all could see what 
I have seen, of difficulties overcome, hardships endured, and 
privations so cheerfully sufiered, there would be much less than 
there has been of flippant criticism of the soldiers and the Gene- 
rals of the Army of the Cumberland." 

" Chattanooga itself must have been, before cursed and blasted 
by rebellion, one of the most charming places on the continent. 
It stands in the valley of the Tennessee, shut in on all sides by 

Eicturesque mountains, from a thousand to two thousand feet in 
eight, while the town itself is in part perched on eminences of 
two or three hundred feet, from which the lowlands, reaching to 
the base of the mountains, are all clearly visible. When, there- 
fore, I tell you that the last battles were fought in a semi-circle 
around the points of view in the plain or on the mountain side, 
never more than three miles distant, you will concede that those 
of us who were present enjoyed an opportunity of witnessing 
military evolutions — all the varied phases of attack and defence 
by artillery and infantry, of assault and repulse, of victory and 
defeat — such as has fallen to the lot of few since Priam watched 
the struggle between the Greeks and Trojajis from the walls of 
Troy. 
*^ Of the battles themselves, I do not now propose to say much, 
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as it will be foreign to my pnrpose, and they have already been 
described to you in the letters of Army Correspondents and the 
admirable telegraphic summary of General Meigs — so fully that 
it would scarcely be desirable, if possible. I, however, enclose 
a topographical map, which was made at Chattanooga, more full 
and accurate than any yet published. Wi|;h this and the de- 
scriptions you have at command, you will be able clearly to com- 
prehend the successive steps by wnich our army secured its final 
victory, and appreciate, in some measure, the daring bravery of 
our troops in scaling the heights of Lookout Mountain and Mis- 
sion Bidge. 

"My business, however^ is with the noble spirits who fell in 
these glorious charges, and it is with no ordinary satisfaction 
that I can say that, thanks to the proximity of the battle-fields 
to suitable receptacles for the wounded, and to the wisdom and 
energy displayed by the Medical OflScers, and last, not least, the 
prompt and potent aid that the Sanitary Commission with its 
abundant stores was able to render, none of those cases of neglect 
or protracted suffering which have been considered as insepar- 
able attendants upon the carnage and confasion of battle-fields, 
80 far as I know, were permitted to occur. I am quite sure that 
I do not exaggerate wnen I say that the wounded in no consi- 
derable battle since the war beean have been so well and promp- 
tly cared for ; and I can say also with equal confidence, that the 
aid rendered by the Sanitary Commission has never been more 
prompt and efficient, more heartily welcomed, or more highly 
appreciated. 

" Owing to the difficulties of transportation — difficulties which 
had prevented the issue of full rations to the army since the 
battle of Chattanooga — our stock on hand previous to the battle 
was not as large as I could have wished ; but we were accorded 
even more than our fiill share of such facilities for transport as 
were at command of the Quartermaster's Department, and fresh 
supplies of the most needed articles, including all the staple 
battle stores, continued to arrive, so that our warehouse was 
constantly replenished, and every requisition was promptly filled; 
Of concentrated beef, milk, stimulants of various kinds, com- 
presses, bandages, dried finit, vegetables, shirts and drawers, we 
had a sufficient supply to meet every demand. 

" In order that you may see precisely how our work was done, 
permit me to take up, in the order of their succession, the prin- 
cipal events connected with it during my stay at Chattanooga. 

" Toward midnight of Saturday, the 29th of November, in 
company with Dr. Sonle, I arrived at Kelly's Ferry, ten miles be- 
low Chattanooga. Here we were hospitably entertained by our 
agent, Mr. Sutliffe. As I shall have occasion to return to this 
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point in the course of tny narrative, I will for the present defer 
reference to the great good which he has been doing here. On 
Sunday morning we started for Chattanooga on foot. Kelly'» 
Ferry was at this time the head of navigation — ^the river bemg: 
blockaded above by the rebels — and dl supplies were trans^ 
ported from this point in wagons. As a consequence, we found the 
road blocked up for miles by trains goin^ and returning, all 
hurrying to accomplish their almost impossible duty of prevent- 
ing the army above from perishing by actual starvation. Cross- 
ing Baccoon Mountain, we came into. WiU's Valley, where we 
found Hooker's forces occupying the vantage ground gained by 
their night descent of the nver, and came into full view of the 
rebel encampments on the side, and rebel batteries on the sum- 
mit of Lookout Mountain. From the latter, from time to time^ 
came a puff of white smoke, and the sullen boom of the forty- 

}>ound rarrots, which had continued day after day to throw shells^ 
brtunately without practical result, sometimes into Chattanoo- 
sa above, sometimes into Will's Yalley below their commandinflr 
position DeBcending the vallej, we cVoesed the river at Brownl 
%Try, and traverBinI an isthmus some two miles in width, re- 
crossed the river to the town. At this time large detachments 
of Sherman's forces were leaving their encampment in Will's 
Valley and moving up the river, nobody knew whither. 

" In Chattanooga I found our Agency in charge of Mr. 0. 
Bead, occupying fine rooms which, with characteristic partiality, 
the authorities had assigned to our use by displacing the Chief 
of Police who had previously occupied them. Soon after my 
arrival I called on the Medical Director, Dr. Perin, by whom I 
was most cordially received, and was gratified to hear him exr 
press not only a high respect and appreciation for the Commift- 
eion, but bear strong testimony to tne value of our Agency at 
this point, to him and to the army, as well as to the energy and 
discretion of our chief representative, Mr. Bead. The corps of 
agents on duty here wero as follows : M. C. Bead, in charge ; 
Kev. W. F. Loomisj hospital visitor ; F. B. Crarey, store-keeper, 
with two detailed men as assistants ; M. D. Bartlett,^^nt of 
hospital directory ; A. H. Sill, transportation clerk. With Mr. 
Bead, I called at several of the headquarters, and from all the 
officials heard only kind words for the Commission, and assur- 
ances of their- readinees to co-operate with it by all means in 
their power." 

" On Sunday evening a large part of the 11th Army Corps 
came up from below, passed through the town, with three days' 
rations in their haversacks, and took their position, without tents 
0T baggage, in front of the fortifications. On Monday our forcea 
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moved out, formed in double Kne of battle, with a front several 
miles in length, posted reserves in the rear, threw out skirmish* 
ers, and made a general advance, taking possession of the first 
line of the enemv's entrenchments, and occupied Orchard Knob 
in the centre oi the valley, on which batteries were planted. 
This advance was made in excellent order, and the ambnlaucea 
following close in the. rear and through the skirmishing, ex- 
tended along the whole line. The number of wounded waa 
oomparativefy small, and they were immediately picked up and 
earned to the hospitals in time. On Tuesday, General Sher 
man having crossed the river three miles above, advanced, and 
without serious opposition took possession of the north end of 
Mission Kidge. 

On the morning of the same day General Hooker moved up 
from Will's Valley and attacked the rebel forces occupying 
Lookout Mountain, and by a most daring assault gained posses- 
sion of all the northern portion, with the capture of many pris- 
oners and the loss of 250 killed and wounded. The latter were 
immediately carried to the hospital established near his head- 
quarters, where they were well cared for by their own officers, 
supplies being sent to them from our depot at Kelly's Ferry near 
by. Earlv.the next morning Mr. Bead and Mr. Sill went down 
and saw that all the aid which the Commission could render 
was iurnished them. 

" On Tuesday night the north ends of Lookout Mountain and 
Mission Ridge were aglow with the camp-fires of oiir forces, and 
we had the satisfaction of knowing that by the brilliant achieve- 
ments of the morning the blockaoe of the river was raised, and 
advantages had been gained which promised important results 
in the impending struggle of the morrow. 

" Wednesday mommg our flag floated from the summit of 
Lookout, and our forces advanced on the rebel stronghold of 
Mission Eidge, from our right, left, and front. After much se- 
vere fiffhtinff on our left, in which Sherman's forces suffered very 
heavy loss, the rebel entrenchments along the base of Mission 
Bidge were stormed by our advancing nnes, and then began 
that perilous but glorious ascent of its slope of 1 ,000 feet at six 
different points, which so surprised and appalled the rebel garri- 
son, and has covered with glory the brave men who dared at- 
tempt it. After an hour of suspense, inexpressibly painful to 
tie thousands who were merely powerless spectak)r6, the summit 
was gained and held, the roar of the forty pieces of artillery 
which crowned it was suddenly silenced, and we knew that a 
great victory had been won. 

" Two wagons had been secured before hand, with which to 
transport stores to any point where they might be required ; but 
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no part of the battle-field being more tban three miles distant 
from headqnarters, and ample provision having been made by 
the Medical Director for the immediate removal of the wounded 
to hospital, they were held in readiness to use, if needed, while 
Mr. O. Read and myself, with a small supply of stores, went 
over to the battle-field along thu middle line of Mission Ridge, 
and Mr. Loomis went toward the northern end, to see if any 
help were required by the wounded of Sherman's Corps. By 
midnight all the Union wounded men on that part of the field 
which we visited had been transferred to hospital, and such of the 
rebels as remained in the houses to which they had been carried 
had received all the aid we could give them ; and so, at 1 o'clock, 
we returned to th^ town. Just as we arrived, Mr. Loomis came 
in and reported that the wounded of the 15th Army' Corps had 
all been gathered into the Division Hospitals, but that their ex- 
pected supplies had not ari'ived, and they were greatly in need 
of our assistance. A wagon load of milk, bee:^ crackers, tea, 
sugar, stimulants, dressings, &c., was immediately dispatched to 
them, and was, as may be imagined, of priceless value. 

** Early the next morning. Thanksgiving Day, Mr. Read and 
myself visited the hospitals of the 2d, 3d, and 4th Divisions of 
the 15th Army Corps, situated three miles up the river. The 
4th, containing the largest number of wounded (399), we foimd 
pretty well supplied, for the time being, with the stores we had 
sent up the night before ; but these were rapidly disappearing, 
and, at our suggestion, another load was sent for and received 
during the day. The 2d and 3d Division hospitals, situated on 
the bank of the river, containing respectively 75 and 230 pa- 
tients, had received, up to this time, no other supplies than such 
as had been carried in their medicine wagons, sufficient to meet 
the first wants of the wounded, but by this time almpst entirely 
exhausted. Just as I was offering to Dr. Rogers, the Surgeon 
in charge of the 3d Division hospital, the resources of the Sani- 
tary Commission, one of the assistant surgeons approached and 
said to him, ' Doctor, what shall we do ? Our supplies have not 
arrived ; our men are lying on the ground, with not blankets 
enough to make them comfortable. We've no stimulants, or 
dressmgs, or proper food. Now, if the Sanitary Commission 
only had an agent here, we should be all right.' I was happy 
to inform him that the spirit he invoked had come at his call, 
and when I promised that in an hour's time he should have con- 
centrated beef, milk, stimulants, dressings, fruit, vegetables, 
clothing, bedding, and some ticks stuffed with cotton, his satis- 
faction shone from every feature, and both he and the surgeon 
in charge spontaneously ejaculated, * Bless the Sanitary Commis- 
sion ' — an institution oi which they had abundant experience on 
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the Mississippi, where the kind and efficient ministrations of 
Dr. Warriner were remembered with pleasure and gratitude. 
At the 2d Division hospital I met two. old professional friends^ 
Dr. Potter, the Division Suigeon, one of the most efficient medi- 
cal men the service, and Dr. Messinger, formerly from Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The meeting, I think, was mutually pleasant, and 
Dr. rotter, who was just mounting his horse to follow his Divi- 
sion, expressed great satisfaction m leaving his men with some 
other resources than the light stock of supplies which thej had 
brought in their wagons Si the way from the Mississippi, and 
most of which must be immediately hurried to the advance, for 
other battles were impending. All these hospitals continued to 
be supplied from day to day with such things as were needed. 
******** 

" On Thanksgiving afternoon occurred the bloody fight 
at Einggold, in which we lost, in killed and wounded, 500 men. 
Most of those wounded were soon brought into Chattanooga, 
but our stores, which were promptly sent, and in abundancy, 
reached them in good time, and became of great value to them. 

" During the week succeeding these battles, through which I 
remained at Chattanooga, large quantities of stores were daily 
issued from our rooms to all the hospitals in the vicinity ; timely 
arrivals of the more important articles 'compensating for tlie 
heavy drafts made on our stock. Of the kind and quantity of 
goods thus issued, you will in due time, get a fall account from 
the storekeeper, Mr. Crary. 

The subsequent advance of our forces towards Knoxville was 
accompanied by two of the three steamers plying on the river, 
both loaded with supplies.- By this means our transportation 
was again reduced to its minimum, and for a few days, in com- 
mon with all departments of the army, we shall be able to get 
forward a smaller quantity of supplies thto could be advantage- 
ously used. We can calculate, however, upon a continuance of 
the cordial co-operation of Gen. Meigs, Dr.Terin, and the other 
military and medical authorities, and the good work which we 

have been doing will not be allowed to languish. 

« * * ** * * ^^ 

" I am sure that after the battle of Chattanooga there was 
neither the opportunity dor inclination, on the part of surgeons 
or nurses, to misappropriate stores furnished by the Sanitary 
Commission ; and the Metropolitan Police, who enabled us to 
distribute to the suflTerers the rare and much prized gifts of sound, 
fresh lemons; the loyal women who stitched the shirts and 
drawers, who rolled the bandages and made the arm-slings ; the 
Aid Societies and Branch Commissions who have sent us bo 
liberally of dried and canned fruits, of milk and beef, wine, 
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spirits, ale, bntter, tea, sugar, farina, codfish, and other precious 
■articles, which we were able to distribute in abundance — msj 
•rest assured that here, at least, they have accomplished all the 
great good which they had hoped oi them.'' 

While these means of relief were being thus widely and pru- 
dently administered to the wounded at Chattanooga aud along 
the line of dep6ts and hospitals between that place and Nash- 
,ville, agents from the Commission's Central D6p6t at Louisville 
were pressing forward with wagon trains of " sanitary stores " to 
Knoxville, and at the same time a reserved stock of choice hos- 
pital supplies was in readiness to be moved up the Tennessee 
River by the first boat or train that should go towards General 
Burnside's beleagured forces. December 6th, a Relief Agent, 
Mr. Strong, who had reached Knoxville by way of the river, re- 
ported as follows to Dr. Newberry : 



" You have little idea how badly the sick here need sanitaiy 
supplies. While there are about 1,800 patients, a third of whom 
Are wounded, the present supply is scarcely sufficient for one- 
half. The sick have nothing to eat but such as the common sol- 
dier in healtli receives. Stimulants, dried fruit, delicacies, &c., 
are above all very much needed. I will not specify in detail 
further, as the requisitions of surgeons enclosed are explicit. 
. "Sanitary stores should come with all pessible despatch. 
What will be done until your supplies arrive, I cannot say. I 
hope to get the ladies here interested in the matter of furnish- 
ing what bedding and clothes they can spare, while I may in- 
duce some from tue country to send in chickens, fruits, &c. But 
«very thing is very scarce. The two armies have exhausted 
this country. Your agents can appreciate the condition of 
affairs and send such articles and such amount as they see fit. 
But by all means let them come aoon.^^ 



Another Agent, Mr. Butler, who had gone forward fi*om 
Louisville with supplies early in November, and fi'om Camp 
Nelfion, Ky., Dec. 3d, succeeded in entering Knoxville, Deo. 
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aeth. An extract from Wb first report will serve to illustrate 
what such rdief work is, and what obstacles have to be en- 
eoantered in it : 



" Leaving Camp Nelson on the 3d, we reached the foot of 
* Big Hill ' at noon on the 7th, without trouble or adventure, 
notwithstanding that the guerrillas had appeared in Mount 
Sterling, Ky., and were frequently reportea in the vicinity ojf 
our train, we did not see them. We had been so far favored with 
« good road that we made moderate progress, but now the Big 
Sill was before us. The ascent, though only one mile, occu- 
pied two of the hardest days' work that we had yet known, and 
involved considerable destruction of mules, harness, and teams. 

" From the foot of Big ffiU, we look in vain for anything but 
rocks and ruts, consequently a few miles — from three to fifteen, 
suffice for a days' travel." 

" In nearly every house from the top of Big Sill I found that 
Boldiers in every d^ree of disease had been left upon the hospi- 
tality and care of the people. In one hoiise I found six soldiers 
occupying beds, and the constant attention of a widow lady, and 
her two daughters. The poor sick and weary men were unable 
to proceed any further, and these patriotic Samaritans, whose 
brothers were among our soldiers in the field, were, out of their 
seantv means, administering to their relief and comfort. 

" Having received intbrmation of such necessities before leav- 
ing Camplfelson, I had provided a quantity of beef extract, 
milk, crackers, an assortment of woolen under-wear, and sundry 
other things, which I found were actually required by men sick, 
hungry and naked. 

"I found Dr. Burd collecting these poor fellows and afibrd- 
ing all aid nossible within his power. He had procured a build- 
ing, which ne had made as comfortable as his resources would 
allow, and he strove arduously to make his miscellaneous Hos- 
pital as effective as the emergency demanded. I was gratified 
m being able to furnish him with a variety of stores for his sick 
patients, for I know him to be one of the kindest and most 
faitkful of men. 

" Daring the forenoon of the 16th inst., I reached a house on 
Lincamps Creek, and saw two men working at a coffin. 

" After some inquiries, I leartied that twelve days previously 
a soldier had stopped at the house, complaining of chronic diar- 
rhea and rheumatism. The people shared their morsel with 
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him, and employed their limited knowledge of Medicine for his 
relief. 

" The poor fellow also suffered with colic, which finally set 
in as an adjunct to his complicated disorders and tortured him 
until he threw his armor down for his long rest in a mountain 
grave. I desired the sergeanjb of the ffuard to ascertain hia 
effects, and finding only ninety cents, I threw the sum over to 
the poor family as a very small remuneration for their attention 
to the soldier. 

" Turning one day, a mile from the road, I found a grave, 
which, I was informed, contained six soldiers who had died in 
the neighborhood ; but no human scribe was found to register 
their names ere death made them oblivious to all but God. And 
BO it has been with many others, how many God only knows. 
But in tlie case of him whose rude coffin was being made before 
my eyes, I especially realized my duty to the soldier, although 
dead, and also to his parents. 

" I gleaned from tne family all the particulars necessary to 
advise his parents of his disease and death, and also the locality 
of his grave. I wrote at Barboursville to nis father, &c." 

" Before leaving Camp Pitman we obtained a new supply of 
mules, harness and wagon tongues, also a large amount of for- 
age. No event, except such as have become of common occur- 
rence, transpired until we passed through Cumberland Gap, on 
the 20th inst., when a rumor was afloat that no train would be 
allowed to pass on the direct road to Knoxville, as the rebcJb 
were infestmg that portion of the country. Bv the advice of 
the Post Commandant we took the Jacksboro road, though 
twenty miles further, as it was considered safe. 

" Leaving Cumberland Gap on the evening of 21st, we made 
better progress, while the forty guards, who had heretofore been 
employed m assisting the teams, were ordered by the officer in 
command, to march m advance of the train under wrmB^^ 

" Several encounters had taken place in our vicinity, between 
General Wilcox and Longstreet, only a few days previously, and 
others were pending, while the cannonading was distinctly audi- 
ble in our train. 

" There was marked anxiety among the guard to protect the 

train to Knoxville, as they knew the great need which existed 

in the hospital there." 
******** 

" On Mondav, the 28th instanrt, Mr. Crary arrived from Chat- 
tanooga with three hundred packages of select stores. Other 
shipments have been arranged from and by way of Chattanoo- 
ga. 
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At this period the ever faithful Inspector, Dr. Keed, waa 
with the army at Chattanooga, superintending the Commission's 
work there, December 25th, he forwarded by steamboat to 
Knoxville, 200 boxes of " sanitary stores," and before New 
Year, the Commission's supplies were coming forward from 
Bridgeport and Nashville with less delay, the Hospital train 
having resumed its full trips, and returning from Nashville wiA 
its cars loaded with stores from the Sanitary d6p6ts. Quarter- 
master-General Meigs, who was then in that field, had rendered 
all the aid in his power to facilitate the work and purposes of 
the Commission, but until the bridges had been rebuilt upon 
the river, and the railway trains were run directly to Chatta- 
nooga) sufficiency of transportation was an impossibility.* 

During the tedious months that had elapsed before supplies 
could be adequately provided at Chattanooga and Knoxville, 
scurvy, the inveterate pest of camps in such campaigns, had be- 
gun to manifest its various symptoms. At the beginning of 
winter Dr. Bead writes to Dr. Newberry : 

r 

** Now that the railroad is open to Chattanooga, I trust that 



* In a commiinicatioQ to the Ceptral Office of the Oommission, Dr. Newberiy 
wrote, at this period : 

"We lad the entire and hearty co-operation of the mi1it<ary and medical au- 
thorities, and yet vere, of course, compelled to share with them the inevitable 
necessities by ^vhich they were controlled. More than our shnre of transportation 
wa<4 granted at once, and when our first train of seventeen loaded wagons were 
included in the destruction of the three hundred loaded with Government stores 
another train of twenty wagons whs ordered for us, and from that time Xo the 
opening of the river we fully shared all the resources of the military and medical 
authorities. On the first trip of the steamboat, by the authority of Genend Meigs 
himself, who was there, we were allowed to make up a liberal share of its load 
and from that time to this, by special and comprehensive orders, we have beeo 
furnished with a regular allotment of transportation of a car-load a day from 
Kashville to Chattanooga. From hen toe f one irded all and more than could by any 
.pouibiHtif reach the teeue of enffering, la addition to the verj liberal stock held 
in reserve at Nashville and below previous to the battle, we have since forwarded 
there over 6,000 packages." 

13 
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80on the more pressing wants of the sick will be relieyed. Then 
will come the question of furnishing a supply of fresh Tegetables, 
which must be done, or scurvy in all its Protean forms will 
come ; it is already upon us. The hardships and privations en- 
dured by the Army of the Cumberland, since the battle of Chick- 
amauga, have produced such changes in the constitution, that 
the wounds of the battle of Chattanooga have been far more 
fatal than those of Chickamauga. 

" Scarcely one case of amputation of the thigh has recovered, 
and all wounds, while they have had more care, have been more 
serious ; comparatively slight wounds have been fatal. To obvi- 
ate this in part, the Medical Director is desirous that hospital 
fardens be mside at Chattanooga, Tullahoma, and Murfrees- 
oro'. He has given me a list of the garden implements and 
staple garden seeds which he desires the Commission to pur- 
chase, and forward to Chattanooga as soon as possible. Onions 
and peas can be advantagtously planted as soon as the middle of 
February. 

" I have promised him that the Commission will aid him in 
procuring all that may be wanted in either place. And while 
writing tnis, I have received a similar request from Dr. J. Moses, 
Medical Director in Murfreesboro'. He says: 'We are now 
commencing our arrangements for a garden at this post. May 
I ask if we can obtain seed, ifec, &c., from your Commission." 



Immediately the Inspector set about the duty of extensive 
official inquiry concerning the demand for anti-scorbutic sup- 
plies, and also to what extent the scorbutic taint was receiving 
the attention of Surgeons and Commissaries. Good results 
could not fail to flow from such inquiries, for they not only 
helped to keep alive the vigilant attention of military officers in 
reference to the importance of the subject, but the aid of the Sani- 
tary Commission was invoked on every hand. General Hooker 
sent to the Sanitary d6p6t at Bridgeport for eighty barrels of the 
Murfreesboro' potatoes, and Medical Officers urged the enlarge- 
ment and continuance of the Commision's supplies of anti-scor- 
butics. The following extract from a letter which was ad- 
dressed to Inspector Bead, by a distinguished Medical Inspector 
of the army, Dr. E. H. Coolidge, proves the justice of the esti- 
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mate whicli is placed upon the work in which he found the Com- 
mission's Agents engaged in Eastern Tennessee ; 

* 

" Doctor, — I am on my return to Washington, from an in- 
spection of the hospitals and troops at and near Knoxville, and 
would represent to you that, in ray opinion, the Sanitary Com- 
mission can do a great deal of good, by sending to that point 
anti-scorbutics and garden seeds.^ 

" The troops are comparatively healthy, but they have been 
deprived of vegetables so long, that there is danger of scurvy ; 
indeed some of the premonitory signs of that disease are now 
appitrent. 

" In reply to your note of inquiry, I have to state, that raw 
potatoes, sliced and pickled, or preserved in molasses, are an ex- 
cellent anti-scorbutic. Indeed, when I have the fresh potatoe 
and can have it cooked, I prefer using it raw, sliced and dressed 
as salad, for my scorbutic patients. 

" I have advised the Medical Director at Knoxville to have 
one garden made for the hospitals in that city, which now ac- 
commodates 2,500 patients. I have also advised that gardens 
be made for the troops now in winter quarters in the vicinity of 
Knoxville, even though there be no possibility of the troops re- 
maining long enough to reap the fruit of their labor ftirther than 
relates to early greens, such as lettuce, turnip-tops, spinach, 
radishes, mustard, &c. 

" The seeds most needed are lettuce, beets, turnips, tomatoes, 
radishes, spinach, mustard, pea, early cabbage, onion sets, com, 
potatoes, and a general suppy are wanted." 

^ « « « « ^ ^ 

Testimony and urgent requests upon this subject are being con- 
tinually received by the Sanitary Commission,* and help to give 



* The follow iDg extracts give further illustrations of the practical value and 
necessity of the Saoitarj supplies furnished by the Commission : 

" Headq'rs 1st Beig. 8d Div. 14th A. C, ) 
"Chattanooga, January 4, 18(54. ) 
^' Dear Sir, — ^The accompanying document of Dr. Whitford, my Brigade Surgeon, 
induced me to address myself to you, asking for vegetables. 

" It is important to heal the sick, but it is just as important, and more so, to pre- 
serve the healthy from sickness. We have not seen vegetables since the battle of 
Chickamauga, September 20th, 1868, and although the health of my brigade was 
excellent at that time, it is bow shattered to such an extent, that Scurvy com- 
, mences — and once that plague breaks out, its ravages will be tremendous if not 
stayed in time. 
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ghape and energy ta its well-formed purposes of Sanitary care. 
It was not alone the twenty thousand men m hospitals after the 



" We ha7e now fifteen cases of scurvy in camp, and aboat fifty cases showing 
signs of it But this is nothing compared with the fact that hundreds are predis- 
posed to it, and liable at any moment to be covered with sores, and be unfit for 
duty. It is a sad state of things, produced by dire military necessity. 

'* Next spring will be tt* lling on our numbers, if the troops are without regp- 
tables till then. A good many men, whose limbs were amputated after the last 
battle, died from exhaustion, they being too weak to withstand the shock. We 
hope tht our communication will be bettered, and that before long we will be gen- 
erously supplied with vegetables. But before that time comes, your supply of 
vegetables for this eonmiand will be gratefully appreciated. 

" Very respectfully, I remain yours, Ac. 

** F. B. TuBCHiw. 
''Brig.-Qeo. Commanding. 
"ToDa. A.N. Read. 

" Sanitary Commission, Chattanooga." 

" Cbattanoooa, Tknw., Jan. 4, 1864* 
" General, — ^In compliance with your request to be furnished with a statement 
of the sanitary condition of the 1st Brigade, I beg leave to submit the following : 

" From the reports furnished by the regiments composing this Brigade, I find 
that the general health of the men is as good as at any time since the organization, 
but owing to the total exclusion of yegetables, from the short supply of rations 
furnished the men for the^ast three months, and insufficient supply of wood 
to make them comfortable, I find that twelve or fifteen marked cases of scurvy 
have already been reported, and a large number who are beginning to show 
symptoms of that disease, and. in fact, nearly all the camp diarrhoea we are now 
having throughout the different regiments, partakes more or less of the scorbutic 
character. This is plainly shown by marked improvement in their condtion, by 
having a few day's supply of vegetables furnisi*ed by the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission, and could there be a liberal supply of vegetables furnished for all the 
men, scurvy would soon disappear, and all other diseases which originate in an 
impoverished condition of the blood I would, therefore, urgently request that 
means be taken to procure the kind of diet so much needed to make our men 
efficient, and able to render good service by the opening of the spring cam- 
paign. 

•J. H. Whitpobd, 
"Senior Surgeon 1st Brigade. 
*'To J. a ToaoHDr, Brig.-Gen." 

"GRNaBAL Field Hospttai., ) 
'* Chattanooga, January 7th, 1864. ) 
" Doctor, — T have to state, in answer to your inqurpy, that the chief necessity 
for sick and wonnded men at this point is a supply of vegetable food, milk, butter, 
and similar articles, and that the principal cause of the mortality from gangrene. 
Pyemia, and allied diseases, is due to impoverished blood, the consequence of de- 
fective nutrition. 

*' I am, Doctor, very truly, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" Roberts BAaTHOLOw, 
** AssH Snrgeon U. S. A., in cliarge. 
** Dr, Read, Sanitary Commission." 
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battles of Chickamauga and Cliattan6oga who needed sanitary 
supplies from the Commission ; a few weeks elapsed, and then 
the occasion for battle-field relief and special aid to the wounded 
became far less important than the supplying of antiscorbutics 
to the camps. Upon evidence like that furnished in the follow- 
ing official statements, the Western Agents of the Commission 
have set about their work at the beginning of the year 1864 : 

" Office Medical Dieectok, 11th Cobps, ) 
" Lookout Valley, Tenn., Jan. 11, 1864. ) 

" Sir, — In accordance with your desire expressed during your 
visit on the 6th ult., I take pleasure in laying before the Sanitary 
Commission through you, the following statement of the hygie- 
nic condition of the 11th Army Corps, and earnestly solicit any 
assistance that the Commission may be able to furnish. 

'^ Reports from regimental medical officers show an alarming 
increase of sickness during the last month, the number daily ex- 
cused from duty on this account, varying from five to fifteen per 
cent, of the efl^ective force, while the number prescribed for, of 
course much exceeds this. The principal disease, that indeed 
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•* Offiobrb' Hospital, 
"Chattanooga, Oct. 26, 1868. 
''In th« midst of the confusion and suffering immediately after the battle of 
Chickamauga, the Sanitary Commission came nobly to the rescue; nourished 
the wounded and famished soldier, pillowed his weary head, and by their timely 
aid saved many valuable lives. 

*«P. C. BVBNB, 

''As8*t Surgeon U.S. A., in chaige." 

• 

- "Hospital No. 2. ) 

"Ohattanoooa, Oct. 26, 1868. ) 
'* It is with feelings of the deepest gratitude and admiration that I recall to 
mind the donations from the Sanitary Commission to this Hopital immediately 
alter its opening. 

*' After the battles of the 19th and 20th ult., outside this city, the wounded 
were brought in in thousands, and this Hospital, in common with the rest, was 
filled to overflowing. Here was a state of affairs suddenly brought about, and 
to be immediately provided for — and here was the Sanitary Commission — here 
the houc of need^^it was an oasis in the desert Here we received from it 
dressings for our wounded men, wines, clothing, aud several luxuries and ne- 
cessaries. No one who at this time witnessed the timely and material aid of the 
H. S. Sanitary Commission, but must say, ' It is truly a heavenly Institution — 
may heaven bless and preserve its supporters.' 

"PsTxa H. Clcabt, 
•'Surgeon U. S. V., in charge." 
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which, in its prevalence, its obstinacy tinder treatment, and its 
frequent fatal termination, becomes our most dangerous adver- 
sary, is chronic diarrhea. "Within the last three months, the 
14l8t N. T. v., has lost from this cause six per cent, of its 
^gregate strength present, while the mortality in the 143d N. 
x. V. is even greater than this, amounting to twenty-five deaths 
since the 1st of November, 1863, to an average strength of 450 
men. Of those remaining, 174 are reported sick by Assistant- 
Surgeon Craft. Some ot these have died in corps hospital, some 
in camps ; and it has been observed as a strange and enigmati- 
cal feature of the disease, that its victims have been the sturdi- 
est and ruggedest men in the regiment. No eflfect whatever has 
resulted from the various plans of treatment tried. Some of the 
men did duty up to the hour of death, and several surgeons 
have expressed their astonishment, that so near their end, men 
could display the muscular force they do. Such is not the char- 
acter nor course of ordinary camp diarrhea, and it leads one 
to seek some complication which may explain it." 

" Though few cases of positively marked scurvy were reported, 
the symptoms of the scorbutic blood-poison, the peculiar gums, 
the hemorrhagic cachexia, the want of union in new, and the 
re-opening of old wounds, listlessness and hebetude, the purpura! 
discoloration of the skin, etc., were noted in very many of the 
regiments present. 

" The type of disease is low, the fevers of malarial and sporadic 
character rapidly assuming a typhoid aspect, and the general 
appearance of the men, especially in the regiments compara- 
tively lately enlisted, is depressed. They are in need of clothing 
and blankets. Many have no change of clothing, nor have had 
for many weeks ; consequently they are filthy in the extreme. 
This is especially the case with the 33d New Jexsey. 

" All the hospital stores of this regiment — and it came out ex- 
cellently provided by State authorities — were lost in the Ten- 
nessee river by the capsizing of the boat in which they were. 
Shoes, blankets and pants have not yet been fttmished in suffi- 
cient quantity by the Quartermaster s department, and changes 
of stockings, shirts and drawers are generally wanted. The 
Commissary Department is tasked to its utmost to furnish the 
absolute necessaries of life, and there have been no issues of 

Eotatoes or onions since our return fi-om the fall campaign. A 
mited supply of beans and rice has as, far as I am aware, been 
the only issue of dry vegetables, and one three-fourths ration of 
wkiskey partially distributed, the only issue of spirits in the 
same time. The amoimt of fresh meat furnished has also been 
limited. 
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^ The following extracts from the reports of different regi- 
mental surgeons, will illustrate our present condition. 

" 'Not over one-third of our men have a change of under cloth- 
ing, and not one-half have suiBScient clothing to keep them warm 
while on duty ; nearly or quite all are compelled to do their 
cooking in parts of old worn-out canteens,' — (Surgeon Spooner, 
61st O. V. I.) 

" ^ Diarrhoea prevails to an'alarming extent and of a character 
not to be controlled, to any great extent, by medicines. About 
two-thirds of the whole command are more or less affected by it. 
The rations are scanty and ill-cooked, scarcely any vegetables 
being furnished,' (Report of Asst. Surgeon Matthews, 143d 
N. Y. V.) 

^' ' For nearly a year no full rations of vegetables have been 
issued to the 141st N. T. V. During this time vegetables have 
not been issued in one- tenth the quantities allowed bv army re- 

fulations to men in the field. The men have lost their relish for 
ard-bread and bacon. Their blood is impoverished and symp- 
toms of scorbutus appear. When they get sick, it is impossi- 
ble to treat them with desirable success, &om this cause.' (Ee- 
poii of Surgeon Blake, 141st N. T. V.) 

" * The prevailing disease is diarrhea and other affections of 
the alimentary canal, which can be traced directly to the in- 
sufficiency and irregularity of rations and cooking and particu- 
larly to having been vrfthout vegetables.' Report of Surgeon 
Hubschman, 26th Wis. Volunteers.) 

" * An unusually large number of our men are suffering from 
diarrhea, and of that character over which medicine seems to 
have but little controL 

" ^ We can attribute this condition only, I think, to an im- 
poverished condition of blood, caused by an improper and scanty 
diet.' (Report of Asst. Surgeon Hoag, 134th N. T. V.) 

" I would not have you Siink that this is owing to any lack 
of efficiency in the officers managing Quartermaster and Com- 
missary departments, for I am convinced, that as far as those in 
this corps are concerned, no exertion has been spared and no 
trouble avoided to remedy it, but such are the facts, and I state 
them plainly, in order to explain the present sanitary condition 
of the corps, and to lay its claims fairly before the Sanitary 
Commission. 

" The articles that are imperatively needed both as prophy- 
lactics, with the well, and remedies with the ill, are potatoes, 
onions, vinegar, soft-bread, dried and subacid fruits, fermented 
cabbage, pickles, soup, and spirits, in diet; and shoes and 
under- clothing of all kinds ; in quantities sufficient to restore a 
normal functional action, and furnish healthy blood for several 
thousand men. 
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'^ Until tills climge is effected, tlie sni^een must continue to 
witness his most approved remedies fail,, and all his cases one by 
one approach an inevitably fatal termination. It is the nnani- 
mous opinion of all the medical officers, that no symptoms of 
improyement are manifesting themselves, and that on the con- 
trary, the hygienic condition of the corps is deteriorating day by 
day. We need help and we need it soon, and I cannot relrain 
from repeating my earnest solicitations to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion through yon, that early efforts be made to provide, at least 
to some extent, for these onr urgent necessities. 1 am aware how 
many appeals for aid the Commission receives, but 1 am also 
aware how nobly it responds to them, and this it is that embold- 
ens me to state onr wants plainly, and perhaps with some im- 
portunity. 

" I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

" D. G. Brinton, Surgeon U. S. V., 

" Medfcal Director 11th Army Corpa, 
" A. N. Bead, Sanitary Commission, 
"Nashville; Tennessee.*' 



Scattered and wasted by the continued presence or transit ol 
vast armies the entire region of the Tennessee and the Cumber- 
land Sivers, as well as the regions southward from them, 
no longer supplies the means of healthful subsistence to the 
armed forces, nor even to the fixed population of these districts. 
All the able-bodied male population, even to the boys, appear 
to have gone into the ranks of the army. And now, with 
numbers vastly augmented, our forces are pressing onward to 
finish up the business for which they left their homes. But an- 
other year of toil is before them, and while some must inevita- 
bly fall in stem conflict with the enemy in battle, the Medical 
Officers and the Sanitary Commission see and prepare against 
perils more certain and more dreaded than rebel sabres and 
cannon. The latest intelligence from the great field in Tennes- 
see, Northern Georgia, ^id Alabama, received just as this 
volume is going to press, reads as follows : . 
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" TJ. S« Sanitaby CoMMissioMr, ) 
" Chattanooga, February 24. J 
**Dr. J. S. Newbebbt: 

" My Dear Sir, — ^I am able to report some progress in garden 
arrangements, but it is after great tribulation, for all eftorts of 
oflScisQs, Medical Director, and others, failed. But to-night 
eight good men are encamped on the grounds selected for the 
garden, with twelve horses and harness, one wagon, ploughs, a 
tent and necessary fixtures for camp-keeping, and now the 
plouffhs are to start in the morning surely. I have work which 
will Keep me busy to-morrow, in receiving additional material 
and orders, and the next day I shalhendeavor to go out through 
the lines with a wagon and guard, and procure half a dozen 
more ploughs, for the time is slipping away so fast that it is in- 
dispensable that a large force be put to work. 

" The seed I have sent for will be needed as soon as it can be 
got through, and I hope that you will not be frightened at my 
large estimate, but send it all. I will see that it brings forth, 
some forty, some sixty, and some a hundred fold. 

" I believe I wrote you in regard to that large vineyard. 
There are in it 14,400 bearing vines (Catawba), and our garaener 
says it can be made to yield about 130,000 pounds of grapes this 
year, if it is a fair bearing season. I told him that he must raise 
this year's and next year's crops this season, and I see by his 
talk ne knows how to do it. Of course, it will spoil tfie vine- 
yard for a couple of years, but the crop is needed now. 

" I have had to make myself personally responsible to the 
Quartennaster for all the Government property turned over to 
us — horses, harness, wagons, tents, spades, shovels, axes, &c. — 
BO you see that I am dipping in pretty freely." 

«M. CEead." 



" U. S. Santtaby Commission, ) 
" Chattanooga, February 29, 1864. ) 
" Db. J. S. Newbebby : 

" Dear Sir, — Yours of the 25th was received to-day, and shall 
have as prompt attention as possible. * * * 

" To-day it rained too much to plough. To-morrow, I think, 
if pleasant, we shall have nine ploughs running. I have twelve 
horses in the camp, and shall take out ten to-morrow. To ob- 
tain teams seems the great difficulty. General Thomas' Adju- 
tant and Chief Quartermaster both said it was not possible to 
spare a single horse or mule for ploughing, and to avoid a fail« 
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Dure, I have culled the best from the. convalescent corralls, and as 
I work'them with convalescent soldiers, everything correspondg. 

"M. O.Eead." 

" U. S. Sanitabt Commission, ] 
" Kkoxvuxe, Tenn. March 1, 1864:. ) 
^ Db. J. S, Newbebby, Sec'y West. Dep't : 

" Dear Sir, — The bearer, Mr. Wm. M. Culbertson, who is in 
the employ of the Commission, I have sent to you for the pur- 
pose of procuring a supply of seeds and implements for a garden 
at this place. He is a practical gardener, and will be able to 
give you all the necessary information respecting our plans. 
we propose to have put under cultivation from 50 to 75 acres, 
and if it meets your approbation, to have him superintend it. 
I think it very important to have a garden at this place. All 
the potatoes, onions, and other vegetables we can raise here, will 
save a vast amount of transportation and expense. 

" Enclosed I send you a request of the Medical Director, with 
the proper endorsements. 

"1 should have moved in this matter earlier had we not been 
in so unsettled a state in military affairs. Now that Longstreet 
has retired, and our army advanced, we can go on with the work 
without molestation. 

" Mr. Culbertson will confer with you respecting some ploughs 
that are here belonging to parties in Louis^olle. 

"Vegetables and all eatables are very much needed here. 
You cannot send too many potatoes and onions, also krout. 
Good ale is much wanted in hospitals. We want all the socks 
you can send. The Government are wholly destitute of them. 
Should like some shoes, hats, and pants. It may soon be neces- 
sary to establish a post in front. 

" M. M. Seymoue, M. D." 

The soldier, the surgeons, and our best Generals, acknowledge 
ihat the Sanitary Commission is in earnest, and there is every 
reason to believe that there will be but little rest either to the 
Army of the Great Valley, or to the Sanitary oflSeers in it, until 
the war is ended. 

Sanitary Work <m the Mississippi amd Westwa/td. — Imme- 
diately after the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, General 
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Grant's forces were sent in various directions, both eastward and 
westward, but they were everywhere exposed to the malarious 
influences of the districts they traversed, as well as to occasional 
want of fresh vegetables in their subsistence stores. The sick 
and wounded were mostly ordered to Northern hospitals, yet 
there remained within the Department then commanded by 
General Grant, from 6,000 to 8,000 patients at the beginning of 
September. The " Cla/raBeUi' the " Durdeath,'^ and the "/m- 
peridl^'^ were in service as " Sanitary steamers," conveying sup- 
plies from the Commission's depots at Louisville, Cairo, and 
Memphis, down the river. The "Western Secretary, himself a 
veteran campaigner, anticipated the perils of malarious expo- 
sures to which the patients along the Mississippi, as well as the 
military forces there, were exposed, and sent forward timely 
shipments of quinine bitters, for prophylactic use under direc- 
tion of the medical oflScers. By advice from General Grant, 
immediately after the capitulation of Port Hudson, the agent of 
the Commission sent down to General Banks' forces a cargo of 
fresh vegetables, &c., and when the expeditions were ordered up 
the Arkansas and the White Rivers, the military authorities 
provided a steam -transport for the Commission's "sanitary 
stores." Dr. "Warriner, the Inspector, writing from Vicksbuig, 
under date of September 9th, 1863, says : 

" I have secured an order for a boat to take the place of the 
Dunleith. The boat is here and will be turned over to me in 
the morning. I wrote you, three days ago, the diflSculties in the 
way of such an order growing out of the necessity of sending 
troops to reinforce General Steele. And the order has this pro- 
viso, that the boat shall be used, in the present emergency, for 
the transportation of troops up the river to some point not di- 
vulged. 1 shall, nevertheless, put aboard such stores as we can 
spare from this point and accompany the expedition. I have 
invited Mr. Plattenberg, agent of the Western Sanitary Com- 
mission, to add what ne can and go with me. He accepts. 
Should the troops be disembarked this side of Helena, we shall 
run the boat at once up. the White Eiver. Otherwise we may 
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go on to Memphis and complete a load there first. We shall 
not have much in quantity and but a small variety of stores to, 
spare from here. This brings me to mention the stores that are 
exhausted here, and which form a great part of what we are ao- 
customed to issue. They are in constant demand — many of 
them of first-rate importance, as follows : 

" Farina, com starch, canned milk, arrow root, canned fruits, 
liquors, spices, pickles, soda, butter, raspberry vinegar, pillow 
cases, socks, comforts, slippers and bed sacks. 

" The quinine bitters, as I anticipated, was a great hit. I 
should deem it a capital investment to purchase as much more 
at once, and prepare in the same manner. Not a surgeon here 
was using the article as a prophylactic, and not one but highly 
appreciates its importance as such. The Government supply 
remains, and will continue, inadequaU.^^ 



Sept. 12th : 

" The expedition to Arkansas, including the Sanitary steamer 
Clcura BeU^ has just moved from here. 5r. Fithian arrived just 
in time to take charge of the stores and relieve me for more im- 

Eortant work here. I put on the boat 24 barrels crackers, 22 
arrels dried fruit, 10 barrels quinine bitters, 20 boxes concen- 
trated beef, 5 boxes codfish, 1 box fans, 1 box coffee, 6 boxes 
lemon syrup, 5 caddies tea, 144 sheets, 375 pairs drawers, 500 
shirts, 200 towels, 500 handkerchiefs, 3 kegs crushed sugar, 1 box 
pepper, 1,100 pillows, 36 quilts, 130 pads, and 236 pillow cases. 

* ^f * a j)j. yjthian has full instructions to carry 
out the programme mentioned in my last respecting the move- 
ment of the boat. * U. 8. Sanitary Commission ' is already 
nailed to the vessel. 

" I shall proceed to set the Hospital Directory going here. Ke- 
ports* of disbursements for July and August are nearly finished 
Tone is sick again, and the other boys nearly so. So we go. 
« « « « « « « 

" Dr. Fithian brings a good report of affairs from Natchez. 
He also brings Hospital Directory report and report of disburse- 
ments there for August. The agency commenced operations 
there on the 6th." ^♦T***** 

« 
Before the end of September, the Inspector who went with 

these stores for General Steele's expedition, wrote to the Com- 

mififiion: 
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" I am happy to report to you the successfiil and expeditions 
accomplishment of our trip up White River, to the Arkansas 
expedition under General 8tet;le. We were not of the sunk, 
burned, or captured, as reported in newspapers. We left Mem- 
phis on the 17th, and returned yesterday. It was a trip of 800 
miles, half of which was in the diflScult and dangerous stream of 
White River. Our stores consisted of 1 53 barrels, 227 boxes, 3 
kegs, in all 390 packages, being all that could be spared, and 
gathered on board at Vicksburg, Memphis and Helena. The 
troops and sick of the expedition are K)und to be at Helena, 
Duvall's Bluff and Little Rock." 
« # #'« * « « « 

" I found that our advanced Sanitary supplies, taken from 
Helena by Dr. Casselberry, medical director, were well disbursed 
and appreciated, and that the lot of stores subsequently brought 
there from the Western Commission were opportune, yet but 
partially disbursed. The gunboats then had received no sup- 
plies, and many articles were -still wanted in the General Hos- 
pital. Our stores on the Clara Bell supplied what was needed 
there and at Little Rock. We left on the morning of the 23d, 
safely reached Memphis on the 25th^ and are now duly proceed- 
ing up the river to Cairo for another and full load of stores for 
the lower Mississippi, as instructed by Dr. Warriner. 

" The Sanitary boat Imperial had left Memphis before we 
arrived, and passed the mouth of White River the night before 
we came out. She left no supplies at Memphis or Helena, and 
will discharge all her load, I suppose, at Vicksburg." 

♦ * * le,** « * 

At the end of the year 1863, another Agent reports : 



" The Sanitary steamer Clara Bell left Cairo on the evening 
of November 20th, with orders from Dr. Warriner to proceed 
to Vicksburg and Natchez, supplying intermediate points, and, if 
there still remained a stock sufficient to justify sucn a course, to 
go on to New Orleans. 

"The cargo consisted of 939 barrels, 673 sacks, 215 boxes and 
33 kegs, mostly vegetables and in very bad order ; nearly one- 
half the packages being broken before finally stored. 

" The boxes especially were many of them large and un- 
wieldy, containing from six to twelve bushels of vegetables, and 
after the amount of rough handling to which they were neces- 
Barily subjected in the process of transportation irom Chicago 



206 



to some point on the Mississippi below Cairo, were generaDy 
shattered and broken. 

" The practice of putting vegetables in old dry goods boxes, 
is always attended with considerable loss, to say nothing of in- 
convience in handling. 

'* At Memphis I left about one hundred and fifty packages, 
this being thought sufiicient to last until more would be received 
from Cairo. 

" The demand for sanitary stores at Memphis is slowly de- 
creasing, one hospital (church) having been discontinued, an- 
other (union) having received orders for breaking up, and four 
more (Webster, Washington, Jefferson and OflScers^) being ex- 
pected soon to follow. There will still remain to be supplied 
four large general hospitals (Overton, Adams, Gayoso and Jack- 
son), besides the post and regimental hospitals of the 16th Army 
Corps. The supply was very limited, and I regretted that I 
could only assist them in the matter of vegetables. 

" At Helena I left thirty sacks of vegetables. Dr. Weeks, 
Medical Director thinking that quantity sufficient for present 
use. 

" At Skipwith's landing and Milliken's Bend are several regi- 
ments of colored troops, but these places being in direct and 
regular communication with Yicksburg, from which point they 
were in the habit of drawing supplies, none were left there. 

" At Vicksburg I found a large supply of vegetables. * * 
* * Mr. Benson was issuing onions to regiments for gen- 
eral use, at the rate of one bbl. to fifty men." 

" Between Natchez and New Orleans supplies were furnished 
to the gunboats Osage^ ChUicothe^ Choctaw^ Lafayette and 
Champion. Receipts for the articles thus issued were left at 
Vicksburg , and will appear among the distributions of that de- 
pot. 

" The remainder of the cargo (about 1,500 packages) was de- 
livered to Dr. Blake in New Orleans. The vegetables were con- 
sidered a Godsend, this being the first adequate supply he had 
received. Dr. Blake informs me that vegetables for the De- 
partment of the Gulf will have to be brought down the Missis- 
sippi, the loss in transporting them by sea being too great to 
justify that method of s hipm ent. Other articles can be better 
supplied fi-om the East. W hile the Cla/ra Bell was in port, he 
received a large shipment fi'om New York." 

Thus the work went on in that department during the be- 
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ginning of winter, and, on the 17tli of Fetruaiy, the Inspector^ 
at Memphis wrote to the Commission : " Our boat, the Missis^ 
sijjfpiy has just arrived here. She left Cairo at 7 P. M., yester- 
day." * * * * « Our shipment to Vicksbuig 
will be most timely. Ahready over two thousand sick and 
wounded have accumulated there, and wounded are arriving all 
the while from the advance, skirmishes being of daily occur- 
rence. At this place there are two thousand five hundred sick 
in hospitals. Our rooms are quite bare of bed-clothing. Bed- 
ticfa, sheets, drawers, and pillows, are the only dry goods on 
hand. These are in fair abundance for the present. I leave 
Borne 160 packages, mostly barrels of vegetables. Vicksburg 
promises to become once more, for a season, a main base of sup- 
plies. I shall probably leave the larger part of my cargo there. 
The residue will go on to New Orleans. The demand for 
vegetables there is very pressing." 

The people in the State of Maine had contributed large quan- 
tities of potatoes and other vegetables to the Commission, which 
were shipped by the cargo to New Orleans, but similar supplieB 
that were sent down the Mississippi from the Western Depart- 
ment were most timely. At the same time the Chief Inspector 
of the Sanitary Commission, in General Banks' Department, 
having fitted up the steamer Zaurel HUl as a Hospital Trans- 
port, to ply upon the Mississippi, was enabled to receive by that 
vessel return cargoes of " sanitary stores," from Cairo and the 
Northwest. Thus the labors and the "sanitary stores " of the 
Western Department, over which Dr. Newberry presides, har- 
moniously meet and commingle upon the lower Mississippi with 
those of the Eastern Department, over which Mr. Knapp pre- 
sides. The work is one, the purpose one, and the results one, 
harmoneous and national. And these characteristics have become 
so apparent as to disarm and dispel the petty jealousies and the 
tendency to " State exclusiveness," that for a year or two had 
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been Beriously threatening to diminish the utility of the popular 
Bympathies and spontaneous contributions of the people. State 
Agents, for relief of State troops, have found the National Sani- • 
tary Commission already disbursing equal and impartial aid and 
means of succor to the soldiers from every State, as Federal 
troops, and into the common depots and channels of this Com- 
mission, the several States and their speciaj Agents now most 
gladly pour their gifts ; and the special Commission that was 
organized at St. Louis, under General Fremont, while it has 
brought into the work of humane succor and sanitary aid 
vast resources and the long continued and energetic personal 
labors of such noble philanthropists as Mr. Teatman and Eev. 
Mr. Eliot, has earnestly and often co-operated most opportunely 
with the Agents of the Central Commission. The loyal forces, 
and refugees in Kansas and Arkansas have not been overlooked 
a permanent agency of the Commission, under the care of Mr. 
Brown and Dr. Slocum being long established at Leavenworth, 
and, through Medical Officers and otherwise, the troops at Little 
Rock and along the Arkansas and White Eivers, "sanitary 
stores " from the Sanitary Commission are being continually re- 
ceived and disbursed. 

The great central chaniiel of our national commerce is again 
open to the use of the long line of States which before the 
rebellion proudly claimed it as the grand avenue of mutual 
wealth and a trusted material bond of Federal unity. Bescued 
from disloyal rule by military valor in battles that live in his- 
tory, that great channel of the Mississippi will be guarded by 
forces that will never yield any portion of its course to insurg- 
ent obstruction, though for more than a thousand miles our 
most trusty troops must, for this purpose, continue to brave the 
perils of its malarious flanks of bayous and bottom lands. Tl:e 
Commission has thoughtfully foreseen this, and is now pre- 
paring for such sanitary service and aid as may be required. The 



Medical DepartmeRt and the Government at Washington are 
preparing for the better care of the Colored troops in that re- 
gion, and the Commission has appointed a special Inspector to 
investigate and report the wants of that important class of the 
National forces in the Great Valley. 

L 

State of the Sanitary Commission^ 8 work in the Department 
of the Gulf. — The large cargo of " sanitary stores " that was sent x 
forward with General Banks' expedition, was advantageonsly 
applied by the Commission's Agents, as our forces moved across 
the Teche, and subsequently against Port Hudson. A special 
d6pdt of supplies having been established at Baton Rouge, a 
Field Relief Corps, with ample stores went forward with the 
forces that were sent into the Red River country, and the aid 
then rendered was most timely. One of the Sanitary Inspec- 
tors, who had been officially requested to aid in providing for 
the wounded who were to be sent to the rear, from the vicinity 
of Franklin, writes, under date of April 22d, 1863 : • 



" Orders having been given to the captain of the Laurd HiU 
to proceed with his boat up the 'leche, and receive on board the 
wounded lying at Grover's division hospital. At the special re- 
quest of Dr. Reed, the Medical Director of General Grover's 
division, I took charge of this boat, saw that two days' rations 
of beef, pork, tea, sugar, etc., for three hundred men were placed 
on board, and that the boat was prepared to receive the 
wounded. Having left Mr. Mitchell to go on with the army, 
I reached the hospital with the Lav/rel Ilill about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, and immediately reported to Dr. Pease, of the 
6th New York Regiment, the surgeon in charge. The work of 
placing the wounded on board was at once commenced, but the 
hospital was at some little distance from the river, and our corps 
of assistance small; we succeeded, hewever, after impressing 
into service a few negroes and mule teams, which we found on 
the plantation, in getting all our wounded comfortably on board * 
the transports, by two o'clock the following evening ; about one 
hundred of the wounded lay on the floor of the main saloon, as 
many more on the main deck, partially protected by the upper 
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deck and some canvass awnings ; most liad^either a blanket or 
an overcoat, many had both — many had neither. As the night 
was quite cool, there was probably more suffering from a want 
of clothing than from any other cause which it might have been 
possible for ns to remedy. 

" 1 saw that all were famished with a supper of beef broth, 
made from beef which we had shot and dressed the same after- 
noon, and with which we were abundantly supplied. The boat 
started down the river about sunrise, when we all recommenced 
our labors adjusting, dressing and serving to all beef broth, tea 
and bread. Late in the morning we had a quantity of most ex- 
cellent milk punch, made from the milk which I had brought 
on board, which was administered to those who needed it. 

About one o'clock, P. M., we reached Brashier City, and with- 
in two hours fifteen cars were ready to receive the wounded, all 
of which, with the exception of about thirty of the severest 
cases, it was proposed to move to New Orleans. The work of 
transferring from boat to the cars was now commenced, and 
continued until about nine o'clock in evening. In the mean- 
time I brought on board another supply of milk, by means of 
which we were able to prepare a large quantity of very 
nice coffee, several canteens of which were given to each 
nurse to be issued on the way down. I also purchased all 
the soft bread which I could find in the town — seven or eight 
dollars' worth — had it cut into slices and buttered, and distri- 
buted it myself through the train before it started for New Or- 
leans. 

" Two facts are noteworthy in the whole of this expedition. 
First, the wounded had plenty to eat and drink. Second, there 
were no tedious and wearisome delays in our transportation. 
Indeed, I think I may say, with truth, that nowhere within the 
range of my experience have wounded men been transported so 
great a distance with less discomfort; and it affords me the 
greater pleasure to make this statement as I am representing 
what has occurred in the far Southwest, in a department so re- 
mote as to be almost beyond the reach of criticism, as well as in- 
accessible to that kindly succor which has so often come to the 
relief of the armies of Virginia and the West."* 



♦ We find the following statement respecting the Oomtnission's work in the De- 
partment of the Oulf, in a commuoicatioo from a weU known Surgeon, published 
in the SiBmford {Ct.) Advocate : 
« • • • « • « « • «» 

" My first arqtiaintance with the Sanitary Commission came through a FmaU 
pamphlet, sent uje by its agent, soon after our arrival at Camp Parapet. Follow- 
ing up the invitation contained in it, I made the acquaintance of itd agent, and 
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"With the army investing Port Hudson the Sanitary Commit, 
eion had sent up such means of supplementary relief as it was 
able at the time to command, but there began to be experienced 
a great want of fresh vegetables, and at the time the enemy 
capitulated, the most important sanitary aid that could be ren- 
dered was the supplying of that want ; and this, as we havq 



found that through him I could obtain, without circumlocution, the essentials for 
the housekeeping department of a military hospital, whether in active campaign, 
or guard duty, or the more settled condition af post, or city hospital, and whether 
the patients were suffering from disease incident to the locality in which they 
were situated, or from wounds received in battle. And, Mr. Editor, I wiiih to bear 
testimony to the fact that, in all these various conditions, the Sanitary Commis^ 
8ioo furnishes to the suffering soldier just that kind of delicacy or substantial which 
a judicious mother or wife would furnish if they had opportunity. I have seen 
empty old buildings, as by magic, assume in a day the air of comfort and order of 
arrangement of long-e»taDli»hed city hospitals. Not soon shall I cease to warm 
over the recollection of some of these transformations. For example, men to the 
number of several hundreds, after the fight at Bisland, were brought to Berwick 
City in flat-boats, skiffs, and little steamers, wounded in every ^conceivable man- 
Der. They had received all the attention that g(5od medical skill could afford 
amid the din and smoke of actual conflict, but were so dirty, bl^ck, and uncom- 
fortable, as not to be recognized by their most intimate friends, until the renovat- 
ing bands of tender nurses had washed away their blood and dust, and put oo 
them arfd their beds clean clothes ; all which, not excepting a piece of soap or a 
row of pins, were furnished by the model department of the Gulf, and the Sanitary 
Commission, sent thence eighty miles over a slow railroad, but in time to do all I 
have intimated.. And I must say, that he who had looked, on the morning of 
April 18, at the interior of that deserted building in Berwick City, store below and 
tenements above, its large and small rooms, dusty, cobwebbed, gloomy, and alsQ 
at the large hall of an adjoining building in the same condition, making in all a 
floor area of about 1,500 yards, had seen on tho following morning every availa^ 
ble yard of this space covered with wounded men, oar country's bravex, suffering 
anguish such as a wounded soldier only knows, without the shadow of comfurt; oa 
the dame evening agaio seen all these sufferers arranged in trim rows, on iron bed-^' 
eteads and good mattresses, clean wounds, clean bandages, clean lint, dressings, 
die, clean shirts, clean drawers, clean sheets and pillow-ca^es, clean wards, with 
towels, andbowls, and brushes, and rows of pins in their places, tables supplied 
with vases of flowers, pitcher.s of ice-water, tumblers, bowls, vials, packages, all in 
their places, an<i the poor suffc*rers sleeping quietly under their musquito nets, all 
order, all cleanliness, all beautiful, at Post Hospital No. 2. Anybody, I say, that 
saw, as I saw, all this, and was not moved with deep gratitude towards the institu- 
tion that furnished the means for all this magic change, is a character for a cage in a 
Dienagerie. The Post Hospital, No. 2, is but en itlustrntion of Nos. 1,3. 4, at Ber- 
wi<^ City, at the same time, also at Brashear City at different times ; also at La- 
fourche Crossing. In short, it but illustrates what may he at every hospital, ez" 
temporized or appointed, in the field or in the city, all over the Department of the 
Gulf, as no doubt is the case in every department; and if hU or any of this ia 
wanting in any case, it is due to negligence on the part of officers iu charge of hos- 
pitals, not to want of means furnished by Medical Department and Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

" W, H. TaoWBRIDOB, 

*• Ex Surgeon, 23d Regt. 0. V." 
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already noticed, was* being done through the thoughtful co-op- 
eration of Dr. Newberry, the Western Secretary, and at the 
earnest suggestion of General Grant. At the same time the 
Commission was sending forward to New Orleans, from New 
York and Boston, large invoices of anti-scorbutic supplies, and 
it may justly be inferred that the excellent results of surgical 
and hospital treatment generally in General Eanks' command, 
and the remarkably small sickness-rate of his forces have not 
been uninfluenced by the co-operation of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion with the intelligent Medical OflScers of the Department. 

During the autumn and winter, the Commission has shipped 
immense quantities of potatoes, onions, cabbage, and other anti- 
scorbutic supplies to its depots in that Department. At the same 
time, all the Commission's methods of Special Eelief have been 
put into successful operation at New Orleans,* and at other points 
in the Department, Lodges and Supply D6pdts have been estab- 
lished. A remarkably high state of health has for many months 
prevailed among all the forces of the Department. At the close 
of the year Dr. E. A. Crane, one of the Commission's Inspectors, 
reported from New Iberia, La., as follows: "The sanitary 
condition of the army is remarkable. I have never seen in any 
of our armies so little disease. But little OYerfourjper cent. (4.3) 
of the present force is on sick list. Only 5.4 per cent, have been 



* The foIIot^iDg notice ie to be seen in all parts of New Orleans, and in tbe 
hospitals and places of military rendezvous in the Department of the Gulf : 

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS 
Can obtain all needed Assistance and Information in 
regard to their Paperi, Claims for Arrears of Pay, • 

Bounty, and Pennon, without charge, at the Special 
Relief Office if (he United States Sanitary Commission, 

Ka 96 Julia Street, 
between Camp and Magazine Streets. 

O. C. Bollard, 
Special Relief Agent, 
Sfew Orleaofl, La., Kot. 20th, 1863. 
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reported Bick, including those sent to General Hospital since 
Oct. 1st. The highest rate obtains in the cavalry division, as 
most of th^ picketing now falls npon it. One division of the 
army reports only lAjper cent, sick?^ 

The Inspector attributes this remarkable freedom from sick- 
ness to " light duties, fair rations^ including sweet potatoes^ 
mid a/n abundance of f reek meat^ a/nd a healthy climate,^^ 

The work of the Relief Agents in that Department is occa- 
sionally varied by opportunities for rendering aid to returning 
prisoners, as in the following instance, which was recently re- 
ported by Mr. J. Stevens, Jr., in the T6che and Red River dis- 
tricts: 

"I have given out the larger portion of my stock, and am 
now packed up ready to leave for Franklin to-morrow, if pos- 
sible. 1 have determined to make this move after consultation 
with those who know best here. There will be no need of me 
for a few days at least, and I can, easily return if , necessary. 
Nearly all the sick have already been sent from the General 
Hospital. "When the vegetables and pickles arrive I wish you 
would advise me, for they are needed here, although there is 
plenty of fresh meat. 

" On Christmas, at the invitation of Dr. Sanger and Col. 
Molyneux, I went out with a flag of truce for the exchange of 
prisoners, taking supplies for the sick. An ambulance for chests 
and a horse was placed at my disposal. There was quite a large 
party of officers, making it very agreeable. We took out some 
two hundred and fifty rebels, and received seven hundred 
of our own men. They were a most forlorn looking set of 
men. Covered with rags and dirt; many of them foot-sore 
and worn out by the long march, hardly one with a whole pair 
of shoes, they had not even their nakedness covered. I nad 
punch, coffee, and beef stock made for the sick, who took it 
greedily, and seemed refreshed. The rebel officers thought the 
Sanitary Commission was ' quite an institution ;' said they had 
heard of it before." 

Sanitary watchfulness and work in the Department of the 
Gulf, will continue to be of the utmost importance until the end 
of the war. In that climate — especially in camp life — the jpric^ 
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^ health is eternal vigiUmce I And the fact should here be 
stated that the unceasing thoughtfuhiess and official attention of 
the successive Military Commanders in that Department, re- 
•pecting all matters afiecting the health of Kew Orleans and of 
the military posts of that region, are to be mentioned as among 
the most essential causes of the high state of health in the large 
towns and the military commands of the Department. 

8anita/ry Work in North Carolina, — ^Malaria and scurvy have 
continued to be the chief sources of peril to the Federal troops 
along the coast of North Carolina, and the Sanitary Commission 
has always instructed its Inspectors to render all necessary aid 
in providing the great prophylactic or preventive means against 
the prevalence of those important causes of sickness. This pre- 
ventive work has been of priceless value to the soldier. The 
0ame is true of vaccination, which, as in almost every other di- 
vision of the army, has been continually urged and practically 
aided by the Sanitary Inspectors. Particularly has this been 
important wherever colored troops are recruited, for, as a gen- 
eral fact, they come into the ranks unvaccinated. The various 
hospitals of our forces in that district have continually received 
auch aid as occasion required, and whenever the troops are in 
active service, the Commission's Agents go with them and ren- 
der such service as they can. 

Dr. Page, who is the Commission's Inspector in that district, 
is a gentleman of great intelligence, and was for several years a 
resident at Newbeme. He has urged the necessity of making 
^equate preparations for the protection of the troops against 
acurvy, which from time to time manifests itself among them. 
Potatoes, onions, and the cruciferous vegetables are now being 
largely cultivated under his direction and advice, seeds and im- 
plements having been furnished by the Commission. He writes 

in March : 

a* « « « « « a 
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■ ** By the interest of General Peck, we have seetired the dis- 
posal of Hfty acres of good land, of proper exposure ; some of the 
coarser implements, such as ploughs, hoes, &c.. have been ob- 
tained from the service. Any amount of manure is at hand, 
and the transportation furnished ; and the labor is secured partly 
by volunteers from the soldiery, and p«^*tly from detailed con- 
trabands. An intelligent Lieutenant of the 19th Wisconsin has 
charge of the practical working of the farm, and there is much 
of emulation and intelligent zeal among the volunteer yoemen- 
fioldiers engaged. It will teach them a lesson of the yield of thia 
soil, and of its capabilities under our warm sun and long season, 
which will surprise and delight them. 

" I am encouraging, in every way, the disposition of our hos- 
pital surgeons, stewards, and others to establish gardens, large 
and small. My own little patch of last year and this winter 
seems to act as a strong stimulant. The movement will be a 
God-send, literally, to our troops." 



At an earlier date, Dr. Parrish, who visited the district, re: 
ports: 



" The district allotted to the doctor covers a wide range, ein- 
bracing in all sixteen general and post hospitals, including a 
convalescent camp. To all of these stores have been supplied 
upon the requisitions of the surgeons, and I am happy to know 
that the most cordial relations exist between the surgeons and 
the Commission, and that they co operate most earnestly to pro- 
mote the well-being of our troops. During my visit it was ray 
privilege to accompany Dr. Samuel McCormick, the Medical 
Director of the Department, whose inquiries into the condition 
of the hospitals were through and accurate. It was equally 
pleasing to notice the readiness with which the Medical Direc- 
tor of the post and his associates not only responded to the in- 
▼estimations of their superior offic««, but were anxious to make 
a full exhibit of all tlie affairs intrusted to them. Dr. Page 
accompanied the Medical Corps, and the occasion presented a 
cheering evidence of the unity and fellowship existing between 
the surgeons and the Commission, and their joint efforts to aid 
each*^ other in the great work of promoting the comfort of our 
fioldiers. 

" The Stanley Hospital, at Newbem, the Mansfield, at More- 
head City, and the Hammond, at Beaufort, are the chief in size and 
Importance. The two first are ^ected on the pavilion plan. 
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and are well ordered in all respects. Dr. DcCormick directed 
the nse of china table furniture where tin was UBed, because of 
its wholesome moral influence upon the troops. It is more 
homelike, and promotes the reflection that the Government is 
careful for the comfort and well-being of its defenders. 

•* During the seige at "Washington, N. C, the agents of the 
Commission were on hand with their varied stores, and their 
usefulness is a matter of record. All the hospital transports 
were well supplied with the means for ' aid and comfort ' from 
the d^pot at JNewbern. About forty regiments have been under 
inspection, and I judge, from an examination of many of their 
camps, that they are well policed in most regards. I was par- 
ticularly impressed with the substantial and comfortable appear- 
ance 01 many of the camps. Log houses, with glazed windows 
and open fire-places, are common. The regimental hospitals 
are generally comfortable and well supplied. 

"In the marshy district between Newborn and Morehead City, 
and on the line of the railroad between these two places, there 
are several encampments, in which there has been much sick- 
ness. At Newport barracks, especially, the men havQ suffered 
from intermittent fevers. It is unsafe to allow the same troops 
to remain long at a time at this point. The quinine ration has 
heen usedfiremj^ and in some localities with marked advantage. 
If company omcers were held to strict account as to the care of 
their men, and were required to inspect each one daily, with re- 
ference to under-clothing especially, cleanliness, the use of pre- 
scribed prophylactic means, the temperature and ventilation of 
Suarters, &c., I am satisfied much sickness would be prevented, 
t is not unfrequently remarked that some companies in the same 
camp are more sickly than others, and the difference is doubtless 
owing to the difference in the attention and care given to the 
men by their o£Scers. 

" Ihe prisoners of war, confined by rebel authorities, have also 
been the recipients of aid from our agents in this department j 
and the cases of individual relief afibrded refugees and to sol- 
diers needing transportation, &c., are not a few. ^r, Geo. B. 
Page acts as the relief agent, and is an earnest worker in the 
cause." 

From these statements it is manifest that although attracting 
but little public notice, the Sanitary Commission's work jn 
North Carolina is too important to be overlooked. 

The Sanitary Commission in the Departm^ent of the South. — 
The statistics of the sickness and mortality in General Gihnore'a 
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^rmy present conclusive evidence that at tlie date of the occu- 
pation of Jacksonville, and the battle of Olustee, the sickness* 
rate of the forces in that Department had become reduced to a 
minimum almost unprecedented in the history of armies in any 
latitude. Yet at that period it appears that the Sanitary Comr 
mis^ion^Q jpreventive methods of labor there were continued in 
fall activity, and, as we shall presently have occasion to notice, 
the means of battle-field relief were in perfect readiness for every 
exigency. The present Sanitary Inspector and Superintendent' 
of the Commission's work in that department, Dr. M. M. Marsh, 
had at that period, just completed his first year of service there. 
The following extracts from his annual report will satisfactorily 
present the record of Sanitary work accomplished. Better re- 
sults could not be desired by the Sanitary Commission and the 
people : 

Dr. Marsh commenced his labors in the Department in the 
month of February, 1863. At that time the forces then under 
General Hunter were stationed at eleven different localities, and 
extended a distance of 250 miles along the coast. He says : 

" The larger'portion of this command, mostly from New Eng- 
land and New x ork, had been here from the occupancy of these 
islands in November, 1861. They were innured to toil, obedient 
to discipline, observant of sanitary laws, in person and quarters, 
and were an efficient contented body of men. By • the side 

of these were regiments from the army corps, who were 

discontented, ana occasionally accused of a tendency to insub- 
ordination, neglectful of conditions essential to health. Among 
these there was a much greater percentage of sickness than in 
other portions of the army similarly situated. The first business 
of the Inspector was to advise officer and privates of the neces- 
sity of stricter compliance with sanitary laws, to secure an in- 
creased standard of nealth. And with this compliance came nolj 
health, simply, but a marked improvement in efficiency and dis- 
cipline. This fact was subsequently acknowledged by those in 
command. We are justified in asccribing the approved morale 
to attention to sanitary rules, hitherto neglected, by the fact that 
in this corps were regiments subjected to all the conditions 
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of locality, &c., which produced in contiguous regiments a dis- 
orderly spirit, but which were efficient, contented, and happy; 
and that these were the regiments most remarkable for personal 
neatness, and for the cleanliness of their camps and quarters. 
Your Inspector believes that not the least of the benefits in this 
war rendered to officers by the Sanitary Commission, has been 
its indirect influence in promoting discipline by increased at- 
tention to sanitary precautions, among the men of their respec- 
tive commands. 

** Among the first efforts to mitigate suffering in this depart- 
ment, was the attempt to alleviate the condition of the soldier 
goitig North, discharged from the service in consequence of sick- 
ness. Up to this time, the man who had served his country 
&ultlessly, and sickened in her service, was discharged; and 
without any provision for his enfeebled condition, in clothing or 
care, was shipped upon any Government transport, as a thing 
no longer useful. The consequences can be reaaily seen — ^much 
suffering and many deaths in transit. The Inspector immediate- 
Iv supplied all that could contribute to the personal comfort of 
these unfortunate men ; and, in some instances, sent attendants 
to minister to their wants upon the voyage. This, however, 
could not meet the exigency entirely. Upon these transports 
was no accommodations, nor proper medical care. After con- 
sultation by your Inspector with members- of the Commission, 
and subsequentlv with Gen. Hunter, the Cosmopolitan^ a spa- 
cious steamer, with capacity for three hundred and twenty-five 
beds, was set apart by the General as a hospital ship, for the 
purpose of conveying the sick or wounded to their destination, 
and consigned to the Medical Director of the Department. 

" The Commission immediately issued to this steamer two hun- 
dred and fifty beds, and other requisites ; and has since continued 
to contribute supplies. This provision has been crowned with suc- 
cess ; and under the able management of the surgeons assigned it 
by the Medical Director, many lives have been saved that must 
by ordinary modes of transportation have been sacrificed. 

" The last two weeks in March, and first two in April, 
were devoted to preparation for the first Charleston expedition. 
Abundant preparations were made by us for any exigency ; but 
happily no casualty occurred, nor was there any call upon our 
stores. 

" A schooner of amj)le dimensions had been assigned us by 
General Hunter, giving, as was his wont, timely notice for pre- 
paration. And here it is but simple justice to this officer to re- 
mark, that there has been no reticence in his communications to 
the Commission of whatever would contribute to an early prepara- 
tion for any emergency. Immediately after this unsuccessful 
movement, preliminary steps were taken towards a repetition of 
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the advance upon Charleston, by way of Morris Island, &c. 
General Giloiore has since secured Morris Island as the base for 
farther advances. 

" The months of May and June were devoted by your Inspec- 
tor and his assistant to the wants of the troops conducting often- 
sive operations against Morris Island, and of those stationed at 
Hilton Head, Beaufort, Fernandina, and other posts in the De- 
partment. 

" Very early in July active operations commenced on Folly 
Island, A large brig (and a tow) had been assigned us by the 
General commanding to transfer all necessary stores. On the 
8th and 9 th we took in cargo from the depot at Beaufort ; on 
the 9th left Port Koyal harbor ; and early on the morning of 
the 10th, in the waters of Stono, threw out to the breeze, nora 
the mast-head, the flag of the Sanitary Commission. The suc- 
cessful assault was made on that morning, with trifling loss on 
our part. The circumstances connected with it have been al- 
ready communicated, and I will not repeat them. It is proper, 
however, to remark, in this connection, that the OosmopoUtariy 
whicli was returning from a trip north with disabled men, was 
at 8 A. M. passing off Stono, and noticing what was transpiring, 
ran to Hilton Head, fifty-two miles distant, reported, and re- 
turned to the scene of operations before 4 P. M. ; thus making 
one hundred and four miles in less than eight hours. I mention 
this to show the zeal of the Medical Department in the discharge 
of its obligations; And if at any point in this article I speak of 
seeming oeficiencies in that department, I wish it distinctly un- 
derstood that these arose from circumstances beyond control, 
and not from any lack of sympathy, activity, or intelligence on 
the part of the medical stan. 

" if the history of this war is ever properly written, its bright- 
est page will be that which recounts (imperfectly even) the un- 
tiring assiduity and self-denial of the Medical Staff in the dis- 
charge of its immense responsibilities. 

" Dr. Crane, Medical Director, and Dr. Dibble, Chief Medical 
Officer of the island, with ambulances, immediately proceeded to 
the upper end of the island, where, early in the day, hospitals 
had been improvised for the wounded, prmcipally Confederates, 
few of our men having suffered. These wounded were consigned 
to your Inspector, who transferred them to the Cosmopolitan^ in 
charge of Dr. Bontacue, for which position there are few so well 
qualified by professional ability and energy. 

" The wounded, comfortably placed in berths, were the same 
night removed to Hilton Head ; and the next morning at eight 
o'clock, the Cosmopolitan entered the harbor. During the 
morning it was ascertained that the boat could ascend Folly 
Biver, on the opposite side of the isiaiid, within a half mile of 
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the hospitals. At 11 A. M. the boat was anchored there At 
12 M., of the game day, (July 11), an nnsnccesstiil assault, in 
which we lost one hundred and thirty<ine men,, was made upon 
Fort Wagner, to which the enemy had retired the morning pre- 
vious. These wounded were lirst cared for at the hospitals, and 
thence transferred to the boat. And here I ought to pay a 
tribute to the untiring energy and tact of Messrs* Hoadley and 
Day, of the pommission, who, with their assistants, met the ne- 
csssities of every wounded man on the preceding, on this, and 
on subsequent days ; administering to tneir wants in the tem- 
porary hospitals, supplying clothing, accompanying the ambu- 
lances to the boat, iurnishmg extra clothing and stores upon it, 
if needed, on its passage to the general hospitals at the Head and 
Beaufort ; cheernil under exhausting labors, and inspiring the 
sufferer with hope. From the 11th to the 18th the willing 
strength of the whole command was taxed continuously in pre- 
paration for the coming assault. Every particle of transporta- 
tiou was necessarily devoted to the munitions of war, which ac^ 
counts, in part, for any deficiencies that may have been experi- 
enced in the medical and commissariat departments. In this 
interim the Commission added in large quantities to the stores 
it already had on Morris Island ; conveyed thither by a circui- 
tous route, not less than seven miles, in rowboats, furnished, and 
in part manned, by the obliging quartermaster. Captain Dunton. 
The men detailed for this unusual and somewhat hazardous em- 
ployment (the enemy holding one bank of the stream), worked 
night and day with a will ; and many a poor fellow who sub- 
sequently received the benefit of the supplies of the Commission, 
may thank these soldiers for the sole and laborious method by 
which these abundant supplies were placed within available dis- 
tance. On the evening of the 15th our tents were arranged and 
flag floating. Afler consulting Brig. General Seymour, com- 
manding the advanced force, it was resolved to supply «very 
man in the front, and ultimately all who should participate in 
the assault, with tea, Boston crackers, and concentrated beef 
for soup. This provision was absolutely essential, from circum- 
stances already given ; and many a poor felloXv, on the night of 
the 18th, fought with great bravery, aided by the encourage- 
ment and strength afforded by this lood, continuously bestowed 
by the Commission for nearly seventy-two hours previous. 

" The manner of the attack, (on Saturday night, the 18th July), 
incidents connected with it, disposition of the respective forces, 
numbers, &c., being purely military matters, I snail pass over. 
The participation of your employees in the scenes which trans- 
pired I will briefly describe. 

" On the afternoon of the 18th each individual attached to the 
Commission had his work assigned, and the means with which 
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to accompliBh it put within his reach ; and greater praise cannot 
be given than the statement of the simple truth, that the next 
morning witnessed that each man (witn one or two exceptions, 
and for a few moments only, and in circumstances of great peril) 
had faithfully discharged the duty appointed him. 

" The Sanitary corps were distributed as follows : A portion 
to act as auxiliary to the "hiedical force in the front and in the 
hospitals; another to assist the wounded at the hospital, and 
conduct them thence to the boats, (two besides the Cosmopolitan 
had been secured), which were to convey them to the general 
hospitals at Beaufort ; and a third to render any additional assist- 
ance which might become necessary in their transit. This terri- 
ble repulse illustrated the benefits and defined the position of 
the Sanitary Commission. For on this fatal night, to the ex- 
tent of my "knowledge, not a blanket nor change of apparel, nor 
bedsack nor pillow, to save torn, limbs or jfractured heads from 
the crowded decks, but was furnished by the Commission. As 
previous to the assault the Commission fed, so now it supplied 
whatever could mitigate the sufferings of the unfortunate soldier. 
Abundant changes of clothing were placed upon each boat, to 
use if necessary during the voyage. In anticipation of casualties, 
the Commission, previous to the expedition, had supplied the 
five hospitals in Beaufort to the extent of their capacity. On 
the arrival of the wounded six more hospitals were opened, and 
fully furnished from our stores. 

" We will pass 6ver the interim of ten days on the field. Na- 
ture, meanwhile, is not forgetful of her dues. For weeks previ- 
ous to the assault, in the enthusiasm of toil and confidence of 
triumph, she had given the soldier credit for her expenditures ; 
but now in the despondency which ever follows defeat, the ex- 
haustion of vital force, the scantily furnished and unsuitable 
diet, with depressing climate and continuous labor, she prose- 
cutes her claim. Decisive evidence of a tendency to scurvy be- 
comes quite general throughout the command. And although 
inspired by the unwavering hope of ultimately reducing Charles- 
ton, the vital forces were compelled to succumb, and soon, in 
many instances, one half the regiment answered to the sick call. 
Here again the untrammeled capacity of the Commission for 
immediate action demonstrated its utility. Your inspector made 
at once immense requisitions on the Commission, which were 
honored with a liberality that will forever endear them to these 
suffering patriots. The abundance of fresh vegetables and acid 
fruits which they furnished, soon produced a decided and happy 
change. And here it may be remarked that the ordinary diar- 
rhoeas and even dysentery of this region are most successfully 
treated by the exhibition of acids< Pickles, onions, vinegar, 
lime juice, the mineral acids, particularly nitric, and the ' Liquor 
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Ferri Nitratis/ proved the most certain remedies. At this point 
was introduced a new feature by the agents of the Commission 
in tliis department, and ultimately sanctioned by their superi- 
ors. Tliis was to supply with vegetables not only the sick and 
wounded, but all on duty ; which seemed the only way to check 
the prevailing malady. The malady was thus not only checked, 
but eradicated ; for at the present time not one well-marked case 
of scurvy — the scourge of crowded, ill-nourished troops — is re- 
ported in the entire command. The appreciation of this act of 
the Commission in furnishing these absolutely essential supplies, 
cannot be better illustrated than by the congratulatory order of the 
Major General Commanding, which was read at the head of 
every regiment throughout the department; imless, indeed, the 
voluntary honor paid the flag of the Commission by the passing 
salute of various regiments be so considered. *" ^ 

"Another feature peculiar to this department has been a 
liberal supply of ice, furnished by the Commission to all privates 
in the command. The frozen streams of Maine have been made 
to cool, not only the burning lips of fever, but to assuage the 
thirst of exhausting toil in South Carolina. It is believea a far 
greater amount of labor and a higher standard of health have 
been secured by these daily issues of ice to every soldier. 
• *' There are two points in connection with this campaign that 
deserve special notice. One the constant and still continued aid 
rendered your employees by the military authorities. Not a 
wish could be suggested but it was complied with, and not un- 
frequently requests were anticipated. Fines and goods confis- 
cated for infraction of laws of trade have been turned over to the 
Commission for distribution to the soldier. And especially has 
the nurturing care of the head of the department Maj.-Gen. Q. 
A. Gilmore, been extended to the Commission. 

" The other point to which I would call attention is, the fra- 
ternal welcome and assistance in the discharge of duty extended 
by the entire medical corps in the department. Their systema- 
tic aid has rendered unnecessary the employment of numerous 
agents, lightened the personal labors of your inspector, and con- 
ferred upon him obligations that he will ever remember. And 
here it is proper to state that the devotion of many of these 
medical men to their regiments has awakened everlasting grati- 
tude in the hearts of the recipients, and called forth the admira- 
tion of every beholder. Though not so- directly exposed to the 
bullets of the enemy, yet to a danger even greater, by constant 
contact with disease, no class of men in the army deserves so 
well of their country as the regimental surgeons. 

" The enthusiasm that fired the soldier in the earlier period of 
the siege may have somewhat abated, but his determination to" 
do remains unchanged. Many instances of chivalrous daring 
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could be given, but these belong to military history, The health 
of the command is good ; the total of sickness and casualities at 
present not exceeding 6f per cent. 

" The amount of expenditures during the first eight weeks of 
the siege was exceedingly liberal, and has secured for the Com- 
mission a character for acute discernment and active sympathy 
with the suffering soldier that will ever be remembered by the 
army in this department."* 



'Receipts and Issues in the Dxpahtment of South Caeolina foe the Cubeemt 

Teae, 1863. 

Received, Issued. In 8tor$, 

CottoDshirts 4,900 4,544 856 

Woolen •* 5,758 8,534 2,224 

Cotton drawers 8,163 8,013 150 

Cotton flannel drawers 568 406 1&2 

Woolen « 2,676 1,552 1,124 

CotUmsoaks 2,107 1,890 217 

Woolen " 8.632 1,271 2,261 

Slippers 2,786 2,499 281 

Wrappers 1,089 '(89 800 

Handkerchiefs 9,1 54 6,8 14 2,840 

Outside clothing boxes 6 6 1 

Bed-sacks 1,472 1,350 122 

Pillowticks 1,888 1,517 871 

Pillows '. 1,268 1,118 146 

Pillowcases 8,206 2,396 610 

Sheets 2,869 2,531 828 

Blankets ; 701 435 266 

Quilts 712 682 80 

To wels 9.776 7,l06 2,6T0 

Cushions 2,218 2,023 190 

Lint bbls: 89 82 7 

Bandages ** 84 81 3 

Old cotton 112 91 21 

Groceries, miscellaneous lbs. 104 104 •• 

Beefstock * 8,629 2,886 744 

Dried fruit bbls. 70 63 7 

" apples " 87 82 6 

Green • ** " 209 209 

Ale "6 6 

Crackers , " 892 330| 6H 

Sugar.white " 84i 32^ 2 

Vinegar •* 86 80 6 

Cabbage in currie ** 255 253 2 

Onions " 219 217 2 

Pitkles " 119 107 2 

Jellies and preserves boxes 66 63 2 

Domestic wines ••• • ** 70 63 ,7 

Foreign ** bolts. 619 683 86 

Brandy •* 612 645 70 

Whiskey " 638 666 72 

Berry, Cordial " 582 626 66 

'• Shrub " 824 300 24 

Cherry brandy , " 484 472 12 

Blackberry ** " 184 184 
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Probably there could Bot be found in the history of armies 
a better example of the utility of sanitary works and the ap- 



Heeeived. Ittued. In Sion. 

Tiemons ; boxes 40 40 

Ck)iict. Lemon '* 6 6 

<^der cases 16 15 1 

Syrups buses 4,3 1 

Ext, Ginger 16 13 2 

•* bWa. 2 2,. 

Arrow Root lU. 225 182 43 

Apple Butter galls. 60 57 3 

Beef.8tock lbs. 8,629 2,886 744 

Butter " 376 356 20 

BroniH " 216 192 24 

Cftndles " 108 81 27 

Cheese •* 1J*5 116 20 

Cocoa " 400 859 ^ 41 

Ch<H5oldte • " 1,400 920 480 

CoflFec ^ " J,432 l,()7l 881 

Corid«.Milk •* 4,C02 3,170 882 

Corn JStaicli^ " 2,150 1,866 784 

Tapioca •' 100 100 

Farin* " 2,300 1,436 864 

Ext. Ginger boxes 15 13 2 

** bbls. 2 2.. 

Cider cases 16 16 1 

Gelatine ....boxes 10 8 2 

Nutmegs lbs. 2 2 •• 

Cat Meal " 160 150 

Tea " 560 610 60 

Tomatoes boxes 107 101 6 

*' fre^di bushels 60 50 

Fish, preserved lbs. 5,000 6,000 

Mustard " 26 22 8 

Tamarinds bbls. 10 10 

Lemons ...• boxes 40 40 

*' Concent ** 6 6 

Oranges : bbls. 70 70 

Bospitnl ul«nsils • doi. 12 12 

Alcohol galls. 10 7*8 

Bay Uum and Cologne.. * bolts. 200 180 '20 

Fans 2,000 2,000 

Combs • gross 10 6 4 

Lanterns. V 26 22 4 

Sponges lbs. 8 6 3 

Tin Mips 1,706 1,693 12 

** Pans or basins 804 792 12 

" Plates 926 920 6 

« Sfioons ,. 1,000 978 22 

Fhmnel bandages 2,286 1,911 326 

Lime and Disf. Agents bbls. 8 4 4 

Pipes box. r 1 .. 

Tobrtcco, papers doc. 206 206 •• 

Beading matter. .•••• boxes 6 6 • • 

Ice • tons 390 800 90 
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plication of the plainest principles of hygiene, than has been 
presented in General Gilmore's army these many months past. 
A large army of volanteer troops, occupying the marshy islets 
in front of Charleston and sont^ard along that malarious coast, 
after maintaining continued and laborious seige operations and 
keeping up an unremitting line of pickets, and guarded defences 
upon that perilous coast from Morris Island and Beaufort 
to St Augustine, instead of being annihilated or even Weak* 
ened by the peculiar insalubrity of climate and the exposures of 
camp Jife in that region, at the end of a yearns service is reported 
to be suffering a percentage of sickness not greater than the same 
classes of men usually suffer while pursuing their ordinary avo- 
cations in civil life. And that this result is largely owing to the 
unceasing vigilance and faithful service of Sanitary and Medical 
ofScers, those who are best informed entertain no doubt. 

The energy and constant watchfulness that have characterized 
the management of the Commission's work, have won the con- 
fidence and admiration of military officers of every rank,* while 

Btceitied, hsued. In 8tor% 

Qainine obs. 62 29 89 

Morphine " 8 819 fiS 

Chluroforom lbs. M 21 S 

Tannin oss^ 6 •• 

liq.Feiri NitraUa lbs. 65 44 li 

Ho^quito Netting pieces 60 60 

Egg8 dox. 79 79 

•• Nog boxes 2 2 . • 

Oil Silk ^0 86 84 

R.bbfrCluth 68 86 28 

MiiiCeUHueous boxes 70 69 1 

Hopn barrels 2 11 

Fre>h ^rden Tegetables. • • 16 16 •• 

Potatued •••••••.•••••.••••••••• 864 864 
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["Sanitary Commiuion Bulletin/' No. 8.] 

• Tlie following General Order which was issued by the General in command of 
the Department, shows bow sanitary work is regarded by that distinguished officer < 

** Dep't or TBS South, Hkadq*ba in tbb Field, ) 
<* MoaBiA Island, 8. C, Sept. 9. | 

" General Order*, No, 78. 
" The BrigAdier-General commanding desires to make this public ftcknowledf* 
ment of the benelits for which his command haa beea indebted to the United Statwi 

16 
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ihe Boldiers in the camps and trenches^ as well as in the hospitals, 
express their gratitude by voliintaiy offerings to the Sanitaiy 
{Treasury. Thej keep in grateful remembrance the watchM 
^are tliat brought ice and wholq|pme beverages to them when 
iweltering and fainting on Morris Island, in the approaches to 
Fort Wagner, and in the planting of their morter batteries 
{igainst Sumpter and Charleston, and they never forget the 
ihoughtMness and heroism that were displayed by the 
tSanitary Belief Corps in the trenches and moat before Fort 
Wagner, on the 18th of July ;* nor can the sick be unmindful 
of the aid which the hospitals have been continually receiving 



Banitarj Commission, and to express his thanks to the gentlemen whose hamane 
efforts in procuring and distributing much needed articles of comfort have so ma- 
terially alleviated the sufferiogs of the soldiers. 

" Especial gratitude is due to Dr. M. M. Marsh, Medical Inspector of the Com- . 
intssion» through whose efficieney, energy, and zeal, the wants of the troops have 
been promptly ascertained, and the resources of the Commission made available 
for every portion of the army. 

" By order of, 

" Brig.-Gen. Q. A. Qillmobi. 
. «'Ed. W. Smith, A. A. G.*' 

* A writer in the North Amtri^an Jieview, in illnstrating the Sanitary Commis. 
sion*s methods of Preventive and Relief work, makes the following allusion to 
the hattle-relief at Fort Wagner : 

• * • * . * ** The reader cannot £ul to notice that, in a great 
variety of labors upon which the Commission has entered, these two grand divisions 
of its work and purposes are neoessarily and happily conjoined and co-ordinate. It 
would be difficult to say whether the one or the other element, in this theoretical 
division of the work, predominates in such labors as we have been describing. 
And when, for nearly seventy-two hours previous to the terrific assault upon Fort 
Wagner, upon the night of July. IStb, the Commission** Inspector, Dr. Marsh, with 
the cordial approval of the leader of the assault, held his brave detail of aids un- 
flinchingly to the duty of supplying the storming party in front with nourishing 
food and beverages until they reached the fatal moat, and then himself led his 
heroic helpers in the humane and perilous work of rescuing the wounded, and at 
the same time supplying almost all the means of succor and comfort which those 
mangled soldiers received until they were brought to the general hospitals, sixty 

-miles away, that succor and relief was the best, the only, eatiative care those brave 
men could receive. By such beautiful illustrations, which have continually marked 
the war-work of our army, often upon a grand scale, yet ever regarding the indi- 
vidoal wants of the sufferers as well as the general results to be reached, has the 
Sanitary Commission's first postulate been proved both true and practicable, — 
namely, that ' this war ought to be waged in the spirit of highest intelligence, hu 
manity, and tenderness for the health, comfort, and safety of our brave troops.' '' 
— -JVbr^A American Review, April, 1864. 
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m the line of special comforts and home-like delicacies, together 
with an abundance of fresh supplies for each hospital by every 
steamer from New York.* 

While the reader cannot fail to notice the vast quantities in 
which certain articles were supplied to the troops before Charles- 
ton during the summer and autumn, — ^for example, ice to the 
amount of 390 tons, cabbage in currie [a very nicely prepared 
anti-scorbutic] to the amount of 255 barrels, &c., &c., — it should 
be remembered that the example and influence of the Sanitary 
Commission, while furnishing such special sanitary supplies 
were even more important than the supplies themselves, for the 
Sanitary Inspector made it an object of chief concern to advise 
and aid the proper authorities to procure and regularly furnish 
all the staple articles for an anti-scorbutic diet, and also to im- 
prove by every possible means the essential conditions of per- 
sonal and camp hygiene. 

Just previous to the movement of General Seymour upon 
Olustee, in Florida, Dr. Marsh reported that a "critical re- 
inspection of most of the troops (in the vicinity of Charleston) has 
been made within the last four weeks, their wants ascertained 
and supplied, and their sanitary condition closely scrutinized. 
The percentage of ^ickneee in the force is very low. It would not 
be proper to state here how low. Almost the only malady is 
chronic diarrhoea." 

He also states that he " has endeavored, by a free issue of 
vegetables, to supplement the Government rations, and thus 
diminish the tendency to diseases arising from a want of variety 
in the food of the men." And while thus engaged near Charles- 
ton, the Inspector was also ordering " sanitary stores " forward 
to Jacksonville, Fla., so that the first men who sickened or were 



* These fresh sapplies for the extra diet of the hospitals, were requested by the 
Medical Director, and are not mcluded in the list giyeu on pages 287 and 288. 
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wonnded after the occapation of that place, received all needed 
aid. Then came the sadden order from General Sejmonr to 
moye forward some fifty mUes, where, in the swamps of Olustee, 
a large number of his brave men suddenly encountered a 
tragical fate. The Commission's Belief Agent, Mr. Day, with 
a select corps of assistants, had pressed forward from Jackson- 
ville, taking with him all the battle-field stores he could trans- 
port. What duties occupied the hands of those fearless and 
thoughtful Relief Agents, and what necessities there were for 
the means of succor which they had so hurriedly brought with 
them, let the following statements from eye-witnesses of that 
murderous battle explain. A correspondent of the Nevi York 
Daily Times says : 

« « » c< Qyi the anticipation of an immediate action, the 
Chief Medical OflScef, who, by previous experience, knows upon 
what source to rely, telegraphed to the Post Surgeon at Jack- 
sonville, who informed tne Commission of the eraerffency, and 
also the fact of his utter inability to fiimish any supplies of any 
nature. The Commission immediately forwarded its stores, witn 
a corps of efficient workers, under the direction of one to whom 
such scenes were not unfamiliar. The first ten miles of this roll- 
ing road was a foot-race, and quickly performed. The services 
of the Commission on this field are represented by all as inestim- 
able. Indeed, no other supplies were on the field. This fact is 
universally acknowledged. Thus your readers, whose hands are 
toiling to furnish means to alleviate suffering, can know that the 
efficiency of their agents accomplished all that human efibrt 
could to lighten suffering and streugthen the ebbing cuiTcnt of 
life. The Commission first met the wounded and saw the last 
placed on the cars to leave for the hospital in Jacksonville. This 
brief notice is but a faint expression of remarks spontaneously 
given, from the private to the highest in command." 

All this occurred as a matter, of course in the regular way of 
the Commission's method of operation in that department of 
the army. The Chief Inspector had promptly sent forward an 
ample supply of " sanitary stores" and competent Relief Agents 
to Jacksonville. He was ready to render aid to the Medical 
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Officers and to the wounded ; and when the Medical Du'ector 
summoned that aid at Baldwin and Sanderson, it was promptly 
rendered. Whatever were the causes of delay and insufficiency 
of the regular medical supplies, the Sanitary Agents had pru- 
dently avoided the necessity of any explanations and apologies 
to the Commission. Such an illustration of the method and 
utility of the Commission's work in the most distant fields and 
upon the most sudden and trying emergencies, will never bo 
forgotten by the men and officers who witnessed the service.* 
The people at home will never forget it. 

But while praises are awarded on every hand to the Agents 
of such Batde-fidd Reliefs the Preventive or strictly sanitary 
work of the Commission goes on noiselessly and unseen, produc- 
ing results equally as humane and faf greater in their import- 
ance to the health and strength of the army than any means of 
succor that could be brought to the men who fall in battle. To 
aid occasionally in giving needed succor to hundreds of wounded 
soldiers upon the field, and for weeks subsequently in the hos- 
pitals, is a work worthy of all the care and cost of the Commis- 
sion's sanitary establishment in any Department ; but the saving 
of thousands of troops every month from disease, by means of 
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* The folIowiDg Order was [promulgated bj the Genefttl in command, on his 

retarn to JacksonvilU : 

*' hsaxx}uartkr8, dlstrior of florida, 
" Dkfartuiout of trb South. 
" Jacksomvills, Floiuda, March 8, 

'* GeMfol Ordtrs No, 10. 

" The Brigadter-Oeneral commandinfi; gratefully recalls to the recollection of tb« 
troops of this cotnmand, the debt incurred by them during the recent movements, to 
the Sanitary Commission and ita Agent, Mr. A. B. Day. Much suffering has been 
alleviated and many incoaveniencies removed by the energy and promptoesa with 
which the supplies of the Commission have been placed at the control of our med|* 
cal officers ; and for those who have been so benefited, officers and men, the 
Brigadier-Qeneral offers hia own and their most sincere thankt. 

** By order o^ 

"Brig-Gen. T. Sbtmoui. . 
(Signed) " R. M. Hall, 

"First Lieutenant First U. S. Artillery, 

** Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.'* 
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well-directed preventive labors and " sanitary stores," adds to 
the humane character of such labors the attributes of military 
strategy and patriotic aid in sustaining our country's cause. 
The perfect cordiality that characterizes the official relations 
of the military authorities and the Sanitary Conmiission's Agents 
in the Department of the South, and the earnestness with which 
they co-operate, prove that the sanitary work and "sanitary 
stores" are regarded as faithM allies to the heroic work and 
engineering in which our army there is engaged. 

Latest aspects of the work of SpecicLl Mdief. — ^The Sanitary 
Commission's Homes, Lodges, Hospital Directory, and the vari- 
ous offices and methods for relieving special distress, may justly 
be r^arded as permanent institutions, which the Commission 
must maintain until the end of the war. There are now [March, 
1863], twenty-five Homes and Lodges scattered along the lines 
of our armies; and, "in these Homes and Lodges," says the 
President of the Commission, in alettertoRev.H.W.Beecher,* 
" twenty-three hwndred soldiers (different ones) daily receive shel- 
ter, food, medical aid, protection, and care. These soldiers are 
such as are crowded by the rigidity of the military system out of 
the regular channels ; soldiers left behind, astray, who have lost 
their military status, convalescents, discharged men, not able to 
get their pay. Of these, the average length of time they are on 
our hands is about three days. * The priceless value of this sup- 
plementary system no tongue can tell. The abandonment of it 
would create an amount of suffering which a multiplication of 
2,300 by 365 days in the year, will but serve to hint at. 

" In connection with these homes, at the great military cen- 
tres, New Orleans, Louisville, Washington, are bureaus in aid 
of the discharged soldier's great necessities, growing out of his 

See Hev, Dr, Bellcw^ Utter in Sanitary 0<mmie$ion Bulletin, Felh 15, 1864. 



281 



loss of papers in battle, or during the bewilderment of sickness, 
or through the ignorance of his superiors, or his own : 1. A 
Claim Agency, to secure his bounty. 2. A Pension Agency^ 
3. A Back-pay Agency. The mercy of these ministries, by 
which soldiers and their families, helpless without this aid — the 
prey of sharpers, runners, and grog-shope — are put in speedy 
possession of their rights, is inexpressible. We have often $20,** 
000 a day of back-pay in our office at Washington alone, which 
might have been lost forever, or delayed until it was iio longer 
needed by the soldier's own family, without this system." 

This is a kind of service for the soldier that will necessarily 
tend to increase rathOT than diminish, while the war continues; 
and, experience is showing the Commission, daily, the necessity 
of still farther enlarging its agencies and means of Special Be* 
lief as our armies move forward still fiirther from the basis of 
operation and points of rendezvous, recently near the front* 
Meanwhile, invalids and claimants for pension increase, while 
freshly recruited forces are hurrying to the field. 

For our famished and sickly prisoners in the hands of the 
enemy the Commission has exerted itself to the utmost to con- 
vey the means of relief, and whenever the door has been opened 
its supplies have been qui-ckly sent forward. And it may herdt 
be remarked, that the means for meeting such opportunities for 
conveying succor to Federal soldiers in prison, must be kept con- 
stantly in hand by the Commission. Both the treasury and the 
depots must be abundantly suppKed. 

To the Confederate prisoners in our keeping, the Sanitary 
Commission has extended all the succor that has been allowed' 
by the military authorities. To their sick and wounded, when! 
accessible to the Agents of the Commission, such means of suc- 
cor and humane care have been extended as the claims of a com- 
mon humanity have required. In its regard for the woes of the 
enemy's wounded andsick, when they have fallen into the hands. 
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of oar forceSy the Banitary OommisBion has practically esta- 
blished the principle and usages otnetUraiity in respect to the 
treatment of such persons. 

The Commissicm's concern for onr disabled soldiers^ whereyer 
they may be found in need of sanitary care or friendly aid, cannot 
be essentially diminished at any point dniing the war ; and sereral 
questions are now assuming great importance respecting the 
more permanent wants of the disabled classes. To these ques- 
tions the Commission must give increasing attention. 

At an early period of the war the Commission's methods of 
Bpecial Belief brought to light important facts relating to the 
present system of invaliding andpendona. Indeed, the whole 
subject of the sanitary and social welfare of the permanently in* 
valid class pressed itself upon the attention of the Commission^ 
Md in the month of August, 1862, the special inquiries upon 
this subject took shape, and have been pursued with increasing 
interest until the present time. An associate member of dis- 
tinguished ability, then undertook, without cost to the Board^ 
Ihe work of personal inspection and inquiry respecting the fnUi' 
iary invalid dydema of Europe, and he has since reported very 
fully upon the subject. Other associate members have been 
giving continued attention to the study of the subject in its 
Tarious aspects at home, until conclusions well based and highly 
important to the welfare of the invalid dasSj as well as to the 
economical, and social interests of the nation, have been reached. 

That these inquiries wei:e originally undertaken in the full 
belief that the absorbing txxfpaciily a/nd tendencies of our social 
rtate and the patriotic i^irit of each community, would render 
great national Asylums or ^'JB&tels dea Invdlidee " unnecessary 
and unsuited to our wants, is evident from the following passage 
which we quote from a Document of the Comnussion, pubfished 
in the autumn of 1869 :* 

^ I I . I I y . I ■ I I , I.. I, „ 

* JD0CMm#fi< No, 49, Sanittry Cobwiu^ob. 
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" The Sanitary Commission are much exercised with the sub- 
ject of the future of the disabled soldiers of this war. Tliey cal- 
culate that, if it continue a year longer, not less than a hundred 
thousand men, of impaired vigor, maimed, or broken in body, 
and spirit, will be thrown on the country. Add to this a tide 
of another hundred thousand men, demoralized for civil life by 
military habits, and it is easy to see what a trial to the order, 
industry, and security of society, and what burden to its already 
strained resources, there is in store for us. It is, in our judg- 
ment to the last degree important, to begin now, to create a 
public opinion which shall conduce to, or compel the adoption o^ 
the wisest policy on the part of our municipal and town govern- 
ments, in respect of disabled soldiers — so as to discouraj^e all 
favor to mendicity. » * * » 

* * * ♦ " We don't want a vast network of 

soldiers' poor-houses scattered through the land, in which these 
brave fellows will languish away dafl and wretched lives. Nor 
do we want petty State asylums, to be quarrelled about and 
made the subject of party politics. We want, to economize our 
battered heroes, and take care of them in such a way as to main- 
tain the military spirit and the national pride; to nurse the 
mempries of the war, and to keep in the eye of the Nation the 
price of its liberties." * * * * * . 

After much experience and observation in connection with the 
Special Belief work — in the matter of discharged soldiers, inva- 
lids partial and permanent, back-pay, pensions, &c., as provided 
for by that branch of the Commission's service — ^it was finally 
resolved, at a recent session of the Commission, to give authority 
to a sub-committee of the Board to establish experimental Sani- 
taria for certain classes of disabled soldiers.* 



* The rollowing were the resolutions adopted at that meeting, [March 10th, 
1864], upon the aabject of the Invalid Cla»B : 

" Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed by the Chair, to consider lh«^ 
subject i>f the organization, location, and final establishment of National Sanitaria 
for disabled soldiers, to report at their earliest convenience. 

" That said Committee have power to employ any necessary Dumber of skilled 
agents to collect all available information in regard to the number of persons des- 
tined to be thrown on the public care by the war; to inquire what portion of thesa 
are likely to fall under the protection of the States, and what of the Federal Oor- 
ernmeot ; to learo what Stata euterprUea are already a-foot^ or la operation, and 
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Meanwliile the great straggle for subduing the rebellion 
goes on with increasing vigor, and the number of soldiers who 
must receive Sanitary care and Special Relief in various ways 
at the hands of the ConunisBion, is continnaUy increa.i.g. 

A brief statement must be made in this place respecting the 
present plan of Sanitary aid in the Convalescent Camp near 
Alexandria, Va. ; and likewise respecting Fresh Supplies to the 
great Hospitals in the Department of Washington. 

** Camp Convalescent," near Alexandria, will long live in the 
memory of the thousands of soldiers who have tarried there as 
convalescents, preparing for their return to their regiments after 
leaving the hospitals. It is now known as the " Rendezvous of 
Distribution," and about the period that the Sanitary Con^nis- 
Bion commenced its labors there, it was popularly known among 
soldiers as " Gamp Misery. ^^ The frequent inspections and re- 
ports for the benefit of Ccmvp Misery had failed to reform its 
sanitary and social condition. Several thousand feeble- and 
needy men from the hospitals were every w^ek added to its 
population, and as many thousands departed thence for the 
field, or again to hospital. Under the direction of the military 
authorities and Surgeon-General Hanmiond, a radical improve- 
ment of the administration and medical care of the Camp and 
its vast population was commenced, and for the Sanitary Com- 
mission's share in the work of reform there a lady was selected 
as the Agent. A recent number of the ^^BvUetin " refers to the 
history of her labors as follows : 

^* At the late quarterly meeting of the Commission, a very full 
and interesting report was presented by Miss A. M. Bradley, the 



their character and prospects ; and what Federal prorisions are under consider- 
ation. Also, to tabulate and systematize the results of the inquiries pursued by 
Mr. Olmsted, Mr. Perkins, and Dr. Ordronaux. in relation to this subject. 

" Resolved, That under the advice of the Standing C!ommittee, this Committee 
have power to establish such experimental Sanitaria as they may think necessaiTf 
to settle questions that cannot be reasonably determined on theoretical grounds. 
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agent of the Commission at the Convalescent Camy, Alexan- 
dria, Va. It covered the operations of Relief from January 
17th to December 31st, 1863. 

" During this period of twelve months 111,825 soldiers entered 
the camp, in passing from the military hospitals to their respec^ 
tive regiments, or to their homes, on certificates of permanent 
disability. To tibese soldiers, including the inmates of the Camp 
Hospital, Miss Bradley distributed the following 'Sanitary 
Stores ' among others : 64 blankets, 67 quilts, 355 pairs of slip- 
pers, 10,096 towels, 100 woolen vests, 850 woolen mittens, 1,268 
woolen shirts, 200 woolen drawers, 500 cotton drawers, 24,200 
envelopes, 1,272 cotton shirts, 803 coarse combs, 178 fine combs, 
besides com starch, cocoa, beef-stock, brandy, rice, sugar, tama- 
rind vineffar, &c., &c., cfec." 
* *** * * * ♦ 

" I arrived on the 17th December. On the 21st, when the 
soldiers were all assembled in line for inspection, I passed around 
with the oflBlcers and supplied seventy-five men with woolen 
shirts ; I worked on the principle of supplying only the very 
needy. The same day I visited the tents, and finding many 
sick men, induced the commanding officer to place at my dis- 
posal some hospital tents. I soon had a hospital, and com- 
menced to nurse such poor fellows as I gathered from among 
the well men of the camp. I found others whose discharge 
papers had been lying in the office for some time ; these men 
being too feeble to stand in the cold and wet and wait their turn. 
I carried them to my hospital and warmed and clothed them, 
applied for their papers, and then sent them into Washington on 

the way to their homes." 

** * * * * * ♦ 

*' In order to guard against misapplication of the stores. Miss 
Bradley prepased cards to be used as requisitions upon her 
Store-house, and placed them in the hands of a selected soldier 
in each division m the camp. This soldier or wardmaster ex- 
amined the knapsacks of the men in his division^nd thus ac- 
quired a knowledge of the real wants of aU. Having ascer- 
tained the actual wants of the men, he sent them to the quarter- 
master to ascertain whether he would issue clothing on Govern- 
ment account. If not, they were then sent to Miss Bradley to 
obtain clothing or other necessaries from the Commission store- 
house. By constant daily personal inspection. Miss Bradley 
rendered herself familiar witn the wants of the soldiers, and sup- 
plied them quickly and fully. She says that from May 1st, 
1863, to December 31st, 1863, with few exceptions, all the sol- 
diers discharged from service in this camp were conveyed by 
her to the Commission Lodges at Washington. The number 
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of Bucb beneficiaries was over two thousand. When it is re- 
membered that the vast majority of these ra«n were suffering 
from incurable disease, prostrated in strength', and rendered 
excessively sensitive to all the trials and exposures of transporta- 
tion, the value of Miss Bradley's services raav be in some sense 
appreciated. They were conveyed to Washington in ambul- 
ances, and transferred to the comfortable Lodges of the Com- 
mission to await, in comparative ease and comfort, the comple- 
tion, through Commission agents, of their dischai^e papers. 
Many lives were thus saved and incalculable suflfering pre- 
vented." 



Similar labors are being carried on, upon a smaller scale, in 
connection with other places of rendezvous and at the various 
great centres where convalescents are gathered, but it is seldom 
that a woman has found such a field of labor as that which is 
occupied by Miss Bradley. Her peculiar fitness for the duties 
of " lady superintendent " of hospital nursing and administra- 
tion were proved in the Hospital Transports during the Penin- 
iBular campaign, and in her place at the Rendezvous of Distribu- 
tion her labors have been above all praise. Eecently, she has 
started a weekly paper entitled " The Soldiers^ Journal^ of 
which she is the Editress, and which is published for the moral 
benefit of the convalescents and for the pecuniary benefit of the 
children of deceased and disabled soldiers. 

Fresh supplies for the General Hospitals, — The exhausted 
and barren market of Washington being really incapable of 
furnishing suitable supplies daily for the extra diet of the great 
hospitals in that district, the proper method of meeting so great 
a want was regarded as a sanitary question, and it was settled 
by establishing, in Philadelphia, a purchasing and forwarding 
agency for the needed fresh supplies for those hospitals. The 
business was commenced in June, 1863, by an oflScial order 
from the Medical Director to the oflScers of all the hospitals, 
directing them to accept this voluntary channel of the Sanitary 
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Commission as tha regular source of supply, and that as far as 
practicable the hoypital fund should be applied to the payment 
of the cost of the articles thus furnished, thereby re-imbursing 
the Commission as far as possible. 

Thus the best of all the fresh - supplies of vegetables, meats, 
dairy products, fruits and delicacies that can be found in the 
markets of Philadelphia, are furnished in the most perfect con- 
dition every morning, by refrigerating cars^ at the De^ot in 
Washington.* Of course, the results of this system of supplies 
are eminently satisfactory to the Medical Officers and patients 
in the hospitals. This self-supporting branch of Sanitary aid to 
the hospitals is still continued . with entire satisfaction. The 
total weight of the fresh supplies that have thus been furnished 
by this agency to the hospitals in the vicinity of Washington, 
from June 24th, 1863, to April 1st, 1864, amounts to more than 



• • * * « * * *« *• 

* " 1 he object of the Commission, in undertaking this wotic, ivas to secure to 
the 8nIffiHn> in the hoi>pitHls a greater amount, with larger variety, and better 
quality of food than cuiild otherwise be purchased by the hospital fund; for pre- 
YiouHly all supplier had to be bouglil at the Washington mHrkets. whifli are ex* 
travat^antly high, and limited in variety. Most of the purchases had to be made 
oil credit instead of at ca»h prices; for the hospital fund by which Bup|iiie9 are 
boui^ht U not credited to the hospital until the end of t» e month, when it is 
known how mnny of the rations due to that ho.*^pital have not been drawn from 
the Qoiuiniadury." 

"Tht'Peends were securfd first by purchasing all nopplies at wholesale prices 
a^. Philadelphia, where the whole State is a garden, by means of our agents, who 
had no single interest but t> obtain the very best materials poosible Ht the must 
roisonahle cost, at canh prices; fur the Commission advances the money day by 
dty, and at the end of the mtuth receives it from the Commissary, upon orders 
from tlii^ severiil hotsp t^ils. 

"The^e supplies hre brought to Washington by Adams' Express Company, in 
arctic carp, which run daily. The^e cars are refrigerators, lined with zmc, and 
cai ry ice. 

*• The supplies for the day, boujrht the afternoon previous in Philadelphia, are 
rendv for (lelivery at five oViock in the mttrniiif?. wl>en the wajj^ns are sent from 
the I n^ipitals, eich for its invoice, as ordered, leaving the order for the day follow* 
iog. 'I huH. with peifeet t^yt^tem, all wants are met. and every article in its sea- 
son which the best marktt in the country affords, is furnisl.ed to the suluiers in 
hospitnl. 

'* Th« hospitals sav that their men were never before so well fed, with so good 
a variety, and at such reasomiblerost. The average money-saving to the ho-^pitels 
l>y this agency U est mateil at about fifteen or eighteen per cent., with a corres- 
ponding increase of food for the boldters." — Sanitary CommtMion £ulletiH, 
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a thouacmd and thirty tons (exactly 1,030 tons, 1,174 lbs.) ; and 
the total cost of this vast amount of material has been $139,- 
27144. 

Practically this system of supplies is in operation in all the 
great centres of miKtary hospitals remote from Northern mar- 
kets, as at Nashville, Murfreesboro', Chattanooga, Vicksburg 
and Beaufort, although at those places the accumulations of 
the ".hospital found " are not expected to re-imburse the Com- 
mission as the Washington hospitals do. 

Hie Scmitary Commission's Aid to the Sick cmd Wounded in 
the Nomf. — The opportunities for rendering assistance to the 
Sanitary service of our Navy have been comparatively infre- 
quent, but whenever any wants of the sick and wounded upon 
gunboats and ships of war have come to the knowledge of the 
Commission, its agents have rendered all the relief in their 
power. The gunboats upon the Mississippi and other rivers 
have received from the Sanitary depots and Sanitary steamers 
considerable quantities of hospital supp],ies, delicacies for the 
sick, &c. The facts relating to this subject are so well stated 
by Dr. Jkbtkins, the General Secretary, in the following corre- 
spondence, that his letter is here introduced entire : 



" XJ. S. Sanitary Commission, 

" 823 Broadway, 

" New Yoek, February 9th, 1864. 

" Madam,-rl have received from Mr, Strong your note of 

yesterday, drawing attention to a statement that alleged neglect 

by the IJ. S. Sanitary Commission of the claims of the Navy on 

its regard, is alienating friends who are not informed as to the 

facts of the Commission's past and present relations to that arm 

of the public ,service. 

" Though you do not need to be again told what you know so 
well, that the Commission has, from the first, sought to exercise 
its functions impartially, as a * Commission of Inquiry and Ad- 
vice in respect to the Sanitary Interests of the United States 
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Forces^ whether afloat or ashore, you will perhaps allow me to 
present to you such facts pertinent to the matter as now occur 
to me, for the information of any of your correspondents who 
may be less familiar with om* work than you are. 

"Soon after the organization of the Commission in 1861, 
its good offices were officially teindered to the Hon. the Se- 
cretary of the Navy, and its practice has ever since been to 
renew to the Chief of the Medical Bureau of the Navy and to 
commanders of squadrons, as occasion has arisen, its offers of 
service and assistance. At its last quarterly meeting in Janu- 
ary, the Commission appointed a committee to confer with Dr. 
"Whelan, the Chief of the Naval Medical Bureau, concerning the 
present sanitary condition and wants of the Navy. That its op- 
portunities have been vastly fewer to serve the navy than the 
sister service in the field, detract not from its disposition to min- 
ister equitably to all the national forces, whenever it may be 
privileged to sjerve them. The Commission's view of equity, in 
assisting the two branqjies of the service, is to give aid in pro- 
portion to the need of each. 

" The Navy, from its compact organization, its adequate sys- 
tem of supply vessels, which, besides the ordinary stores of food, 
clothing, and medicine, regularly take to each of the blockading 
squadrons, ice, fresh meat, and vegetables, and bring home its 
sick men to its well-provided Marine Hospitals; and its small 

{)ercentage of casualties in its peculiar blockade duty, has much 
ess frequently than the army afforded to the Commission the 
opportunity of supplying any lack of Governmental service. The 
fact, too, that every sailor is at home on shipboard, receives 
regularly his food and clothing, and generally secures his sleep, 
insures for the Navy an average sanitary condition £ar higher 
than the army often attains. 

" And yet the occasions are, though relatively, not really few, 
in which the Commission has been able to supplement for the 
the navy the provision which the best-orded bureaux cannot in 
time of extended operations secure against occasional d^fi- 
ciences. 

'* Without referring to our records, I may mention some of 
the facts of which I am personally cegnizant, which illustrate 
the above statement. 

" During the early summer of 1862, the gunboats in the Pa- 
munkey Elver guarding the supply depot of the Army of the 
Potomac, at White House, Va., received not unfrequently ice, 
and wine, and delicate food, for the comfort of their sick. So in 
the James River, for a month after the memorable " seven days," 
the naval flotilla shared to the extent of its needs the attention 
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of the CommiBsion, required fortunately far leas by it than by 
the land forces. 

"In July the Commission communicated to Commodore 
Wilkes its willingness to send semi-weekly a steamboat from 
Hampton Roads to the uppermost station of the James River 
Flotilla, which should visit each ^inboat and naval vessel, re- 
ceive its sick, and care for them wliile inr transit t6 the hospital 
at Portsmouth, or elsewhere, ^t the pleasure of the Commoaore. 

" The Blockadino: Squadron before Charleston, and the com- 
mands of Admirals Fairagut and Porter on the Mississippi, have, 
on many an occasion, had reason to bless the kind hearts at 
home who projected and sustain the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
whose open hand is never withheld from the suflferers of either 
service, when once their wants are known. 

" You recollect the occasi(m when, during the bombardment 
of Forts Jackson and St. Philip, below New Orleans, the Medi- 
cal Officers of the navy were enabled, by the assistance of Dr. 
Blake, the Commission's Inspector, to es^blish at Pilot Town, 
in the Southwest Passage, a hospital for the fleet, and to fur- 
nish it liberally with sponges, chloroform, oiled silk, adhesive 
plasters, bandages, lint, slieets, &c., &c., at a time when the desti- 
tution of the fleet as regards these articles, were most complete. 

*' I pick up the ^Scmita/ry Reporter ' of January Ist, and read 
that on a recent trip of the Sanitary steamer Cla/ra Bell down 
the Mis^^issippi, the Commission's agent made provision of fresh 
vegetables to supply the wants of the U. S. gunboats about 
Vicksburg ; and between Natchez and New Orleans fiirnished 
similar supplies to five others, the Osage^ Chilicothe^ C/ioctaw^ 
Lafayette^ and Champions 

" While I am writing this letter a report comes in from a 
Relief Agent of the Commission, who has recently visited the 
naval stations at and about Key West, Florida. 

" I make a brief extract : * We also found at Tortugas the gun- 
boat ^, Capt. , commander, no surgeon on board, number 

of men sixty-five. Caj)t. stated that tjiere has been no vege- 
tables on board during the past six weeks. Consequently, I 
thought it proper to issue to the men a limited supply, wliich 
was very gratefully received.' 

'^ I have fi*equent reason to know that the oflicers of the navy 
themselves do not share the opinions of those who think that the 
Commission neglects the navy. That some of them at least feel 
diflferently, is shown by the fact that on the first day of National 
Thanksc^i ving the oflicers of the sloop-of-war Saratoga made a gen- 
erous offering in aid of the Treasury of the Commission, of whose 
impartial beneficence they had been witnesses ; and by the other 
fact that at the late Fair in aid of the Cincinnati Branch of the 
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CommlBsion, both officers and crews of the Northern Mississippi 
flotilla, frcHQ the Admiral to the powder bojs, cheerfully gave a 
day's pay to swell the funds, which were to return in part to 
them converted into the material of relief for their future no- 
oessities, 

" Desiring to enable you to set right your correspondents, I 
have not waited to seet evidence from our archives, but hope 
that I have been able to show that the 17. S. Sanitary Commit- 
Bion has ever desired to lend its helping hand to any portion of 
the national forces. East, West, or South, afloat or asnore, that 
requires its ministry. 

" I am, Madam, very truly jours, 

^^ J. FOSTBB JbNKIKS, 

" General SecV of the XT. S. Sanitary Com. 
** Miss LoTjisA Lkb Schuyler, Kew York." 



The Treasury and Financial Resources of the Sanitary Comr 
mission. — The financial history of the Sanitary Commission yet 
remains unwritten, but we are enabled to present the following 
brief sketch of the resources and administration of the Central 
Treasury, upon which the life and progress of the Commission's 
plans have depended. 

Immediately upon the organization of Uie Board, in the 
month of June, 1861, the Commissioners took counsel with a 
few discreet and patriotic gentlemen connected with Life In- 
surance and with other great corporate interests in our cities, 
and having received assurances of approval and necessary aid, 
sufficient funds for immediate requirements were soon forwarded 
to the Treasury, in response to a single appeal, in which the 
Commission said : " We look to the Life Insurance Companies, 
whose intelligent acquaintance with vitals statistics constitutes 
them the proper and the readiest judges of the necessities of such 
a Commission, to give the first endorsement to our enterprise by 
generous donations — the best proof they can afford the public of 
the solid claim we have on the liberality of the rich, the patri-, 
otic, and the humane." 

16 
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The prDmptitiidey heartineBSy and the encouraging words, with 
which the leading Life InsnraQce Companies responded helped 
the Commission at once to inangnrate its plans of practical 
labors in camps and hospitals. The leading merchants of New 
York had, immediately npon the organization of the Conmus- 
sion, started its Treasury, and their preliminary aid was followed 
by contributions from the New England Life Insurance Com- 
pany amounting, to $1,000 ; from the New York Life Insurance 
Company, $5,000; the Mutual Benefit Company $2,000; and 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, $3,000, 
which has since been swelled to $9,000.* Other classes of busi- 
ness men offered their counsel and aid at the beginning of the 
Commission's work, and having, in July, 1861, organized a 
Central Finance Committee, they bade the Comissioners go on 
vigorously with their plans^f 



* Various oorporations haye at timea made Tery liberal coDtributiona to the 
Sanitary Treasury. The Banks in the city of New York made a contribution of 
$16,900 in the summer of 1868 ; the Pacific Mail Steamship Company has given 
$4,600, the Erie R. R. Company has given $5,000, and the Hudson River R. R. 
Company has contributed $5^000, to the Metropolitan Fair. These are worthy 
examples. 

f The following extract from that Financial Committee's first appeal, illustrates 
the spirit of its spontaneous offer of aid and co-operation : 

* * * * " Never before, in the history of human benevolence, did a gra- 
cious Providence youchsafe an opportunity for doing good on such a scale ; to eo 
great a number; in so short a time; and with comparatively so little money. Of 
the immense array of three hundred thousand men now in arms in our defence— to 
be swelled, if necessary, to five hundred thousand — the experienced military and 
medical members of the Sanitary Commission declare that one-Jifth, if not one- 
fourth, who must otherwise perish, may be saved by proper care. 

* * «.« « « # « 

" Men and Women of New York I We beg yon to awake to instant action. 
Death is already in the breeze. Disease, insidious and inevitable, is now stealing 
through the camps, on scorching plain, in midnight damp, menacing our dearest 
treasure — the very flower of our nation's youth. You surely will not permit them 
thus in^loriousl^ to perish. In the name of humanity and patriotism — in the name 
alike of justice and manly generosity, bidding us save them who stake their lives 
in saving us — in the name of the honored ancestors, who fought for the land we 
live in — in the name of the Blessed Being, the friend on earth of the sick and the 
suffering, we now commit this holy cause to your willing hearts, your helping 
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The financial embarrassments of the times, during the first 
year of the war, rendered it necessary for the Commission to 
arrange its methods of operation and the rate of expenditures 
upon a very guarded and economical scale ; and that circxmi- 
stance, as well as the large experience and business habits of 
several members of the Commission, led to the introduction of a 
most rigid system of accountability and economy in the use of 
the ftmds of the Central Treasury. The Treasurer, George T. 
Strong, Esq., was unanimously elected to his position in the 
Board, no less on account of special experience and fitness for 
such a trust, than for his acknowledged ability in counsel and 
philanthropic labors, and it is known that the financial concerns 
and prospective wants of the Commission have received his un- 
remitting care. The popular support and success of the Sani- 
tary Treasury, upon which such vast interests have continually 
depended, have been worthy of the faithful care and eflfbrt that 
have been bestowed upon the Commission's financial affairs by 
the Treasurer, and by those associates whose business habits have 
justly constituted them the trusted advisers of the Board in all 
matters pertaining to the safe and economical management 
of funds. 

Though the immense quantities of material supplies that are 
received and disbursed through the sanitary Commission's chan- 



hands ; with our 0arn«t aMarance that wba^eTer yon do wDl be doably weloonie 

if done at oooe. 

" Sahuel B. Rugglbs, 
" Christophxr R. RoBEaT, 

" ROBEBT B. MlNTURN, 

" Okorob Opdyke, 

*' JOKATHAK StUBOES, 

** MoBBis Ketgbum, 
** WiLLiAif A. Booth, 
" David Hoadlbt, 
** J. P. OiaAUD Foster, 
" Charles E. Strong, 
" Members of the Ezecative Committee of the Central Financial 
*' OoBimittee IJ. S. Sanitary Aasodation. 
« Nzw ToBK, Jnly 13, 1861." 
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nels are maiDly the liom& offerings of the people and the pro- 
ducts of accumulation or purchase by the Branches of aid, the 

maintainance of a Central Treasury, always adequate to the de- 
mands for systematic efforts in every field, by Prevention and 
Belief, has from the first been a paramount necessity. To its 
funds California and the gold-mining districts have contributed 
most naturally and liberally, as it has been almost the only way 
in which the people of those regions could directly render aid to 
the national cause.* The spirit, the manner, and the amount of 
their giving, are golden ties that add new strength to the Federal 
unity and fraternal sympathies of all the loyal States, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Perhaps it would be invidious to designate the amount which 
each State and city has contributed to the Central Treasury, for 
in a particular State or city all, or nearly all, the contributions 
may have flowed into the local treasury of a Branch of Supply, 
to \>e employed by it in purchase of " sanitary stores,", as has 
been the case in the States of Ohio, Illinois, and Pennsylvania, 
and in the cities of Buffalo and Philadelphia. The Branch of 
Supply in the latter city received, in cash, during the two years 
ending the first of January, 1864, the sum of $119,682 04, nearly 
all of which have been expended by the excellent Managers of 
that Branch in purchase of supplies at Philadelphia, and directly 
in the Belief service of the Commission in that city and elsewhere. 

The total amount of money that has been received into the 
Central Treasury of the Commission, to March 4tji, 1864, is — 

At the Treasurer's Office in New York $1,112,877 61 

« ." " " "Washington 12,32105 

« " ^ « " LouisviUe 8,487 62 

, Total receipts of Central Treasury $1,133,628 28 



* For snmd particHlan retpeetiog the rich ooDtribations from Oaliforma and tli« 
lOnmg regioDi^ ■«• ptgM 78, 74 sod lOi. 
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The total amount of disbursements by the Treasurer up to the 
date of the above footings is nine hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty-seven and yVir dollars [$985,457 41]. 
The "aggregate of the sums which have been expended by 
the numerous Branches and Aid Societies in the purchase of 
** sanitary stores," &c., would amount to a much larger sum 
than the total receipts of the Central Treasury. Over such ex- 
penditures the Sanitary Commission exercises but little authority^ 
but acts as the accredited adviser. Yet the more successful 
Branches, like those of Philadelphia,* Boston, Cleaveland, and 
elsewhere, practically hold their funds, as well as their stock of 
supplies, subject to official orders from the Commission. This 
is manifestly the true theory of effective and economical admin- 
istration of such auxiliary aid. The Women's Central Associa- 
tion of Relief, which was established in New York as a model 
for such Branches of supply, furnishes a perfect example in this 

respectf 

The management of all details in the current expenditures of 
the Commission, is conducted with the same rigid exactness and 
mlos of accountability that prevail in commercial life, and in 



* 'Che following statement, which we copy from a recent report of the *' Phila- 
delphia Branch," very clearly sets forth the facts relaling to the practical relations 
of that flourishing aoxiliary to the Sanitary Commission : 

* • • • * "It will be ohserred that the large sum of I82.00O 
has been expended by the Philadelphia Agency, mainly for supplies. It is proper 
to remark, in explanation, that the supplies purehaned with this money, have been 
bought by order of the Officers of the Oonmiseion at Washington, and have been 
forwarded to points designated by them. The Philadelphia Branch has always 
been regarded by its Officers as an Agency of the Central Commission, in the 
strictest sense of the term. With the exeption of certain comparatively small 
sums expended for local relief, they have considered all the funds collected by them 
as subject to the order and control of the Central Office, for the general purposes 
of the Commission. 

* • 

maintained the ^ , 

poses, at the disposal . 

certain where the greatest need exists." 

t 8ei AppentUx Jl. 
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the legal ^are of finandal ooncems. Proper voachers and sped- 
ficatioM 8h6w precisely how aU funds have been expended, and 
these, after having been critically examined, are audited at each 
Btated session of the Board, while the requisitions, estimates, and 
daily record *of the varioos agents and employes of the Commis- 
sion are under constant revision bjr the Standmg Committee and 
other responsible officers. The rate of remuneration in the several 
branches of active service under the Conunission is considerably 
below the average cost of similar work in ordinary avocations ; 
and, as has been recently stated by the President of the Board,* 
" these two hundred men receive, on an average, $2 per day for 
labor, which is, say half of it, highly skilled, sometimes of pro- 
fessional eminence, and worth from five to ten times that 
amount. Few of these men could be had for the money, but 
they work for love and patriotism, and are content with a bare 
support. The Board (all included, twenty-one in number) — 
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Medical Committee, Stand- 
ing Committee — give their services and their time gratuitously. 
They receive nothing. Their traveling eaypen8e% alone <»re partly 
refwnded them^ and these are trifling^ excepting the case of one 
or two who go frequently on tours of observation.^^ 

The Scmita/ry Convmission^s Hdations with the " Christian 
Com/mission ^^ in the Army. — ^During the Peninsula campaign, 
and subsequently in the field hospitals at Antietam, the officers 
and agents of the Sanitary Commission found " Christian dele- 
gates" laboring with much zeal and self-sacrifice for moral 
welfare of the -wounded and the sick. Consequently, after 
proper counsel upon the subject of fraternal relations, and op- 
portunities for co-operation with such " Delegates," the General 



* 8ee Dr. Bellows' Letter to Rev. R W. Beecher, in Banitary CkmmUtian 
BulUtin, Feb. 15th, 1864. 
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Secretary of the Oommissidn isBned the foflowing official circular 
of instructions to the Sanitary Inspectors : 

^ Central Office, SAjnrrABT Oommibbion, ) 

" Washington, Dec. 16th, 1862. ) 

** To EACH iNSPBOTOa OF THE SaNTTABY COMMISSION : 

" You are instructed, whenever the delegates of the Christian 
Commission offer to give you their aid for battle-field relief 
operations, or in other emergencies, to accept it gratefiiUy ; and, 
for the time being, you will deal with them, as far as possible, in 
the same manner as you would if each individual had been sent 
to you for special battle-field duty by ofBcdrs of the Com- 
mission. 

" You are also instructed at all times to give special attention 
to the representations of the accredited agents of the Christian 
Commission with regard to the wants of the hospitals, and will 
meet those wants to the extent of the means at your control as 
far as possible, consistently with a just prospective regard for the 
wants of others. 

(Signed) " Feed. Law Olmsted, 

" General Secretary.*' 

The respective objects and methods of the two organizations 
are and should be so distinct as well as harmonious, as to permit 
only the most effective oo-working in the same camps and 
hospitals. The following statements from an esteemed " dele- 
gate of the Christian Commission,'' illustrates the happy result 
of saeh cordial co-working : 

" U. S. Christian Commission, Branch Office, ) 

*/ Nashville, July 28, 1863. f 
" Dr. J. S. Newberry, 

Sec'y West'n Dep't U. S. Sanitary Commission, LouisvilUe : 

" My Dear Sir, — I desire, on behalf of the Christian Commis- 
sion, to render grateful acknowledgment for the uniform, 
generous and cordial co-operation of yoursQlf and the agents of 

Jour Commission in our work of bringing spiritual comforts and 
lessings to the soldiers. But for your assistance at the first, 
and its continuance all along, our work would have been greatly 
impeded in the army of the Cumberland. 
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** Also in my recent trip to Vicksbnrg, in the service of the 
Christian Commission, I was at all points kindly received and 
materially aided by the Sanitary Commission. My own* feel- 
ings — ^that the woric of botii Commissions^ though wronght in 
differen:^ departments, should be entirely co-operative^— were 
fully reciprocated by your agents at Cairo, MempniS| and on the 
Barge on Yazoo Eiver. 

"My observations of your work on that Barge were very 

J)lea8ant. I saw stores dispensed to needy applicants most 
reely, and in surprising quantity and variety ; and when I got 
back to the Bluffs, where the sick and wounded were commg 
into the division nospitals, I found bedding with your mark, 
dried and canned fruit, and lemons and chickens, which could 
have been fiimished from' no other source. I knew that, with- 
out the timely help of the Sanitary Commission, there would 
have been destitution, and consequent suffering, in many of 
those hospitals. 

" I want to bear testimony to the noble Christian philanthropy 
of the men in charge of your Commission in that department. 
I am persuaded they could not do that work from unworthy 
motives. Money could not procure such services as you are 
receiving, for instance, from Dr. Warriner at Vicksbnrg. 

" Everv week's experience in my army work, bringing me 
among tne camps and through the hospitals, and giving an 
opportunity, which I always improve, to look in at the different 
quarters oijoxir Commission, leads me to a continually higher 
estimate of^^the work you have on hand. I am satisncd that 
your system of distributing hospital supplies is the correct one; 
Such large contributions as the people are making cannot be 
handed over to the army on any volunteer system, unless it be 
for a few days amid the emergencies of a severe battle. A 
business involving such expenditure would be intrusted by a 
business man only to permanent and responsible agents. 

" That among all your employes there should be no unworthy 
man, is more than a reasonable mind can ask. The Christian 
Commission and the Christian Church would go down under 
that test. 

" Let me close this letter of thanks, my dear brother, with my 
daily prayer — a prayer which I learned in your Soldiers' Home 
in LouisviUe, and nave often repeated since in the Soldiers' 
Rest at Memphis, on the Ba^e in Yazoo River, in the Division 
Hospitals under the guns of Yicksburg, in the Nashville Home 
and Storeroom, and in the camps and hospitals at Murfrees- 
borough ; a prayer fresh on my lips, as I have just come fA)m 
seeing wounded and typhoid patients at TuUahpma and Win- 
chester lifted from rougn blankets and imdressed from the soiled 
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clothes q{ marcli and battle, and laid, in your clean sheets and 
shirts, upon your comfortable quilts and pillows — ^a prayer in 
which every Christian heart in the land will yet join — God bleaa 
the Sanitary Gonunission. 

" Most cordially yours, 
(Signed) " Edw. P. Smtth, 

" Field Agent, U. S. Chrstian Commission/' 

Most of the supporters of the " Christian Commission " are also 
friends of the Sanitary Commission, and it is manifestly desirable 
that there should never be any misconception of the fact that 
the Sanitary Commission has officially instructed its agents to 
offer to the delegates of the Christian Commission such fraternal 
and material aid as would tend to facilitate their work and 
benefit the patients in hospital. A scheme of philanthropy that, 
like the Sanitary Commission, has undertaken to diminish the 
sickness and mortality in our armies to a fraction of that which 
would occur without such interposition, should be aided by labors 
that judiciously bring religious instruction and consolation to 
the patients in the hospitals, and to the wounded in the field, 
and such philanthropic co-operation continues to be a rule of the 
Sanitary Commission. 

TAe International aspects and mftuence of the United States 
Sanitary Commission's work and^rposes. — ^In responding to 
the claims of our common humanity, however humble or how- 
ever imposing the demand for aid, we influence in greater or 
less degree the welfare of our fellow-men throughout the world. 
In our day is not every word and every effort that is deliber- 
ately and earnestly put forth in behalf of human welfare, sure to 
take root wherever theprogr^ of Christian civilization has pre- 
pared the mind of men for sympathy in such humane pur* 
poses and efforts? 

During the autumn of 1863, a spontaneous movement was 
made in Paris in aid of the work of the United States Sanitaiy 
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Commission, and already the work of the European Branch has 
become well organized, and' its agent has shipped most valuable 
supplies to the Commission from the vineyards and storehouses 
of Europe.* It has opened correspondency with the prominent 
American residents, in the various cities of the continent, and 
also with the leading philanthropists of Europe, who, in becom- 
ing interested in the progress of such an enterprise for humanity, 
also become interested in the great results of our national 
struggle. 

American residents in Great Britain have likewise given 
similar expression to their sympathy and aid for their fellow- 
countrymen, and noble minded Englishmen have already sent 
some munficient contributions to the Sanitary Treasury for our 
sick and wounded soldiers. A British Branch of Supply in aid 
of the United States Sanitary Commission, has been organized 
upon a most promising basis ; and, like the Continental or Euro- 
pean Branch, this movement has been at once spontaneous and 
business-like.f And while these foreign Branches, correspond 
in many respects with those that have sprung into existetice in 
our loyal States at home, they cannot fail, while directly aiding 
to succor the sick and wounded of the Federal army, at the same 
time also to awaken increased regard for the welfare of our 
country, and likewise engage the fraternal interests of the phil- 
anthropic minds in all nations. Indeed there is good reason to 
believe that the spirit and purposes of the United States Sanitary 
Commission as well as its intelligence and example in the prac- 
tibal appUcatione of sanitary science and humane snccor in 
armies, are already widely felt in Europe. 

The proceedings and spirit of the International Sanitary Con- 
ference which was recently convened at Geneva, prove how 
readily the progressive civilization and Christianity of our day 

* See Appeadiz B. \ See Appendix B. 
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accepts and puts in practice the grand problems npon which 
the Sanitary Commission is working, and there is. gratifying 
evidence that the spirit and purposes of this American work are 
abeady largely shared by many leading minds in Europe.* 

Injl/uence of ihe Commission's lahors upon Sanita/ry Science^ 
and upon tJiepoputur estimation of the Sacredness of Human 
Idfe. — The art of preserving health depends upon a definite 
knowledge of the laws of health. It is a branch of medical art, 
and is properly termed '^preventive medicine^ In armies it 
has not been customary to give any other attention to Sanitary 
Begulations than that which is connected simply with military 
discipline. The Army Regulations, as such, do not make any 
provisions for the preservation and care of the health of the sol- 
dier, nor is the subject so much as mentioned even in the Ee- 
vised Regulations of our Army. But there are many points 
connected with the order, regularity, and discipline of soldier- 
life, which incidentally promote and protect the health of men 
in camp, in quarters, or on the march. To collate and explain 
all such passages contained in our Army Regulations was one of 
the very first duties performed by the Sanitary Commission. f 
A medical member of the Commission, long familiar with army 
life, prepared this little manual, and very large editions have 
continued to be published and gratuitously distributed among 
officers and soldiers. 

Aliighly practical '^ Report upon Military Hygiene and Thera* 
peuticsy^' as prepared and authorized by a competent comtnittee 
of the New York Academy of Medicine, immediately followed 
the little manual of Hules^ etc. ; and of that valuable report 
many editions have been printed and furnished to military sur- 
geons. 



* See Appendix 0. 

f See Medical ''DoeomoDt 0/' " Btdea for prtaerving the health of toldiert,** 



352 



A great number of specially prepared essays or Tnonographs 
upon the most important subjects in army hygiene and medicine 
have been put forth by the Commission, with the design to aid 
the Medical Officers of the army in a way that would be at once 
the most acceptable and most effective.* The interest and ac- 
tive inquiry that have been awakened by these twenty mono- 
•graphs have helped powerfully to keep up a constant watchful- 
ness against the causes of preventible disease and mortality. 
This is one of the unseen agencies of which the Sanitary Com- 
missionhas been enabled to increase and perpetuate Sanitary 
information, together with the most practical and advanced 
knowledge in the art of medical care and healing. Ko other 
army has ever enjoyed the influence of such an agency. 

But aside from the influence thus exerted by means of pub- 
lished monographs on hygiene and the care of sickness and 
wounds, the general effect of many of the Commission's ordinary 
reports and circulars has be^n to awaken thoughtful attention 
to the great principles and means of jyreaerving healih / while 
every branch of slmitary work for the soldiers, has strongly 
tended to keep alive a proper estimation and consciousness of 
the value of life and health, and of the skill and care required 
by those who suffer wounds and sickness. In this way the 
popular appreciation of Heaxth and the means of preserving it 
has been rapidly increasing among all classes ; and while the 
carnage of our terrible war has naturally been weakening the 
common estimate of life's value and saoj'edness — an effect in- 
geparable from the bloody strife of continued battles — the varied 
appliances and earnest purposes of the Sanitary Commission and 
its branches of aid, have continually and everywhere taught in 
a very impressive manner that life is sacredj and that human 

* See Appendix D. 
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suffering and human Bjmpatliies are insignia of human brother- 
hood which command universal regard and affectionate care. 

Sanitary science and its more common precepts are rapidly 
becoming household words. The vital importance of fresh air, 
cleanliness, cheerfiilnesSj proper food, and self-care, are daily be- 
coming understood, both in our armies and in our homes ; and 
the imperative duty of intelligent care and provision for suffer- 
ing fellow beings is more universally and more deeply felt * 
among us than when the war began. And, says a leading 
critical review, "it will yet be seen in the history of our repub- 
lic, and in the records of human progress, that the United 
States Sanitary Commission's works and purposes of relief and 
mercy have had an important mission in hastening the day 
when 

** ' Man to inan tbe world o*er 
Shall brothers be, and a' that' " 

m 

The woes of wounds and sickness, and the deepest griefs that 
follow in the bloody pathway of our great war, have served to 
hasten the practical development of a higher civilization and a 
, broader application of the Golden Kule of Christianity. Unlike 
all previous wars, the present relentless contest of arms in the 
struggle for our national birth-right has giv^n new life to the 
spirit of philanthropy. The soldier is no longer regarded merely 
as a mechanical agent in the war, but as a brother ; while to 
our foe when fallen and in need, our sympathies and care are 
spontaneous and unstinted. Not only has the Sanitary Com- 
mission endeavored practically to establish the doctrine of nevr 
^ro/^Vy for the enemy's wounded and sick, and for their attendants, 
but the progress of Federal forces in the insurgent States, is pro- 
videntially opening a vast field for the extension of sanitary aid 
and succor to multitudes of the enemy's invalids that are now 
languishing and dying for want of such relief as the fiick and 
wounded in our own hospitals receive. To aid in the sanitary 
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protection and care of our loyal forces, while they are pressing for- 
ward upon the rebellion, through malarious and wasted regions to 
the Gulf ; to aid our conquered enemy in the relief of hiS" destitute 
arid wounded ; and to follow up the sanitary care of our invalid 
soldiers until all practicable means of recovery and comfort are 
folly enjoyed by all of them, must continue to be the duty of 
. the Sanitary Commission acting as the aid to the Medical De- 
partment of the ariny, and as the agent of the people's humane 
and patriotic desires. ^ , 

Sanitary condition of the Federal Army f present rate of 
Sickness a/ad Mortality, — ^Mflitary considerations that must be 
respected in the time of active campaigns d^bar the foil publica- 
tion of recent statistics of sickness and mortality in the forces. 
The few statistics we have given in the first sections of this 
narrative,^relate wholly to periods and events that are past. The 
vast aggregates of patients reported in military hospitals, and 
of losses by death, as occasionally published in our daily news- 
papers, sometimes may awaken deep anxieties in philanthrophic 
minds ; but the Sanitary Commission has its own watchful 
Bureau of Statistics, and is faithfolly informed of the sanitary 
condition of every division of the forces, and its principal mission, 
is to to aid iRjpreventing disease j and to have and supply before- 
hand all needed supplementary means of succor for the men 
who fall by wounds and sickness.^ It is true that more than a 



* The following extracts from a recently pnblislied letter from the Medical Di- 
rector of the 16th corpt tTarmie, illuatrates the yiew that is tak^n of the Sanitary 
Commission's work. The statements here given of the rates of sickness and mor- 
•tality are similar to the reports that have been coming in from aU departments of 
the army during the period here mentioned : 

" HKADQVAaTEBS 16th Abitt Gobfs, 
Medical Direotor's Office, 
. HumviLLE, Ala.» Feb. 22, 1864. 
''Mt Dear Sn: 

• ••«**«•* 

* * * '' I cannot refrain from expressing my thanks and obliga- 



! 
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hundred thousand graves of our soldiers who have died in 
hospital or on battle-fields, tell what sacrifices have sealed 



tioDs to the United States Sanitary OommiBsion, the immediate and active agen- 
cies, which have heen, under Providence, largely instrumental in preserving the 
health of the troops, and thus maintaining a state •of efficiency rarely equalled, 
and perhaps never surpassed. 

** Coming to the present location from the long march of nearly ei^ht hundred 
miles from Memphis to Knoxville, and so far baok, and fighting at CoiliersviUe, 
Cherokee, Tuscumbia, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and Ringgold, and 
losing throughout in killed, wounded, and missing, nearly two thousand men, the 
gratification of the gallant corps could hardly shape itself into words, when, on 
reaching at last a resting place, weary, worn, ragged, foot>sore, and hungry, it 
found the inevitable Sanitary Commission with its supplies of vegetables, delicacies, 
hospital supplies of food and clothing, and experienced once more the benefits of 
that active and loving sympathy, which, in its organization and results, challenges 
history for a parallel, and which, in its never-varying love, labor, sacrifice, hope- 
fulness, broad catholic charity and courage — inspiring words of cheer, corresponds 
fittingly with, and is a glorious pendant to the patriotism, valor, endurance, and 
high-beartednessof the noble army, braving disease and death, enduring all things 
in the present, and hoping all things in the future, fighting for those altars and 
fires at and around which they are daily made to feel they are perpetually re- 
membered. ♦ • ♦ • ♦ ♦• • 
• ***••••# 

" I am satisfied from this long and familiar intercourse with the army in active 
-service, that men are brave and fearless, both because of the knowledge that they 
are watched by loving eyes that fill with proud and happy tears when they do 
oobiy, and because they are ' sustained ana soothed by an unfaltering trust,' that 
happen what may, preparation and provision have been made for the emergency, 
even again^ their hour and manner of suffering. 

** The soldiers look with confidence to the Commission for prophylactics also, 
and the liberal distribution of vegetables has been productive of incalculable good, 
by preventing that deterioration and deprivation of the system, which is the pre* 
cunor of Typhus, Scurvy, and all those formidable evils which arise in the army 
from derangement of the natritiye function. The Medical Department of the 
army supplies bountifully now what is needed in the way of medicines and hos- 
pital stores ; those medical officers whose ideas of service and administration were 
found incompatible with the needs of the emergency and the spirit of the times, 
haying been forced to yield their notions or be pushed aside altogether. 

** So fax, then, as this portion of the army is concerned, it seems to me that the 
greatest amount of good may be done in the way of prevention, and I would re- 
spectfully urge, as my opinion of the method of bringing the greatest good to the 
greatest number, that the Commission should direct the large-hearted liberality 
of the soldiers' friends towards gathering and forwarding to the army those vege- 
tables which are the most difficult to procure on the part of the Commissary 
Department, or which are not in the army ration, and which have proved so valu- 
able hitherto in the prevention of disease arising from the derangement of the 
function of nutrition and the depraved condition of system, which is nearly cer- 
tain to follow confinement to one class of foo«l. The occupancy for a long time 
past of this part of the country by both armies has stripped it of supplies, and 
many of the inhabitants are forced to apply to the Army Commissary for subsist- 
ence. 

" The health of our troops is now so excellent, that the greatest expectations 
may be based upon their efficiency in the coming campaign, and if the articles 
mentioned can be furnished, I have no fear that the number of sick will exceed the 
four per cent, now reported, although the months of February and March are 
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the faith and loyalty of our people. Every town and neighbor- 
hood in the land has borne a share in this sacrifice, and the 
Toice of mourning for the fallen brave and loved ones has min- 
gled with new vows ef devotion to the national cause in every 
community at the North. This has occurred in an army whose 
death-rate from disease has been le^s than was ever before known 
in the annals of great campaigns,* and actually less than one- 
third the percentage of mortality from sickness in our volun- 
teer forces in the Mexican war. And it may safely be stated 
that had the rates of sickness and mortality which prevailed in 
our Mexican campaign, and that have characterized all great 
wars, been experienced in this protracted struggle of our nation, 
tlie present catalogue of the dead for whom we mourn, would 
have contained more than thrice its present number of names ; 
the voice of wailing would have ascended from almost every 
family in the land, and the number of invalids languishing in 



most trying^ to troops who are allowed to deteriorate during the change froia 
winter to »priog. 

** I should remark that only four per cent, are excnsed from duty, and only two 
per cent, are really lo ill as to n<*ed medical attendance. In many regimvuts there 
18 nttt an intnate of a regimental hospital. We have not sent a man to the General 
Hfispiral since leaving Brid^^eport, on Christmas, and have at this place a Post 
Hospital, mainly for the care of sick belonging to the Provost Goard, on duty in 
town. Quartermaster and citizen employees, diC, less than twenty in al% l>eing 
reported as ** remaining sick.* I know that this information will be gratifying to 
thnse who bear In remembrance the patriotic citizen who has become a soldier, 
and to you, the representatives of those Sanitary Commissions, wh^se bounties I 
have witnessed during so lung a period, and under so many tr\ing and desperate 
circum'*tances. and it is with a warm and grateful feeling at my heart that I de- 
clare that in a service of nearly three years, performed in the States of Maryland, 
Tefine0se«>, Virginia, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, I 
have Dever been in circuAastances, however trying, in positions, however desperate 
and hopeless, or in places of danger, however great and imminent, but either 
prec'eding us, close by our side, or following in our very footsteps, were to be 
fuund the active, self-sacrificing, ubiquitous agents of the Sanitarj Commission, 
braving disease, and danger, and death, in the pursuit and exercise of a noble 
philanthropy. ♦»••♦•• 

*' I am, sincerely and truly, your friend, 

Chas. MoMillav, 
Surg. U. 8. Vols., Med. Director 15th A. 0. 

Dr. A. N. TLMAOf Inspector, U. S. San. Com. 

* See Appendix EL 
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hospitals or in our homes incapable of service, would have been 
very far greater than that which now exists. 

The unprecedented success of medical and surgical treatment 
in our military hospitals has brought lasting h^noc to the Medi- 
cal Department of the army, and it is a proper subject for grati- 
tude and devout thanksgiving ; while throughout the lines of 
our armies in the field, there is such health and manly vigor as 
never before was enjoyed by volunteer soldiers in long cam- 
paigns. Under the good Providence that holds the destiny of 
our national cause, these unspeakably great blessings are due to 
the skillfdl care, the timely succor, and the sanitary service which 
a liberal Government, and a patriotic, loving, and intelligent 
people have provided for their armies. 




APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX A. 



«M%^»^^^^^l^^»^^»^^ 



THE BRANCHES OP SUPPLY. 



<M^»*»^Mm»»^A^<»Mfc 



Thb origin and objects of the first two ** Branches " of Supplj to the 
Sanitary CommisBion, are mentioned upon pages 59 and 60 in this 
volume. A summary statement of the aid rendered by those a»d other 
leading ^ Branches ^ of the Commission will here be given, so f^ as the 
facts relating to their respective operations are at present in hand.^ 



• The FirU MtUer^ Aid 8oeUty.^k% ooe of the meetings of the U. S. Ssni- 
tary GommlBsion. soon after its organizatioD, one of the Oommissioners presented 
•8 a touvenir of Revolutionary days, an autograph copy of a Utter from Generai 
Waihington to Mrs, Baelie (Daughter of Benj, Franklin) : 

" Hkad-Quabters nr Bssqsn, K. J., 

" 14th of July, 1T80. 

'* Madam: I have receiyed with much pleasnre^bat not (ill last nieht — yoov 
favor of the 4tb, specifjing the amount of the inbscriptions already coUeoted for 
the use of the American soldiery. 

"This fresh mark of the patriotism of the Ladies entitles them to the highest 
applause of the country. It is impossible for the army pot to feel a superior 
gratitude on such an instance of goodness. If I am happy in having the cooour- 
rence of the Ladies, I would propose the purchasing of coarse linen, to be made 
into shirts, with the whole amount of their subscription. A shirt extraordinary to 
the soldier will be of more service to him than any other thing that could be pro- 
cured him ; while it is not intended to, nor shall ezclnde him fi^m the usual supply 
which he draws from the public. 

" This appears to me to be the best mode for its application, provided it is ap- 
proved by the Ladies. I am happy to find you have been good enough to g^ve us 
a claim on your endeavors to complete the execution of the design. An example 
so laudable will certainly be nurtured, and must be productive of a &vorable issue 
in the bosoms of the fair, in the sister States. 

** Let me congratulate our benefactors on the arrival of the French fleet o£F the 
harbor of Newport, on the afternoon of the 10th. It Is this moment announced, 
but without any particulars, as an interchange of signals had only tsksa 
place. 

" I pray the Ladies of your family to receive, with my compliments, my liveliesl 
thanks for the interest they take in my favor. 

" With the most perfect respect and esteem, I have the honor tp be, madam^ 

" Tour obedient and humble servant, 

'<G£0. WASHINGTON.' 
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" ThB Womaris Central Association of Belief,^ New York.— This 
Aflsociation was organized April 29, 1861) at a meetiDg of nearly three 
thousand ladies. Its officers at the present time [March, 18Q4] are — 

President, Valentine Mott, M. D. 

Secretary. Samuel W. Bridgham. 

Treasurer Howard Potter, 

of the firm of Brown, Brothere dt Co,, 
* 69 Wall etrut. 

Executive Cam/mUtee. 

Miss L. L. SOHUTLER, 

Mrs. George Curtis, 
Miss A. Post, 
Mr. George Wh. Curtis, 
• Mr. E. L. GoDKiN, 

H. W. Bellows, D. D., 

Miss Ellen Collins, 

Mrs. T. d'ORSMiBULX, 

Miss Gertrude Stevens, 

Mrs. C. B. Lowell, 

Mr. Samuel W. Bridgham, , 

Mr. John Crosbt Brown, 



Sub. Com. on Correspond- 
ence and Diffusion of 
Information. 



Sub. Com. on Receiving 
and Forwarding Sup* 
plies. 



Special Belief ComfnUtee. 

Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Mr. Howard Potter, 

Mrs. H. Batlis, Wm. H. Draper, M. D., 

Mrs. Cyrus W. Field, Elisha Harris, M. D., 

Miss A. H. Nbvins, B. D. Hitchcock, D. D. 

Purchasing Committee. 

Mrs. J. A. Swett, Mrs. Hamilton Fish. 

ASSOCIATE MANAGBRS. 

CONNECTICUT, 
Miss Lydia B. Ward Bridgeport, Fairfield Co. 

Mrs. C. E. Bacon .Danburj, Fairfield Co. 

Mrs. John Olmsted Hartford, Hartford Co. 

Mrs. T. G. Talcott 1 • • Hartford, Hartford Co. 

• 

Mrs. Benjamin Douglas • • .Middletown, Middlesex Co. 

Mrs. Thomas B. Butler Norfolk, Fairfield Co. 

Miss Helen Etertson Smith, .v ••••••• • Sharon, Litchfield Co. 
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NEW JERSEY. 
Mrs. Eliza Howard Pqwees .PatersoD, Passaic Co. 

NEW YORK. 
Mrs. Emilt W. Barnes ••• .. Albany, Albany Co. 

Mrs. Gborgb Letchworth Auburn, Cayuga Co* 

Mrs. Hbnrt Mather BingbamptoD, Broome Co. 

Mrs. Henrt S. Randall • Cortlandvillage, Cortland Co. 

Miss G. B. Schuyler ^ . .Dobbs' Ferry, Westchester Co* 

Mrs. Charles B. Stuart Elmira, Chemung Co. 

Mrs. Harrirt N. WiNa Glen's Falls, Warren Co. 

Mrs. Eliza A. Redfield Goshen, Orange Co. 

Miss Jane L. Hardt Ithaca^ Tompkins Co. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Saunders Newburgh, Orange Co. 

Mrs. A. B. James Ogdensburgb, St. Lawrence Co. 

Miss C. M. Brooks Owego, Tioga Co. 

Mrs. Morris Brown • •«..••• .Penn Yan, Yates Co. 

Mrs. W. B. Williams Rochester, Monroe Ca 

Miss R. B. Long • Rochester, Monroe Co« 

Mrs. Edward Huntington Rome, Oneida Co. 

Miss E. Washington Schenectady, Schenectady Co. 

Mrs. Pierre Van Cortlandt. Sing Sing, Westchester Co. 

Mrs. Lydia Wallace Syracuse, Onondaga Co. 

Mrs. W. D. Hamlin. Utica, Oneida Co. 

Mrs. W. V. V. Rosa Watertown, Jefferson Co. 

RHODE ISLAND, 
Mrs. G. H. Thorndike • Newport. 

. Miss Fanny M. Green • Providence. 

Total Re<;[eipts of the Woman's Central Association of Relief, 

FROM May 1, 1861, to Feb. 1, 1864. 

Ariides of HospiUd Clothinffj dsc. 



Flannel shirts 68,969 

Cotton *« 121,789 

Flannel drawers 42,234 

Cotton « 62,350 

Socks 99,400 

Slippers 22,389 

Dressing gowns. .....•••• 1 3,^44 

Coats. 3,169 

Pantaloons 4,203 

Handkerchiefs , 88,468 



Quilts 21,429 

Blankets 7,043 

Sheets 45,593 

Bedsacks 13,046 

Pillows 28,850 

^^ cases 59,425 

" sacks..* 7,592 

Cushions 16,884 

Towels 99,891 

I 

Musquito nets 3,100 
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AfUtki of ffospiidl Clo(hing^ de. 



Lint, bbb 563 

Bandages, bbls • 1,053 

Old cotton, " 476 

Dried fruit," 1,245 

Vegetables, •* 446 



Fans J 10,088 



Jelly, jars 17,937 

Wine, bottles 13,247 

Condensed milk, lbs. 11,491 

Beef-stock, lbs ..•••••• T. • 7,1 5 

Groceries 17,676 



Fresb fruit, boxes. 233 Pickles, gals 7,781 



Lemonade, lbs. . • . , 9,072 



The total estimated value [at wholesale and cost prices] is 9655,337 00. 

The amount of money received has been 936,805 71, all of which has 
been expended in purchasing hospital supplies, and in *^ special relief,^ 

These articles were received from more than twelve hundred towns and 
Tillages with whose Aid Societies the Central Association had established 
correspondence. At page 59 in this volume, the origin and purpose of 
this Association have been mentioned, and no higher praise could b^ 
awarded to its management than to state the fact that the original purpose 
of aiding in the organization, methodizing, and most effectual application 
of woman's help in this war, has been steadily pursued and successfully car- 
ried out in every particular. The abstract of receipts and shipments and the 
catalogue of auxiliary Aid Societies, on the preceding page, present but an 
imperfect idea of the arduous labor that has been performed in this Asso- 
ciation. The correspondence, and the hard work of re-packing, assorting 
and forwarding, Which constitute the daily duties of its lady managers, at 
their central ofiSce, have for nearly three years past presented scenes of 
cheerful industry, intelligent care, and /igidly business-like system that 
have won universal admiration and respect 

The Association has made but little effort to contribute pecuniary aid, 
as the Sanitary Commission treasury is kept in New York. It has chosen 
rather to become a direct and reliable channel and main artery to the 
Commission's department of Belief. Its services have been of untold' value 
to that department. The spirit in which its labors are pursued may be 
judged by the following extract from the last published report of its Ex- 
ecutive Committee : 

^ When the time comes that we may rightfully lay aside the needle and 
the pen, we shall be told it, and not until then bring this work to a close, 
which it is our privilege as well as our duty to be engaged in. 

/ *'*' There is one result of the work of the Commission, not to be found in 
any of the reports, not to be counted, nor weighed, nor measured, nor 
aeen. For two and a half years, while we have been filling the boxes and 
forwarding them, enrolling ourselves as workers of the order of the ** brownr 
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liDen apron,** and busy with the needle, the hammer, and the pen, this 
mighty work has been silently gaining strength and gaining ground. Be- 
fore resuming our work, let us clear our eyes for a moment from the dust 
of these welcome bales and boxes ; let us free our ears from the whirr of 
the sewing machine, and consider what part our work is taking in a 
national, in a patriotic point of view. A wounded rebel, from South Caro- 
lina, not along ago, asked our inspector, '^ What is the meaning of this 
stamp, *■ U. S. Sanitary Commission,' on my shirt?*' It was explained to 
him. " What," said he, ** do you have wofnen in your army ?" *' The 
women are the back-bone of our army,** was the reply ; ^ we have ten 
thousand of them working for it all the time." I never mean to fight 
against those women again," was the rejoinder. It was a low estimate- 
ten thousand women — only one division of the grand army scattered 
throughout the loyal States, representatives merely of the many hundred 
thousands banded together in one common sympathy, united in one na- 
tional cause. In the spring of '61 every village was busy fitting off its own 
dearly loved soldier boys — the best, the bravest, the flower of the flock. 
How gladly would we have followed these sot)s and brothers to the field to 
shield them from danger, to nurse them when sick or wounded — but it 
might not be. They voluntarily gave up their own identity, as soldiers of vil- 
lage, or county, or State, and enrolled themselves as soldiers of the Union. 
They had given their lives to their country, and to the principles which 
that country represents — they had sworn to support the Government ; and 
turning to those at home, anxiously endeavoring to follow the loved ones with 
home comforts to the field, they say : ** The Government is our best friend, 
you can only help us by helping it, by working with it and through it — 
it cares for all aliae, it does for us the best it can, but it cannot do every- 
thing-^help us by helping it." And so we are no longer working alone 
for our own^ons and brothers, but for the sons and brothers of the Union. 
The spirit of rivalry and jealousy, the false pride, the taunt of ^ Our com- 
pany so n)uch better taken care of than yours," has given place to some- 
thing far higher and holier. What are these but the germs of that spirit 
which rankles at the root of secession ? "^"^hen we think that this state of 
things might have existed all through our country, does this ideal work of 
the Commission, this ^ merging of the domestic interests of the people in 
the army,' seem so unimportant because it is not to be estimated in 
figures ? 

** Friends, sisters, let us think serionely of the i^sponsibility of rightly 
using this mighty ipfluei^ce wl^ich rests with us. Shall it be, brought to 
bear upon nothing higher than the alleviation of present suffering — ^is 
there nothing nobler in our work than this? While we bind up the 
wounds may we not also strengthen the hands and the hearts of those who 
are fighting for principles on the battle field, by fighting for those princi- 
ples at home ? Is not this consecration of ourselves to the right as much 
our duty — more so — than anything else ? Let us, then, in the security 
and happiness of our own homes, as ** Soldiers of Christ," fight the good 
fight of humanity, of patriotism, of Christianity — ^fight it through aU re- 
verses, knowiujg; no discouragements, nor compromises, nor defeats, but 
believing and knowing that the right mnst triumph in the end. Hence- 
forth may our watchword be Union and Liberty, and then shall the bond 



266 



which 'has bound us so closely together, as lovers of the soldiers of the 
UnioQ, shine out in its true light of a loyal, national league — a league of . 
DO written articles, requiring no signatures, but none the less known and 
felt to be binding." 

In the report from which we quote, it is stated, after reviewing the pro- 
gress of the battle and siege work, of the army, that — 

" In looking back at our own work during the same time, it will be 
noticed, that no appeals have been made in behalf of our sick and wounded 
soldiers for any of these special occasions. 

^' They were unnecessary. Our friends know that it is too late to pre- 
pare for a battle after it is over, and wounded men cannot wait a fortnight 
for clothing and bedding to be made and forwarded to them. In Mr. 
Olmsted's last circular, written just after the battle of Gettysbuig, he says : 
' Hundreds will owe their lives this week to those who did not bold their 
hand when there was no special public excitement, by which the Commis- 
sion had stores re<ndy at Frederick, Baltimore, and Washington, and 
reserves at Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. Those who wish to 
cordially co-operate with the Commission will now go to work as if we 
were just entering upon a long war, ar^d with no thought of its ending. 
A momentary enthusiasm is not desired, but the Commission offers its 
agency to all who wish to steadily contribute to the relief of the sick and 
wounded, and to the comfort of the army. ***** 
Let those who have not begun to work systematically for the army begin 
DOW. Let those who have been working steadily become more steadfast 
and orderly in their work.* 

" And to those steady workers — ^women who have made the weekly 
meeting at the Soldier's Aid Society as much a part of their business as 
any other duty in life — to those steady workers, uniting with*our Govern- 
ment, is due the fact that in no country in the world, in time of war, have 
the sick and wounded received such tender care, such loving-kindness, as 
to-day with us." 



" The New England Women^s Auxiliary Association ;" Boston Branch. 

Offiobrs for 1804. 

HsNRT B. Rogers, President 

S. G. HowK, • Vice-PresidenU 

RuFUS Ellis, Secretary, 

Gborgb Higqinson, Treasurer, 

Executive Committee, — Mrs. D. Buck, Mrs. G. S. Curtis, Mrs. Otto 
Dresel, Miss Isa E. Gray, Miss Grace Heath, Miss Mary G. Loring, Miss 
Abby W. May, Miss Annette P. Rogers, Miss Martha C. Stevenson, Miss 
Sarah C. Williams. 

Industrial Committee. — Mrs. F. W. Andrews, Miss Caroline A. Brewer, 
Miss Isabella P. Curtis, Mrs. Wm. Glidden, Mrs. Sarah S. Hunt, Miss 
Anna P. Loring. 
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Financial Committee, — ^Mrs. C. B. F, Adams, Frank W. Andrews, 
James M. Beebe, J. Ingersolf Bowditch, John 0. Dalton, Mrs. Wm. Endi- 
cott, Jun., Edward Jackson, Mrs. J. 0. Johnson, Arthur T, Lyman, Mrs. 
Lyman Nichols, Mrs. G. H. Shaw, Geo. W. Wales. 



Associate Managers. 

Maine. — Augusta^ Miss Burton. Bangor^ Mrs. H. Bowman. Belfast^ 
Mrs. J. 6. Dickerson. Calais^ Miss M. L Cooper. Castine, Mrs. Dr. 
Stevens. Dover, Miss L. M. Johnson. Eastport, Mrs. Aaron Hayden. 
Elhworth, Mrs. Lucy T. Phelps. Farmington, Mrs. Charles Alexander. 
Gardiner, Miss E. H. Gardiner. Hallowell, Miss L. M. Emmons. Houlton^ 
Mrs. J. Donnell. Kennehunk^ Mrs. J. A. Swan. Lewiston, Mrs. E. S. 
Davis. Mackias, Miss U. M. Penniman. Orono, Mrs. Israel Wash- 
burn. Rockland, Mrs. C. N. Germaine. Saco, Mrs. J. T. G. Nichols. 
^ South Berwick, Miss M. O. Hayes. Waterford, Miss C. 'M. Douglass. 
Wiscaseett, Mrs. Alex. Johnston. « 

New Hampshire. — Amherst, Mrs. H. Eaton. Charleetown^ Mrs. 
Richd. Hubbard. Claremont, Mrs. E. L. Goddard. Concord^ Mrs. Ira 
Perley. Derry, Mrs. L. T. Morris. Dover, Mrs. A. S. Whidden. Exeter^ 
Mrs. E. S. Cobbs. Fitzwilliam, Mrs. W. L. Gaylord. Hanover, Mrs. C. 
A. Aikin, Mrs. W. P. Abbott Keene, Mrs. T. K. Leverett. Lancaater^ 
Miss E. M. Weeks. Manchester^ Mrs. M. Currier, Mrs. E. H. Hawkes, 
Miss M. O. A. Hunt Meredith, Mrs. E. Stevens. Nashua^ Mrs. J. A. 
Baldwin. Plymouth, Miss M. E. Mc-Questin. Portsmouth^ Mrs. Eliz. 
C. Tilton. Winchester, Mrs. S. W. Buffum, 

Vermont. — Brattleboro\^rs, Hampden Cutts, Mrs. M, G. Daven- 
port. Burlington, Mrs. J. M. Pomeroy. Chelsea, Miss L. H. Dicken- 
son. Coventry, Mrs. E. D. White. Johmon, Mrs. R. M. Forrest 
Manchester, Mrs. D. S. Boudinott. Middlehury, Mrs. A. F. Bascom. 
Newbury, Miss H. M. Hazen. Rutland, Mrs. Wm. Y. Ripley. St, Albans^ 
Mrs. Emily B. Safford. St, Johnshury, Miss A. M. W. Lee. South 
Hero, Miss Landon. Waterhury, Miss Jenny Griswold. West Concord ^ 
Mrs. L. H. Tabor. Windsor^ Miss M. A. Phelps. Woodstock^ Mrs. N. 
Williams. 

Massachusetts. — Abington, Mrs. Mary T. Powers. Andover, Miss H. 
K. Webb. Aitleboro, Mrs. G. W. Sbephardson. Barnstable, Mrs. S. B. 
Phinney. Barre, Mrs. J. H. Goddard. Beverly, Miss H. L. Rantoul. 
Brookhne, Miss Griggs, Miss Winsor. Cambridge, Mrs. Lewis Stack- 
pole, Miss M. G. Washburn. Charlestown, Mrs. Henry Lyon. Chelsea^ 
Mrs. F. B. Fay, Mrs. James Hovey. Concord, Mrs. G. Reynolds. Dan- 
vers, Mrs. Lydia M. Fletcher. Dedham, Miss H. B. Chickering. Deer- 
field^ Mrs. Mary W. Fogg. Dorchester, Mrs. Walter Baker. Dor- 
chester, Mrs. N. Hall. E. Bridgewater, Miss M. E. Sheldon. Fall 
River, Mrs. R. Borden. Fitchbnrg, Mrs. E. Torrey. Framingham, 
Mrs. C. Upham. Gloucester^ Mrs. R. P. Rogers. Great Barrington^ 
Mrs. I. Sumner. Greenfield^ Mrs. J. F. Moors, Mrs. W. D. Osgood. 
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Bingham^ tf re. R. T. P. Fiske. Ifmrieh, Mre. Robert Soutbgate, Iian- 
caster^ Miss E. P. Rassell. Zatorenee^ Mre. G. A. Walton. Lexington^ 
Mre. L. J. Livdrmore. Lowell^ Mre. G Herrick. Lynn^ Miss M. Lu 
Newball. Maiden^ Mre. G. Wilson. M^dford^ Mra. Elliea H. Garret. 
Milton^ Mre. F. Cunningham. Nantucket^ Miss A. W. Gardner. i\rei^ 
Bedftird^ Mre. Matt Howlaiid. Newh^ryport^ Mre. J. 0. Mareh, Mre A. 
W. Miitimore, Mra. Eben F. Stone. Newton^ Mre. Dr. Bigelow. North- 
ampton, Miss M. Cochran, Mre. E. M. Daniels^ Miss E. Ljman. JV. 
Bridgewater^ Mre G Wilbour. North field, Mre. John Mattoon. Pepperell^ 
Mre. Hannah F. Wallace, Mre. John Buckingbam. Plymouth, Mre. 0. 
G. Davis. Quincy, Mre. Wm. Whitney. Boxhury^ Mre. A. D. Hodges, 
Miss A. C. Lowell. Salem^ Mre. A. Hanttngton, Miss H. R. Lee. 
Sheffield, Miss J. O. Ensign. Somerville, Mre. Charles Lowe. Taunton^ 
Mre. S. Southgate. Wareham, Mre. A. C. Fish. Watertoton, Mre. L W. 
Titcomb. W Brookfield, Mrs. H. Barnes. Westfield, Mre. James 
Fowler. West Tiabury, Miss Julia A. Coffin. Winchester, Mre. O. P. 
Curtis, jun. Woburn, Mre. S. £. Davis. Worcester^ Mn. T. K. Earla, 
Mre. G. W. Richardson. 

Rhode Island. — Newport, Miss K. P. Wormley. 
Connecticut. — ffartford, Mre. S. J. Cowen. 

This great Association was founded upon the basis which bad been laid 
" by the Boston Braneb," early in the history of the war, and like that 
^ Branch^ this larger body has proved to be a most munificent and faith- 
ful auxiliary to the Commission's department of Rkliet The following 
statement exhibits the amount and nature of supplies contributed during \ 
the year 1863: 

Total of 
Dtatribittloiii. 

Cotton shirts 31,761 - 

Cotton drawere / , 19,904 

Flannel shirts 17,709 

Flannel drawere. • , • • 10,624 

Cotton-flannel shirts 2,551 

Cotton flannel drawere • 8,560 

Stockings 31,887 

Slippera 4 14,946 

Handkerchiefs 28,276 

Mittens ••• • • , 1,564 

W^rappere. • • • . . • • • 3,650 

Caps 2,197 

Slings 2,294 

Body-bandages t • »69 

Ration and work-bags 649 

Towels 20,141 

Cushions , , 6,128 

Sheets , 12,105 
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Q«ilt8 5,459 

Blankets 8,003 

Bed-sacks •••••• • • 4,680 

Pillow sacks » . • • • ^ 757 

Pillow cases • 14,498 

Pillows 2,134 

Fans 2,281 

Crutches, &o • • 144 

Old clothing, cases 18 

Lint bandages, cased 175 

Books and pamphlets, cases. • • • • • 60 

Cologne, bay water, &c., ** • 91 

Medicines, ^* • 6 

Wines and spirits, ^ • 580 

Symps, shrubs, &c.f ^ ••••• 886 

Jellies and preserves, '* • 230 

Farinaceous, '^ •••• 415 

Pickles, « 310 

Tea, coffee, chocolate, J^c., cases 829 

Beef-stock, <fec, lbs 1,820 

Condensed milk^ cases •..•.••• • • •• 229 

Dried fruits, '' 896 

Tamarinds, *' • 280 

Saltfiflh, << 124 

Sugar, " 63 

Crackers, « 217 

Fresh and canned fruits, and vegetables, bbis i 212 

Herbs, cases ....• 10 

Ale aud cider, *^ • 87 

Extract of ginger, *' ,. • 10 

Chloroform, " 2 

8oap and tallow, ** 15 

Hospital furniture, '' 18 

Miscellaneous, viz., ** ...••• 89 

€h%m«i, StatloDeiT, Spleei, Omubt, OiraTatB, Nisttlng, Spllats, Sponges, Chscie, 
PIpM, and Tobacco. 

Special oases to various addresses .•••• 170 

The '^Industrial Committee" of this auxiltarj reported that during their 
first year they *' spent for materials, $22,081 71, as follows: For flannel, 
$14,906 27; for buttons, tape, thread, &c,|559 47; forsilecia, $524 63; 
fer paper for patterns, $28 22 ; for cotton, $2,564 94 ; and for ticking for 
bed and piHow-«acks, $3,498 18." Also, that they had cut and prepared, 
^Muring the year, 84,142 articles, consisting of 5,709 flannel drawers ; 
8,787 flannel shirts; 227 pairs slippers; 5,353 bed-sacks; 167 pillow^ 
sacks; 65 woolen caps; 1,176 cotton shirts; 425 cotton-flannel drawers; 
9,504 cotton drawers, etc., etc.** 

During the last year (1868) the Society expended upwards of $6?,000 ; 
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and daring the two years, tbe total amount of expenditures for materials, 
etc., was upwaj^s of 198,000. The spirit of this excellent auxiliary is well 
illas.trated by their very complete system of effort throughout the towns 
and villages of New England, and the sacred spirit of patriotism and hu- 
manity that animates these mothers and daughters is beautifully expressed 
in the concluding paragraph of the Society's last Annual Report : 

* * * ♦ « 2gg uQt Qq^ given it to us, as a solemn 

and a daily duty, to take care of His ' sick and in prison,' ' hungry,' 
' thirsty,' and ^ poor ?' There is but one answer. Tbe responsibility is 
plain. A large portion of our daily lives belongs to our country, in this 
time of war. I«t us freely offer such amount of physical power, working 
for the common weal, as wo deeply owe. Let us add to this our wisest 
thought, our moral strength, and our tenderest sympathies, all consecrated 
and harmonized by a deep religious purpose. Let us remember that every 
one can do a share, larger or. smaller, towards bringing the war to an end, 
as well as in the immediate work of carrying it on." 

The Sanitary Fair that was held by this New England Auxiliary brought 
into its treasury 1166,000, and nearly a third part of that sum was gener- 
ously made over to the Central Treasury. Its office at Boston has become 
the centre of a very complete and extended scheme of Special Relief for 
the benefit of invalid and destitute soldiers iu that city, or in transitu. It 
also maintains the daily service for attendance upon the railway ambulances 
between New York and Boston. 



" Wonien^s Belief Assodaiion of the City of Brooklyn!^ — ^This ex- 
cellent association was organized during the autumn of 1862, and was 
regarded as auxiliary to the Sanitary Committee of the Brooklyn War 
Fund Committee^ and practically it has proved to be one of the most valu- 
able branches of supply to the Sanitary Commission. Its contributions 
have been made through the depots of the Woman's Central Association 
in New York ; consequently, its*abundant gifts have been included in the 
aggregate statements of receipts by the latter. During the first five months 
of its operations, viz«, to May 1st, 1863, the Brooklyn Association expended 
$10,637 53 for materials for hospital clothing alone. 

In no other city has greater harmony and success marked the histoiy of 
an association of this kind. At the date of its organization thirty churches 
were represented by lady delegates, and soon nearly every religious con- 
gregation in that city was thus represented. The fruits of such hearty and 
intelligent co-operation have been beautiful and surpassingly rich. The 
Brooklyn Sanitary Fair was a marvel of success, and after sending to the 
Sanitary Commission's Treasury three hundred thousand dollars^ the As- 
sociation had a reserved fund of a hundred thousand dollars for the pur- 
chase of materials to be worked into hospital supplies. 
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The soft flannel garments and the superior delicacies which this Associa- 
tion has contributed for the use of the sick and wounded will never be for- 
gotten by them, nor by the medical officers who have witnessed the bene- 
ficial effects of such aid. 

Offiosrs of the Woman's Belief AssociATitftr of Brooklyn. 

Mrs. J.S. T. Stbanahak, President. 
Miss Kate Waterburt, Secretary. 

Executive Committee, — Mrs. W. I. Buddington, Mrs. E. Shapter, Mrs. 
J. W. Harper, Mrs. J. D. Sparkman, Mrs. James Eells, Mrs. Henry Shel- 
don, Mrs. Jeremiah Johnson, Jr., Mrs. J. L. Duffin, Mrs. Henry £. Pierre- 
pont, Mrs. Luke Harrington, Mrs. H. Waters. 

Sanitary Committee of Brooklyn. — D wight Johnson, Henry E. Pierre- 
pont, Samuel B. Caldwell, James H. Frothingham, James D. Sparkman. 



The Ph'ladelphia Branchy U. S. Sanitary Commission, — ^The nable 
part that the city of Philadelphia has borne in the philanthropic labors 
which the events of the war have called forth is worthy of her ancient 
reputation, and her high social culture. The men who wept as they read 
the bulletin announcing the rebel attack upon Fort Sumpter, and the 
women who then dedicated their sons and brothers to the defense of the 
nation, have ever since been active in works'^ f aid and succor for the sol- 
dier. Immediately after the organization of the Sanitary Commission a 
supply depot was spontaneously established in that city by the gentlemen 
whahad become Associate Members. This continued in good service in 
connection with a branch office for aiding the work and purposes of the 
Gbmraission. Horace Binney, Jr., a member of the Commission, was 
President, and Wm. Piatt Jr., was the General Agent of the Branch. 

During the winter of 1863 the Branch became more effectively crgan- 
ized, and its methods of operation were greatly enlarged. Mr. Piatt, whose 
labors had been of unspeakable value to the work, had been called from 
his works of love and mercy on earth. He died from the effects of ex- 
cessive labors and exposure he took upon himself in the Commission's ser- 
vice after the battle of Antietam.* His associates have carried out the 

* In St. Thomas' Church, Philadelphia, a tablet, erected by the members of the 
Philadelphia Branch of the Commission, commemorates the deceased laborer, and 
the cause in which he sacrificed his life. A report of that branch says : 

"All the services of Mr. Piatt were rendered gratuitously. When the battles 
in Maryland were impending in September, 1868, Mr. Piatt hastened to WaBbington, 
and volunteered to take charge of a wagon train of hospital stores, for use in the 
field. VisitinK and supplying the hospitals at RockviUe, Frederick and Middle- 
town, and reihforced with other supphes forwarded by the Commission, he left 
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labors and «pirit in whicb he so nobly worked. A system of special re- 
lief adapted to the wants of soldiers tn trantitu, or in the great miJitarj 
hospitals at Philadelphia, was pot in operation ; a Hospital Directory es- 
tablished, a Pension Agency and War Claim Office established, and a 
▼ery complete system of auxiliary organizations carried into effect through- 
out a vast dtetrict of which that city is the centre. 

With all its methods and purposes perfectly harmonious with those of 
the Sanitary Commission, it aids all departments of sanitary work with 
peculiar effectiveness and economy. The Branch is composed of the As- 
sociate Members of the Commission, and comprises many of the leading 
physicians and philanthropic citizens, not a few of whom have rendered 
signal aid as injirmiers volontaires at the battle fields. The names of 
Pfatt, Furness, Stille, Johnson, and Clement Barclay, will forever be re- 
mem bei^d in connection with such labors. 

The women of Philadelphia have organized very effectively, under the 
general system proposed by the Branch, and have adopted the title of 
^ The Women's Pennsylvania Branch of the U. S. Sanitary Commission." 
This branch reports that it now has auxiliaries as follows : 

Constantly contributing Societies 209 

Occasionally do. do. •••• 22 

Organized Aid do 63 

Corresponding Associations • • • • 93 

In all 394 

The ^ sanitary stores " supplied through the agency of these co-opera- 
tive associations, have been immense— exceeding $200,000 in value. 

Officers of the WomerCs Branch : Mr. Caleb Cope, President and 
Treasurer; Mr. R. M. Lewis, Secretary. 



MiddletowD at eleven o*olock at night, on the lYth of September, and proceeded 

with hU train of wagons to Boonsborougb, and thence to Keedysville, and arrived 

at ih^ headquarters uf the army at nme o'clock the next morning. His own modest 

official report of his servicea omits mention of the fact that, as he came within 

ioand of the cannon, he quickened his speed, driving the leading wagon himself, 

and when darkness threatened to delay (the train, be left it and walked m advance^ 

carrying a lantern, and compelling fche reluctant drivers to follow. 

♦ « « * If * * « • «* 

" Bat Mr. Piatt's earnestness was not satisfied with mere direction and supervi- 
sion. On the 20th of September, as the ambulances appeared bringiog tlie sufferers 
from the bloody field of Antietam, but unaccompanied by competent assistance for 
their removal, Mr. Flatt gave himself up for a long time to this arduous service, 
carrying the wounded in his arms to places of shelter, and there rendering them 
the tenderest offices of a nurse. Thus engrossed, he overtasked himself, and 
through fatigue and exposure contracted the disease which, on the 22d November, 
brought to a close, in his 37th year, his short bat well-spent life.'' » 
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Executive Committee, — Mrs. M. 6. Grier, Chairman ; Mrs. Bloomfield 
H. Moore, Corresponding Secretary ; Mrs. George Plitt, Recording Secre- 
tary ; Mrs. B. Griffith, Mrs. Wm. H. Furness, Mrs. D. Saranel, Mrs. J. 
Edgar Thomson, Mrs. Joseph R. Chandler, Miss S. Dunlap, Mrs. Lathrop, 
Mrs. C. J. Stille, Mrs. T. A. Budd, Mrs. R. M. Lewis, Miss M. M. Duanei 
Mr. Philip P. Randolph. 

Sub' Committee on Correspondence, — Mrs. M. B. Grier, Chairman, Mrs. 
B. H. Moore, Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. George Plitt, Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. S. H. Clapp, Assistant Corresponding Secretary, Ez-officio ; 
Miss M. M. Duane, Mrs. Lathrop, Mrs. Furness. 

Officers of the Branch of Associate Members of the U, S, Sanitary 
Commission in Philadelphia : 

Executive Committee, — Horace Binney, Jr., Chairman ; M. W. Bald- 
win, Rev. H. A. Board man, D. D., John C. Cresson, J. L Clark Hare, 
John F. Meigs, M. D , Samuel Powel, Thomas T. Tasker,' Edward Harta- 
horne, M. D., Secretary ; Caleh Cope, Treasurer. 



The Pittsburg Branch of the U, S, Sanitary Commission. — After 
nearly two years of continual effort to render effective aid to the sick, the 
wounded, and the way-worn, by means of Relief Societies and a local 
^' Subsistence Committee,'' the people of the " Iron City " organized a 
branch for aid to the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

The energy and liberality that had, during the early period of the war 
given food and comfort to 100,000 soldiers passing through their city, 
besides contributing large supplies for relief, &c, at the battle of Shiloh, 
furnishing at once two steam-boat loads of such supplies and returning 
them with precious loads of the wounded, have been exhibited in their 
work as a Branch of the Commission. Dr. Newberry says, ^' Nowhere, 
indeed, so far as I know, since the war commenced, has any similar 
society accomplished so much in so short a time after its organization." 

Officers of the Pittsburg Branch : 

Mr. Thomas Bake well, President, and Mr. J. R. Hunter, Secretary of 
the Gentlemen's Committee ; Miss Rachel McFadden, President, and Misa 
Mary Bisseli, Secretary of the Committee of Ladies. 



The General Aid Society of Buffalo. — This hard-working Branch, is a 
most efficient and saccessfully managed tribuary to the Commission's 
Western Department of Relief The amount of its contributions of su p^ 
plies during the first two years of its operations reached nearly 140,000 
articles. During the year 18G3, the number of articles forwarded to the 
supply dep6ta was 72,601, and these were appraised at $50,000. In 



274 

its '* cuttiDg department" upwards of 25,500 yards of material bare been 
cut and worked up. 

This model Society, after having instituted a Bazaar during the sum- 
mer of 1 803, which brought nearly $8,000 to the treasury, established a 
Fair during the subsequent winter, and by that means added about 
940,000 more to its means. 

Officers of the Buffalo Branch : 

Mrs. Horatio Seymour, President; Mrs. Henry R. Seymour, Vice- 
President; Mrs. J. R. Lothrop, Vice President ; Mrs. James P.White, 
Treasurer ; Miss Grace E. Bird, Secretary ; Miss Emily W. BabcoQk, 
Assistant Secretary ; Miss Josephine L. Saitar, Directress of Cutting De- 
partment. 

Executive Committee. — Mrs, Cyrus Ahearn, Mrs. D. B. Waterman, 
Mrs. Chas. A. Hopkins, Mrs. James Brayley, Mrs. Isaac A. Jones, Mrs. F. 
A. McKnight, Miss Susan E. Kimberly. 



The Cleveland Branch : ^^ Soldiers^ Aid Society of Northern OhioJ* — 
Organized the 20th of April, 1861, for immediate aid and relief to volun 
teers that were hurrying to the first places of military rendezvous, the his- 
tory of this Society has continued to be that of a pioneer among its kindred 
associations. Its system, efficiency, and harmony of operation, have 
from the beginning been the subject of admiration, and of very extensive 
imitation and influence throughout the West. It became a Branch of 
Supply to the Sanitary Commission in October, 186L Its officers then 
were — 

President, Mrs. B. Rouse; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. John Shelley, Mrs. 
Wra. Melhinch ; Secretary, Mary Clark Brayton ; Treasurer, Ellen F. 
Terry. 

The great intelligence and ardent patriotism of the people of Northern 
Ohio everywhere responded to the suggestion and plan of this model Aid 
Society for the institution of minor auxiliaries in every town and village. 
And in the Society's firet report they offer their " grateful tribute to the 
energy and devotion of Dr. J. S. Newberry, the well-known and most 
worthy representative of the Western Department of the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission." And it is stated that *' to his exertions are owing the enter- 
prise that has marked the action of the Commission in the Southwest, in 
following closely upon the track of our advancing army, establishing agen- 
cies in every Southern city, almost simultaneously with the raising of the 
Stars and Strips, and thus opening wide the door for the influx of the stores 
that are poured in exhaustless streams from the loyal North.^' 

Previous to September, 1863, this Branch had furnished 10,000 pack- 
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ages of "sanitary stores,^' and had given local aid to nearly 12,000 needj 
soldiers in transitu at the Cleveland " Home." During the month of 
Fehruary, 1864, this Branch held a Fair for the purpose of replenishing ita 
means for the purchase of ** sanitary stores." Over $100,000 in cash was 
realized, thus enabling its excellent Managers to carry out their cherished 
purposes of greater aid to the Sanitary Commission. And, says the West- 
ern Secretary : '^ We cannot but think that the good results of such Fairs 
as have been held in Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and other cities, are 
not to rest with the contributions to the soldiers' comfort alone ; are not 
to be estimated in so many dollars for socks, sour-krout, onions, and pota- 
toes. To promote their comfort, to be able to buy these essentials for the 
army, is an incalculable good. But this charity is ^ twice blessed.' A rich 
and subtle blessing must lie in the wide sympathies called out, the new re- 
lations of acquaintance, friendship, and intimacy formed, and in the sur- 
prising revelation of talent and worth in remote and unexplored localities. 
Neighbors and neighborhoods must come to respect each other more, to 
depend upon each other more, and wonder that they have missed finding 
each other out so long. Prejudice must be softened ; artificial barriers 
must give way to a freer intercourse, and tenderness of feeling and judg- 
ment must take the place of sour suspicion. After so complete a flooding 
of all the field of life with the resistless tide of a sweet and noble enthu- 
siasm, we cannot but look for a new bloom and unexampled harvests." 

Cincinnati Branch of the U. S, Sanitary Commission. — In the autumn 
of 1861, Dr. Newberry reported to the Commission the organization and 
promising labors of the Branch at Cincinnati, with R. W. Burnett, Esq., 
as its President. The history of relief work and sanitary aid, through 
the agency of this Branch, has been worthy the Queen City of the West. 
And, previously to the organization of the Branch, there had been an im- 
mense and spontaneous stream of aid poured forth from every church and 
soldiera' aid society. That stream had been wisely guided in its applications 
«t Camp Dennison, at the wayside stations for soldiers in the city, and par- 
ticularly at the " Marine Hospital," which the Secretary of the Treasury had 
given up to the purposes of hospital care for soldiers. This work was 
directed by Dr. Mussey and Messrs. Burnett, Anderson, Geofifrey, B. P. 
Baker, C. J. Wright, Pearce, Burton, and others. 

The matchless energy and munificence of the Cincinnati Branch in its 
offerings of whole steamboat-loads of ^* sanitary stores," and corps of in- 
Jirmiers voluntaires and surgeons, at the battle-fields of Fort Donelson, 
Pittsburg Landing, and elsewhere, can never be forgotten. 

As we have not at hand the requisite material for a complete sketch of 
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the work performed by this Branch, the reader will gain some idea of its 
nature and extent from the following extracts from the Commission's pub- 
lications. In document No. 75, the Western Secretary states that this 
Branch had distributed, previously to September, 1863, " over twelve thou- 
sand packages of stores, and is still as active and prosperous as at any former 
period of its history. In addition to the contribution of materials to which 
I have referred, the Cincinnati Commission has expended large sums of 
money, and a vast amount of labor, of thought, of sympathy and kindness, in 
the care of the sick in the hospitals of that city ; in the equipment and man- 
agement of hospital steamers ; in the care of troops passing through or 
quartered in the city ; and in sustaining its admirable * Home,' which bas 
DOW accommodated forty thousand soldiers. So great and varied are the 
charities which it has dispensed, that I can do no more here than allude, 
in a general way, to that which it would take volumes to describe — that 
which has served to make the Cincinnati Branch of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion known and blessed in every department and division of our Western 
armies." 

This Branch issues a monthly BvUetin to its tributaries of aid, acknowl- 
edging supplies received, and publishing advice, extracts from letters re- 
ceived from the armies, etc. The following is a specimen of such inform- 
ation given in the Bulletin of March Ist, 1864. 

" Chattanooga, February 16, 1864. 

^ EZEOUTIVB COMMITTBB AND GeNTLEMEN : 

* * * * ^Every one we meet — officers in the army, from staff 
down, as well as men, and thg surgeons — concur in saying that scurvy, in 
its incipient stages, is manifest in the Army of the Cumberland; and think 
an effort should be made to send anti-scorbutics to the regiments in front 
One man, well qualified to judge, made the remark, that one barrel of 
potatoes to the army now U equal to one man for the spring campaign,'^ — 
(Letter from Messrs. Bailey and Butler.) 

** But little change seems to have taken place in the hygienic condition 
of the Western Army since the publication of our last BtUletin, the most 
pressing demands being still for warm under clothing and healthful diet, 
vegetables, and such other articles as will aid the surgeons in combatting 
those dangerous foes, diarrhoea and scurvy. * * 

Cbas. F. WilstacHj-^ 

Tho& G. Odiokns, I Executive Committee, 
E. C. Baldwin, r Cincinnati Branch 

L. B. Harrison, I U, S. San. Cotn, 
Chas. E. Cist, i 

John B. Heich, General Secretary., 

The Sanitary Fair which was held in Cincinnati, during the winter 
(1864), brought into the Treasury of this Branch upwards of $220,000. 
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The Kentucky Branchy Louisville, — Under the inspiring examples of 
devotedly loyal men and women in Louisville and its vicinity, the work of 
sanitary and humane relief became organized in that city early in the war. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood and others led in this service, and although they 
treated friend and foe with equal charity in the hospitals, their work re- 
ceived no sympathy from the disloyal families. Says the western Secre- 
tary of the Commission : 

"I look back with a kind of horror to those dark days in the history of 
this rebellion, when the theatre of war was at the very doors of the citizens 
of Louisville ; when camps were in her suburbs and troops thronged her 
streets; when the hastily iraprovized hospitals, including all the publte 
school edifices, were crowded with sick, so imperfectly supplied with care 
and comforts, that every loyal family felt impelled to contribute a tithe 
of its domestic treasures, and send its delicately-reared ladies to minister, 
by their own personal efforts, to the suffering and destitute in the hospitals 
of the wards in which they lived. No similar scenes had been witneesed 
in our previous history, unless in the epidemics of yellow fever at Norfolk 
and Philadelphia, in which the same paralyzing gloom pervaded these 
cities, on which dark back-ground were illuminated similar bright exam- 
ples of christian charity. In the works of love and mercy of those days, 
our Louisville associates bore a conspicuous part ; and from that period to 
the present, they have never ceased to devote a large part of their time 
and thought to the great number of objects of pity and charity which mer- 
ciless war has thrown upon their hands. When the armies were further 
removed, and the central office was transferred to this point, all the general 
busiuess of the Sanitary Commission was relinquished to this office, while 
the members of the Kentucky Branch, by a division of labor, assumed the 
responsibility of all the local work, the care of the city hospitals, twenty- 
two in number, and addressed themselves to devise new measures of re- 
lief for soldiers passing through the city, who were the proper objects of 
our charity. The *^ Home," with all its cares, was entrusted to their man- 
agement ; was largely extended, at an expense of several thousand dollars, 
paid from the local treasury, and was made capable of accommodating one 
thousand men at a time. It is now the most extensive and complete 
establishment of the kind which exists in the country." 

Previous to September, 1863, the Kentucky Branch had issued upwards 
of 6,000 large packages of sanitary supplies. 

The Northwestern Branch of the Sanitary Commission. — The head- 
quarters of this Branch are in the city of Chicago, and its tributaries are 
scattered throughout the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minne- 
sota. This happy co-ordination of auxiliary work in aid of the Sanitary 
Commission throughout the Northwest, was one of the incidental results 
of the great Fair that was held at Chicago during the autumn of 1863. 
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Previons to that period the Chicago Branch had noblj represented the 
spirit and resources of aid in Northern Illinois. The steadiness and intrin- 
sic value of its stream of supplies have not been exceeded by aid received 
from any similar population. 

During the three months of summer the Branch purchased and sent 
forward to the Commission's agents in the field over $100,000 worth of 
supplies, a large portion of which consisted of anti*8Corbntics. The '^Sol- 
diers' Fair " brought into the treasury of the Northwestern Branch, $80,- 
000. This money is being judiciously expended by its own officers, for 
such supplies as the Commission requires in camp and hospital. During 
the last three months of the year 1 863, this Branch *' sent to Western 
Hospitals, 7,460 boxes and barrels, including 8,000 pounds codfish, 11,595 
pounds butter, 317 pounds tea, 5,000 bushels onions, 5,000 bushels pota- 
toes, 500 pounds condensed beef, 347 barrels and 80 boxes pickles, 3,620 
shirts, 1,683 pairs drawers, 8,000 pounds crushed sugar, 2,6^8 pounds 
condensed milk, 783 comfortables. Average these boxes at $10,00 each, 
and the amount will be $74,500. Average them at $8,00 and they will 
amount to $59,000." 

This Branch has also been very successful in works of local relief to the 
needy families of volunteers. Soldiers in the hospitals have besought their 
attention and charity for their poor families, and it is a notorious fact that 
many a poor fellow's illness in the hospitals proceeds as much from anxiety 
for the helpless ones left bebind, as from bodily disease. Consequently, the 
ladies connected with the Commission organized a '* Ladies' Association for 
the Relief of Soldiers' Fafnilies," which was wisely made auxiliary to the 
" Young Men's Christian Association,'* which is organized for general char- 
itable work. '* The city has been divided into districts by this Association, 
each one of which is under the personal visitation of one or more ladies, 
who relieve the suffering of the needy, and solicit donations to the Associ- 
ation of those whose circumstances allow them to give it." 

The people of the Northwest have acquired most practical ideas respect- 
ing sanitary measures and life-saving. Their '' Onion Circulars" and " Po- 
tato Circulars " have produced practical results, which, as Inspector War- 
riner has said, have modified history. The following extract from the last 
[April, 1863,] report of the Branch illustrates the spirit of their appeals : 

" An urgent appeal is again made to the people of the Northwest for 
vegetables, pickles, dried and canned fruit, and other anti-scorbutics, for 
the army of Gen. -Grant Already scurvy has extensively manifested 
itself among those war-worn veterans, who only know defeat when attacked 
by the fearful diseases of array life, and speedy and abundant shipments of 
vegetables can alone save them from alarming sickness and mortality. 
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They are encamped hundreds of miles from their base of supplies — the 
country around them is literally laid waste, and furnishes no vegetable diet, 
and no variety even to their dail}' rations, so that the dreaded appearance 
of scurvy has been almost inevitable. 

"The Sanitary Commission has moved immediately to remedy this evil. 
From Louisville, Cincinnati, and Chicago, large shipments of vegetables 
have already been forwarded, and these are to be followed by others, as 
faftt as circumstances will allow. W&have sent Circulars to our auxiliaries 
throughout the Northwest, calling earnestly for large donations of anti- 
scorbutics, to which we hope generous responses will be given. Wiscon- 
sin has promptly answered the appeal by large shipments of pickles, sour- 
krout, vegetables, and dried fruit, sent through the Milwaukee Aid Society, 
and we are notified that larger quantities are forthcoming. We hear also 
of shipments on the way from Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa, while in Chi- 
cago, the ever-generous Board of Trade has moved in the matter by a 
subscription to be exclusively applied to the purchase of anti-scorbutics." 

"The success of our arms depends largely on the way in which this ap- 
peal is answered. We stand listening for the distant clash of arms, and 
shiver with dread as tidings of battles, with their hundreds slain, are finshed 
over the wires, but we forget that the diseases of camp and army life are 
more fatal to our brave fellows than the bullets of their Southern foes. 
They are now called to cope with one of the most formidable of these dis- 
eases, and it is for the people of the Northwest to reinforce them, largely 
and speedily, thai they may not suffer overwhelming defeat in the unequal 
contest Let not this appeal be unheeded, but send forward without de- 
lay, in quantities commensurate with the fearful need, every variety of 
vegetable that can be collected, and every species of pickle that can be 
raanutactured, as remedies for the sick, and preventives to illness for the 
well." 

This appeal is accompanied by, and seems to be based upon, a very 
practical report of a Medical Director in the Army of the Mississippi. 

Officers of the Northwestern Branch, — E. B. McCagg, President ; Rev. 
Wm. VV. Patton, Vice President ; H. E. Seelye, Recording Secretary ; 
Cyrus Bentley, Corresponding Secretary; E. W. Blatchford, Treasurer; 
Wesley Munger, B. F. Raymond, J. K. Botsford. 

Associate Managers, — Mrs. A. H. Hoge, Mrs. D. P. Livermore, Chicago; 
Mrs. E. C. Henshaw, Ottawa, 111. ; Mrs. J. S. Colt, Milsvaukee, Wis. 

This history of the good works of this fruitful Branch of the Commission 
would fill a volume by itself. But a brief notice of its great Fair is all we 
will add to this notice of those works of patriotism and love. 

On the 1st of September last (1863), a preliminary meeting of delegates 
from Soldiers' Aid Societies and Union Leagues of the four Northwestern 
States convened at Chicago, to consider plans for a great Fair that had 
been proposed by the Governors of those States, and the chief officers of 
twenty-two of the leading Societies and Leagues. It was immediately de- 
cided by the delegates in copvention, that the Sanitary Fair be opened on 
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the 27th of October, and that, if posfiiUe, $25,000 ahoQld be realized from 
its ealee. It was a novel experiment, but the hearts of the people were 
quickly aroused with sympathy for its humane objects, so that when the 
Fair had closed it was found that not $25,000, but nearly $90,000, had 
been received in cash, besides much valuable property remaining unsold ! 
The history of that marvellous and significant union of the hearts of the 
Northwest in the pioneer of the Sanitary Fairs, cannot be given in these 
pages, but the following simple incidents will well illustrate how deeply the 
spirit of the Fair and of home love for the soldier and the flag, permeated 
the popular mind : 

" The contributions to the Fair, to be sold for the benefit of our sick and 
wounded soldiers, were large, were munificent, but it was this toce of 
deep-seated earnestness which was largest. It was not merely what men 
and women said and did, bnt the toay the the thing was done, which car- 
ried with it this impression of wholesale generosity of spirit Delicately 
wrought articles, such as usually adorn the tables of Fairs, the work of 
ladies' hands, were not wanting ; but then the farmers from miles and niilca 
around, kept coming in with their wagons by twenties, and fifties, and hun- 
dreds, loaded down with their bulky fiirm produce ; others came leading 
horses, or driving before them cows, or oxen, or mules, which they con- 
tributed instead of money, of which, perhaps, they had none; others 
brought live poultry which had been fed for months by the poor man's 
door ; they brought this because they must bring something, and this was 
all they had. Some wagons were loaded from rich dairies, with butter 
and cheese by the ton. Then came great loads of hay from some distant 
farm, followed by others just as large from farms farther ofL The mechanics 
brought their machines, and gave them in, one after another; — mowing 
machines, reapers, threshing machines, planters, pumps, fanning-mills — 
until a new building, a great storehouse, had to be erected to receive them ; 
and here were ploughs, and stoves, and furnaces, and mill-stones, and nails 
by the hundred kegs, and wagons, and carriage springs, — ard axes, and 
plate glass, and huge plates of wrought iron, (one the largest that was ever 
rolled from any rolling-mill in the world,) block tin and enameled leather, 
hides, boxes of stationery, and cases of boots, cologne by the barrel, native 
wine in casks, purified coal-oil by the thousand gallons — a mountain how- 
itzer, a steel breech-loading cannon, a steam-engine made by the working 
men in one of manufactories of engines in Chicago. 

** Then loaded wagons came in long processions, toiling into the city from 
far-off country places, bearing marks of frontier service, and the horses or 
mules, together with the drivers themselves, most of them told of wear. 
Many of them were sun-burnt men, with hard hands and rigid features ; 
and a careless observer would have said that there was surely nothing in 
those wage ns, as they passed, to awaken any sentiment. Yet something 
there was about it all, which brought tears to the eyes of hundreds, as the 
old farmers with their heavy loads toiled by. Among the crowd of spec- 
tators there was noticed a broad-shouldered Dutchman, with a face ezprea- 
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&We of anything but thought or feeling ; he gazed at this singular proces- 
sion as it passed, — the sun burnt farmers, and the long, narrow wagons, and 
the endless variety of vegetables and farm produce, — he gazed there as 
these men, with their sober faces and their homely gifts, passed one by one, 
until when, finally, the last wagon had moved by, this stolid, lethargic- 
looking man ** broke down " with a flood of tears, and could say nothing 
and do nothing but seize upon the little child whom he held by the hand, 
and hug her to his heart, trying to hide his manly tears behind her floating 
curls." 

The sons of such a people will triumph, or die in the battles they fighf. 
Such earnestness and unity of purpose in their homes, gives strength to 
the soldiers in the fleld. 
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Other Auxilary Associalions. — In New Haven, Hartford, Albany, Troy, 
Utica, Syracuse, Elmira, Rochester, Newark, N. J., Columbus, Ohio ; Balti- 
more, Md. ; Washington ; New Orleans, and other central places, active 
aid is rendered to the Sanitary Commission's Supply Department by 
means of well organized Auxiliary Societies of Aid. Indeed, the net- 
work of these Auxiliaries and their primary tributaries now extends to 
almost every town and neighborhood in all the loyal States.*^ 



* The ** Western Sanitary Commisnon" St. LouU, — ^This organization, thoagh in- 
dependent of uie National Commission, has continued to be an important auxiliary 
in the great work of relief. It sprang into existence under the philanthropic and 
loyal leadership of Rev. Wu. O. Eliot, Mr. J. £. Txatmav, and other patriotic 
citizens of St Iiouis, during dark days in the autumn of 1861, when, as a popular 
writer has said, "one-half the cannon planted on the forts for defence of the city 
were pointed at the city, to keep in awe the enemies within, and when the Ladies' 
Union Aid Society was almost a secret movement." 

The noble-hearted men and women who braved' the obloquy of the hour, and 
when the wounded arrived from Springfield and Rolla, famished, and in their gore, 
fed, nursed, and provided hospitals and care for them, at once became the trusted 
friends of the military authorities, and received a special commission from Gen. 
Fremont to continue and systematize such work. 

The Commission consists of the following persons: James E. Yeatman, Presi- 
dent; C. S. Greely, Treasurer; J. B. Johnson, George Partridge, Rev. W. G. Eliot* 
J. G. Foreman, Secretary. 

At present it is devoting much attention to the relief of freedmen and refugees. 
It also oontioues its general work of relief in the hospitals of Missouri, and at 
Yicksburg, Helena, Memphis, and elsewhere. Up to July, 1868, it had expended* 
in cash, $146,464 SO, and had distributed ** Sanitary Stores " valued at $890,- 
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Though the brief sketches that haire here been presented are designed 
particularly to illustrate the plan by which the Commission's Depart- 
ment of Heliefis sustained, the record of the works of any one of the prin- 
cipal branches that have been mentioned present something more. They 
illustrate the affections, though tfulness, patriotism, and undenying sym- 
pathies of the mothers, wives, and daughters of the Republic. By these 
things are our homes sanctified in the war that is raging, and by these 
the battle-worn veteran finds his home made doubly endearing. 

The prevention of sickness, and of all causes of unnecessary suffering, has 
been from the first the chief design of the Sanitary Commission's efforts 
but the requisite, means for succor and aid to the sick and wounded have 
flown in so abundantly and so systematically from the branches and 
Auxiliaries of Supply, that the Commission has been enabled to carry out 
plans of Relief which otherwise would have been impossible. The whole 
system of this co-operative yet spontaneous aid is so simple that school 
girls readily comprehend it when they form their " busy-bee circles."" Is 
it not a work in which the hand of Providence marks the way of duty ?* 

835 96. Its expenses for distribution are estimated in the last 72<rpor^ at If/Mr 
cent , which correepoDds with the estimates of the U. S. San. Com. [See p. 167.] 
This humane labor of the St. Louis Commission has truly been " loyal work " 
and, as has recently been said by a prominent leader in that work, "as things now 
stand, we can see no reason why the two commissions should not harmonize into 
one.** The work of the St. Louis Commission is spontaneous and fervent, and its 
adrantages to the army and to the world may be increased by the unity that has 
now become practicable and highly desirable. 

* The cause of humanity needs no defence, yet its claims are not* well under- 
stood by those persons who fail to see and commend the object and necessity of 
voluntary assistance and even of woman's aid in the care of the sick and wounded 
in the war. Let the simple eloquence of the following statements defend snch work. 

At the opening of the Sanitary Fair in Washington, Pbesident Lincoln, ia a 
brief speech, said : 

** The extraordinary war in whicli we are engaged falls heavily upon all classes 
of people, but the most heavily upon the soldier. For it has been said, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life ; and while all contribute of their substance, the 
soldier puts hU life at stake, and often yields it up in his country's cause. The 
highest merit, then, is due the soldier. 

''In this extraordinary war, extraordinary developments have manifested them- 
selves, such as have not been seen in former wars, and among these manifestations 
nothing has been more remarkable than these Fairs, for the relief of sufiTering 
soldiers and their families. And the chief agents in these Fairs are the women of 
America. 

" I am not accustomed to the use of language of eulogy ; I have never studied 
the art of paying compliments to women ; but I must say that if all that has been 
said by orators and poets since the creation of the world in praise of women, were 
applied to the women of America, it would not do them justice for their conduct 
during this war. I will close by saying, God bless the women of America 1" 
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The system of Aid througbout the land is now essentially one ; and the 
more harmoniously and steadily it is kept in operation the more good will 
be done by the spontaneous oflferings from our homes. The great Sanitary 
Fairs — the marvel of the hour — have not only supplied means to meet the 
great demands for succor when the impending battles are fought, but they 
have proved how easy it is for warm hearts and ready hands to'* work in 
harmony. 



" Hbadqua&ters, Army of the Potomac, ) 
"'Friday, April 8, 1864. f 

" L. Montgomery Bond, Esq. : 

** Dear Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 6th instant enclosing circulars of the ' Committee on Labor, Incomes, and 
Revenues' of the Great Central Fair for the United States Sanitary Commission. 

*' It is hardly necessary for me to assure you that I am with you heart and soul 
in the great work of benevolence and charity which you hav e entered on. 

'*It has been my duty to make inquiry as to the practical working and benefit 
of the United States Sanitary Commission, and it affords me great pleasure to be 
able to bear testimony, so far as this army is concerned, to the inestimable benefits 
aid blessings conferred by this noble association on the sufiering, sick, and wounded 
soldiers. 

" A few facta in connection with this point may be of use to yon. 

"At the battle of Gettysburg the number of wounded of our own army alone 
amounted, by official reports, to thirteen thousand seven hundred and thirteen 
(13,7 13) ; those of the enemy left on the field were estimated by our medical officers 
as amounting to eight thousand. This would make in all nearly twenty-two thoa- 
sand suffering beings requiring immediate attention to save life. 

** Few people can realize such large numbers, but if you tell them that should 
they fill and pack your Academy of Music in Philadelphia (which holds, I believe, 
some thirty-five hundred people) six times, and then imagine every soul in this im- 
mense crowd wounded, they will have a chance idea of the great work for human- 
ity on the field of Gettysburg. 

" Now, although the Government is most liberal and generous in all its provisions 
for the sick and wounded, yet it is impossible to keep constantly on hand either the 
pers(mnel or supplies required in an emergency of this kind. 

" In addition to this difficulty at Gettysburg, I was compelled to pursue the re- 
treating foe, and as I expected in a few days to have another battle at some dis- 
tant point, it was absolutely necessary I should carry away the greater portion of 
our surgeons and medical supplies, so that the wounded at Gettysburg were ia 
a measure dependant upon such extra assistance as the Government could hastily 
collect, and upnu the generous aid so cheerfully and promptly afforded by the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions and the various State and SoMiers' Aid So- 
cieties. All the additional aid from every source was here most urgently needed, 
and it gives me great pleasure to say that, from the reports of my medical officers, 
I am satisfied the United States Sanitary Commission, as well as the others 
above mentioned, were fully up to the work before them. 

'* What has occurred in the past may occur in the future. There is no nobler 
or holier work of Christian love or charity, and if the voices of the braye sol- 
diers are of any influence, you may rest assured you have their hearty wishes 
and earnest prayers. 

*' Most respectfully and truly yours, 

*' Geor6k G. Meade, 
"Major-General, Commanding Army of the Potomac.** 
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2%0 European Branch of Oie TT. 8, Sanitary CotnmisHoiu 
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A meeting of American gentlemen was held at the American Consulate , 
Paris, November dOth, 1863, for the purpose of organizing a Paris Branch 
of the United States Sanilary Commission. 

The Hov. John McClintock, D. D., was duly appointed President, and 
Mr. James W. Brooks, Vice-Consul of the United States, Secretary jtto 

An Executive Committee was appointed, consisting of the following 
named gentlemen : 

Rev. John McClintock, D. D., (Pastor of the American Chapel, Paris) ; 
Mr. John Bigelow, U. S. Consul ; Mr. Chas. S. P. Bowles, Boston ; Mr. 
Edward Brooks, Boston ; Dr. T, W. Evans, Paris ; Mr. Robt. M. Mason, 
Boston , Mr. Geo. T. Richards, Paris ; Mr. J, Phalen, New York ; Mr. 
Wm. H. Thomson, New York ; Mr. Henry Wood, Boston. 

Such Committee to have general supervision of the action of the Paris 
Branch, subject to the approval of the Central Board of the Commission, 
with power to fill its own vacancies. 

At a subsequent meeting Dr. McClintock was, on motion, duly elected 
Chairman of the Committee, and Mr. Wm. B. Bowles Secretary. 

It was resolved that the Secretary open a correspotidence with American 
Consuls, and with prominent American citizens residing in Europe, with a 
view to the extension and increased efficiency of this Branch of the Com- 
mission. 

JResohed, — ^That the title of the Branch be ** The Europkak Branch 
or THE United States Sanitary Commission." 

Mr. Wm. S. Thompson offered his name as one of ten to subscribe five 
thousand francs each for the objects of the European Branch. 
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The European Branch baa established its headquarters at No. 2 Rue 
Martel, Paris, and has raised a considerable amount of funds, and shipped 
to the Sanitary Commission large quantities of hospital supplies. 

AUZILIART BOOIBTT ORGANIZED IK LONDON. 
{From the London Star, March A, 1864.) 

A meeting of Americans was held at the London Tavern yesterday for 
the furtherance of the interests of the United States Sanitary Commission, 
The Hon. William M. Evarts, of New York, occupied the chair. 

The Chairman said he had great pleasure in taking any part in aid of 
the organization now to be commenced. He hoped it would be the means 
of materially assisting the great Sanitary Commission of the United States, 
and that it would take an important share in its benevolent and charitable 
labors. The object of the meeting, as they no doubt were made aware 
through the notice that had been circulated, w&s the establishment of an 
auxiliary amongst the Americans of the United Kingdom, so that by con- 
centrated efforts they might take part in the charitable work of alleviating 
the wants and sufferings of their wounded, sick and dying brethren in 
America. There was no other claim to its bounty and to its services than 
the mi.K'furtune of the recipients, making no distinction between friend and 
foe in the administration of its aids. It was natural that the Americans of 
the United Kingdom should feel a deep interest in such a movement, and 
that they should not alone continue the assistance they had heretofore given 
as private individuals, but that they should also desire to make a combined 
effort to swell the contributions in aid of this important and continued 
need. To establish an organization for the effecting of that combined effort 
was the object of the meeting. 

Mr. Stevens moved than an organization of Americans in the United 
Kitigdom, as an auxiliary to the United States Sanitary Commission be 
established, and that an executive committee be appointed with power 
to fill vacancies and add to their number; with power also to elect officers, 
appoint sub-committees, and to transact all business in aid of of the San- 
itary Commission. 

An Executive Committee, consisting of between sixty and seventy well- 
known American residents in England was appointed; and at a meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Organization of Americans in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom as an Auxiliary to the United States Sanitary Commission, 
held at the Palace Hotel, in London, on Saturday, the 5th of March, 1864, 
the following Officers and Standing Committee were chosen ; 

President, — Mr. Joshua Bates, 21 Arlington street, W. 

Vice-Presidents, — Mr. George Peabody, 22 Old Broad street, E. C. ; 
Mr. C. M. Lampson, 64 Queen street, E. C. ; Mr. Alexander Duncan, 7 
Prince's Gate, 8. W. 
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Standing Committee, — ^Mr. C. M. Lampson, 64 Queen street, E. C. ; 
Mr. Russell Sturgis, 8 Bisbopsgate street, £. C. ; Mr. J. S. Morgan, 23 
Old Broad street, £. C. ; Mr. E. L. S. Benzon, 32 Nicholas Lane, E. C. ; 
Mr. Henry Stevens, 4 Trafalgar Square, W. C. 

Treasurer. — Mr. Henry Starr, 160 Cbeapside. 

Secretary^ pro tern, — Mr. E.G. Fisher, 150 Cheapside. 

Bankers, — Messrs. Baring, Bros. & Co., 8 Bishopsgate street ; Messrs. 
George Peabody & Co., 22 Old Broad street ; Messrs. Brown, Shipley is 
Co., Liverpool. 
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The International Sanitary Conference^ and Voluntary Aid in the 
Sanitary Service of European Armies. — On the 1st of September, 
1863, the " Society of Public Usefulness, of Geneva,'* in Switzerland, issued 
a circular to the several Governments of Europe, and to leading philan- 
thropists, as well as to chief military authorities, inviting their co-operation 
at an International Conference, and particularly requesting the representa- 
tion of the different Governments by delegates, to convene at Geneva the 
26th of October. The objpct of the Conference was, " to consider the means 
of providing for the insufficiency of the Sanitary Service of Armies in the 
Field:' 

The " Geneva Society of Public Usefulness" some time ago appointed a 
Committee, consisting of General Dufour, M, Moynier, Doctora Appia and 
Mallnoir, and M. Henri Dunant, to consider the subject, and to prepare 
the way for such a Conference. Accordingly, the principal governments 
sent delegates in response of the Committee's invitation, and the last week 
of October was spent by them in discussing the subject that had so appro- 
priately been brought forward in the leading philanthropic association 
of central Europe. 

The nations of Europe were represented as follows : 

M. le Docteur Unger, from Austria (Surgeon-in-Chief of the Austrian 
Arrny); Surgeon in-Chief Steiner, from Baden; Surgeoi^ in-Chief Theodore 
Dompierre, from Bavaria; Surgeon-in-Chief Dr. Loeffler, from Prussia; 
Surgeon-in-Chief Dr. Basting, from Holland; Surgeon-in Chief Don N. A. 
C. Landa, from Spain; Surgeon-in-Chief Boudier, from France; M. de 
Preval, from France ; M, Chevalier (Consul), from France ; Dr. Rutherford 
(Inspector-General of Hospitals), from England ; Mr, Mackenzie, from Eng- 
land ; Dr. Oelker, from Hanover; Major Brod ruck, from Hesse; M. Ca- 
pello, from Italy ; Prince Henry XIII., from Prussia ; Dr. G. Housselle, 
from Prussia; Capt. Van de Velde, from Holland; Dr. Gunther, from 
Saxony; Capt, Alex. Kirriew, from Russia; M. E. Essakoff, from Russia; 
Dr. Schoeldberg, from Sweden ; Dr. Edling, from Sweden ; Dr. Hahn, 
from Wurtemberg ; Dr. Wagner, from Wurtemberg ; M. F. De Mont- 
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moltin, from Switzerland ; Dr. LebmaDH, from Switzerland ; Dr. Briere, 
from Switzerland ; M. F. De G. Montmoliin, from Switzerland ; Professor 
Landoz, from Switzerland ; M. Moratel, from Switzerland ; Dr. Engelhardt, 
from Switzerland; M, M. General Dufour, President; Henri Dunant, 
Secretary. 

Tbe questions submitted to tbe Conference bad reference mainly to battle* 
field reliefs by means of Voluntary Aid, and notwithstanding the full 
presentation of military considerations, that have until now prevented the 
recognition of such supplementary assistance, tbe G>nference unanimously 
very strongly sustained all tbe claims which bad been put forward by the 
philanthropic men who invited tbe meeting. 

The two leading questions discussed were : 

1st. Is Voluntary Aid for the avccor of the wounded in battles practi" 
cahky and is it desirable f 

2d. Shall neutrality and full military protection be asked from all na- 
tions^ in time of war ^ for the wounded^ their surgeons^ and all persons and 
things employed for their succor f 

These questions were not new, but they were put forth and discussed by 
men familiar with war and battle-scenes; and all the subordinate and 
most practical questions relating to the required improvements of ambu- 
lance systems, and the more immediate means for relieving the wounded, 
were discussed under the influence of truly humane and patriotic senti- 
ments. Said General Dufour : *' Noble and generous is the purpose of 
those Governments which have not hesitated to respond to the appeals 
which have been addressed to them in the name of suffering humanity. 
Too long have the shouts of triumph stifled the groans of those who had 
purchased it with their blood ; the roaring of the cannon which announced 
the victory has drowned the plaintive cry of those who, after having fought 
for it, ask as their only reward a litter to bear them from the scene of car- 
nage, and the joyous ringing of the bells has deadened the heroes^ funeral 
knell of agony. The Surgeon and the Sister of Charity were the only wit- 
nesses of their suffering. Such scenes possess but few attractions for ama- 
teurs, and the multitude pursue with their applauses those who return with 
their brows crowned with laurels, without giving one thought or regret to 
those unfortunate ones whose casualties are summed up in a brief announce* 
meni appended to the last line of the bulletin of the battle.^' 
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An the propositions which the Oommittee of the Geneva Society had 
submitted having been fully discussed by the Conference, the following 
conclusions were reached and adopted, on the fourth day of the session : 

'' The International Conference, desirous to render aid to the wounded 
in those cases where the army sanitary service is insufficient, adopted the 
following resolutions: 

*^ 1. That in each country there be a committee whose mission is to 
assist in time of war, if it is required, in providing, by all means in its 
power, for the sanitary wants of the armies. The committee will organize 
Itself in such manner as shall seem most useful and convenient 

*' 2. Sections, without limit in number, may be formed for the purpose 
of aiding this committee, and which shall act under its general direction. 

" 3. It shall be the duty of the committee to place itself en rapport with 
the government of its own country, in order that its service may be re- 
ceived, if there is need. 

** 4. In time of peace, the committees and the sections shall look for the 
best means for rendering themselves really useful in time of war, especially 
in preparing material help of all kinds {secoura materieh de tout genre)^ 
and in endeavoring to organize and instruct volunteer nurses (injirmiers 
volontaires), 

'* 5. In the event of war, the committees of the belligerent nations 
ahall furnish, according to their means, relief (secours) to the respective 
armies ; their particular duty is to organize and set at work the volunteer 
nurses (injirmiers volontaires)^ and to prepare, in accordance with the mili- 
tary authority, the places in which the wounded shall be attended. 

*' They may solicit the cooperation of the committee of neutral nations. 

'* 6. Upon application and with consent of the military authorities, the 
committees shall send the injirmiers volontaires upon the battle-6eld : they 
shall, at such times, be under the direction of the chief military com- 
znapder. 

" 7. The injirmiers volontaires who follow the army must be provided 
by their respective committees with all necessary means for their susten- 
ance. 

*^ 8. That, in every country, they wear, as uniform, a white band upon 
the arm, with a red cross. 

" 9. The committees and sections of the various countries may assemble 
an International Congress to conxmunicate the results of their experience, 
and to consult upon the measures to be pursued in the interest of the work. 

** 10. The exchange of communications between the committees of the 
several nations shall be provisionally made through the committee at 
Geneva. 

" Besides the above resolutions^ the Conference promulgates the folloW' 
ing recommendations : 

'*A. Let the governments grant their highest protection to the commit- 
tees of relief which shall be formed, and facilitate, as much as possible, the 
fulfillment of their mission. 

^^ B,L^i neutralitg be proclaimed in time of war, by belligerent nations, 
19 
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for the ambuUnoes and tbe hoepitah, and kt it be equally admitted, in 
the rooet complete manner, for the personnel of the sanitary &taLf[ {personnel 
sanitaire ojfflciel), for the infirmiers volontaires, for the country people who 
may go to assist the wounded, and for the wounded themselves. 

'* 0. Let a uniform distinctive badge {siffne) be recognized for the sani- 
tary corps of all armies, or at least for the persons of the same army who 
are attached to that service. Let a uniform flag (tin drapeau identigue) 
be also adopted for ambulances and hospitals in all countries." 

These conclusions, and the debates that preceded them in the Confer- 
ence, have awakened profound interest throughout Europe. 

It appears that it was no part of the design of the Geneva Conference to 
take up any of the great questions relating to the sanitary care of armies 
excepting those leading points that relate to tbe succor of the men who 
fall in battle — ^the humane and sanitary provision for the ambulance and 
field-hospital serrioe ; and upon the questions that were raised respecting 
the necessity or duty of great improvements in that service, tbe delegates 
expressed noost decided and harmonious sentiments. The presence of such 
reteran campaigners and military surgeons as MM. Boudier, linger, Bas- 
ting, and Loeffler, enabled the most experienced class of delegates to pre- 
sent in a strong, but true, light all the essential difficulties that stand in 
the way of successfully utili^ng the offering — personal emd material — of 
voluntary aid for the relief and care of t|ie wounded in active armies. The 
positions taken by the ablest and most' experienced members of the Geneva 
Conference, strongly corroborate and sustain the established policy and 
works of the UiriTSD States Sakitart Commission. 

Henri Dunant, a citizen of Geneva, who was travelling as a tourist in 
the regions occupied by the vast armies that met at Solferino and Ma- 
genta, had his soul so stirred by the scenes of carnage and woe that he 
witnessed ther^ immediately upon the cessation of the conflict, that he 
deemed it a duty to humanity to offer such volunteered aid as he was 
able to organize and put into operation upon the spur of the occasion. The 
record of that timely and mercifnl work is in the hearts of the multi- 
tude of mutilated sufferers who, but for the succor which that noble man 
and his obedient helpers rendered, would not now be able to recount 
the scenes of the terrible battlefield of Solferino. 

Thus, naturally, this noble-hearted and earnest man, M. Dunant, was 
led, by his brief and thrilling experience, to reflect upon the practica- 
bility of calling into existence an organized national and international 
scheme for applying the services of trained corps of voluntary nurses, so as 
to se^uie a uniform system, rendered by study and experience superior, if 
possible, to the hastily extemporized band of Toluntary attendants, organ- 
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ized and led by him at Solferiao. The unaaimotis approval was given, in 
the deliberations of the Conference, to the proposed plan for encouraging 
the timely preparation of materiel for the succor of the wounded, and 
especially for effectually organizing the humane endeavors and charities 
of the people. Said the distinguished representative of the Government 
and Army of Prussia : ** Behold, gentlemen, the great field of activity for 
permanent ' Societies of Relief,' organised in time of peace, and prepared 
beforehand with all suitable means to supply the work of oflScial authori* 
ties, and to satisfy the wishes of a truly religious philanthropy." 

The medical delegates at the Geneva Conference joined heartily with 
the non-medical delegates in all the debates and purposes of the Confer- 
ences. Their sentiments in reference to such works of live-saving are hap- 
pily expressed by a French physician, Dr. Henri Favre, who, as a public 
journalist, has earnestly advocated the objects of the Conference. He 
writes : ^ The physician has science ; let him confer with the benevolent 
and sympathetic ; let him encourage them with his approbation, and en- 
lighten them with his counsels. Knowledge will thus heighten the value 
<^ benevolence^ and the result will be beautifuV^ Apd justly does that 
eloquent physician ask : '* Is it not the highest mission of the true physi- 
cian to aid with his professional knowledge the endeavors of the benevolent 
and self sacrificing ?'' Such appears to have been the spirit not only of the 
medical delegates at the International Conference, but of the various Sov- 
ereigns and Ministers of War who sent messages of counsel and encour- 
agement. 

The effort to secure absolute neutrality and a fraternal recognition for 
the wounded and for all who are legitimately engaged in providing for 
them among belligerents, will lead to most important results. Some of the 
arguments presented on this point in the Conference the reader will peruse 
with interest Dr. Landa, Surgeon-Major, and delegate from the sanitary 
corps of the Spanish army, said : 

" I congratulate the Conference that they have included the wounded 
among those for whom neutrality is demanded. As a sanitary officer of a 
permanent army,** Dr. Landa, as far as ho was concerned, " could never have 
accepted this exemption of the person of military surgeons from risks, by 
neutrality, if the wounded were not also allowed the same exemption, for 
it is their duty to share the fate of those under their care. It is undoubt- 
edly a principle which has been generally admitted in time of war, that 
everything remaining upon the ground occupied by the conqueror, belongs 
to the conqueror, still, as a wounded man is properly committed to the 
care of the surgeon alone, hostile generals have not unfrequently mutually 
agreed to restore the wounded to liberty. Daring the session of this 
Conference, the diplomatic treaty made during the last century between 
Prussia and France, for the neutrality of sanitary service, has been cited 
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upon this point This treatj is not an isolated case, since examples Ynay 
be found in the history of more remote times. In the ^ order of St. John 
of Jerusalem^ there exist analogous souvenirs of the Sultan Saladin, and 
may we not reasonably expect that in this civilized age, the sovereigns of 
Europe would not willingly appear less humane and generous, than many 
centuries ago was a Saracen Sultan of the desert" 

An experienced surgeon of the Austrian army, said he would call at- 
tention to the fact that — 

^ Those persons who comprise the sanitary corps in the field, are mili- 
tary persons and bear arms, which they only lay aside during the execu- 
tion of their mission to the sick and wounded. They may be taken 
prisoners wherever they are found, since this is the right of war, and as 
injury is inflicted upon a hostile army by depriving it of its stores of sup- 
plies and provisions, so also it may be made to suflfer if deprived of the 
whole or a part of its sanitary corps. Upon the field of battle, however, 
those places where they deposit their arms to take care of the wounded, 
should be considered by the enemy as sacred ; and to effect this, an iqter- 
national flag of a particular color should be raised ; and since this Confer- 
ence has proposed a white badge with a red cross to designate the voluntary 
nurses, let all places where the wounded and their attendant surgeons are 
found be also indicated by a flag of this color. All nations have now 
adopted a flag for their ambulances, but each has a flag of a different color. 
It is white in Austria, red in France, yellow in Spain, in other countries it 
is black, and the soldiers composing the armies are only familiar with the 
color of their own ambulances. This difficulty would be remedied if a 
white flag with a red cross should float over the ambulances of all the 
armies of Europe. In his [Dr. TJnger's] opinion, the enemy must retain 
the right to make prisoners of military surgeons \ but he must respect their 
persons, and the places of asylum and succor upon the field of battle, the 
ambulance, and the hospital in the rear, indicated by the national flag, 
shall be considered neutral. 

Dr. Man noir said he conld not appreciate the motive which induces 
Dr. linger to suppose that the neutrality of sanitary corps cannot be ac- 
cepted. The history of war has never demonstrated that an army has 
been destroyed, or a sovereign compelled to make peace, because such 
army or sovereign had lost its sanitary corps. The only result of the loss 
of the sanitary staff and supplies is, that the wounded cannot receive 
proper care. It is the soldier who suffers, and this is of no advantage to 
the hostile army, as no general has ever hesitated to engage in battle from 
such a motive* Moreover, Dr, Mannoir objected to what can only be con- 
sidered a mere hypothesis on the part of Dr. Unger, for unfortunately 
neither this Conference nor military surgeons possess the authority to de- 
cide this question, and M. Mannoir affirms, as bis personal opinion, the 
entire innocence of the neutrality of the sanitary service. He would, there- 
fore, propose the following amendment ; 

" Conference, before adjourning, unanimously recommends : 
"That the several States of Europe co-operate in urging the neutrality 
of persons who compose the sanitary staff of armies in the field, including 
in this neutrality not only the staff actually in servicei but the corps of 
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Toluotary nurses, civilians who may go to assist in the care of the wounded, 
and 'tbo wounded themselves. Conference believes that this decision, 
while it does not modify the results of war, would be worthy of this age 
of progress and humanity. " 

The humane labors of the Order of ^\St John of Jerusalem,'' the ex- 
ample of M. Dunant's hastily improvised corps of infirmiers and voluntaires, 
and the beautiful illustration of woman's sympathies and timely methods 
of succor under the guidance of Lady Helena Paulowna, during the Rus- 
sian campaign in the Crimea, and more recently in Poland, were happily 
quoted as examples of the nature and practicability of the voluntary aid 
which should be given to the sick and wounded in time of war.* And 
the Russian Minister of War, Lieut-General Milutin, in an ofiBcial com- 
munication to the Conference when in Session, states that special committees 
or '* Commissions are now organized and at work in St. Petersburg, for the 
introduction into the Sanitary service of the army, of all the improvements 
(ameliorations) that modern science can seek out in time of peace againat 
the time of War." 

TbQ Sovereigns of Europe are becoming aware of the economical value 
of the life and health of their people, and particularly in their armies, and 
while the war-clouds have been gathering on the Continent, the people 



* The ancient order of St. John, here mentioned, is at present doing much for 
the mitigation of human aufiferiDg. During the month of March, 1864, it has esta- 
blished and fully furnished a Lirge military hospital at Altonia, for the wounded 
of all classes of the belligerents in the Danish war. The order also has the entire 
care of eight hospitals in Prussia, seven in Germany, and one in Beirout, 

The system of Field and Hospital succor that was founded by the Grand 
Duchess Helena Paulowna during the Crimean campaign, has done immense ser- 
vice for humanity, and has been everywhere favored by the Russian military au- 
thorities. More than two hundred of its trained womeu-nurees were on duty in 
the Crimea, where, says an eminent surgeon in that war, *' They were indefatiga- 
ble in nursing the wounded, not only in the hospitals of Scbastopol and Simphero- 
pol and in the ambulances, but also close to the batteries in the midst of most 
appaling scenes, actually exposed to shot and shelL" They also attended the 
wounded and sick in the land transports to the rear, and back to Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. The distinguished Professor Perigoff describes the services of those 
devoted women as being above all praise, their heroism, and endurance, and dis* 
crotion, as marvellous, and their assistance to the medical officers of priceless value. 
The " Letter of Instructions" under which these women enter this service of Relief 
opens as follows : " In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, in perfect charity and 
self-devotion, zealously to assist the medical authorities in the care of the sick and 
Wounded, and also to strengthen the patients under their sufferings by Christian 
consolation." 

In this spirit these persons have continued their labors since their organization, 
and, after large numbers of them had died from fevers and hardships in the Crimea 
and the Russian hospitals, they entered upon a similar field of labors in St Peters- 
burg, among the needy classes ; and more recently their aid has been successfully 
given to the sick and wounded belligerents of both parties in the Polish war. 
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hftTO humanely undertaken to mitigate tbe woes tLey fear. And vthih it 
has fallen to the lot of the XTnitbd States Sanitakt Commission to pre- 
sent the first complete example of voluntary means applied " to provide for 
the insufficiency of the Sanitary service in armies/' the* development and 
progress of similar work in Europe is a subject in which ail philanthrophio 
minds feel mutually interested. The present state of this good work in 
other nations will be best stated in this phioe by quoting the following brief 
extracts from recent European journals : 

In " La Nation SuissSj^ a daily journal in Geneva, of February 7th, 
(1864,) it is stated that *4he recommendations of the International Con- 
ference have already been officially adopted by many European govern- 
ments, the Federal Council of tbe Swiss Confederacy being first on the list" 

'' Prussia treats the question of neutrality diplomatically, and Denmark 
is disposed to favor an international convention for the consideration of this 
subject In Germany the suggestions of M. Dunant have everywhere en- 
listed the warmest sympathies of the people, and the same is true in Swe- 
den, where committees of ladies have been formed to prepare, collect and 
forward woolen socks and other warm garments for the Danish soldiers. 

*^ In anticipation of the war which threatens so many portions of EuVope, 
it becomes the duty of everyone to disseminate as widely as possible the 
humane suggestions contained in the work entitled, souvenir d€ So/erino. 

^ Let us still, however, indulge the hope that the time will come when 
the blood of tbe soldier shall no longer moisten the earth which the sweat 
from the brow of the laborer should alone moisten." 



In ^ Le Moniteur dt VArmee^ a leading military journal in France, of 
February 11th, 1864, we find the following statement, including the copy 
of a letter from the French Emperor to M. Dunant : 

^ Sir, — Tbe Emperor has acquainted himself with the resolutions adopted 
by tbe International Conference recently convened at Geneva, under the 
presidency of General Dcfour, for the purpose of considering the ques- 
tion of international efforts for the relief of soldiers wounded upon the field 
of battle* 

" His Majesty heartily approves of the object of the Conference and 
the resolutions adopted for its accomplishment. He desires to co-ope- 
rate with you in your work by authorizing the formation of the relief com- 
mittee which you propose to appoint at Paris, and wishes you to be assured 
of alt the sympathy with which he regards this effort. 

'* The Emperor has, moreover, commissioned me to communicate to the 
Marshal Minister of War his desire that he should authorize tbe appoint- 
ment of some officers of high rank. to a place upon the committee that you 
propose to organize. 

^* I pray you to accept my assurances of devotion, 

" The Colonel Aid-de-Camp, 

Favbb.* 



2tS 

** Wb Majesty, tbe Emperor of Roasia, bus aathorized His Imperial 
Highness the Grand Dake Constantine to assume the direction of the com- 
mittee under the patronage of their Imperial Majesdes. 

'^ In Saxony, His Majesty the King and his Ministers, and many influ* 
eucial citizens, have enlisted heartily in the work. 

^*In Wurtemburg the committee which has been organized at Stuttgart, 
under the patronage of the royal family, has succeeding in forming auxili- 
ary coromitteea of ladies throughout the country* 

" In Spain, His Royal Highness,, the Most Serene Infant Don Sebastiaa 
of Bourbon and Braganza, Grand Prior of the Order of Saint John of Jeru- 
salem, in the language of Castile, enthusiastically favors the idea, and has 
solicited authority from Her Majesty the Queen to accomplish for Spain 
(out of respect for the resolutions of the Conference of Geneva) what His 
Royal Highness Prince Charles of Prussia has done for this work at Ber- 
iin, for the Bailiwick of Brandenburg. The Spanish Marshals and Gene- 
rals heartily approve of this proposal. 

^ The Minister of War of the Kingdom of Denmark has officially in- 
formed the committee at Geneva that his government cordially approved 
the resolutions adopted at the International Conference of October. 

*' On the other hand. His Majesty the King of Prussia, who takes the 
liveliest interest in everything relating to this subject, has, by his Ministers, 
recently put to a practical use the questiou of neutrality. The Knights of 
Saint John of Jerusalem have already erected at Altona a large hospital 
for the soldiers who may be wounded during the war with Denmark." 

The Dabish Ministers and the King of Prussia having officially ap- 
proved tbe resolutions of the Conference at Geneva, M. Henri Dunant as 
secretary of 'the International Committee, has solicited Denmark and the 
German Powers to conclude a mutual agreement upon this important ques- 
tion of humanity. 

In the ^* Cologne Gazette^ in January, 1864, we find the following 
statement : 

*' It is very desirable that without delay voluntary associations should be 
made by the public to furnish the German troops, now in arms against 
Denmark, with clothing suited to the cold weather. Their supply is not 
enough to protect them against this enemy. The subjoined letter from 
the Prussian Minister of War is a confession, and a very significant one too, 
although not nearly broad enough in its statements. The association in 
Halte to supply the Prussian troops sent to Holstein with warm winter 
clothing, asked the Minister of War whether he thought their purpose 
commendable and useful. He answered : ' It is true that it is the duty of 
this department to give our troops clothing suited for winter ; but it is 
equally true that owing to the suddenness with which we have been ob- 
liged to move our army, it will be difficult to give the men a full supply 
of proper clothing, unless we receive the patriotic help of all good citizens. 
For these reasons I shall be very grateful to your association for a full and 
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prompt supply of woolen socks, gloves, under-shirts and drawers, and for 
articles for hospital use ; and those who have money to give, can direct it 
in no way better than tiirongh your society.' " 

The following is a copy of the offidal caU^ here alluded to, for such aid 
by the Prussian Government : 

*' Our columns are now moving towards Lubeck, to be ready to enter 
Holstein. In consequence of excessive cold weather the men suffer terri- 
bly for want of warm clothing. Many of the soldiers have no woolen 
socks, and only a little straw or a few rags with which to fill their shoes, 
and are in great danger of having their toes frost-bitten. Very few of them 
have shirts of any kind, or nearly enough under-clothing to protect them 
from the cold. I proper collecting articles of this kind, and money to 
purchase and have made others as fast as possible, to be forwarded to 
the army. I therefore appeal to all who are friends of our soldiers. 

*^ Breitsnbaoh, Rotal Comvissioneb." 

These events are jusi now transpiring in one of the richest and most 
complete military Governments in the world. Who, then, vrill doubt that 
the Ukctbd Stateb Sakxtart Commission is an essential Aid to our 
National Cause as a beneflcient agency, which^ under Divine Providboce'^ 
is a saver of precious lives t 
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THE SANITARY COMMISSION'S PUBLICATIONa 
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Three classes of publications are comprised in the Commission's printed 
documents : 

L Reports and Essays relating to Military HygisM^ Medicine^ and 
Surgery. 

n. Special Reports upon the regular labors of the Commission relating 
to Sanitary workj and to the business of Relief 

in. Circulars, and various Public Statements; also two semimonthfy 
periodicals. 

1. The Sanitary and Medical Publications. — Medical Monographs, — This 
series now numbers twenty monographs upon the most important subjects 
ID military hygiene, medicine, and surgery. Several of them have passed 
through many editions, and they all possess permanent and acknowledged 
Talue, as being among the most practical and reliable contributions to the 
literature of the medical profession ; and to the ever-changing, ever-enlarg- 
ing, medical staff of the volunteer forces, they are of inestimable value* 
The following catalogue of the titles of this class of the Sanitary Papers 
will best explain their purpose. These Medical Essays are designated by 
letters, and have been published with the following titles ; 

Medical Monographs. 

An Introductory Paper on Employment of Ansesthetics in Military 
Surgery. 

A. Report on Military Hygiene and Therapeutics. 

B. Directions to Army Surgeons on Field of Battle. 

C. Bules for Preserving the Health of the Soldier. 

D. Report on the Use of Quinine as a Prophylactic 
K Report on VaccinatioQ in Armies. 
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F. Report on AmpntatiotiB. 

G. Report on AmpataUons tbrongb the Foot and at the Ankle-joint. 
n. Report on Venereal Diseases, with special reference to Practice in 

the Army and Navy. 

J. Report on Pnenmonia. 

E. Report on Continued Fevers. 

L. Excision of Joints for Tranmatic Causes. 

M. Report on Dysentery. 

N. Report on Scurvy. 

O. Report on Nature and Treatment of Fractures in Military Surgery. 

P. Report on Nature and Treatment of Miasmatic Fevers. 

Q. Report on Nature and Treatment of Yellow Fever. 

R. Hemorrhage from Wounds. 

S. Control and Prevention of Infectious Diseases in Camps, Transports, 
and Hospitals. 

. To the great number of medical oflScers who have entered upon service 
in the field, this well-considered gift of a portable professional Library 
has been of inestimable benefit ; and there can be no doubt that it has 
been the means of greatly improving the medical and hygienic service in 
our armies. The fact should here be mentioned, that the Medical Bureau has 
adopted a liberal plan for supplying to every military surgeon a larger and 
better assortment of standard medical books than was formerly allowed. 
But the Sanitary Commission's Monographs are indispensable to the in* 
experienced and to the overtasked medical officer, and their intrinsic merits 
have already won very high encomiums from the medical press at home, 
and in foreign countries. 

We have not space in this place for the catalogue of the current publi- 
cations which the Commission has continued to issue, upon the ordinary 
business, results, and plans of the various branches of the work, as it pro- 
gresses. These publications are numbered, usually, according to the 
dates of issue, and may be regarded as constituting a kind of record in out- 
line of the progress of the Commission's work. The publications of the 9d 
Class are numbered as permanent documents, and several of them have 
passed through large editions. These now number between 70 and 80. 

The 3d Class of publications comprises all the ordinary and transient 
printing that is found necessary in management of the affairs of the Com- 
mission. IToder this head may also be included the publication of the 
<^ Sanitary Beportet^ and the Sanitary Conmisaion BvUstin. 
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A complete Example of Sanitary Science prajctieally applied in Camps 
and Hospitals, — ^' That the prevention of disease is possible, but its sup- 
pression difficult and uncertain,'^* was the very first postulate laid down 
by the United States Sanitary Commission at the commencement of its 
labors. Acting upon this principle by most practical methods, and with 
an unflinching determination not to be thwarted in the purpose to insure 
for the soldier in camp and in hospital all the means of Sanitary protec- 
tion which the combined intelligence and liberality of the government and 
the people could apply, the results are such as will forever be remembered 
with gratitude by our people and by the philanthropic minds of every 
country. 

The^w^ complete example of practical application of sanitary science in 
camps and hospitals during a long war, is now being wrought out in our 
Federal army. But Great Britain, in the recent campaign of its army in 
China, has furnished a very instructive illustration of the life-saving power 
of the improved sanitary system that has been established in the British 
forces since the Crimean campaign, and we cannot more forcibly illustrate 
the practical value of that improved system than by quoting the following 
statements from Miss Nightbnoals's tribute to Sir Sii^nbt Herbert's 
administration and the reform that he officially ordered. She presents 



* General lastractions for Gamp Inspectors ; Sanitary CommisBion, Document 
51. 

A writer in the yorth Ameriean Eevieto states that, ** In the Mexican war, 
our volunteer forces lost, from disease alone, at the rate of 152 per 1,000 per an- 
num, and the regulars at the rate of 81, from the same cause. In Wellington's en- 
tire campaign in the Peninsula, his losses from disease were 113 per 1,000 strength. 
In times of peace, our regular array lost annually at th e rate of 26 per 1 ,000 strength ; 
and the British infantry, serving at home, annually lost about 18 per 1,000 
from disease, until Lord Herbert's great reforms were instituted ; but by those re* 
forms, which mainly consist in supplying fresh air and an improved diet, the an- 
nual loss is reduced to a^K>ut 8^ per 1,000 strength ; and the entire loss in the 
British army during the past four years, from all diseases, is less than the annual 
loss previously from disease of the Iwigs oti/y."— (See Ifarth American lUwitw, 
April, 1864.) 
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tbe statistical evidence that even daring the fint three year9 experience of 
that reform, viz., 1859, 1860 and 1861, the mortality among the ** in- 
fantry of the line serving at home" was diminished from 1*7.90 deaths to 
1,000 living, to 8.56 to the 1,000, which is less than half the standard 
death-rate previous to the reform.* Truly does Miss Niohtinoalb re- 
mark that the ^ faithful records of all wars are records of preventable suf- 
fering, disease and death. It is needless to illustrate this truth, for we all 
know it. But it is only from our latest sorrow, the Crimean catastrophe, 
that dates the rise of any sanitary administration in this country," (Great 
Britain.) 

. The latest returns of sickness and mortality in the British forces at those 
permanent stations abroad where the losses have always been quite uni- 
form, present to us the most remarkable results, confirming all that Lord 
Herbert, Miss Nightingale, and the advocates of Sanitary reform ever 
claimed, and proving that the work and purpose of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion of our own army are based upon soundest reasoning and tbe most 
philanthropic designs. We quote the following illustration of tbe latest 
results of life-saving in tbe British army by means of simple sanitary im- 
provements in camps, barracks, hospitals, and the care of troops. 

*' The last official returns of sickness and mortality among the British 
forces present the best argument upon this subject In Jamaica, the death 
rate from disease has fallen, since the recent reform was carried into effect, 
from 260 per 1,000 to 20 ; in Trinidad, from 106 to (in 1860) ; in Bar- 
badoes, from 58 to 6; in St. Lucia, from 122 to 1 ; in British Guiana, 
from 74 to 6 ; in Canada, from 16 to 10; in Nova Scotia, firom 15 to 7 ; 
in Newfoundland, from 11 to 4 ; in Bermuda, from 28 to 8; in Gibraltar, 
from 11 to 7 ; in Malta, from 15 to 10 ; in Ionia, from 15 to 7."* 

Here we see the mortality reduced at ten military stations from 70.5 to 
the 1,000 living, to 6.9. Let us now look at a summary of the results of 
the British Sanitary Commission's work in the Crimea during the jears 
1855-6. 

For tbe following brief synopsis of the results of the operations of the 
British Sanitary Commission in the Crimea, we are indebted to a member 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

The following tables exhibit the total and conrparative statistics of sick- 
ness and mortality in the British Army in the Crimean campaign, and the 
rate per cent, of the diseases and deaths of all the forces, for, 1st. A period 
of six months just previous to and at the commencement of the works of 



* See North American Review, April, 1864. 
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the Sanitary Commission, viz.: from Jannary to Jane, 1855 ; and, 2d. A 
period of six months, from January to June, 1856, after those works for 
Sanitary iraprovement had produced their legitimate results. [All sickness 
and deaths in the Medical Staff, among Commissioned Officers, the Land 
Transport, and the Mounted Corps, aa well as all martial wounds or 
deaths in battle^ are excluded from these tables; also nearly 5,000 cases 
of sickness that failed to be properly registered during the early period of 
the campaign.] 



JRetum aho^Mng total 9icknM8 and mortality from 
Disease in the British army in the East, from 
AprU 10th, 1854, to July 1st, 1856. 


The rats per cent of the entire Anny— 
sick ana dying from disease— during 
tico periods of siaa months each, as 
above stated. 
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** Cholera 


January 

February .... 

March 
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84.8 
28.0 
19.8 
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** All other diseases 
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Total number of eases 


162,478 


18,058 


28.62' 


41.7 


— .6* 



* This ( — .6) shows that the mortality during those last six months was only hHlf of one per cent.^ 
or, at V\e rate of exactly one per cent, per annum,— which would give ten deaths to eyerj 1,000 
men in service. 

V , : ~ • , " * , "' . ' . . "' i 'T~ ' ■ ^ ■■■■■ _ _ ■ - ■ -■■■ — ■ __ .,■ ^ ■ ,., , I _ - ■— _ . -■ ■ ■■ ■ , M _ ^ v * ' " * 

Thus the fact is demonstrated, by the most unerring statistics, that dur- 
ing the period beginning eight months after the commencement of re- 
forms by the Sanitary Commission in the Crimea, the rate of sickness in 
the army was reduced to less than one-third of that which prevailed until 
those reforms were inaugurated, the exact ratio of that decrease being as 
1359 to4l7, or Jll ! While the mortality — which is the more significant test 
of the utility of Sanitary improvements — presents the marvelous contrast of 
28.82 to — .5, or 6764 to 100 ! ! t. e., the rate of mortality from disease 
in the army, after the work of Sanitary reform had been fully inaugurated, 
was less than one fifty-seventh of the rate of mortality that prevailed dur- 
ing the same length of time preceding the reform. 

It is worthy of remark that, while the statistics show that considerable 
sickness continued to prevail during the latter or improved period, the re- 
cords of the Array Hospitals exhibit the fact that the particular diseases 
that were most remarkably diminished were those which Sanitary mea- 
sures are known to prevent or greatly diminish, viz., the Zymotic diseases, 
such as fevers, and those maladies that are so largely represented in the 
list given in the foregoing table. 
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That this wonderful improvement in health, which was the salvation o 
the British forces in the Crimea, was directly and positively dependent upon 
Sanitary wwks and preventive hygienic meaeureSj is a fact confessed alike 
by the military and medical officers of those forces. 

And in further corroboration of that fact, it should be stated that while 
the British troops were thus being rescued from t)ie fatal diseases that had 
threatened to make their encampment a Golgotha, the French camps, 
though located more favorably, and within a rifle's range of the British, 
continued to grow more and more sickly during all the time of the grand 
improvement in the camps of their allies. In the latter, the best Sanitary 
regulations were introduced and rigidly enforced by a Sanitary Board, 
while in the former (the French camps) such regulations were utterly 
neglected, " until,** as a distinguished historian of the war has said, " with 
the French tLrtny, peace become a military necessity ^ 

The Crimean Sanitary Commission consisted of three gentlemen, viz.. 
Dr. Stttherland, Dr. Milroy, and Mr. Rawlekson, a civil enginneer. 
JSach of theie Commissioners hod^for several years, made Sanitary Science 
and its applications, a special study. They proceeded to the Crimea in 
April, 1855, taking with them upwards of thirty skilled assistants and 
laborers, together with such implements and apparatus as they knew would 
be required in the ventilation and sewerage of hospitals and barracks, the 
cleansing and drainage of encampments, and the purification or disinfec- 
tion of transports and ships. Amon g these means were pipe tubing, drain- 
age pipes, filters, ten thousand square feet of perforated zinc plates for 
ventilation, hinges, pulleys, window fixtures, a ship load of peat charcoal, 
etc., eta. Immediately upon arrival on the Bosphorus and in the Crimea, 
the Sanitary works were commenced ; first by thorough cleansing, both 
within and without, the hospitals, barracks, and tents, and in these works 
nearly one hundred men were employed for many months ; old sewers 
were cleaned and flushed ; new drains were made ; surface filth, refuse, and 
decaying materials, by thousands of cartloads, were removed, and such 
sources of offence as could not be removed were deeply covered with dry 
earth and peat charcoal. Water courses, springs, and the water supply 
were cleansed and controlled ; the tents and camping grounds were rigidly 
inspected and purified, and an abundant supply of fresh air and pure water 
was everywhere sec ured in hospital and in camp, and, so far as practicable 
the diet and general comfort of the soldiers were improved. 

The results of this simple and inexpensive labor astonished the world, 
though Sanitary science has always promised, and its advocates prophesied, 
just such results. 
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Says Miss Niohtingale, ^ It is the Vhole experiment of Sanitary im- 
provement upon a colossal scale. • * • ^^ y^^^ 
in the first seven months of the Crimean campaign, a mortality of 60 per 
cent, per annum among the ti oops /rom disease alcne] * * ♦ 
yre had in the last six months a mortality not much greater than among 
our healthy Guards at home." 
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THE PLAN AND DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONAL SERVICE 

IN THB 

SANITARY COMMISSION'S WORK. 



ExplafuMon of the Diagram* 

The larger circles repreaent Departments and Branches of labor. 

The lines represent lines of Responsibility ; each centre from which lines 
diverge is responsible for the right management of the several Departments 
and Branches radiating from it. 

The duties that are distinctly Medical and Sanitary are associated with the 
work of Inspectors ; but it will be observed that the lines of such duty finally 
meet the lines of Relief, &c., that flow from other centres of responsibility. 

^. B. — The smdUer circles^ as well as the lines, represent Branches and 
Subdivisions, — not individuals, — and, in most instances, several individual 
officers and assistants are thus represented on a single line, or at a single 
ultimate circle of duty. 



The Number of Sanitary OMcers, JRelief Agents, and 

Assistants* 

The average numerical force of the several corps of Inspectors, Relief 
Agents, and Assistants, under pay by the Commission, has, during the second 
and third years of the war, been about two hundred. But in addition to 
these men, there is a considerable number of volunteer helpers in the various 
branches of labor. Men, from the ranks of the army, are also detailed oc- 
casionally, by their commanding officers, to aid the officers of the Oommissioa 
in the field. Without such voluntary and military aid the expenditure for 
labor would be considerably greater than ;t has been hitherto. 
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